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MR. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
965, the yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-

on

vice, and there were—yeas 230, nays
171, not voting 29, as follows:
[Roll No. 180]
YEAS—230

Adams Gomez Omar
Aguilar Gongzalez (TX) Pallone
Allred Gottheimer Panetta
Axne Green, Al (TX) Pappas
Barragan Grijalva Pascrell
Bass Haaland Payne
Beatty Harder (CA) Perlmutter
Bera Hastings Peters
Beyer Hayes Peterson
Bishop (GA) Heck Phillips
Blumenauer H}ggms (NY) Pingree
Blunt Rophester Himes Pocan
Bonamici Horn, Kendra S. Porter
Boyle, Brendan Horsford Pressley

F. Houlahan Price (NC)
Brindisi Hoyer Quigley
Brown (MD) Huffman Raskin
Brownley (CA) Jackson Lee Rice (NY)
Bustos Jayapal Richmond
Butterfield Jeffries Rose (NY)
Carbajal Johnson (GA)
Cardenas Johnson (TX) Rouda,
Carson (IN) Kaptur Roybal-Allard
Cartwright Keating Ruiz
Case Kelly (IL) Ruppersberger
Casten (IL) Kennedy Rush
Castor (FL) Khanna Ryan
Castro (TX) Kildee Sanchez
Chu, Judy Kilmer Sarbanes
Cicilline Kim Scanlon
Cisneros Kind Schakowsky
Clark (MA) Kirkpatrick Schiff
Clarke (NY) Krishnamoorthi Schneider
Clay Kuster (NH) Schrader
Cleaver Lamb Schrier
Clyburn Langevin Scott (VA)
Cohen Larsen (WA) Scott, David
Connolly Larson (CT) Serrano
Cooper Lawrence Sewell (AL)
Correa Lawson (FL) Shalala
Costa Lee (CA) Sherman
Courtney Lee (NV) Sherrill
Cox (CA) Levin (CA) Sires
Craig Levin (MI) Slotkin
Crist Lieu, Ted Smith (WA)
Crow Lipinski Soto
Cuellar Loebsack Spanberger
Cunningham Lofgren Speier
Dav%ds (KS) Lowenthal Stanton
Davis (CA) Lowey Stevens
Davis, Danny K.  Lujan Suozzi
Dean Luria Swalwell (CA)
DeFazio Lynch Takano
DeGette Malinowski Thompson (CA)
DeLauro Maloney, Thompson (MS)
DelBene Carolyn B. Titus
Delgado Maloney, Sean Tlaib
Demings Matsui
DeSaulnier McAdams Tonko
Deutch McBath Torres (CA)
Dingell McCollum Torres Small
Doggett McEachin (NM)
Doyle, Michael McGovern Trahan

F. McNerney Trone
Engel Meeks Underwood
Escobar Meng Vargas
Eshoo Mfume Veasey
Espaillat Moore Velg
Evans Morelle Velazquez
Finkenauer Moulton Visclosky
Fletcher Mucarsel-Powell ~ Wasserman
Foster Murphy (FL) Schultz
Frankel Nadler Waters
Fudge Napolitano Watson Coleman
Gallego Neal Welch
Garamendi Neguse Wexton
Garcia (IL) Norcross wild
Garcia (TX) O’Halleran Wilson (FL)
Golden Ocasio-Cortez Yarmuth

NAYS—171

Abraham Babin Bergman
Allen Bacon Biggs
Amash Baird Bilirakis
Armstrong Balderson Bishop (NC)
Arrington Barr Bishop (UT)

Bost

Brady
Brooks (AL)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burchett
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Cheney
Cline

Cloud

Cole

Comer
Conaway
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson (OH)
Davis, Rodney
DesJarlais
Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Estes
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fortenberry
Foxx (NC)
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garcia (CA)
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gonzalez (OH)
Gooden
Gosar
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie

Aderholt
Amodei
Banks
Brooks (IN)
Collins (GA)
Cook
Diaz-Balart
Flores
Gabbard
Granger

Hagedorn
Harris
Hartzler
Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Hill (AR)
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Hurd (TX)
Jacobs
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (PA)
Katko

Keller

Kelly (MS)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Latta

Lesko

Long
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Marshall
Massie

Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McKinley
Miller
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Murphy (NC)
Newhouse
Norman
Nunes
Palazzo
Palmer
Pence

Perry

Posey

Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (SC)
Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)
Rose, John W.
Rouzer
Rutherford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil

Stivers
Taylor
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Tipton
Turner
Upton

Van Drew
Wagner
Walberg
Walker
Walorski
Waltz
Watkins
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Wright

Yoho

Young

Zeldin

NOT VOTING—29

Graves (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Holding
Johnson (LA)
Joyce (OH)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
Marchant
McHenry
Meuser
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Olson

Roy
Shimkus
Spano
Steube
Stewart
Thornberry
Timmons
Walden

Mrs. MILLER and Mr. VAN DREW

changed their vote from ‘‘yea”

unay.n

to

So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above rec

orded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CONGRESS

Axne (Raskin)
Barragan (Beyer)
Bera (Aguilar)
Blumenauer
(Beyer)
Bonamici
(Raskin)
Brownley (CA)
(Clark (MA))
Cardenas
(Gomez)
Case
(Cartwright)
Clay (Davids
(K8))
Costa (Cooper)
Davis (CA) (Wild)
DeGette (Blunt
Rochester)

