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Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, over
the last 3 months, the people in my
State of New Jersey have pulled to-
gether in extraordinary ways to fight
the coronavirus. Our leaders made good
decisions. But, more important, all of
us understood that public health had to
come first.

The sacrifices we made were worth
making. Today, all our numbers are
looking good. The rate of spread of the
infection, testing positivity are way,
way down. If all of America were New
Jersey, we could stand here today and
say that America is beating COVID-19.
But that doesn’t make the sacrifices
any less hard to bear.

And among those who sacrificed were
our young people who were looking for-
ward to graduation; not just the formal
ending of their high school education,
but the celebration of it with family
and friends, the dances, the big games,
the rites of passage that all of us expe-
rienced when we were their age and
that we want for our kids.
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Many of our graduating seniors did
end up having outdoor graduations, but
they came late and with social
distancing. And let’s face it, a socially
distanced graduation is kind of an
oxymoron. But we have also seen our
communities come together in creative
ways to celebrate the accomplishments
of our young people, and I want to rec-
ognize those efforts today.

In Hunterdon County in my district,
the parents, teachers, and school ad-
ministrators implemented an Adopt a
Senior program, where volunteers
adopted a graduating student to send a
letter, a card, or a gift to let them
know their communities are rooting
for them.

In Berkeley Heights, the light poles
downtown are decorated with seniors’
pictures, announcing what college they
will be attending in the fall.

In Bridgewater, an administrator vis-
ited the home of every senior in a bus
with a banner celebrating the class of
2020, dropping off a graduation package
and a personalized Bridgewater-Rari-
tan High School lawn sign for each sen-
ior.

In Mount Olive, posters celebrating
the graduating class were placed
throughout town.

In Springfield, the school surprised
students with a display of personalized
banners on the fence outside of the
high school, each one bearing the name
and photo of a member of the grad-
uating class.

In Westfield, a video slideshow
played in the window panels of the his-
toric Arcanum Hall, with montages of
senior portraits, pictures from school
events, and a countdown clock to grad-
uation.

These efforts from our communities
are wonderful to see and, I am sure, are
tremendously appreciated by the re-
cipients.

During my time in Congress, I have
worked hard to reach out to young peo-
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ple to encourage their interests and in-
volvement in the conversations that
are happening every day here in Con-
gress. I have visited dozens of schools
throughout the 75 towns of my district
and have hosted two classes of my
youth advisory council.

This year, about 170 kids in my youth
council spent the entire year breaking
up into congressional committees and
proposing legislation. I intend to intro-
duce some of their proposals in this
body this year. Their questions are al-
ways thoughtful, and they are always
eager to get involved and make a dif-
ference.

It is tough to see them graduate in a
time of so much uncertainty and fear,
but throughout the many crises our
country has faced in recent months, I
have seen our young people step up and
lead time and time again. If the stu-
dents in New Jersey’s Seventh District
are any indication of young people
around the country, the future of
America is in good hands.

Congratulations to all of our 2020
graduates. I can’t wait to see every-
thing they are going to accomplish in
the years ahead.

————————

CALLING FOR TEMPORARY
PAYROLL TAX HOLIDAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. SPANO) for 56 minutes.

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank those Members who
have joined me in standing with mil-
lions of struggling Americans by call-
ing for the adoption of the Keep Em-
ployees’ Earnings Protected Act, also
known as the KEEP Act, and to en-
courage my colleagues who haven’t
done so to do so and stand with us.

As this body debates another relief
package, a keystone of such legislation
should be a temporary payroll tax holi-
day. I introduced this bill to allow our
workers to keep more of the money
that they have already earned, thus in-
fusing critical capital into our econ-
omy without involving Federal bu-
reaucracy.

It is now more critical than ever to
ensure that families have the funds,
their funds, to reinvest back into our
economy and to continue our economic
comeback by buying locally and sup-
porting each other. Employers, too,
can use their tax savings to invest in
their businesses and in their
workforces.

No government program, no matter
how generous, can replace a strong,
functioning economy. President Trump
has called on Congress to deliver this
bill to his desk for signature, and the
time to deliver is now. The American
people are waiting and watching.

HOLDING CHINA ACCOUNTABLE

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to lend my voice to House efforts
to hold China accountable for their
role in the spread of the coronavirus.

China lied; Americans died. It is real-
ly that simple.

