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Maybe it is to compensate for the fact
that Democrats are responsible for the
statutes having been placed in the Cap-
itol and the times Democrats failed to
act in the past. You be the judge.

——————

WE HAVE BEEN WARNED; NOW
WHAT DO WE DO?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, last Satur-
day night, Christopher David, a vet-
eran of the United States Navy, was
walking in Portland when he came
upon an odd sight: Federal agents, in
full tactical gear, heavily armed, look-
ing for all the world like the operators
that we drop into terrorist havens in
Afghanistan, patrolling the streets of
an American city; detaining Ameri-
cans; hustling them, unexplained, into
rented minivans.

Now, is Mr. David a masked ninja of
anarchy? No.

Was he throwing rocks or carrying
bottles of gasoline? No.

Mr. David was curious, and he stood
there, clearly unarmed, clearly not a
threat, curious.

And here is where it gets interesting,
and any American who hasn’t seen the
video needs to look at it right now.

A Federal agent, gas mask, body
armor, camouflage, bristling with
weapons and tactical gear, approaches
Mr. David, winds up, and beats Mr.
David repeatedly with his truncheon.

Mr. David doesn’t move. His hand has
been broken by a Federal agent, but he
doesn’t move, not a muscle.

Well, the agent is confused by this
and he hesitates. But backup arrives.
Another Federal agent sprays Mr.
David repeatedly in the face with pep-
per spray. Now this is heartening to
the first agent, so he winds up and hits
Mr. David again with his bat.

Now, I don’t care how cynical you
have become about our country. I don’t
care whether you have signed over
your time, your talent, your treasure,
your integrity to the support of Donald
J. Trump. If you have a drop of Amer-
ican blood in your veins, your soul dies
a little as you watch the heavily armed
Federal agent beat a United States
Navy veteran.

So what are combat-ready Federal
agents doing in the streets of a city
which does not want them there in a
State which did not ask for them?

Are there bodies piling up in the
streets of Portland?

Are there 150,000 dead—just to choose
a number—Americans in Portland? No.
There is not a single fatality. Of course
not.

Like so many cities, Portland boiled
over in rage at the murder of George
Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis
Police Department. And, yeah, regret-
tably and illegally a minority of
protestors have committed acts of van-
dalism; bottles and rocks have been
thrown, windows broken, threats made.
That is not okay, ever.
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But protecting property in Portland
or anywhere else is the job of the local
police department, the State police
and, in a worst-case scenario, the Na-
tional Guard. Why?

First, while Federal agents are le-
gally entitled to protect Federal prop-
erty, they are not authorized to patrol
municipal streets to enforce State and
local law. That is an idea that goes
back to our dissatisfaction with King
George, and it is an idea that my Re-
publican friends used to care about.

Second, operationally, agents of the
Border Patrol and the Marshals Service
are not trained to manage protests.
They are trained to patrol borders and
to chase fugitives. A heavily armed in-
dividual with no identification or in-
signia trundling people, without expla-
nation, into an unmarked van is likely
to be misunderstood in a way that
could lead to violence, particularly in a
heavily armed society.

Finally, there is the question of the
President’s intentions, which are pret-
ty clear. We have seen how the Presi-
dent responds to real crisis; almost
150,000 Americans dead of COVID-19,
denial, misinformation.

We have b percent of the world’s pop-
ulation and 25 percent of the COVID-19
deaths on the planet. That is a dis-
grace. It is a lethal disgrace.

George Floyd, an unarmed Black
American, dies at the hands of the po-
lice, like so many before him. That is a
lethal crisis.

The President was asked about Black
Americans dying at the hands of police
and he says: ‘“So are White people; so
are White people. What a terrible ques-
tion to ask.”

And now the President threatens to
send heavily armed Federal agents to
New York, Chicago, Detroit, Balti-
more. Do we have a problem? No, we do
not.

Take it from an unclassified Office of
Intelligence and Analysis report by the
Department of Homeland Security:
“The regularity of violence amidst
lawful protests in Portland since 26
May contrasts with national trends,
which reflect a steady decline in vio-
lence during the last 2 weeks”’—‘‘a
steady decline in violence during the
last 2 weeks.”

Mr. Speaker, this is important be-
cause democracies die, but they don’t
die fast. They die because people come
to believe that the media is the enemy
of the people. They die because a Presi-
dent’s supporters are more given over
to that President than they are to the
rule of law; and they die because citi-
zens become used to the sight of Fed-
eral agents acting, not to protect
them, but to attack them.