DelBene (Heck)
DeSaulnier
(Matsui)
Doggett (Raskin)
Engel (Pallone)
Escobar (Garcia
(TX))
Foster (Beyer)
Frankel (Clark
(MA))
Garamendi
(Sherman)
Gonzalez (TX)
(Gomez)
Grijalva (Garcia
(IL))
Hastings
(Wasserman
Schultz)

Horsford (Kildee)
Huffman (Kildee)
Jayapal (Raskin)
Johnson (TX)
(Jeffries)
Kennedy
(Deutch)
Khanna (Gomez)
Kind (Beyer)
Kirkpatrick
(Gallego)
Kuster (NH)
(Clark (MA))
Lawson (FL)
(Evans)
Lieu, Ted (Beyer)
Lipinski (Cooper)
Lofgren (Jeffries)
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Lowenthal Payne Sanchez
(Beyer) (Wasserman (Aguilar)
Lowey (Tonko) Schultz) Schakowsky
McNerney Peters (Rice (Kel}y (IL))
(Raskin) (NY)) Schneider
Meng (Clark Peterson (Vela) (Houlahan)
(MA)) Pingree (Clark Serrano
oo ey O o
Mucarsel-Powell  Porter (Wexton) Speier (Scanlon)
(Wasserman Price (NC) Thompson (CA)
Schultz) (Butterfield) (Kildee)
Nadler (Jeffries) Rooney (FL) Titus (Connolly)
Napolitano (Beyer) Visclosky
(Correa) Roybal-Allard (Raskin)
Omar (Pressley) (McCollum) Watson Coleman
Panetta (Kildee) Ruiz (Aguilar) (Pallone)
Pascrell Rush Welch
(Pallone) (Underwood) (McGovern)
Wilson (FL)
(Hayes)
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 19 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at 1 o’clock and
34 minutes p.m.

REAPPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL
TO THE HEALTH INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s re-
appointment, pursuant to section
4003(e) of the 21st Century Cures Act
(Pub. L. 114-255), and the order of the
House of January 3, 2019, of the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the
House to the Health Information Tech-
nology Advisory Committee:

Mr. Arien Malec, Oakland, California

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable KEVIN
MCcCARTHY, Republican Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 21, 2020.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER, pursuant to 42 USC
Sec. 300jj-12, I am pleased to appoint the fol-
lowing individual to the Health Information
Technology Advisory Committee:

Ms. Cynthia A. Fisher, Newton, Massachu-
setts

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Republican Leader.

DELIVERING FOR AMERICA ACT

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to House
Resolution 1092, I call up the bill (H.R.
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8015) to maintain prompt and reliable
postal services during the COVID-19
health emergency, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1092, an
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 116-61, modified by
the amendment printed in House Re-
port 116-480, is adopted and the bill, as
amended, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 8015

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Delivering for
America Act’.

SEC. 2. PROMPT AND RELIABLE POSTAL SERV-
ICES DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the period beginning
on the date of enactment of this Act and ending
on the last day of the COVID-19 public health
emergency or January 31, 2021, whichever is
later, the United States Postal Service may not
implement or approve any change to the oper-
ations or the level of service provided by the
Postal Service from those in effect on January 1,
2020, that would reduce service performance or
impede prompt, reliable, and efficient services,
including any of the following actions:

(1) Any change in the nature of postal serv-
ices which will generally affect service on a na-
tionwide or substantially nationwide basis.

(2) Any revision of service standards.

(3) Any closure or consolidation of any post
office or postal facility, or any reduction of such
office or facility hours.

(4) Any prohibition or restriction on the use of
overtime or overtime pay to Postal Service offi-
cers or employees.

(5) Any change that would prevent the Postal
Service from meeting its service standards or
cause a decline in measurements of performance
relative to those service standards.

(6) Any change that would have the effect of
delaying deferring, or curtailing mail, allowing
for the mon-delivery of mail to a delivery route,
or increasing the volume of undelivered mail.

(7) Treating election mail as any class of mail
other than first-class mail, regardless of whether
such treatment requires payment of overtime
pay to officers or employees of the Postal Serv-
ice.

(8) Removing, decommissioning, or any other
stoppage of mail sorting machines, other than
for routine maintenance.

(9) Removing or eliminating any mail collec-
tion box that is available to the public.

(10) Enacting any rule, policy, or standard
the purpose or effect of which would delay the
delivery of mail to or from a government entity.

(11) Instituting any hiring freeze.

(b) REVERSAL OF POLICIES HINDERING DELIV-
ERY OF MAIL.—The United States Postal Service
shall reverse any initiative or action that is
causing delay in processing or delivery or non-
delivery of the mail.

(c¢) ELECTION MAIL.—

(1) POLICY ON POSTMARKS.—It shall be the
policy of the United States Postal Service to
postmark, which shall include any imprinted in-
dicia from the Postal Service that indicates the
date of receipt, all election mail processed by the
Postal Service.

