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We all said we were going to try to 

address this using math, using science. 
But beyond that math and science— 
that is your benchmark—please, we 
need part of the consideration to be the 
emotional well-being of our kids. It 
also needs to be the well-being of their 
scholastics. 

Another project we are doing in the 
Joint Economic Committee—and I am 
going to geek out for a second— we are 
starting to do some math that says we 
may be damaging millions of Ameri-
cans in their future earning power. We 
are setting them back. We may be dam-
aging millions of Americans in their 
retirement. 

Because if you come to the tables, 
these actuarial tables that we have, 
and say: What happens if I lost earning 
power or I lost growth in my Social Se-
curity, in my pension, and even my ca-
reer path for several months, for a 
year? Have we taken a step backward 
and understood what other things are 
happening in our communities? 

It turns out one of the linchpins for 
the next part of the spiking of employ-
ment coming back, people getting back 
into society and our communities, is a 
barrier called daycare and schools. How 
many parents are doing their darndest 
to work from home, but the difficulty 
is doing it when your child is in the 
next room sitting behind a laptop com-
pletely depressed, trying to do tele-
school. 

We really need to have a tough con-
versation and be honest with the num-
bers and strip the crazy partisan de-
bate over: Is opening schools partisan? 

It is insanity. We have loved and 
cared for our kids. Let’s love on them. 
Let’s do the right thing. 

I am sorry to personalize the story, 
but I saw it through the lens of a 5- 
year-old. I can only imagine what so 
many others have gone through with 
their children. 

I mean, I am hearing stories of ado-
lescents—we had another one in my 
community just last week—who have 
taken their lives. Now, I don’t know if 
that is tied to not being able to social-
ize or not being able to get counseling 
services or just the human relations of 
being at school. I don’t know. But you 
do have to take a step backward and 
think about it. 

Are we willing to engage in this type 
of cruelty to our children, to those who 
are trying to build their careers so 
they can have a healthy retirement, 
take care of their family for future in-
vestments, for just the ability to be 
part of the American Dream? Because 
we have some well-organized groups 
out there that see a political advan-
tage. That is the definition of cruelty. 

Let’s take a step backward, go back 
to our earlier promises that we were 
going to do this through science. It is 
as much as the COVID statistics in 
your community and your school dis-
trict as the human element of let’s 
take care of our kids, let’s actually 
also take care of those parents. Let’s 
do the right thing here. 

I am so disappointed in so many of 
my brothers and sisters who are in the 
world of politics who are just blinded 
with a level of rage, that the need to 
win the election—well, I have sort of 
said it. 

Let’s move away from this sort of 
cruelty and move back to solutions. 
Whether it be my hope that we found a 
way to make healthcare more acces-
sible and more affordable to what we 
are going to do for our families to 
allow them to safely go back to school. 

My friend from Louisiana is here. I 
want to share my time with him, but I 
also want to understand what is about 
to happen with the hurricane. 

Didn’t you get blasted just a couple 
of weeks ago with very, very heavy 
rains? 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Incred-
ibly powerful winds, good sir. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Look, I have a 
soft spot. My mother was from Baton 
Rouge. It is one of the reasons I love 
the food. And every time I hear your 
accent, I think of my extended family. 

But I wanted to give you some time. 
Tell us what is happening in your com-
munity, and let us know, beyond 
thoughts and prayers, what is needed. 

I yield to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. HIGGINS). 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. I thank 
my friend, the gentleman, for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today simply to 
remind America of southwest Louisi-
ana’s plight in the wake of Hurricane 
Laura. While the national media and 
much of America has moved on, I will 
not allow the people of Louisiana to be 
forgotten here in Congress. 

Just 2 weeks ago, my district wit-
nessed the most powerful hurricane in 
our State’s modern history, sustained 
winds above 150-miles-per-hour, a 
storm surge over 10 feet, a catastrophic 
loss across much of the State. 

