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or-bust mentality, to encourage inno-
vative careers and better equip Amer-
ican workers with the skills they need 
to adapt and thrive in the ever-chang-
ing 21st century economy. That means 
in preparing people for higher edu-
cation, it is not just about a 4-year de-
gree; it is also about career and tech-
nical education, skills-based education. 

We believe that there should be de-
ductibility for up-skilling so that em-
ployers can give workers the skills 
that are needed for them to move and 
advance in their careers. 

We think there should be trans-
parency outcomes in higher education. 
And we think, to deal with the student 
loan debt crisis, we need to recognize 
that the return on investment is very 
important, and career and technical 
education can provide that oppor-
tunity. 

We believe in income-sharing agree-
ments as an alternative to the debt 
trap of Federal student loans. 

The policies that constitute these 
three key policy platforms are the re-
sult of over a year and a half of delib-
erations by task force members. We 
conducted listening sessions with think 
tanks and policy experts, small busi-
ness owners, and workers from across 
our districts. 

Mr. Speaker, in the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Kentucky, which I 
represent in Congress, I have already 
seen the benefits of investing in career 
and technical education and job train-
ing. 

The Kentucky Welding Institute in 
Fleming County, Kentucky, graduates 
students in less than 6 months, ready-
ing them for careers in welding that 
can earn them over $100,000 a year. 

In Estill County, Kentucky, the Es-
till County Area Technical Center, cur-
rently under construction, will be a 
state-of-the-art job training facility 
that is scheduled to open in August of 
2021. Kentuckians will train for jobs in 
advanced manufacturing, in diesel me-
chanics, health sciences, information 
technology and science technology, en-
gineering and math, in addition to 
many other industries. 

I am proud to have supported a $4 
million grant from the Economic De-
velopment Administration that will 
yield a return on investment in just a 
few months, graduating taxpayers. 

Mr. Speaker, this report could not be 
a more timely endeavor in the face of 
the COVID–19 pandemic and the ensu-
ing economic uncertainty that has fol-
lowed. 

Although progrowth tax, regulatory, 
and trade policies have enabled unem-
ployment to come back down to single 
digits and the stock market to re-
bound, Americans still need Congress 
to take up a bold, comprehensive agen-
da to pave the way for more jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage everyone to 
consider these very important pro-
worker recommendations. 

f 

HONORING KELLY KREEGER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, sadly, I 
rise today to honor a friend, Ms. KELLY 
Kreeger, who lost her life this past 
summer on July 5. 

Kelly was killed in a midair collision 
above the lake at Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. 
She was, indeed, doing what she loved 
as a flier, as an aviation enthusiast, 
and as a pilot. 

Her loss is felt throughout our dis-
trict by her friends, her family, and 
even, very personally, our office. We 
have one of our offices at the Auburn 
Airport, so our interactions with her 
and other aviators was quite frequent. 

Like many in Placer County in 
northern California, we are mourning 
the loss of this friend, a patriot. She 
was such a good, genuine person, whom 
I got to know personally through our 
many interactions. 

She devoted much of her time to our 
community, to our veterans, and it is 
through Kelly, of course, that I met 
and formed a friendship with a great, 
great veteran, Colonel Bud Anderson, 
who is a World War II triple ace fighter 
pilot. It was just this summer she orga-
nized an event for him at his home to 
honor him for his birthday. 

I am very grateful to Kelly for the in-
troduction to Colonel Anderson, of 
course, a man I am honored to call my 
friend as well. 

She frequently staffed and organized 
the events in the community for Colo-
nel Bud that were certainly befitting 
his World War II accomplishments. 
They had a street naming for him near 
the airfield, just so many ways that he 
was to be honored properly. What a 
great man he is, and so their associa-
tion was certainly a natural one. 

My staff and I are blessed, of course, 
to be part of the many events that 
Kelly was famous for. Included were 
several P–51 Mustang flyovers, which 
anybody who loves aircraft loves those; 
the Never Forget series; road dedica-
tions, as I mentioned, at the Auburn 
Airport named for Colonel Bud; birth-
day parties for Colonel Bud; and, of 
course, honoring the men and women 
of World War II, the Greatest Genera-
tion. 

Whenever Kelly would call, you knew 
that something wonderful was about to 
happen that she had planned. It was 
the sort of thing that could make you 
stand up a little taller and get your 
red, white, and blue out. 

Kelly, of course, being a great pa-
triot, loved the United States of Amer-
ica, from her American flag cowgirl 
boots to the infectious smile she shared 
with all she met. Indeed, that captures 
who she is right there in that photo. 
You wouldn’t hardly see her without a 
smile, especially when she was taking 
part in her much-greater-than-a-hobby 
love for aircraft, aviation, and the peo-
ple and the veterans associated. 