(2) SAME-DAY PROCESSING.—The United States
Postal Service shall ensure, to the marimum ex-
tent practical, that election mail is processed
and cleared from any postal facility or post of-
fice on the same day it is received at such a fa-
cility or post office.
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(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term “COVID-19 public health emer-
gency’ means the public health emergency de-
clared by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services on January 27, 2020, with respect to the
2019 Novel Coronavirus;

(2) the term ‘‘election mail’’ means mail con-
sisting of—

(A) voter registration application forms, com-
pleted voter registration application forms, and
voter registration cards or similar materials;

(B) absentee and other mail-in ballot applica-
tion forms, blank absentee and other mail-in
ballots, and completed absentee and other mail-
in ballots; and

(C) other materials relating to an election
which are mailed by a State or local election of-
ficial to individuals who are registered to vote in
the election; and

(3) the term ‘‘govermment entity’”’ means the
Federal Government or any State (as that term
is defined in section 311 of title 5, United States
Code) or local government and any subdivision
thereof.

SEC. 3. ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE
POSTAL SERVICE.

There is appropriated, out of any money in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, for an ad-
ditional payment to the Postal Service Fund (es-
tablished under section 2003 of title 39, United
States Code), $25,000,000,000, to remain available
until expended. Of the amount appropriated in
the previous sentence, $15,000,000 shall be trans-
ferred to ‘“‘United States Postal Service—Office
of Inspector General—Salaries and Expenses’’.
SEC. 4. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to alter
or otherwise effect the terms and conditions of
section 3406 of title 39, United States Code (re-
lating to balloting materials under the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting
Act).

SEC. 5. BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amounts provided by
this Act are designated as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 4(g) of the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (2 U.S.C. 933(g)).

(b) DESIGNATION IN THE SENATE.—In the Sen-
ate, this Act is designated as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 4112(a) of H. Con.
Res. 71 (115th Congress), the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2018.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 2
hours, equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

The gentlewoman from New York
(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY) and the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. COMER)
each will control 1 hour.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that all Members may have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks and insert extra-
neous material on H.R. 8015.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 5
minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Delivering for America Act. I
also rise in strong support of the brave
postal workers across this Nation who

H4271

are continuing to deliver the mail for
the American people in the middle of a
global pandemic.

The Postal Service is a critical com-
ponent of America’s infrastructure. It
provides a lifeline of medication, sup-
plies, and mail for all Americans, ev-
erywhere they live, especially in this
time of need.

BEarlier this year, the Postal Service
asked Congress to help. They asked us
for $25 billion in critical assistance to
help navigate through this crisis, just
like all these other industries did, busi-
nesses and entities that received Fed-
eral funds from Congress.

This was not a Democratic request.
It came from the Postal Service, and it
was supported unanimously by the
Board of Governors, all of whom were
appointed by President Trump.

In response to this urgent request,
the House acted. The House said yes.
We acted swiftly to help the Postal
Service. We voted to include $25 billion
in the HEROES Act, and we passed it
on May 15.

Unfortunately, the President would
not agree, and the request has lan-
guished for more than 3 months. And
now we know why, because the Presi-
dent told us why. He admitted on na-
tional television that he was blocking
the $25 billion in order to hobble mail-
in voting. That is what he said, and I
would like to read it to you.

“They want $25 billion for the post
office. Now they need that money in
order to make the post office work, so
it can take all of these millions and
millions of ballots.”

Regrettably, it does not end there.
Now the new Postmaster General is
using this lack of funding to justify
sweeping and damaging changes to
Postal Service operations, and we have
seen the results: national headlines
about delays of days and weeks in mail,
veterans desperately waiting for their
medications, sorting machines being
ripped out and put in dumpsters.

Yesterday, some of my Republican
colleagues argued at the Rules Com-
mittee that there are ‘‘no delays.”
That is right, no delays happening any-
where. They claimed repeatedly that
there is no data that proves these
delays are real.

But we have eyes, and we have heard
accounts from across this Nation, from
our districts and every district in this
Nation, and we have the Postmaster
General himself who admitted yester-
day that there are, in fact, delays, that
he feels bad about them, and that he is
working feverishly to address them.

In addition, this afternoon, we have
something else. We have new informa-
tion. We have received new internal
Postal Service documents showing na-
tionwide performance data from July
and August, official post office data.
These new documents show that the
delays we have all heard about are ac-
tually far worse than previously ex-
pected and told us. And they are across
the board. They are across this Nation.
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This afternoon, I am making these
new documents available to all Mem-
bers of the House, and I urge you to re-
view them carefully. They will be
available on the floor during this de-
bate.

The bill we are considering today is
simple. It does two things. First, it
provides the $25 billion the Postal
Service requested on a bipartisan basis
to help during the coronavirus crisis.
Second, it returns delivery standards
to the way they were before the Post-
master General recently caused all
those delays, which has an impact on
the delivery and the ability of Ameri-
cans to vote by mail.