Thousands of families have been dis-
placed. Many are still without power, 
without water, without access to the 
internet, without sanitation. Virtually 
all infrastructure, public and private, 
was heavily damaged. 

Behind me are images from my dis-
trict. These are not isolated examples. 
This is every street, every neighbor-
hood, and every business across two en-
tire parishes of southwest Louisiana 
and beyond. 

I am grateful to President Trump for 
his quick response. He was on the 
ground just as soon as we could safely 
land Air Force One. I am grateful for 
his response and his strong commit-
ment. 

I am so thankful for the outpouring 
of support from faith-based and chari-
table organizations and from the 
countless first responders and volun-
teers who are working tirelessly to 
help Louisiana recover. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

HURRICANE LAURA RECOVERY IN 
LOUISIANA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. HIGGINS) is recognized for 
the remainder of the hour as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, my colleagues in Congress 
should provide, as I was saying, every 
necessary Federal resource. We must 
do everything in our power to ensure 
that southwest Louisiana is not forgot-
ten as we work through the long and 
difficult recovery. 

I have seen firsthand the best of Lou-
isiana, neighbors helping neighbors, 
communities coming together to re-
build and recover. 

It is what Louisiana does. We stand 
back up. Our people are resilient. We 
will rebuild. 

Louisiana, stand strong. You are not 
alone. You are loved. You are re-
spected. You will never be forgotten. 
We stand with you as one through this 
recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

b 1815 

DEFENDING AMERICA’S VALUES 
AND PROTECTING AMERICA’S 
COMMUNITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) 
for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the 
topic of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, to-

day’s Special Order, which I am proud 
to host, is about defending America’s 
values and protecting America’s com-
munities. 

I have no doubt that the greatness of 
our beloved country can be found in 
‘‘We the People,’’ and I would say that 
America is great because of the people 
and the values which they hold so dear: 
the things that we believe collectively, 
the ideals that we hold out and strive 
for as a nation, imperfect people striv-
ing for a more perfect Union. And those 
values distinguish this experiment in 
liberty and democracy. 

There is a reason that people from all 
over the world literally risk their lives 
to come here to be a part of this experi-
ment in self-government, and I would 
say those ideals consist, first and fore-
most, in the belief that the American 
people run the affairs of this country, 
and we believe in that doctrine of pop-
ular sovereignty. 

We believe that strong and healthy 
nations are nothing more than the cu-
mulative effect of strong and healthy 
families; that is, the family is the cor-
nerstone, at the cellular level it is the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:01 Sep 16, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15SE7.067 H15SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4421 September 15, 2020 
strength of the fabric of this country, 
and we should not make any apologies 
for policies that strengthen that core 
fabric. 

We believe in the rule of law. We be-
lieve in the Constitution. We believe 
that we are a nation of laws, not of 
men. And we in this Chamber, in this 
great body of the people’s House, 
should uphold, should promote, should 
defend these values; and when they are 
under assault and when they are not 
being lived up to, we should call that 
out. We should make sure that we are 
keepers of these values. 

I have a lot to say about one element 
that is a cornerstone of our democracy, 
and, quite frankly, it is a cornerstone 
of civil society anywhere, and that is 
law and order. That is justice. 

These are words, Mr. Speaker, that 
are easily found in the mission state-
ment of our Federal Government, ar-
ticulated, framed in the Constitution’s 
preamble. 

Domestic tranquillity—nobody, I 
would submit, knows more about the 
importance of rule of law, justice, and 
domestic tranquillity than my col-
league, Mr. CLAY HIGGINS from Lou-
isiana. He has been a decorated law en-
forcement officer. 

Like all of our men and women in 
uniform, he has put everything on the 
line to keep the bad guys away from 
our law-abiding citizens and their fam-
ilies and to make sure that we restrain 
evil and chaos so that we can continue 
the persistence of this great constitu-
tional democratic Republic. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS), my dear 
friend. 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman, and I 
thank you, Mr. Speaker, for recog-
nizing me. 

