
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2544 June 26, 2020 
For one thing, the gentleman from 

Texas (Mr. ROY) said that we should 
legislate for the real Americans, and he 
is going to speak for the real Ameri-
cans, not the people who live in Wash-
ington. I would hope he would reflect 
on that and issue an apology to the 
people of Washington, D.C. 

But it seemed that the logic of the 
argument was that the only people who 
live here are Federal employees, and 
they are different from the rest of 
America. 

Now, think about that for a second. 
In the first place, the overwhelming 
majority of Federal employees do not 
live in Washington, D.C. As far as I 
could tell, less than 8 percent of Fed-
eral employees live in Washington, 
D.C., which means 92 percent of them 
live in our States in the rest of Amer-
ica. 

Should those people be disenfran-
chised? Should people who work for the 
post office lose their right to represen-
tation in Congress? Should members of 
the Armed Forces be disenfranchised? 
The Supreme Court already said no in 
Carrington v. Rash. Check it out. 

So, the overwhelming majority of 
Federal employees don’t live in D.C., 
and the overwhelming majority of peo-
ple who live in Washington, D.C., and 
are the constituents of Representative 
NORTON are not Federal employees. 
They do other things. 

Yes, they are real Americans, too. 
They are bus drivers. They are school-
teachers. They are businesspeople and 
entrepreneurs. I mean, come on, get 
real, be serious, get out and meet the 
people in Washington. 

The gentleman from Georgia said 
Washington, D.C., was set aside in the 
Constitution as a Federal district, and 
that was echoed by the former judge 
from Texas. But here, our friends just 
advertised their unfamiliarity both 
with the Constitution and with Amer-
ican history. 

The Constitution does not fix the ge-
ographic site of the so-called seat of 
government, the district that is set 
aside for the seat of government. That 
is why after the Constitution was 
adopted, the capital was in New York 
for a while. It was in Philadelphia for a 
while. Before that, it was in Trenton, 
New Jersey. It was in Princeton. It was 
in Annapolis. We have a whole room in 
Annapolis set aside for where Congress 
met. 

So the idea that you can look up the 
Constitution and see the boundaries or 
the map of Washington, D.C., is just 
absurd. 

Now, does Congress have the author-
ity to modify the boundaries of the 
Federal district as proposed by Ms. 
NORTON? Of course it does. We voted to 
do that in 1846 at the behest of a couple 
hundred slaveholders in Virginia who 
were afraid that this Congress would 
follow the advice of Representative 
Lincoln from Illinois, who said abolish 
the slave traffic in Washington, D.C. 
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And they were afraid it was going to 

happen, so Alexandria, Arlington, and 

Fairfax county were given back to Vir-
ginia, and it was perfectly constitu-
tional. And there is no legal authority 
to the contrary in any way. 

If we can modify the boundaries of 
the Federal District to placate a couple 
hundred slave masters from the 19th 
century, we can modify the boundaries 
of the Federal District to grant state-
hood and political equality for the peo-
ple of Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
965, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MURPHY of Florida). Pursuant to clause 
8 of rule XX, the Chair will postpone 
further proceedings today on motions 
to suspend the rules on which the yeas 
and nays are ordered. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

NATIONAL PULSE MEMORIAL 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3094) to designate the National 
Pulse Memorial located at 1912 South 
Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida, 32806, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3094 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL PULSE 

MEMORIAL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Pulse Memorial located 

at 1912 South Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida, 
32806, is designated as the ‘‘National Pulse Me-
morial’’. 

(b) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.—The national 
memorial designated by this section is not a unit 
of the National Park System and the designa-
tion of the National Pulse Memorial shall not 
require or permit Federal funds to be expended 
for any purpose related to that national memo-
rial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. SOTO) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, on June 12, 2016, a 

gunman shot and killed 49 people and 
injured 53 others in the Pulse nightclub 
shooting in Orlando, Florida. It was 
the single deadliest known violent at-
tack on the LGBTQ community, the 
deadliest violent attack in America at 
that time, and an attack on our Latino 
community, our African-American 
communities, and so many others. 