This is not a partisan issue. It makes
absolutely no sense to implement these
dramatic changes in the middle of a
pandemic less than 3 months before the
November elections.

The American people do not want
anyone messing with the post office.
They certainly do not want it to be po-
liticized. They just want their mail,
they want their medicines, and they
want their mail-in ballots delivered in
a timely way. And that is exactly what
our bill does.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in opposi-
tion to H.R. 8015, the Delivering for
America Act. This is the result of a
legislative process only slightly less
absurd than the conspiracies, insinu-
ations, and fabrications that gave rise
to the purported need for it.

I mean, just this second, the sponsor
of the bill says she has data now that
we can all receive while we are voting
on the bill. I mean, is this data from a
whistleblower? We all know their
record with whistleblowers.

The process is broken. Regardless, we
are here today debating a bill to simul-
taneously hamstring and bail out the
Postal Service. We have had no com-
mittee hearings or markups. On Mon-
day, we will hear from the new Post-
master General, after we vote on the
bill. It makes no sense. The result is
deeply flawed.

Although Dr. Fauci advised that
there is no reason Americans cannot
vote in person, citizens choosing to
vote by mail must have their ballots
delivered in a timely manner. The
Postmaster General has pledged that is
his mission. And on Friday, before the
Senate, he pledged ballots would be de-
livered faster than first-class mail,
without rate increases.

I want to turn now and, one by one,
debunk the Democrats’ conspiracy
theories.

First, Democrats claim DedJoy is re-
moving blue collection boxes to sabo-
tage the election. This is an absurd
claim. This removal process is routine.
The Postal Service has removed 35,000
boxes over the last 10 years. Under
President Obama, at least 12,000 mail-
boxes were removed, and no one cried
foul then.
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Second, Democrats claim Postmaster
DedJoy is removing mail sorters to in-
tentionally slow the mail. These sort-
ers were on track to be removed prior
to his appointment and reflect the re-
ality that mail volume is down 33 per-
cent over the past 15 years.
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The third Democrat claim is that the
Postal Service cannot manage volume
resulting from the upcoming election.
In 2019, the Postal Service handled an
average of 471 million pieces of mail
each day. Assuming all 158 million reg-
istered voters decided to vote by mail,
the total volume of requested and
mailed ballots would not exceed a typ-
ical day of total USPS mail volume.

Fourth, the Democrats claim the
Postmaster General’s pilot program
and his efforts to reduce excessive
overtime were intended to sabotage the
election. The Postmaster General testi-
fied he never sought to eliminate over-
time. Instead, he sought to get postal
operations on time so there would be
less need to rely on overtime and re-
duce extra mail truck trips. With over-
time costs of $1.1 billion in 2018 alone,
why wouldn’t you try to improve on
that?

The Fifth Democratic claim is that
the Postal Service General Counsel
sent letters to the Senate election
boards to intimidate and stoke fears.
Letters were also sent in May, well be-
fore Postmaster DeJoy took over—re-
member, the Postmaster has only been
in office 60 days—saying what the U.S.
Postal Service has been saying for
years, that some State election boards
have deadlines and requirements that
simply do not consider the reality of
Postal Service operations and logistics
constraints.

If a State allows voters to request ab-
sentee ballots 1 day before the election,
why wouldn’t the Postal Service advise
there might be a problem.

Sixth. Democrats are acting like any
mail delays are new and orchestrated
by Postmaster General DedJoy. As I
have said time and time again, I have
been hearing about postal delays for
years. Where there are delays, it makes
sense to figure out why, and it makes
even more sense to do something to fix
them.

And, finally, the false narrative that
the Postal Service is running out of
money and will cease operations before
the election. Currently, the Postal
Service has over $15 billion cash on
hand, that’s enough to keep it solvent
until August 2021, and enough time for
us to do the right thing.

Like the Russia hoax and the im-
peachment sham, the Democrats have
manufactured another scandal for po-
litical purposes.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, first, in response,
this is not a Democratic conspiracy
theory. Republican officials from
across this country, elected and ap-
pointed, have expressed their own con-
cerns about postal delays and the
President’s comments.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, even dur-
ing this pandemic with most agencies
down, we had not heard complaints
from the Postal Service until Louis
DedJoy was appointed Postmaster Gen-
eral. On the contrary, the pandemic
had not kept our mail from being faith-
fully delivered.

Almost immediately after DeJoy as-
sumed office, pandemonium broke out.
For example, in Ward 8 of my district,
there was no mail for 2 weeks. And the
District and 46 States have been
warned by the Postal Service itself
that it cannot guarantee that all mail
ballots will arrive in time to be count-
ed.

Mr. Dedoy did not tell the truth at
the Senate hearing yesterday. We know
that from a July 15 memorandum di-
recting employees explicitly to leave
mail behind and to significantly cut
overtime. We know that from an Au-
gust 7 Postal Service action that reas-
signed 23 top executives with decades
of institutional knowledge of postal op-
erations in order to centralize oper-
ations. We know and will bring out be-
fore this hearing is over today that the
Post Office continues to be sabotaged.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX), a member
of the Education Committee.