My friend and colleague is discussing 
the deterioration of traditional Amer-
ican values in our Nation this evening, 
and I think it is appropriate that we as 
a nation take pause and reflect upon 
our own lives, our own families and our 
histories, the traditions and cultures 
which we represent, the men and 
women we strive to be as we seek, from 
bended knee, the very deepest part of 
ourselves, the whisper of our Lord Him-
self within us, His spirit that dwells 
there, to seek perhaps the best part of 
us, the undiscovered and sometimes 
difficult-to-recognize truth that He has 
placed within our breast. 

During the course of my life—I am 59 
years old. I was born in 1961, the sev-
enth of eight children. I have witnessed 
the deterioration of traditional Amer-
ican values. 

As a failed and fallen man, arisen 
myself, redeemed by the blood of our 
Lord and savior, I have contributed to 
the demise and deterioration of our so-
ciety in my small part. I struggle as a 
man. 

Our journey, if you will, is to recog-
nize that we are imperfect and to seek 
that perfection, for our Nation itself 
was founded by imperfect men who 
were driven by perfect intent. 

The founding words of our original 
documents include, ‘‘in order to form a 
more perfect Union.’’ This is a very 
humble statement by men of wisdom 
and great stature of spirit. ‘‘In order to 
form a more perfect Union’’ are words 
that recognize that we are imperfect 
men. 

Therefore, during this time, this era 
of turmoil and tribulation and violence 
and mob rule, great division—included 
amongst that division is this Cham-
ber—I think it is appropriate that my 
friend, that my brother brings this to 
the focus of the Nation today. 

Growing up in high school in the sev-
enties, attended high school in the sev-
enties, every vehicle in the parking lot, 
a country school, had a rifle or a shot-
gun in the back glass, maybe a pistol 
under the seat, maybe all three. We 
didn’t have school shootings. 

When I began college in 1979 at LSU, 
I began to work my way through col-
lege as a carpenter. The company I 
worked for, we did historical renova-
tions. In order to qualify, Mr. Speaker 
and my friend, for the historical plaque 
for that renovation, a certain process 
had to be followed. We had to deter-
mine the original structure of that res-
idence. You could tell by the nature of 
the cut, whether it was a power cut or 
hand cut, how old it was; and with 
careful review and knowledgeable eyes, 
you knew exactly how that home was 
originally built. This is what fas-
cinated me as a young man beginning 
college and working hard with my 
hands with the skills my father had 
taught me. 

Do you know what these houses built 
100 years ago in the middle of a large 
city, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, do you 
know what they didn’t have, Mr. 
Speaker and my friend? 

I will answer that question to ob-
serve the rules of the House. 

Do you know what those houses did 
not have 100 years ago? Locks. They 
had no locks. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask us all to re-
flect on what happened to that coun-
try. What happened to the country that 
was bequeathed unto us, a country 
where the parking lots of high schools 
were filled with vehicles with weapons 
and we had no school shootings, a 
country where homes were built in cit-
ies with no locks? What happened to 
that country? 

I am prayerful that the answer to 
what happened to that country lies, as 
it always has, deep within us as men 
and women, as children of God. And we 
must seek, as a nation and within this 
Chamber, by this body, we must seek 
the guidance of our savior, His whisper 
deep to guide us through these trou-
bling times. 

I am thankful for men and leaders 
like my friend Representative 
ARRINGTON, who has, by the grace of 
God, brought this topic to the floor 
today, and I am humbled that he would 
allow me to rise unscripted and address 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
and the American people, whom I love. 

Let us return to the civility, love, 
and respect that founded our Nation, 
for therein is born courage and the will 
to move forward through any chal-
lenge. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
so grateful that my colleague and dear 
friend, Representative HIGGINS, joined 
this important conversation. 