As I mentioned, it was my privilege 
to be part of the Flag Day Parade for 
Colonel Bud in Auburn as well. She 
brought together children, Jeeps, clas-

sic cars, and even a flyover to bring 
Colonel Bud that much more joy. 

During this time of pandemic when 
everybody is shut in, of course, we all 
shared that same joy. It brought a 
sense of community, a sense of remem-
bering who America is, even though we 
have all been pent up for all this time 
that, indeed, this virus is temporary 
and we will be together as a commu-
nity once again. 

Our Nation and its people are strong, 
and nothing will stop us from cele-
brating our heroes. Kelly embodied 
that. 

Kelly was known to like loud, fast 
cars, indeed, after my own heart there 
as well. She was able to rebuild an en-
gine herself and was not afraid of any 
hard work. 

She is survived by her mother, 
Nancy, and two sisters; her brother, 
David; many nieces and nephews; and 
her lifelong best friend, Vicki. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that Members 
please join me in prayers for Kelly’s 
family and friends in this difficult 
time. Join with my office as we person-
ally feel this pain of her loss. 

At this time, we just ask blessings on 
Kelly and those closest to her. God 
bless her. 

We will never forget you. 
f 

WE SHOULD NEVER AGAIN DE-
PEND ON FOREIGN SUPPLIERS 
FOR SUPPLIES WE NEED TO 
KEEP AMERICANS SAFE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and thank my col-
leagues in the House for passing my 
bill, the Strengthening America’s Stra-
tegic National Stockpile Act, with bi-
partisan, unanimous consent to ensure 
we never again depend on foreign sup-
pliers for supplies we need to keep 
Americans safe. 

This bill was truly a bipartisan ef-
fort: 10 Democrats and 10 Republicans 
joined me in introducing the bill. It 
was endorsed by the bipartisan Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus and passed out of 
the Energy and Commerce Committee 
on a similar unanimous, bipartisan 
vote. 

At a time when divisions in Congress 
can seem insurmountable, this bill is 
an example of what we can accomplish, 
even in our country’s most challenging 
moments, when we focus on the mis-
sion. 

In this bill, we are responding to the 
mission to ensure that we never repeat 
what we went through in the early 
days of the COVID outbreak. 

Amidst uncertainty and fear, my of-
fice received frantic calls and emails 
day after day in March and April from 
essential workers begging for help. As 
cases of COVID surged, our hospitals 
and frontline workers simply did not 
have the protective equipment nec-
essary to keep themselves safe. 

I heard from a physician in Brighton 
who compared his job to being a soldier 
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on the front lines wearing a T-shirt and 
a baseball cap instead of body armor 
and a helmet. 

I heard from nurses in Mason who 
had to share one gown—not per person, 
but per entire staff. 

I heard from doctors, nurses, and 
first responders who were bravely an-
swering the call to serve their country, 
yet they were battling this deadly dis-
ease with improvised face shields and 
homemade solutions. 

In my home State of Michigan, we re-
quested millions of medical supplies 
from the Federal Strategic National 
Stockpile. Michigan needed millions of 
masks, gowns, face shields, and ven-
tilators. It quickly became clear that 
the aid we sought from our national 
stockpile was delayed and insufficient. 
The supplies we did receive were woe-
fully inadequate to meet the moment. 
Some masks arrived so far beyond 
their expiration date that they were 
starting to mold. 

I found myself doing anything and 
everything I could to secure personal 
protective equipment for Michigan, 
calling dozens of mask manufacturers, 
negotiating with suppliers in China, 
and fighting for each and every ship-
ment. My staff remembers some sleep-
less nights on the phone working to get 
doctors and nurses in Michigan enough 
supplies for just a few more days’ work 
in the hospital. 

At the same time, manufacturers 
across my district stepped up to help 
fill the void and started retooling their 
businesses to manufacture personal 
protective equipment for our frontline 
workers. 

In Oxford, Michigan, Vaughn Hockey 
jumped into action, taking the special-
ized nylon that they used to make 
hockey pads and turning it into wash-
able hospital gowns. 

Magna International, in my town of 
Holly, Michigan, retooled their car seat 
fabric assembly line to make masks for 
workers and suppliers. 

It was American ingenuity and 
Michigan grit at its finest. 

This experience shook me to my core, 
and I immediately got to work with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
draft legislation to ensure that Amer-
ica is better prepared for the next pan-
demic or the next phase of COVID. 

Our bill, the Strengthening Amer-
ica’s National Stockpile Act, was the 
product of our bipartisan collaboration 
and makes important fixes to our na-
tional stockpile for medical supplies so 
that it is fully stocked, maintained, 
and ready whenever Michigan and 
other States across the country need 
it. 

b 1000 
This is even more important as we 

see the number of COVID cases across 
the country continue to increase. This 
bill requires constant upkeep to make 
sure that the items in the stockpile 
aren’t expired. It infuses transparency 
into how supplies are distributed from 
the stockpile, and it helps States cre-
ate their own stockpiles. 