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, during my time in this Cham-
ber I have devoted myself to finding
the truth and working toward good
governance. That requires gathering
the facts and exposing the lies. It is in
this light that I rise today to oppose
H.R. 8015, the so-called Delivering for
America Act.

H.R. 8015 aims to solve a made-up cri-
sis by forcing the Postal Service to
double down on the very same activi-
ties that have caused it to lose money
consistently each year since 2006. Then
they give the Postal Service another
$25 billion to lose with no strings at-
tached.

Mr. Speaker, there is no immediate
Postal Service crisis. Democrats manu-
factured this crisis and are using it to
create fear and advance their agenda.
The Postal Service currently has $14
billion in cash on hand, which is
enough to sustain operations through
August of 2021. This comes on top of
the fact that the Postal Service has
not even touched the $10 billion loan
that Congress extended to it in the re-
cently passed CARES act.

The Postal Service has many long-
term problems, but there is no short-
term crisis. If Democrats were serious
about ensuring the longevity of the
Postal Service, we would finally pass
bipartisan measures like the Postal
Service Reform Act of 2017 that was
championed by former Representatives
Meadows and Cummings. This bill
would enact meaningful reforms, keep
mailing costs down, encourage innova-
tion, and not require additional tax-
payer bailouts.
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Our current Postmaster General
DedJoy took the job despite being
vilified in public. He was unanimously
selected by the bipartisan U.S. Postal
Service Board of Governors because the
board saw tremendous value in his dec-
ades of experience managing and grow-
ing a successful nationwide logistics
company. He certainly had the quali-
fications to work with Congress and
take on the task of postal reform.

Mr. Speaker, we need long-term solu-
tions to fix the long-term problems of
the Postal Service. H.R. 8015 merely
aims to score political points on an
issue that does not even exist. I urge
my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on this bill.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY), the distinguished chairman of
the Subcommittee on Government Op-
erations.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, we
just heard more of the same on the
other side of the aisle, denial and
disinformation. And I find it particu-
larly ironic that my friend from North
Carolina would cite the unanimous de-
cision of the Board of Governors.

Well, guess what? That same Board
of Governors unanimously rec-
ommended the $25 billion you are de-
clining that is in this bill today. It is
interesting how we cherry-pick facts.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Delivering for America Act.

There is an ongoing and concerted ef-
fort to disrupt the timeliness of mail
delivery and to erode public confidence
in the Postal Service, all leading, if
successful, to the largest voter suppres-
sion in American history since Jim
Crow.

The effort is being directed by the
new Postmaster General, Liouis DedJoy,
a crony and major donor of the Presi-
dent. A President who opposes mail-in
voting for everyone apparently but
himself and his wife. A President who
has called the Postal Service a joke
and a scam, and who threatened to
veto the CARES Act with $2 trillion for
desperately needed assistance all over
this country simply to block this fund-
ing.

On August 18, the Postmaster Gen-
eral announced, finally, he put a hold
on some of the sweeping operational
changes that were not only misguided
amid a pandemic, but actually eroded
public confidence in America’s favorite
government agency, the Postal Serv-
ice.

All in a day’s work for someone un-
qualified and unfit to begin with for
the office he now occupies.

By now we should all know better
than to take the administration at its
word. And despite the Postmaster’s re-
ported retreat, the sabotage continues.
The Postmaster is still not advocating
for additional funding for the Postal
Service, despite the recommendation
by his own Board of Governors. He is
still not committed to using overtime
as a tool during the pandemic to com-
pensate for 40,000 postal workers who
have had to quarantine or gotten sick.
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The Postmaster’s announcement
didn’t commit to reversing the cuts to
service and capacity, especially restor-
ing sorting machines that absolutely
are critical tools in moving large vol-
umes of mail, especially on the eve of a
consequential national election.

That is why this bill would restore
the service delivery standards and op-
erations in place before Mr. DedJoy
took office.

The Postmaster’s announcement
didn’t include an agenda to support
election mail that demonstrates a com-
mitment to helping the Postal Service
fulfill its historic role in this upcoming
election in a pandemic. That is why
this bill will ensure that election mail
is prioritized for expedited delivery, as
has been the practice in previous years.

The Postmaster’s announcement did
not explain to the public, whom he
serves, how an executive could fail so
spectacularly and still keep his job. So
we still have work to do because the
sabotage continues.

We must restore public confidence in
the Postal Service and its ability to
support voting by mail during the
worst pandemic in 100 years. American
democracy demands no less.

That is our history. That is the his-
tory Mr. DeJoy ignored, and that is the
awesome responsibility he betrayed.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
add, there is no evidence of the charges
of the gentleman from Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
MASSIE).

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, in March,
Speaker PELOSI called me a dangerous
nuisance for insisting that at least half
of Congress come back to vote on a $2
trillion bailout bill. This week, she has
called Congress into session to vote on
a post office bill that is nothing but po-
litical posturing.

Now, Speaker PELOSI told us we
would probably be back in August to
vote on a PPP bill. What she didn’t tell
us is that the PPP would stand for
PELOSTI’s political posturing.