It is clear, Mr. Speaker, my friend 
was not prepared or scripted formally, 
but he carries this great American 
story and the love and passion for pub-
lic service and for a better, stronger, 
safer, freer America in his heart. If you 
cut this man, he bleeds red, white, and 
blue, and I feel blessed to serve along-
side of him. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank him for his re-
marks. 

Mr. Speaker, as we talk about those 
values that have made America great 
and as we look out on the near horizon, 
we see a tremendous contrast and a 
distinct, maybe as definitive and dis-
tinct as we have ever had before the 
electorate of the vision, plans, and 
policies of one party versus another: 

One with vast greater authority and 
power in the government; one that 
would continue to treasure, defend, and 
promote free people in a free country. 

One would want to plan the economy 
from Washington, D.C.; the other vi-
sion and plan and policies would trust 
the ingenuity and the God-given gifts 
of the American people to create value 
for their fellow Americans and the free 
exchange of ideas of services and prod-
ucts, the free enterprise system, which 
has made this country the most pros-
perous country on the face of the plan-
et and in the history of the world. 

b 1830 
Yes, Mr. Speaker, it is freedom. And 

it is our core values of in God we trust 
and out of many one that we have ele-
vated the human spirit like no other 
system of self-governance. 

And I have friends here who are 
friends of freedom. They are champions 
of the Constitution. And they are keep-
ers of the flame of these precious val-
ues that every day they take to the 
floor of the House to defend. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to CHIP ROY, a 
fellow Texan, so he may come and 
share his heart. He was so eloquent in 
our first series on defending America’s 
values. Today we have added to that 
defending and protecting our commu-
nities and respecting rule of law. 

Mr. CHIP ROY from the Lone Star 
State. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Texas for yielding. 

I would note, my friend, I think we 
have got another little bit of time re-
served on the back end that I will take 
and see my time, and I am happy to let 
others use that time as well, if we go 
over and blend that time together, and 
I would be happy to turn it over to my 
colleagues, as well. 

I just want to thank you for doing 
this. 

Again, this institution, we ought to 
be meeting here together with 435 
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Members present. It is our obligation 
and our solemn duty to do so, but in-
stead, we continue to play political 
games, political theater. And we are 
seeing the carnage on our streets in 
terms of businesses and in terms of real 
lives, in terms of law enforcement. 

Two deputies in Los Angeles shot 
point blank just this last week, and 
people egging it on, cheering it on and 
encouraging them to die. What kind of 
cultural rot do we have in our commu-
nities while this body sits here empty, 
putting on a show because that is what 
this body has become, putting on a 
show? 

So I would say to the Speaker of the 
House: Where are you? Why is the 
Speaker not here right now? Why is the 
majority leader not right here right 
now? 

We come back in to finally meet in 
September. We have had 19 days so far 
of voting on the floor of this body over 
the last 6 months. Think about that. It 
is absolutely irresponsible. 

I say: Where is the Speaker? Why 
aren’t we here doing the hard work for 
the American people so that we can get 
our small businesses working again, 
get our economy back again? 

And why aren’t we right here stand-
ing up unified, saying that we stand 
alongside the law enforcement commu-
nity of the United States? Why aren’t 
we standing up with the cops: Federal, 
State, and local? Why aren’t we saying 
we stand with them, this body, the peo-
ple’s House? 

And that is what this is about, Amer-
ican greatness and standing up and 
protecting our communities, pro-
tecting those values, securing the 
blessings of liberty as articulated in 
the Constitution of the United States 
which reflects the Declaration of Inde-
pendence which articulated the rights 
of mankind for the first time in human 
history. 

That is what this Nation is about, 
and I am glad to stand up, and I will 
join you in a little bit more. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend and colleague, and I 
would just pose the question to the 
American people who are watching us 
in the people’s House: Should we be fo-
cused on what our Speaker and Demo-
cratic colleagues suggest is an impera-
tive in this time of unprecedented cri-
sis, unprecedented lawlessness, to have 
a sense of Congress, or a House Resolu-
tion that condemns the use of the place 
of origin of this virus? Or should we 
have a sense of Congress uniting all 
Americans in condemning the lawless-
ness and the violence that is burning 
through the great American cities 
without nigh even a word. 