After this tragedy, our city came to-
gether. Doctors, first responders, and 
friends rushed to save the wounded; 
others donated funds, supplies, even 
their blood. Countless works of art, 
gifts, and letters were left at im-
promptu memorial sites paying tribute 
to the victims and survivors. 

We came together in candlelight vig-
ils across the globe to grieve and re-
member. We became truly Orlando 
Strong in the face of adversity for the 
whole world to see. 

As we continue to honor 49 angels, we 
remind the world that love will always 
conquer hate in the end. The designa-
tion of the Pulse nightclub as a na-
tional memorial honors the lives 
taken, as well as the survivors, first re-
sponders, and an entire central Florida 
community. Together, we will open 
minds and hearts and make the Pulse 
Memorial a national symbol of hope, 
love, and change. 

I thank my Orlando area colleagues, 
Congresswoman VAL DEMINGS and Con-
gresswoman STEPHANIE MURPHY, for 
joining me in leading this important 
bipartisan legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3094, offered by our col-
league from Florida (Mr. SOTO). 

A little over 4 years ago, on June 12, 
2016, the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 
Florida, became the scene of the worst 
terrorist attack on American soil since 
September 11, 2001. 

Forty-nine Americans died and 53 
were injured that terrible night at the 
hands of an ISIS-inspired coward who 
turned on the very country where his 
parents had sought refuge from the vio-
lence in Afghanistan. Instead of grati-
tude, he unleashed hatred and violence 
upon this country that had sheltered 
his family and made it possible for him 
to be born into a land of freedom and 
opportunity. 

The poisonous political ideology that 
infected and animated him in his at-
tack—and to which he pledged alle-
giance just before the attack—is a fa-
miliar nemesis to the founding prin-
ciples of our country. 
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This craven and wanton attack re-

minds us of the threats of Islamic ex-
tremism both at home and abroad: that 
they are real, that they are malignant, 
and that they are deadly. 

In the aftermath of this terrible at-
tack on the patrons of the Pulse night-
club, its owner established a nonprofit 
called the onePULSE Foundation to 
memorialize those who died in this 
mass murder, known simply as ‘‘the 
49.’’ The foundation worked quickly to 
establish a memorial in Orlando, but 
recently began working with Orlando’s 
mayor to launch a design competition 
for a permanent memorial and museum 
slated to open in 2022. 

This bill would redesignate the Pulse 
Memorial in Orlando as the National 
Pulse Memorial. The bill makes clear 
that this memorial will not be a unit of 
the national park system, and a des-
ignation as a national memorial does 
not require any Federal funds to be ex-
pended. 

The House’s action on this bill today 
complements the United States Sen-
ate’s resolution passed on June 11 of 
this year honoring the victims of this 
outrage, as well as the State of Flor-
ida’s designation of June 12 as Pulse 
Remembrance Day. 

I urge adoption of the measure, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from California and our 
friends across the aisle for their sup-
port. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
DEMINGS). 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker, it 
is time to make the Pulse nightclub a 
national memorial, and the reason is 
that what Pulse symbolizes is relevant 
to all Americans. 

Let me say this: Orlando does not 
need Congress in order to honor the 49 
victims, nor the 53 who were wounded 
that night. We have honored them and 
will continue to do so for as long as 
their memories live on. 

But it is still the right thing to do, 
that Congress take this action today, 
because, by making Pulse a national 
memorial, we honor not only the vic-
tims, but what they stood for, what 
they represent, and what our country 
could be and should be. 

Pulse is in my district. It was a sanc-
tuary. It was a place where Orlando’s 
LGBTQ residents could find safety and 
friendship. The people there that night 
were not in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. They were exactly where 
they were supposed to be, among 
friends and loved ones, taking joy to-
gether in what my bishop referred to as 
a late night fellowship. 

Isn’t that worth celebrating? Isn’t 
that worth protecting for every Amer-
ican? Could there be any right more 
basic? 

And that is why we are here: to honor 
and remember them. 

We will continue to grieve for those 
we lost and to help those who survived. 
We will continue together and remem-
ber. 