Let me read a quote from the chief
operating officer of the U.S. Postal
Service that might explain what is
going on. ‘““The decision to consolidate
mail processing facilities recognizes
the urgent need to reduce the size of
the national mail processing network
to eliminate costly underutilized infra-
structure.” That was the chief oper-
ating officer under Obama and Biden.
In fact, that is from a press release in
2012 when they announced they were
closing nine processing facilities in the
State of Kentucky. In fact, they didn’t
remove the equipment, they locked the
doors and turned out the lights and
shut it down forever, even in Lex-
ington, Kentucky, our second biggest
city in Kentucky. A year earlier they
closed down a processing facility in my
district, the Obama administration
did—Obama/Biden.

I include those press releases in the
RECORD.
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[Feb. 23, 2012]
KENTUCKY MAIL PROCESSING CLOSINGS
ANNOUNCED

KENTUCKIANA DISTRICT—ASs a result of
studies begun five months ago, the Postal
Service has made the decision to move all
mail processing processing operations from:

Bowling Green, KY Processing and Dis-
tribution Facility (P&DF) to the Nashville,
TN, Processing and Distribution Center
(P&DO).

Campton, KY, Customer Service Mail
Processing Center (CSMPC) to the Louis-
ville, KY, P&DC.

Elizabethtown, KY, CSMPC to the Louis-
ville P&DC.

Hazard, KY, CSMPC to the Knoxville, TN,
P&DC.

Lexington, KY, P&DC to the Louisville
P&DC and the Knoxville P&DC.

London, KY P&DF to the Knoxville P&DC.

Paducah, KY, P&DF to the Evansville, IN,
P&DF.

Somerset, KY, CSMPC to the Knoxville
P&DC.

Once the transfers are completed, the mail
processing operation at the closing sites will
cease. There will be no change to any of the
retail units, business mail entry units or ve-
hicle maintenance facilities at these loca-
tions at this time.

It also has been determined as a result of
the study of the Louisville, KY, Annex, that
there was no significant opportunity to im-
prove efficiency or service through consoli-
dation of mail processing operations, and no
changes will be made at this time.

The Postal Service has experienced a 25
percent decline in First-Class Mail volume
since 2006, and receives no tax dollars for its
operations, relying instead on the sale of
postage, and postal products and services.

“The decision to consolidate mail proc-
essing facilities recognizes the urgent need
to reduce the size of the national mail proc-
essing network to eliminate costly underuti-
lized infrastructure,” said Chief Operating
Officer. ‘‘Consolidating operations is nec-
essary if the Postal Service is to remain via-
ble to provide mail service to the nation.”

Specific dates have not been set for the
transition. Until a specific date has been an-
nounced, residential and business mailers
will continue to be served through the cur-
rent facilities.

In December 2011, the Postal Service
agreed to impose a moratorium on closing or
consolidating post offices and mail proc-
essing facilities prior to May 15, 2012, to give
Congress and the Administration the oppor-
tunity to enact an alternative plan.

This delay was designed to allow Congress
sufficient time to enact comprehensive post-
al legislation. In the meantime, the Postal
Service continued all necessary steps re-
quired for the review of these facilities, in-
cluding public notifications, public input
meetings and consideration of public com-
ments.

Implementation of this consolidation is
contingent upon the outcome of pending
rulemaking for a proposal to revise existing
service standards. This announcement is pro-
vided in advance so that appropriate plan-
ning and notification can be made in accord-
ance with existing employee agreements.

A list of mail processing studies and their
status is available at usps.com/
ourfuturenetwork. Specific information
about individual studies, including public
meeting summaries and summary briefs, is
posted on the website, usps.com/
areamailprocessing, as it becomes available.

[Apr. 28, 2011]
ASHLAND MAIL PROCESSING OPERATIONS
MOVING TO CHARLESTON, WV

ASHLAND, KY—ASs a result of a study begun

in September 2010, the Postal Service has
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made the decision to move mail processing
operations from the Ashland Processing and
Distribution Facility to the Charleston WV
Processing and Distribution Facility.

Kentuckiana District Manager James W.
Kiser said, ‘““‘Given the drastic 20 percent de-
cline in mail volume the Postal Service has
experienced since 2007, we must take action
to reduce the size of our mail processing net-
work. Consolidating operations and placing
our people where we need them is necessary
if the Postal Service is to remain viable to
provide mail service to the nation.”

I understand our employees’ concern over
this move,” Kiser added, ‘‘but the consolida-
tion makes sense given the fiscal realities.
The Charleston facility has the capacity to
handle the additional workload and we can
realize significant savings by shifting oper-
ations there.”

The transition is expected to be completed
by January 2012. Some employees may be re-
assigned to the Charleston facility or to
other vacant positions as a result of the
move.

This move will not cause any changes in
local mail delivery,” said Kiser. ‘‘Letters
mailed to local addresses will be delivered
the next day, the same as before. I am con-
fident the transition will be smooth and
transparent to our customers and they will
continue to receive the same excellent serv-
ice they always have.”