I would suggest my colleagues who 
remain silent are complicit as much as 
the local leaders who have abandoned 
their law-abiding citizens at such a 
time as this. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
ROY for his love of country and his pas-
sion for public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I will pass the mike, if 
you will, to my colleague from the 

Peach State, who is—I think he would 
be okay with me saying that he works 
for the people of the 10th District of 
Georgia, but he serves the King of 
Kings. He was a minister of the gospel 
and will always be first and foremost a 
proud representative and ambassador 
of our Lord Jesus. Again, honored to 
serve with him. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to Georgia’s 10th 
District Representative JODY HICE. 

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. I ap-
preciate those kind words, and it is an 
honor, indeed, in every way to serve 
with you both here in the Congress and 
for the kingdom of our Lord. 

I go back, and I think of some of the 
words of our very first President. He 
said that there were two indispensable 
supports, indispensable supports, upon 
which this entire Nation rests. They 
were religion and morality. 

And about those things he said: In 
vain would that person claim the trib-
ute of patriotism, who would labor to 
subvert these two pillars of human 
happiness. In fact, he said, you could 
not claim to be a patriot if you did not 
understand the role of religion and mo-
rality as indispensable supports of this 
great country. 

And the reason for that is because 
this concept of limited government can 
only work when the people are able to 
self-govern their own lives with an au-
thentic understanding of right and 
wrong. 

It is when people are able to govern 
their lives properly that we are able to 
enjoy the blessings of liberty in a coun-
try with limited government over-
seeing and bearing down on our lives. 

And so these are indispensable sup-
ports, supports these days that we are 
chipping away at, chipping away at on 
a regular basis. We see the results of it 
as now night after night on television 
we are watching radical left groups hi-
jacking our cities and turning them 
into war zones. 

We are watching the horror, the spec-
tacle of the violence and the burning 
and the looting, the destruction of 
human lives and businesses, of dreams, 
of what America consists of. And here 
we sit in this place doing virtually 
nothing about it. The silence is not 
only deafening, it is frightful, as we sit 
here doing nothing. 

In fact, the chants continue. From 
the other side of the aisle it seems as 
though there is an embracing of these 
types of chants that all cops are bad, to 
defund the police. It is as though we 
don’t realize that it is impossible to 
have law and order if in the mix of it 
somewhere we don’t have law enforce-
ment. These types of chants are not 
only idiotic, they are dangerous, and 
they have consequences. This type of 
rhetoric in and of itself lights a fire for 
more of it. And we are watching the 
consequences, as my friend just talked 
about a few moments ago, as police of-
ficers are killed and shot and cities de-
stroyed. 

Is this the kind of country we want 
to leave to our children and our grand-

children? Do we want to pass this prob-
lem on to them and say: Tag, you’re it; 
you go fix it? 

This is our country, both sides of the 
aisle. This is our country. These are 
our dreams. These are our values of life 
and liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness, and we are watching them burn 
down right in front of us while we do 
nothing about it. 

Now is the time for this Chamber to 
stand up and to be vocal that we as 
Americans, from both sides of the aisle, 
love those things that unite us as a Na-
tion, as we continue down this path of 
opposition to the Judeo-Christian prin-
ciples upon which our Nation was 
founded on. The truth is Marxism and 
anarchy have no place in America, and 
it is our responsibility to defend those 
rights, to defend those blessings. Now 
is the time to stand up and discontinue 
this assault on our country and the 
values that bring us together and bring 
people from all over the world to this 
great Nation, rather than for us to con-
tinue burning them down. 

I want to thank my friend. The re-
ality is if we do not stand up for Amer-
ican values and these great principles, 
no one else will. It is our task in this 
Chamber to do the right thing. And I 
deeply appreciate my friend for leading 
the way on this issue and for allowing 
me a few moments to speak. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to have Representative JODY 
HICE, a warrior for America’s tradi-
tional values, for our Constitution, for 
our rule of law join in this important 
conversation with the American people 
in the people’s House. I am honored to 
have you and grateful for your words. 

