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1024(a), and the order of the House of
January 3, 2019, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the
Joint Economic Committee:

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York, to rank after Mr. BEYER of Vir-
ginia.

———
DISINFORMATION IS THE BIG
MAMA OF ALL WEAPONS TAR-

GETING OUR NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CLEAVER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion has gone through quite a tumul-
tuous first 15 days of 2020. We marched
right up to the brink of war after
President Donald Trump authorized
the assassination of Iranian General
Soleimani. And even though the Ira-
nians did launch a measured attack, it
is like the argument that the husband
believed he won with his wife. It ain’t
over yet.

Long before the current crisis with
Iran, our peerless intelligence agencies

began warning us of robust
cyberattacks from Russia, China,
North Korea, and, of course, Iran.

These nations are all hell-bent on
doing damage to us and using bots, an
online method of passing
disinformation to unsuspecting Ameri-
cans, with the ultimate goal of turning
unsuspecting Americans against each
other.

If we do that, we are repeating or al-
lowing the repetition of what the Rus-
sians did in 2016, which is to again med-
dle in our upcoming quadrennial elec-
tion.

Now, for me, it is difficult to blame
our enemies for seeking to exploit the
weaknesses in our society, because it is
so crystal clear to me that we are
doing to ourselves what our enemies
have been unable to do in the last 150

years.
Our current extreme political par-
tisanship and reliance on social

media—which is, by the way, littered
with disinformation—but with that, we
have allowed a well to be dug into the
soul of American democracy. Our Na-
tion is wounded and it is a wound that
our enemies will seek to further infect.

Sadly, I must give some frightening
news to our Nation. This, I guess, is a
matter of national security informa-
tion. Russia has designed and advanced
the most menacing, yet non-nuclear
weapons on BRarth. Every American
should know that the blast from this
bomb can do greater damage to our Na-
tion than the combined marching ar-
mies of Hitler, Mussolini, and Tojo.

Mr. Speaker, I say to my fellow
Americans: We are now threatened by
the big mama of all weapons. It is
called disinformation and the delivery
system is called Facebook and other
forms of social media.

In many ways, Congress has been
complicit in this tribalistic way in
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which we conduct business in our Na-
tion. We have opened wide the door to
a brazen alien incursion into our elec-
tions. Some Members of this august
body are actually pushing
disinformation into the delivery sys-
tem.

In days gone by, kings and lords built
their fortresses around deep wells to
provide cool and clear water for those
who lived inside the garrison. Strategi-
cally, these wells were inside the walls
of forts so that at a time of an attack
from the enemy, the water supply
could never be blocked so that the life-
saving water, in a time of war, would
be controlled by those inside the fort.
Therefore, the inhabitants would not
be at the mercy of invaders.

Here is the point: If our great Repub-
lic could be led by our leaders into the
babbling, cool waters of internal one-
ness and toleration, we will not be vic-
tims of the kind of vicious misinforma-
tion that has been flowing across this
Nation now for a number of years. We
would not be vulnerable to the whims
of those who wish to do us harm.

Mr. Speaker, I close with an ominous
note: Most of the great empires
throughout the history of the world
fell into decline not because of some
new military juggernaut, but because
of internal fighting and the failure to
appreciate the amazing ethnic and ra-
cial mosaic that is uniquely ours as
Americans.

Will that happen to us? Let me just
say that we can only be saved by the
well water of civility and decency in-
side our Nation. We control what is in-
side our Nation. What we need most is
inside our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we please ac-
cept and remember and meditate on
this: Under the right conditions, even
the most inspirational democracy in
the history of the world can wane.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
“BILL"” GRAVES WOFFORD, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. FLORES) for
30 minutes.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor William ‘Bill”’ Graves
Wofford, Jr., of Rockwall, Texas, who
passed away on October 29, 2019, at the
age of 95.

Bill was born on May 1, 1924, in Fort

Worth, Texas to William Graves
Wofford, Sr., and Margaret Melinda
Wofford.

As a very young man, Bill left his
family to fight in World War II and to
defend our country. He proudly served
in both the U.S. Army and the U.S.
Navy. At the close of the war, at the
age of 21, Bill returned to the States to
pursue an education from the Georgia
Institute of Technology.