We will continue to act on gun vio-
lence and civil rights, for the survivors 
of Pulse have called upon us to honor 
those we lost with action, not just 
words. 

Today, with this vote, we state that 
Pulse was a national tragedy not only 
for what it was, but for what it meant; 
and it will be a national memorial not 
just to commemorate our past, but to 
guide our future. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers on our side, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Rhode 
Island (Mr. CICILLINE). 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank you, who brought me to the site 
of this horrible tragedy and allowed me 
to see the warmth and beauty of your 
community in response to it. 

Four years ago, 49 people were mur-
dered in a violent, hate-filled mass 
shooting at a gay nightclub in Orlando. 
In the days that followed, we saw and 
heard stories of courage, bravery, and 
resolve. But mostly, there was un-
speakable pain for those who lost 
someone in this attack. And although I 
pray that the passage of 4 years has 
brought some measure of relief, the 
truth is that their pain will never fully 
go away. 

It is critical that we designate this 
memorial today so that our country 
never forgets those who are lost, but it 
is also important to take action so this 
never happens again. 

Individuals convicted of hate crimes 
should never own a gun, and that is 
why I introduced the Disarm Hate 
Act—to do just that. If you commit a 
hate crime, you shouldn’t be allowed to 
own a gun, period. We know that those 
who commit hate crimes become in-
creasingly violent as time goes on. 
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No American family should have to 
suffer because of this loophole. Let’s 
disarm hate once and for all. 

We will never forget the 49 young 
people who lost their lives at the Pulse 
club in Orlando, the extraordinary re-
sponse of the first responders, and the 
hospital facilities that provided mirac-
ulous care that prevented so many 
other lives from being lost. 

Let’s do all that we can to prevent 
the next hate-filled tragedy. 

Again, I salute Orlando Strong for 
the magnificent and nurturing re-
sponse of the entire community to this 
devastating attack on all of us. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ). 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Speaker, I take this oppor-
tunity to commend Congressman SOTO, 
Congresswoman DEMINGS, and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Congress-
woman MURPHY), who is in the Chair, 
on this incredibly important legisla-
tion. 

I traveled to attend a memorial serv-
ice in the aftermath of the tragedy at 
Orlando’s Pulse gay nightclub to 
mourn with the stunned community 
how the confluence of bigotry and 
weapons of war conspired to steal 49 in-
nocent lives. 

I remember the feeling of numbness 
and agony. It was so hard to grasp that 
in 2016, visitors to Pulse that night suf-
fered a violence that far too often 
plagues LGBTQ-plus communities and 
communities of color, but this time on 
a mass scale. They were targeted for 
who they were. 

Out for the evening, they assumed it 
was safe to be themselves, to live their 
truths, and yet their precious lives 
were snuffed out. 

But in this darkest of moments, Flo-
ridians opened their arms to embrace 
and heal one another. They vocally de-
nounced bigotry, whether it was aimed 
at our LGBTQ-plus or Hispanic com-
munities, or too often both. They 
would not stay silent. 

Even public figures who were not al-
ways clear LGBTQ-plus allies stood up 
and made a commitment to equality. 

It was an encouraging moment of sol-
idarity amidst such tragedy. Most Flo-
ridians responded by drawing closer 
than ever before. 

Two years later, my community en-
dured similar heartache and anger 
when 17 students and educators were 
killed at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School. Days after that horrific 
school shooting, I was in Orlando and 
visited Pulse, where spontaneous mes-
sages of love and sadness were left be-
hind. 

As I added my message to the thou-
sands hanging on banners there, I saw 
Pulse was not simply a site of tragedy 
and pain. It was a hallowed place to re-
member and honor all the individuals 
who were lost. But it was also now a 
public space affirming that equality, 
justice, and love are worth rallying to 
and fighting for. 

Making Pulse a national memorial 
would, most importantly, properly 
honor those we lost way too soon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 
an additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ). 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Speaker, but it would also ele-
vate that site so that millions of Amer-
icans might turn our collective pain 
into collective action. 

In passing this bill, I hope visitors 
the world over will be inspired by a 
community that emphatically declared 
that love and hope will always triumph 
over prejudice and violence. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL). 

Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL. Madam 
Speaker, I am proud to rise in support 
of H.R. 3094, a bill to designate the Na-
tional Pulse Memorial. 
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On June 12, 2016, a shooter hatefully 

took the lives of 49 people at the Pulse 
nightclub in Orlando, Florida. Those 
who died were sons and daughters, 
brothers and sisters, mothers, fathers, 
and loving members of Florida’s com-
munities. 

This tragedy brought grief and pain 
to all parts of the Nation, to Florida, 
including my very own district, and to 
the LGBT community. 

That evening at the nightclub was 
Jerry Wright. His parents, MJ and 
Fred, are part of our community in 
south Florida. They described Jerry as 
a wonderful, loving, and caring son. He 
was there that evening, like any other 
evening, enjoying Latin music with 
friends, and from 1 minute to the next, 
his life was cruelly taken from him. He 
was only 31 years old. 

We all know that Jerry did not de-
serve this. His parents and family did 
not deserve this. 

I am very close friends now with the 
Wright family, and I know firsthand 
the anguish and the pain that they go 
through every single day, Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day. That pain never 
goes away. 

I know that personally, Madam 
Speaker, because I have also lost a 
loved one tragically to gun violence. 
So the pain that the families and the 
friends of 48 other people who lost their 
lives the same way is still present 
today. 

Just over 4 years later, now it is time 
that we designate the Pulse nightclub 
as a national memorial. 

This memorial will honor the mem-
ory of those who died that evening. It 
will ensure that loved family members 
like Jerry Wright are never forgotten. 
It will reflect on the pain that their 
families are still suffering. But most 
importantly, it will serve as a reminder 
that we as a country have to stop this 
violence and disarm hate. 

This memorial is a testament to 
those who died, and it is a mandate 
that we do more to stop it from hap-
pening again. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. MURPHY), my neighbor in 
central Florida. 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my colleague for 
yielding to me. 

Four long years have passed since a 
gunman walked into my community 
and took the lives of 49 innocent people 
at the Pulse nightclub. 

At that time, the events marked the 
largest mass shooting in this country, 
and to this day, it remains one of the 
largest incidents of a hate crime in our 
history. 

Most of the victims were members of 
our LGBTQ community in Orlando, a 
community that created Pulse to be a 
safe place to be themselves, a place 
where hate and violence could not 
reach them. 

It took one lone gunman to shatter 
that reality. But it is up to us on this 
day, 4 years later, to take it back. 

We owe it to those we lost to honor 
their memories by dedicating a na-
tional memorial at Pulse, a memorial 
that reflects the same love, accept-
ance, and spirit of community that em-
bodied the victims and that embodies 
the LGBTQ community at large, a 
place of healing for the survivors and 
all those affected, a welcoming place 
for all those seeking inspiration to act, 
to create a better, safer, and more in-
clusive Nation. 

By taking this important step, Amer-
ica is telling the world that we will 
never let hate win, that we won’t for-
get the victims, and that we will fight 
to ensure no community will ever go 
through something like this again. 

God bless the Pulse victims and their 
families. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
would inquire if the gentleman is ready 
to close. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I have 
three more speakers. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO). 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Four years ago, during Pride Month, 
our country awoke to the devastating 
news about a shooting at a nightclub in 
Orlando, Florida. The Pulse nightclub, 
a safe haven for the LGBTQ-plus com-
munity in Orlando was the target of an 
act of hate. 

Forty-nine lives were taken and 53 
were wounded after a gunman opened 
fire. The victims and survivors were 
LGBTQ-plus and members of the 
Latinx community. 

This shooting was one of the dead-
liest attacks on LGBTQ-plus Ameri-
cans in our history, and it left our 
community hurting, fearful, and skep-
tical about the progress our Nation had 
made towards acceptance, under-
standing, and belonging for LGBTQ- 
plus people. 

Four years later, we are still griev-
ing, we are still healing, and we are 
still demanding action to make equal-
ity the law of the land and to end gun 
violence in America. 