Who would have thought that we 
would be here while once great Amer-
ican cities are being terrorized by vio-
lent, mob thugs who kill law enforce-
ment officers in cold blood and then go 
to the hospital for those who have sur-
vived and to cry death to the cops. 
These are men and women who risk 
their life and limb to make sure we 
have civil order, justice, and domestic 
tranquility at the heart of this great 
Nation, defense, safety, security for 
our fellow Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, VICKY HARTZLER is an-
other champion for the people of the 
Fourth District of Missouri. She is the 
chairwoman of the Value Action Team, 
so she is the lead keeper of that flame, 
and we are honored that she is here 
from the Show Me State. 

And after all is said and done in 
Washington—more is said than done— 
she is a show-me leader. She is a doer, 
and she is fighting every day for these 
American values and for the next gen-
eration of Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to Mrs. VICKY 
HARTZLER. 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Representative ARRINGTON for 
yielding and for hosting this event and 
focusing on our need to protect Amer-
ica’s communities. With what is hap-
pening right now this topic is foremost 
in everyone’s minds, and the need 
could not be greater. 
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Daily we are shown footage of yet an-

other riot in one of America’s great 
cities. Mobs are destroying property, 
defacing buildings, breaking out win-
dows of family-owned businesses, and 
looting the merchandise. Cars are 
being set on fire, and people are getting 
hurt. 

We need safe and secure neighbor-
hoods again. We need law and order to 
be restored. We need peace to prevail in 
our hearts, in our families, and in our 
communities. 

That is where our peace officers come 
in. They are the ones who keep the 
peace. They are the ones who allow our 
families to live in safety, security, 
peace and quiet. We need that now. We 
need them now. 

They sometimes are called law en-
forcement officers. That is accurate, 
but I like another term, peace officers. 
Because that is what they are. 

Every year during Police Week, May 
15 is designated as Peace Officers Me-
morial Day to pay tribute to the local, 
State, and Federal peace officers who 
have died or who have been disabled in 
the line of duty. 

Sadly, I have had a police officer 
from my district, whose name was 
added to this memorial. And sadly, 
many more names are going to be 
added to the memorial next year, in-
cluding a selfless peace officer from 
Missouri named David Dorn. 

David had served his fellow man pre-
serving the peace for over 38 years. He 
was a loyal friend, a devoted husband, 
and a beloved member of the St. Louis 
community. And on the night of June 
2nd he volunteered to help a friend in 
need who owned a small business, 
which was in danger of being destroyed 
by looters and rioters. He didn’t want 
his friend’s life’s work to be turned 
into rubble, so he went down to help by 
sitting in front of the business and, 
hopefully, discouraging any harm from 
being done to his friend’s business. 

Tragically, David was fatally shot by 
violent protestors, and left to die on 
the sidewalk. His execution was broad-
cast live on Facebook while his son 
watched at home. No arrests were 
made. His killer got away in the thick-
et of violence and riots. 

Nothing about this protest was 
peaceful. There are peaceful protests, 
and I commend them. There is a na-
tional conversation that is worth hav-
ing to ensure everyone feels safe in our 
communities, but what we are seeing 
night after night in many of our cities 
is not a peaceful protest. It is thugs hi-
jacking a legitimate cause to advance 
their agenda of personal gain, anarchy, 
and destruction. And it must end. 

We must work to bring peace back 
into our communities by restoring law 
and order, by valuing our selfless peace 
officers, and by establishing clear puni-
tive consequences for those who incite 
violence. 
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We must deter and stop those who in-
cite riots in any capacity, from orga-

nizing and promoting a riot to partici-
pating or assisting those who do. Those 
who loot and destroy must be held to 
account. 