There will be no change in service stand-
ards for 96.3 percent of mail. However, as a
result of the consolidation, service to 403-406,
413-414, 417-418, 430-432 and 456 will change
from overnight to 2-day. Service to 246-248,
250-253, 258-259 and 261-266 will improve from
2-day to overnight. ‘“The significant cost
savings and productivity gains expected from
this consolidation were deciding factors in
making this very difficult decision,” said
Kiser.

Full retail services will still be available
at the Ashland Post Office.

The Ashland Business Mail Entry Unit will
remain open for large volume business mail-
ers. Large volume business mailers will be
able to bring their mail to the Ashland Busi-
ness Mail Entry Unit at 1140 Carter Ave.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, my mail,
if T send it to my neighbor, goes to
Charleston, West Virginia, before it
comes back to Kentucky. Is this part of
some vast conspiracy? No. It’s part of a
decade’s long realignment process
where the post office is trying to
match the needs of the consumers to
the post office infrastructure.

These voter suppression conspiracies,
who knows what the Democrats will
blame next. Last month they were
blaming the Census, this month they
are blaming the post office, probably
next month they will blame Amtrak.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LYNCH), the chair of the Sub-
committee on National Security for
the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, as chair-
man of the Subcommittee on National
Security, I want to rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 8015, the Delivering for
America Act.

This urgent legislation would reverse
the ill-advised changes to mail delivery
that the new Postmaster General has
implemented to the injury of every
American’s right to vote, and at a seri-
ous peril to our democracy.
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In my own district, in the city of
Boston and city of Brockton, the Post-
al Service has removed at least six
high-capacity mail sorting machines in
the mail facility in South Boston, and
two more from the postal processing
and distribution center in the city of
Brockton, causing a 4- to 5-day delay
right now in the city of Brockton.

[ 1400

Why would someone do that 10 days
before a congressional primary in Mas-
sachusetts in the midst of a pandemic
when people are being asked to vote by
mail in order to keep themselves safe?

Mr. Speaker, I was elected on 9/11,
the day of the terrorist attacks on our
country. As horrific as that day was, I
feel proud that our Nation came to-
gether, as Americans do in difficult
times. We mourned our fallen heroes.
We tried to comfort their families. And
we turned to face our adversary to-
gether, Democrat and Republican.

Looking back, I believe our democ-
racy was less in danger then than it is
today. I say that for two reasons. First,
because we were united then, and we
are divided today. And we know who
divides us. Secondly, back then, the
threat was external. But today, at this
moment, the greatest threat to our de-
mocracy is the current administration.

I call on my colleagues: Stand to-
gether. Stand together and defend de-
mocracy. Defend your own constitu-
ents’ right to vote. I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H.R. 8015.

Defend democracy. You will miss it
when it is gone.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. HICE), the ranking member of
the Subcommittee on Government Op-
erations.

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the ranking member and my
friend for yielding.

I would counter by saying the great-
est threat to democracy in the country
is the current majority in the House of
Representatives. What we are doing
even right here today, what we are
doing right now, we haven’t even had a
hearing on this.

We are going to have a hearing on
Monday for something we are voting on
today. Absolute political malpractice
is what we are watching right here.
Why do we even debate this? Why don’t
we have a vote and then debate it?
That is the same issue as what we are
doing right now.

My Democratic friends over here are
blaming the President as though he is
involved in voter suppression. We want
to talk about voter suppression. We
want to talk about influencing the
vote.

Our own Speaker PELOSI just a little
while ago had a press conference in
which she was touting, 100 days ago,
the HEROES Act passed. What she did
not say was what was in the HEROES
Act: forbidding States from having
voter ID.

We are going to have universal mail-
in ballots, no voter ID. We are going to
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have ballot harvesting across the coun-
try. So, we have no purging of votes.
We are just going to send out millions
of ballots, among which deceased peo-
ple are there, folks who have moved, or
ballots just being sent out all over the
place. There will be no voter IDs re-
quired. Yet, all these ballots, somebody
is going to vote for them and send
them back in. Talk about political
malpractice.

The chairwoman herself ought to be
the first to stand up and testify of the
disaster of her own election that took
over 6 weeks or thereabouts to get the
results because these mail-in ballots
kept coming and coming and coming,
thousands of which were thrown out. It
opened doors for lawsuits in your own
election.

It is just absolute insanity what we
are doing here, to me. It is a represen-
tation of why people are so disgusted
with Washington.

We talk about the delays in the mail
service. In April this year, we had a
briefing—not a hearing, a briefing—to
inform us of the delays that were going
to be brought about in the Postal Serv-
ice due to COVID. Well, that is hap-
pening. We have thousands of postal
workers who are not working because
of COVID.

We also have great delays—would
you not agree?—in cities like Portland,
like Chicago. Of course, there are in-
credible delays. People are scared to
death to even deliver the mail in cities
like this. Here we come to a place like
this to bail out the Postal Service with
$25 billion that the Postmaster General
himself says they do not need, with $14
or $15 billion cash on hand and another
$10 billion waiting, if needed, in the
Treasury.

This is absolutely unneeded. Yet, this
bill is going to give an additional $25
billion without any reforms.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote against this bill.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, in the
Rules Committee, the other side kept
claiming that there was no data about
the slowdown in the mail, absolutely
none.