We have been warned. The question
is: Now what do we do?

————
RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC SERV-
ICE OF DETECTIVE JOSH SIM-
MONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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North Carolina (Mr. BuDD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the excellent law enforce-
ment personnel who serve North Caro-
lina’s 13th District. I would like to spe-
cifically mention a heroic act that hap-
pened on July 14 in Rowan County.

A detective named Josh Simmons
saw a burning car as he drove down
Highway 52. When he approached, he
found an elderly woman unable to get
out. He pulled her from the car just
minutes before it went up in flames.

Detective Simmons said of his ac-
tions: “The way I was raised, you take
care of people. I didn’t know who was
in the car. It didn’t matter who they
were. They just needed help.”

Mr. Speaker, this is a great example
for all of us. Our community is truly
lucky to have such courageous folks
serving and protecting us.

HEALTHY SKIES ACT

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to put forward a new proposal to help
reopen our country with speed and with
safety.

Between business, leisure, and tour-
ism, air travel is a mode of transpor-
tation that must be trusted if our
country can fully reopen. In fact, be-
fore the pandemic, commercial avia-
tion drove 5 percent of our GDP and
helped support more than 10 million
American jobs.

Unfortunately, there are currently
no concrete proposals to lessen the fear
that has gripped air travelers and crip-
pled the aviation industry. And that is
why I am proposing a bipartisan bill
called the Healthy Skies Act, along
with Congressman RALPH NORMAN and
JOHN L ARSON.

This bipartisan legislation instructs
the TSA Administrator to create a
pilot program that would temporarily
screen the temperature of all travelers
going through TSA security before
they reach the gate area.

Having the TSA temporarily screen
passengers for elevated temperatures
has a number of practical advantages.
It ensures that each passenger experi-
ences a consistent nationwide process
to prevent infected individuals from
boarding planes and spreading the
virus. This will give travelers the peace
of mind they need to confidently start
flying again, while discouraging folks
who might be sick from even attempt-
ing to come to the airport in the first
place.

Reopening America should be the top
priority of our government. Making
sure air travelers are healthy enough
to fly is a commonsense way to boost
passenger confidence and jump-start
economic activity. And that is how we
can stop the spread of COVID-19 and
continue a great American comeback.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS
OF 2020
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. MALINOWSKI) for 5
minutes.
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Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, over
the last 3 months, the people in my
State of New Jersey have pulled to-
gether in extraordinary ways to fight
the coronavirus. Our leaders made good
decisions. But, more important, all of
us understood that public health had to
come first.

The sacrifices we made were worth
making. Today, all our numbers are
looking good. The rate of spread of the
infection, testing positivity are way,
way down. If all of America were New
Jersey, we could stand here today and
say that America is beating COVID-19.
But that doesn’t make the sacrifices
any less hard to bear.

And among those who sacrificed were
our young people who were looking for-
ward to graduation; not just the formal
ending of their high school education,
but the celebration of it with family
and friends, the dances, the big games,
the rites of passage that all of us expe-
rienced when we were their age and
that we want for our kids.
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Many of our graduating seniors did
end up having outdoor graduations, but
they came late and with social
distancing. And let’s face it, a socially
distanced graduation is kind of an
oxymoron. But we have also seen our
communities come together in creative
ways to celebrate the accomplishments
of our young people, and I want to rec-
ognize those efforts today.

In Hunterdon County in my district,
the parents, teachers, and school ad-
ministrators implemented an Adopt a
Senior program, where volunteers
adopted a graduating student to send a
letter, a card, or a gift to let them
know their communities are rooting
for them.

In Berkeley Heights, the light poles
downtown are decorated with seniors’
pictures, announcing what college they
will be attending in the fall.

In Bridgewater, an administrator vis-
ited the home of every senior in a bus
with a banner celebrating the class of
2020, dropping off a graduation package
and a personalized Bridgewater-Rari-
tan High School lawn sign for each sen-
ior.

In Mount Olive, posters celebrating
the graduating class were placed
throughout town.

In Springfield, the school surprised
students with a display of personalized
banners on the fence outside of the
high school, each one bearing the name
and photo of a member of the grad-
uating class.

In Westfield, a video slideshow
played in the window panels of the his-
toric Arcanum Hall, with montages of
senior portraits, pictures from school
events, and a countdown clock to grad-
uation.

These efforts from our communities
are wonderful to see and, I am sure, are
tremendously appreciated by the re-
cipients.