Following graduation, Bill returned
home to Texas where he embarked on
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his 27-year career alongside business
partner, Bob Timberlake, to form Tim-
berlake & Wofford, a manufacturing
representative firm that served the
north Texas area and experienced great
success.

Bill is remembered for his great sense
of humor and his gentle personality.
His love of sailing and the outdoors led
him to help found the Rush Creek
Yacht Club.

Bill was not only a leader in his com-
munity, but a friend to all: a loving
husband, father, and grandfather.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the
Wofford family. We also lift up the
family and friends of Bill Wofford in
our prayers.

I have requested that the United
States flag be flown over our Nation’s
Capitol to honor his life, legacy, and
his service to our country.

As I close today, I ask all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for the
brave men and women who serve in our
military who protect us, and for our
first responders who protect us here at
home.

HONORING THE LIFE OF DEPUTY SHERIFF
MATTHEW RYAN JONES

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Matthew Ryan Jones of
Waco, Texas.

Deputy Sheriff Jones was killed on
October 11, 2019 in the line of duty as
he assisted a motorist on the side of an
area highway.

Matt was born on February 7, 1989, in
Waco, Texas, to Ronnie and Debbie
Coleman Jones. He graduated from
Connally High School and the Texas
State Technical College in Waco before
joining the Falls County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in August of 2015.

Matt bravely served his community
for 4 years, most recently being named
the department’s canine deputy. Fel-
low first responders have sung the
praises of their fallen brother stating
that: Matt ‘“‘never backed down from a
challenge and understood the nature of
policing in a small community.”

Matt was not only a proud public
servant, he was a friend to all, a loving
husband, and an avid outdoorsman.
Matt enjoyed spending time in nature,
hunting, fishing, and riding his ATV.

Mr. Speaker, Matt’s life was defined
by his service to his community. He
will be forever remembered by his com-
munity as a husband, a son, a brother,
and a selfless public servant.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the Jones
family. We also lift up the family and
friends of Matthew in our prayers.

I have requested the United States
flag be flown over our Nation’s Capitol
to honor his life, legacy, and his serv-
ice to our central Texas community.

As I close today, I urge all Americans
to continue to pray for our country, for
our military men and women who pro-
tect us overseas, and for our first re-
sponders who Kkeep us safe here at
home.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. LEWIS (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for January 15 and today.

———

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 263. An act to rename the Oyster Bay
National Wildlife Refuge as the Congressman
Lester Wolff Oyster Bay National Wildlife
Refuge.

H.R. 434. An act to amend the National
Trails System Act to provide for the study of
the Emancipation National Historic Trail,
and for other purpose.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 457.—An act to require that $1 coins
issued during 2019 honor George H.W. Bush
and to direct the Secretary of the Treasury
to issue bullion coins during 2019 in honor of
Barbara Bush.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 30 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, January 17, 2020, at 10:30 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3588. A letter from the Counsel, Legal Divi-
sion, Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, transmitting the Bureau’s Policy
Statement — Policy Statement on Compli-
ance Aids received January 15, 2020, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

35689. A letter from the Program Specialist,
Chief Counsel’s Office, Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting the Department’s
joint final rule — Community Reinvestment
Act Regulations [Docket ID: OCC-2019-0025]
(RIN: 1557-AET72) received January 14, 2020,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

3590. A letter from the Departmental Pri-
vacy Officer, Bureau of Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement, Department of the In-
terior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Privacy Act Regulations; Exemptions
for the Investigations Case Management Sys-
tem [BSEE-2016-0001; 201E1700D2 EECC000000
ET1EX0000.G40000] (RIN: 1014-AA41) received
January 13, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.
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3591. A letter from the Senior Procurement
Executive, Office of Acquisition Policy, Gen-
eral Services Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s summary presentation
of a final rule — Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion; Federal Acquisition Circular 2020-04; In-
troduction [Docket No.: FAR-2019-0001; Se-
quence No.: 9] received January 15, 2020, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee

on Oversight and Reform.
35692. A letter from the Senior Procurement

Executive, Office of Acquisition Policy, Gen-
eral Services Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s Small Entity Compli-
ance Guide — Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion; Federal Acquisition Circular 2020-04
[Docket No.: FAR-2019-0001, Sequence No. 9]
received January 15, 2020, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on