Second, it strengthens the stockpile’s 
finances. It makes efficient use of tax-
payer dollars and prevents waste by al-
lowing the stockpile to sell excess sup-
plies to other agencies. It also ensures 
that taxpayers are properly com-
pensated for the use of stockpile prod-
ucts and boosts its funding. 

Critically, it helps reduce our overall 
dependence on foreign suppliers by 
incentivizing production of critical 
medical supplies here in America. It 
creates a $500 million pilot program 
that will allow the stockpile to work 
directly with American manufacturers 
to replenish existing supplies, expand 
our manufacturing capacity, and 
strengthen these critical supply chains. 

Over the next few weeks, I will be 
visiting a bunch of Michigan compa-
nies who could directly benefit from 
this portion of the bill. 

Here in Congress, we have a responsi-
bility to respond to the way this crisis 
is shaking our communities; to protect 
our healthcare workers and support the 
businesses who are adapting to this 
once-in-a-generation event. Our com-
munities are stepping up and so should 
we. Passing this bill to better arm our 
doctors and nurses against this deadly 
disease is an important way to do that. 

I thank my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle for passing this legislation 
with overwhelming, bipartisan support, 
and I look forward to working together 
to help keep our fellow Americans safe. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed bills of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 924. An act to amend the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act to require 
training and education to teachers and other 
school employees, students, and the commu-
nity about how to prevent, recognize, re-
spond to, and report child sexual abuse in 
primary and secondary education. 

S. 1160. An act to amend the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act to increase 
support for mental health. 

S. 1646. An act to designate the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in St. Angustine, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Leo C. Chase Jr. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

S. 4072. An act to designate the clinic of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in Bend, 
Oregon, as the ‘‘Robert D. Maxwell Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has agreed to a concurrent reso-
lution of the following title in which 
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested: 

S. Con. Res. 45. Concurrent Resolution pro-
viding for the use of the catafalque situated 
in the crypt beneath the Rotunda of the Cap-
itol in connection with memorial services to 
be conducted in the Supreme Court Building 
and the Capitol for the late honorable Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, Associate Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court. 

VALUABLE ROLE FOOD BANKS 
PLAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, earlier this month we 
celebrated National Food Bank Day. 
Each year on the first Friday in Sep-
tember, we have an opportunity to rec-
ognize the valuable role that food 
banks play in our communities and 
offer thanks to the tireless volunteers 
who help feed hunger-challenged fami-
lies nationwide. 

No matter the time of the year, food 
banks and food pantries support our 
neighbors in need with access to food, 
and throughout the pandemic, we have 
seen just how critical this access can 
be. 

In 2018, more than 37 million Ameri-
cans were considered food insecure, in-
cluding 11 million children. The De-
partment of Agriculture, defines food 
insecurity as ‘‘a lack of consistent ac-
cess to enough food for an active, 
healthy life.’’ 

Healthy families need access to qual-
ity, nutritious food. As a former chair-
man of the Committee on Agriculture 
Subcommittee on Nutrition, Oversight, 
and Department Operations, this is an 
issue that I feel very passionately 
about. 

I am pleased to see the success of 
USDA’s Farmers to Families Food Box 
program and have heard a lot of posi-
tive feedback from volunteers and food 
bank staff in my district. 

Through the Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program, or CFAP, the USDA 
has delivered more than 90 million 
boxes of fresh, delicious, nutritious 
food to families in need. Fresh fruits 
and vegetables, milk and dairy prod-
ucts, meat and more have been distrib-
uted by food banks, community cen-
ters, and churches nationwide. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
how helpful this has been for our farm-
ers and ranchers as well. Earlier in the 
pandemic, we heard too many stories of 
dairy farmers dumping their milk and 
crops going to waste. The Farmers to 
Families Food Box program allows 
farmers to sell their products and crops 
to be used in the boxes which has re-
duced waste. 

John, from the Christian Food Bank 
of Elk County in my district, called the 
boxes a ‘‘Godsend,’’ noting that recipi-
ents were deeply appreciative and 
amazed by the quality and variety of 
the food. 

Mel Curtis, director of the Centre 
County YMCA, said the boxes have 
been extremely helpful for families be-
cause the boxes provide goods that in-
dividuals and families with limited in-
come may have to forego at the gro-
cery store. 

I would like to give a special shout- 
out to Mel Curtis and all of the other 
hardworking people at the Centre 
County YMCA. I have been particularly 
impressed with their high energy, can- 
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