That is why I am proud to support 
H.R. 8031, the David Dorn Act of 2020. 
This bill increases the maximum im-
prisonment penalty for rioting to 10 
years and sets the minimum fine to 
$1,000. 

It sends a clear message to rioters 
that their reckless actions are rep-
rehensible and that we are committed 
to making sure not a single peace offi-
cer faces the same fate as David Dorn. 

The answer to this mayhem is not to 
defund our peace officers; it is to de-
fend them and to give them the tools 
that they need to keep the peace. 

In the Commitment to America 
House Republicans announced today, 
we propose to increase funding by $1.75 
billion for better police training, com-
munity policing, and more equipment, 
including 500,000 more body cameras. 

This is the right way to secure the 
peace, not by destroying our neighbor-
hoods. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on all Americans 
to work together to be peacemakers 
and restore peace and quiet and secu-
rity to our neighborhoods and to em-
brace and defend the values that made 
America great. 

Now is our time of decision; now is 
when we will choose which road we will 
go on; and now is the time to stand up 
and to defend what we know is best and 
true and right and will truly bring se-
curity and peace to our neighborhoods. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman and dear friend 
from the Show Me State for showing us 
the right path to condemn this vio-
lence, to support our men and women 
in uniform who are risking life and 
limb to keep us safe and to keep the 
bad guys away. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time is re-
maining on our Special Order? I fear 
my time is running short, as you stand 
from your chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 15 seconds re-
maining. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
know we have 30 more minutes that 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY) 
was kind enough to share in the con-
text of Defending America’s Values. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
CHIP ROY for joining me tonight on the 
Special Order, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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PROTECTING AMERICA’S VALUES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) 
for organizing this Special Order to 
talk about such an important topic. 

Mr. Speaker, I have some things that 
I am going to talk about as well, but I 

yield to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BAIRD). 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the time, and I thank my friend 
from Texas for giving me this oppor-
tunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the timeless American principles of 
freedom, equality, and opportunity. 
These principles are the foundation on 
which our Nation was built, an idea 
that all men are created equal and 
have certain unalienable rights given 
by our creator. 

You can come to America and be free 
to pursue your dreams and be equal to 
your peers in the eyes of the law. 

There are some people who believe 
that socialism is a better tool to 
achieve the American Dream. Using 
history as a guide, we know that this is 
wrong. 

Our Constitution is special because it 
limits the power of government while 
safeguarding our freedoms and our civil 
rights. 

As we strive to make this country 
better, let us remember the selfless 
Americans who throughout our history 
have struggled, fought, and died in the 
hopes of creating a more perfect union. 

I will fight to keep America as the 
shining light on the hill. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
ARRINGTON). 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, we 
have one more defender of America’s 
values, and he is a constitutional 
scholar and attorney, but he also is the 
leader of the largest conservative cau-
cus in the Republican Conference and a 
dear friend of us all. We are grateful for 
his time, Mr. MIKE JOHNSON from the 
great State of Louisiana. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. JOHN-
SON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I give thanks to both the gen-
tlemen from Texas for organizing this 
Special Order tonight, to all of our col-
leagues who have spoken tonight, and 
to my dear friend Congressman BAIRD 
for all that he has given for his coun-
try. The words that he shared he means 
from his heart, and he has shown and 
proven that. 

We organized this Special Order to 
talk about protecting America’s values 
and protecting our communities. 

There is a lot of outrage. There is a 
lot of alarm in the country today. And 
it is justified. 

It was just a couple of days ago, of 
course, in Los Angeles where two sher-
iff’s deputies, a 24-year-old man and a 
31-year-old young mother, were bru-
tally attacked as they just sat in their 
police cruiser. 

As they were rushed to the hospital, 
protesters were blocking the entrances 
and exits to the emergency room, 
chanting: ‘‘We hope they die. Kill the 
police.’’ 

It is outrageous. It is alarming. 
This is just the latest example, of 

course, of the violence and vitriol 
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