H3619

China’s socialist government not
only misled the international commu-
nity in what they knew and when they
knew it, but they also colluded with
the World Health Organization to cover
for them. China’s irresponsible behav-
ior led to a worldwide COVID-19 pan-
demic, which has brought about death
and economic mayhem across our plan-
et. As the evidence mounts, China is
now censoring those speaking out.

Congress must stand together, shoul-
der to shoulder, to ensure the Chinese
Government is held responsible for the
damage they have caused and to ex-
plore avenues to promptly bring manu-
facturing back to the U.S., including
pharmaceuticals.

I also commend President Trump for
pulling the United States out of the
WHO until they, too, have been held
accountable for their actions. Not a
penny of taxpayer dollars should ever
go toward international organizations
that look the other way solely for po-
litical or economic interests, especially
one that operates in the public health
arena.

The time for answers is now.

HONORING SERGEANT ANDREW BOSKO

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mr. Andrew Bosko, a
Lakeland, Florida, World War II vet-
eran who is 98 years young.

Andy was born in Ohio, raised in
Pennsylvania, and is one of 13 children
of immigrant parents from Austria and
Czechoslovakia.

He entered the Army Air Corps in
1943, assigned to the Seventh Fighter
Command in Hawaii. In 1945, the com-
mand was reassigned to Iwo Jima to
provide emergency landing fields sup-
porting bombing operations against
Japan.

Meanwhile, Andy’s wife and true
love, Sophia, was supporting the war as
a Rosie the Riveter. Yet, they still
found time to write each other every
single day.

Following the war, Andy worked as a
machinist in New York and later par-
ticipated in several other businesses.

Andy, you, together with your bride
of 74 years, represent the greatest of
our Greatest Generation.

They experienced economic and so-
cial turmoil and a world war, and then
they helped rebuild our Nation into the
greatest on Earth.

It is an honor to serve Andy, as he,
for so many years, has served us.

REESTABLISH LAW AND ORDER

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the House minority
and Trump administration’s efforts to
reestablish law and order in our coun-
try and to stop mob rule.

For almost 2 months, communities
throughout our country, particularly
Democrat-led urban centers, have expe-
rienced levels of lawlessness and civil
unrest unseen for decades. I am not re-
ferring to those who have exercised
their First Amendment rights to peace-
ably assemble and protest. No. I am
talking about those who vandalize, de-
stroy, and knowingly break the law,
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stirring havoc and instilling fear into
families and business owners.

From San Francisco to Portland,
from Minneapolis to New York City
and everywhere in between, we have
seen the consequences of protecting the
mob over innocent civilians. This can-
not be, and it cannot continue.

Law and order must be brought back
to our neighborhoods, and we must
hold cities and their leaders account-
able for failing to adequately protect
those whom they have sworn to serve.

All Americans, regardless of ZIP
Codes, have a right to feel safe in their
homes and on their roads. Mob rule
will not be tolerated. We must reestab-
lish law and order in America, and we
must do it now.

———

REQUIRE FEDERAL CORONAVIRUS
PREPAREDNESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, our
Nation is in crisis. Yesterday, the
United States added more than 1,000
names to the already unbearably long
list of 140,000 people killed by COVID-
19. There have been nearly 4 million
confirmed cases in the United States,
and the CDC believes the number is
many times greater. There are
hotspots around the country, most no-
tably in Southern States.

Many States like California and my
State of Illinois that have taken meas-
ures to reopen are now looking at roll-
ing back these measures and rein-
stating greater restrictions to keep
their citizens safe.

The pandemic has affected all of us,
putting our loved ones at risk, keeping
our kids from school, overwhelming
our healthcare systems, and dev-
astating our businesses while costing
40 million people their jobs and pushing
State and local governments to the
brink.

With so many people and commu-
nities suffering, we desperately need a
national strategy to beat back this
virus. Unfortunately, while families,
students, community leaders, and citi-
zens are all making great sacrifices,
and local governments are being forced
to cut vital services, leadership and
support from the administration have
repeatedly fallen short. The American
people deserve better.

All the sacrifices made since March
were and are meant to buy us time to
bend the curve, knock down this virus,
and, ultimately, stand up our economy.
But the sacrifices are only valuable if
we are using the time to prepare for
what many experts believe will be a
spike come the fall.

Sadly, around the country, testing
capacity remains below where it needs
to be. Hospitals in many States are
over capacity in their ICUs, under-
staffed, and anxious about still loom-
ing shortages of personal protective
equipment, or PPE.

Six months into this pandemic, it is
simply unconscionable that there are
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still shortages of PPE, the masks,
gloves, and gowns we need to safely
treat patients, protect workers and
residents in our nursing homes, con-
fidently open our schools, and get our
economy on the road to recovery.