Oversight and Reform.
3593. A letter from the Senior Procurement

Executive, Office of Acquisition Policy, Gen-
eral Services Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Federal
Acquisition Regulation; Trade Agreements
Thresholds [FAC: 2020-04; FAR Case 2019-012;
Docket No.: FAR-2019-0012; Sequence No. 1]
(RIN: 9000-AN95) received January 15, 2020,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-

mittee on Oversight and Reform.
3594. A letter from the Senior Counsel,

Legal Division, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, transmitting the Bureau’s final
rule — Civil Penalty Inflation Adjustments
received January 15, 2020, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

3595. A letter from the Director, General
Counsel and Legal Policy Division, Office of
Government Ethics, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — 2020 Civil Monetary Pen-
alties Inflation Adjustments for Ethics in
Government Act Violations (RIN: 3209-AA49)
received January 15, 2020, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

3596. A letter from the Secretary, Office of
the General Counsel, Securities and Ex-
change Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s notice — Adjustments to Civil
Monetary Penalty Amounts [Release Nos.:
33-10740; 34-87905; IA-5428; IC-33740] received
January 15, 2020, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-

ary.

$¥597. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — 2020 Standard Mileage Rates (Notice
2020-05) received January 14, 2020, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on

Ways and Means.
3598. A letter from the Chief, Publications

and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final reg-
ulations and removal of temporary regula-
tions — Regulations Relating to Withholding
and Reporting Tax on Certain U.S. Source
Income Paid to Foreign Persons [TD 9890]
(RIN: 1545-BN73, 1545-BN74, 1545-B023, 1545-
BN79, 15645-B0O30) received January 14, 2020,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-

mittee on Ways and Means.
35699. A letter from the Chief, Publications

and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — Update to Revenue Procedure 2019-4
(RP-120434-19) received January 14, 2020, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.
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3600. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s Major
rule — Investing in Qualified Opportunity
Funds [TD 9889] (RIN: 1545-BP04) received
January 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. NADLER: Committee on the Judici-
ary. House Joint Resolution 79. Resolution
removing the deadline for the ratification of
the equal rights amendment; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 116-378). Referred to the House
Calendar.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. ESCOBAR (for herself and Ms.
VELAZQUEZ):

H.R. 5625. A bill to authorize the imposi-
tion of sanctions with respect to significant
actions that exacerbate climate change, to
reinforce comprehensive efforts to limit
global average temperature rise, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and in addition to the Committees
on the Judiciary, Financial Services, Over-
sight and Reform, and Ways and Means, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. HAYES:

H.R. 5626. A Dbill to abolish the Conscience
and Religious Freedom Division in the Office
of Civil Rights of the Department of Health
and Human Services, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CURTIS (for himself and Mr.
GARAMENDI):

H.R. 5627. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1978 with respect to pre-agree-
ment costs of emergency watershed protec-
tion measures, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. WALTZ (for himself and Mr.
BROWN of Maryland):

H.R. 5628. A bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to modify cer-
tain allotments under that Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself and Mr.
BIsHOP of North Carolina):

H.R. 5629. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to pro-
vide classes on financial literacy to elemen-
tary and secondary students, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Mr. CRIST (for himself and Miss
GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto Rico):

H.R. 5630. A bill to provide that the Social
Security Administration pay fees associated
with obtaining birth certificate or State
identification card for purposes of obtaining
a replacement social security card for cer-
tain victims of domestic violence, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. KIM (for himself and Ms.
SHERRILL):
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Correction To Page H324
January 16, 2020, on page H324, the following appeared: 
3598. A letter from the Chief, Publications and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the Service's final regulations and removal of temporary regulations -- [TD 9890] (RIN: 1545-BN73, 1545-BN74, 1545-B023, 1545-BN79, 1545-BO30) received January 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and Means.

The online version has been corrected to read: 
3598. A letter from the Chief, Publications and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the Service's final regulations and removal of temporary regulations -- Regulations Relating to Withholding and Reporting Tax on Certain U.S. Source Income Paid to Foreign Persons [TD 9890] (RIN: 1545-BN73, 1545-BN74, 1545-B023, 1545-BN79, 1545-BO30) received January 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and Means.
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