Well, this new report, this data,
shows a 10 percent decline in service
since July 1 after the new Postmaster
General came into office and imple-
mented a slowdown of the mail.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
distinguished gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Mrs. BUSTOS).

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding.

I rise in support of the Delivering for
America Act. The post office is a life-
line to rural communities. More than
1,000 people in the district that I serve
have written to my office desperate to
save the Postal Service: a disabled vet-
eran who depends on the post office to
deliver lifesaving medication; a small
business owner who needs the post of-
fice to deliver her products in an effi-
cient and cost-effective way, so she can
feed her family; seniors who must self-
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isolate because they are at high risk,
who depend on the Postal Service for
the supplies they need each and every
day.

The Postal Service is more than a
service; it is part of who we are. For
Joseph in Peoria, he was a child wait-
ing for that decoder ring to come
through the mail. For Heather in
Pekin, it is a care package full of old
family photos after losing a loved one.
For Joseph in Kewanee, it is a letter
from his best friend serving in Afghani-
stan.

Birth certificates, college acceptance
letters, the mortgage paid off, the
Postal Service delivers the American
Dream. We cannot let it fail.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. FERGUSON), the chief deputy
whip.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to wish my mother a happy
birthday. Happy birthday, mom. I wish
I were there to celebrate with you. But
instead, I am in D.C., voting on a
senseless bill that was designed strictly
for political purposes and will put your
beloved grandchildren further into
debt.

Now, I have watched my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle come up
with some intellectually dishonest
stuff in the past. I have seen it happen
more times than I care to count, but
this effort takes the cake. Just look at
what Postmaster General DedJoy said
when he testified before the Senate last
week and clearly addressed the litany
of baseless claims.

First of all, he stated that no reforms
would be implemented between now
and the election. Overtime will not be
cut between now and November. And
the very thing the USPS needs more
than anything else, reform, is going to
be delayed.

He said the removal of the drop boxes
will cease, something that I remember
well because it happened when I was
mayor of my hometown of West Point,
Georgia, and our town was furious
about it then. I just wish my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
had found religion about this issue
back then instead of sitting up here
fighting over what color to paint the
fire hydrants while Rome burned.

This bill calls for 25 billion addi-
tional dollars. The postmaster has al-
ready testified there is over $13 billion
cash on hand, another $10 billion in
loans they won’t need.

I want someone to explain to me how
you are going to spend $25 billion be-
tween now and November. We know
how this place works. On an unauthor-
ized appropriation, we all know that
before you spend money here, you have
to have a plan, and I haven’t seen one.
Then, that plan has to be reviewed and
then commented on and reviewed
again. Then one more time, it probably
has to be reviewed. Then, there is the
whole procurement process, bid process
on equipment, background checks on
new employees, the lawsuits on the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

procurement process because the spe-
cial interest group said that they
weren’t notified in time so they could
get preferential treatment on the gov-
ernment contract. And surely, there
will be the customary environmental
review.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CISNEROS). The time of the gentleman
has expired.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, surely
there will be the customary environ-
mental review to understand the im-
pact on the spotted blue tail south
Georgia armadillo being run over by all
the new mail trucks.

This bill is a sham. It is a shame. It
is not needed right now. We are piling
up money. We might as well put it on
The National Mall, have a bonfire, in-
vite Americans to bring their lawn
chairs and a cooler of beer to watch the
bonfire, so they can see firsthand how
this place wastes money.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

The other side of the aisle has a dou-
ble standard. Congress provided hun-
dreds of billions of dollars to all sorts
of industries, businesses, large and
small entities across the country to
help them cope with the coronavirus
crisis. We did not require them to come
forward with detailed plans of how
they are going to spend their money.
But they want it for the Postal Serv-
ice.

Now, the Postal Service made a pub-
lic request, and they requested it and
presented it to the Board of Governors,
who are appointed by President Trump,
and the Board approved it unani-
mously. That is far more than all these
other entities that we have given bil-
lions of dollars to did. And we should
support the Postal Service now.

On top of it, the CBO came out with
an estimate that this money would be
spent in the next fiscal year, and that
they needed it. The CBO record can be
found online.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
MFUME).

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding.

I heard someone on the other side
said something that disturbed me, so it
has actually taken me off my remarks
because it can’t go unaddressed.

For the gentleman to say that Demo-
crats, the majority party here in the
House, are the greatest threat to
American democracy that the world
has ever known, that means we are
more threatening than Putin and the
Russians, more threatening than this
terrible pandemic around us. It is the
sort of thing that I would admonish my
side never to say about the other side,
and it is the sort of thing that I think
takes us away from why we are here.

We are here to have debate and dis-
cussion and to reasonably disagree on
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things. At the end of the day, we are
calling for a vote as we normally do.
Things are voted up; things are voted
down. That has been the process that I
have come to know over all these
years.

We are here because Americans who
are Democrats and Republicans and
independents are not getting their mail
on time. We are here because there has
been a 10 percent slowdown in the last
66 days. We are here because sorting
machines have been dismantled at an
accelerated rat