In Illinois, we have lost nearly 7,500
lives to this disease already. With con-
cerns that the disease may get worse
this fall, and with conditions already
worsening as States struggle to reopen,
I am calling on Congress and the ad-
ministration to take urgent action to
address our immediate needs while at
the same time preparing for the chal-
lenges that lie ahead.

It has been nearly 10 weeks since the
HEROES Act passed the House and was
sent on to the Senate. States and local
governments, hospitals and nursing
homes, and schools and businesses need
the aid provided by the HEROES Act.
The Nation needs the supply chain czar
included in the HEROES Act. We all
need the testing capacity funded by the
HEROES Act.

Yet, after 10 weeks, the Senate still
has neither taken up our legislation
nor offered a plan of their own. Instead,
they are delaying the Federal response
to an urgent national crisis.

Ending this pandemic should not be a
partisan issue. We need to move for-
ward together, Democrats and Repub-
licans.

That is why I am asking my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support the COVID PREPARE Act. I
introduced this commonsense, bipar-
tisan legislation with my colleague,
JOHN KATKO, to assure the American
people that their Federal Government
is prepared to address this ever-chang-
ing public health crisis.

This legislation would require Fed-
eral agencies to submit to Congress
their plans for addressing COVID-19 in
the fall, anticipating a potential in-
crease in infections and even greater
demands on our healthcare system and
pressure on our economy.

The COVID PREPARE Act will pro-
vide Dbipartisan oversight and full
transparency into both the planning
and execution of our national response.
We all certainly hope for the best, but
we must responsibly prepare for the
worst.

HONORING COLONEL CHARLES
POWELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 56 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of my friend,
Colonel Charles Powell, who passed
away peacefully on July 2, 2020, in his
home in San Angelo, Texas, at the age
of 89.

Charles was a true American hero
who devoted his life to serving others,
and his passing is a loss that will un-
derstandably reverberate throughout
the community. His genuine love for
God and others, dedication to his fam-
ily, and service to his country and

July 22, 2020

community set the gold standard of ex-
cellence that we should all strive for.
Although he is leaving this Earth, his
legacy will live on through countless
lives he has impacted during his life-
time.

Charlie was born in Nashville, Arkan-
sas, on May 7, 1931, where he grew up
and met his future wife, JoAnne. The
two graduated together from Nashville
High School in 1949.

Charles went on to attend the United
States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland, and graduated, in 1954, with
a bachelor’s degree in general engineer-
ing. He was then commissioned into
the United States Air Force and
launched his 30-year career in military
service.

After graduating from pilot training,
Charles took to the skies, supporting
transatlantic and transpacific deploy-
ments of tactical forces; refueling mis-
sions supporting reconnaissance activi-
ties in the Cuban Missile Crisis; and, fi-
nally, volunteering to serve in Vietnam
as a rescue crew commander and air-
borne mission commander. He also par-
ticipated in the planning and execution
of the Son Tay POW camp raid.

Over the course of his career as a
pilot, Colonel Powell logged over 67,000
flying hours, flew 168 combat missions,
is credited with 14 combat saves, and
was awarded a multitude of military
honors.

In addition to flying missions, Colo-
nel Powell served in a variety of lead-
ership capacities in the Air Force, from
flight instructor of the Air Command
and Staff College, chief of staff of Air
University, and, finally, the wing com-
mander of the technical training wing
at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San
Angelo, Texas.

At the center of Charlie’s world was
JoAnne, and their love story is one for
the ages. From meeting in grade school
to graduating high school together and
raising their daughter, Terri, as
Charles’ missions took him around the
globe, their commitment to each other
never wavered.

San Angelo was forever changed
when these two spitfires flew into town
in 1980. Charles was appointed as the
wing commander at Goodfellow Air
Force Base, which was slated for clo-
sure at the time. Charles and JoAnne
immediately leapt into action, devel-
oping the relationship between Good-
fellow and the community of San An-
gelo and completely transforming the
mission of the base. After Charles’ 4
years as wing commander, Goodfellow
was removed from the closure list.
Today, the connection between the
base and San Angelo stands as the pre-
mier example of effective military-ci-
vilian partnership.

Thankfully, after Charlie retired
from the service, the Powells never left
San Angelo. Instead, they immediately
set to work planting deep roots in the
community and making San Angelo a
better place to live. These two have
been some of the most dedicated public
servants our community has ever seen.
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