During my time in Congress, I have
worked hard to reach out to young peo-
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ple to encourage their interests and in-
volvement in the conversations that
are happening every day here in Con-
gress. I have visited dozens of schools
throughout the 75 towns of my district
and have hosted two classes of my
youth advisory council.

This year, about 170 kids in my youth
council spent the entire year breaking
up into congressional committees and
proposing legislation. I intend to intro-
duce some of their proposals in this
body this year. Their questions are al-
ways thoughtful, and they are always
eager to get involved and make a dif-
ference.

It is tough to see them graduate in a
time of so much uncertainty and fear,
but throughout the many crises our
country has faced in recent months, I
have seen our young people step up and
lead time and time again. If the stu-
dents in New Jersey’s Seventh District
are any indication of young people
around the country, the future of
America is in good hands.

Congratulations to all of our 2020
graduates. I can’t wait to see every-
thing they are going to accomplish in
the years ahead.

————————

CALLING FOR TEMPORARY
PAYROLL TAX HOLIDAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. SPANO) for 56 minutes.

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank those Members who
have joined me in standing with mil-
lions of struggling Americans by call-
ing for the adoption of the Keep Em-
ployees’ Earnings Protected Act, also
known as the KEEP Act, and to en-
courage my colleagues who haven’t
done so to do so and stand with us.

As this body debates another relief
package, a keystone of such legislation
should be a temporary payroll tax holi-
day. I introduced this bill to allow our
workers to keep more of the money
that they have already earned, thus in-
fusing critical capital into our econ-
omy without involving Federal bu-
reaucracy.

It is now more critical than ever to
ensure that families have the funds,
their funds, to reinvest back into our
economy and to continue our economic
comeback by buying locally and sup-
porting each other. Employers, too,
can use their tax savings to invest in
their businesses and in their
workforces.

No government program, no matter
how generous, can replace a strong,
functioning economy. President Trump
has called on Congress to deliver this
bill to his desk for signature, and the
time to deliver is now. The American
people are waiting and watching.

HOLDING CHINA ACCOUNTABLE

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to lend my voice to House efforts
to hold China accountable for their
role in the spread of the coronavirus.

China lied; Americans died. It is real-
ly that simple.
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China’s socialist government not
only misled the international commu-
nity in what they knew and when they
knew it, but they also colluded with
the World Health Organization to cover
for them. China’s irresponsible behav-
ior led to a worldwide COVID-19 pan-
demic, which has brought about death
and economic mayhem across our plan-
et. As the evidence mounts, China is
now censoring those speaking out.

Congress must stand together, shoul-
der to shoulder, to ensure the Chinese
Government is held responsible for the
damage they have caused and to ex-
plore avenues to promptly bring manu-
facturing back to the U.S., including
pharmaceuticals.

I also commend President Trump for
pulling the United States out of the
WHO until they, too, have been held
accountable for their actions. Not a
penny of taxpayer dollars should ever
go toward international organizations
that look the other way solely for po-
litical or economic interests, especially
one that operates in the public health
arena.

The time for answers is now.

HONORING SERGEANT ANDREW BOSKO

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mr. Andrew Bosko, a
Lakeland, Florida, World War II vet-
eran who is 98 years young.

Andy was born in Ohio, raised in
Pennsylvania, and is one of 13 children
of immigrant parents from Austria and
Czechoslovakia.

He entered the Army Air Corps in
1943, assigned to the Seventh Fighter
Command in Hawaii. In 1945, the com-
mand was reassigned to Iwo Jima to
provide emergency landing fields sup-
porting bombing operations against
Japan.

Meanwhile, Andy’s wife and true
love, Sophia, was supporting the war as
a Rosie the Riveter. Yet, they still
found time to write each other every
single day.

Following the war, Andy worked as a
machinist in New York and later par-
ticipated in several other businesses.

Andy, you, together with your bride
of 74 years, represent the greatest of
our Greatest Generation.

They experienced economic and so-
cial turmoil and a world war, and then
they helped rebuild our Nation into the
greatest on Earth.

It is an honor to serve Andy, as he,
for so many years, has served us.

REESTABLISH LAW AND ORDER

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the House minority
and Trump administration’s efforts to
reestablish law and order in our coun-
try and to stop mob rule.

For almost 2 months, communities
throughout our country, particularly
Democrat-led urban centers, have expe-
rienced levels of lawlessness and civil
unrest unseen for decades. I am not re-
ferring to those who have exercised
their First Amendment rights to peace-
ably assemble and protest. No. I am
talking about those who vandalize, de-
stroy, and knowingly break the law,
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