When I visited Orlando to pay my re-
spects to the victims and to honor 
their memories, what I saw at Pulse 
during such a painful time gave me 
hope. I saw a community that had 
come together to condemn hate, to re-
ject intolerance, and to celebrate the 
lives of every single soul that was lost 
that night. 

Our community’s pride and the brav-
ery we exhibit when we choose to em-
brace our identity, even in the face of 
hate and homophobia, is proof of how 
resilient we are. 

Designating Pulse as a national me-
morial would honor the lives of those 
lost and it would forever stand as a 
symbol of pride, hope, and courage, 
which will always triumph over hate. 

Madam Speaker, as the co-chair of 
the LGBT Equality Caucus, I thank 

Representative SOTO for his leadership, 
also Representative MURPHY and Rep-
resentative DEMINGS. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 3094. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. CLARK), the vice chair 
of our caucus. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. 
Madam Speaker, almost 4 years ago 
today, I joined with my colleagues and 
my friend, Congressman JOHN LEWIS, in 
leading a sit-in on this very floor after 
the Pulse nightclub shooting in Or-
lando, Florida. 

We could not stand for another mo-
ment of silence. We could not stand for 
another day of inaction. We could not 
stand for another mass shooting in 
America. 

We sat in protest. The House Demo-
crats stopped the work of Congress be-
cause Congress had stopped working 
for the American people. 

Now, 4 years later, our commitment 
to ending gun violence and hate re-
mains absolute. 

Making the Pulse nightclub a na-
tional memorial will honor the 49 lives 
lost in Orlando and will declare that 
love is love. 

Today, during Pride Month, we cele-
brate these lives and we honor them, 
but we can’t stop there. We need com-
monsense gun violence prevention 
measures now. 

Within weeks of taking the majority, 
House Democrats passed two bipartisan 
gun safety bills. To this day, they re-
main stalled in the Senate. 

COVID–19 is not the only public 
health crisis in this country. We lose 
40,000 Americans a year to gun vio-
lence. 

We cannot waste another day. We ask 
the Republicans in the Senate to pass 
our legislation, end this sickening 
cycle of gun violence in our country. 

Choose love, choose peace, recognize 
that gun violence is often the lethal 
partner of racism and bigotry. 

With this national memorial, we will 
have a physical manifestation of our 
commitment to end gun violence and 
to have equality for all. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I would 
inquire how much time we have re-
maining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MURPHY of Florida). The gentleman 
from Florida has 41⁄2 minutes remain-
ing. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
this is a somber moment, and I thank 
the gentleman from Florida for not 
only his passion but his recognition 
that America should never forget. 

I thank the Speaker pro tempore for 
letting us remember all the faces and 
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families and loved ones that were im-
pacted. Forty-nine lives, I believe, were 
taken in one moment, with an act of 
violence by a crazed gunman, with a 
gun. 

We have been trying to stand in the 
gap, with background checks passed 
the very first moment under the lead-
ership of Speaker PELOSI, gun violence 
legislation that has no impact on the 
Second Amendment but seeks to derail 
the kind of crazed gunman that was 
able to take these lives before first re-
sponders could come. 

I remember hearing the stories of 
families waiting outside of the Pulse 
nightclub, saying they heard from 
their loved one but had not seen them 
because they were making their last- 
minute cries for help. 

This memorial would say to America 
that we are not a nation of bigots, of 
xenophobia, racism, hatred. We are a 
nation of respect and dignity. 

I know the families of those who died 
at the Pulse nightclub are still in pain 
and will never forget. 

But it is the duty of the United 
States Congress, with our voices 
raised, to say that the book that I have 
been holding on to over the last 2 days, 
to fight for justice in policing, to talk 
about D.C. statehood, this book, this 
Constitution, which George Wash-
ington said he would use as a guide, 
that he would never abandon, everyone 
has the right to decency and life and 
due process. 

I enthusiastically support this legis-
lation to give dignity to the lives, and 
for America never to forget those lives, 
at the Pulse nightclub. 

Madam Speaker, as a senior member of the 
House of Representatives, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 3094, ‘‘To designate the National 
Pulse Memorial located at 1912 South Orange 
Avenue, Orlando, Florida, 32806, and for other 
purposes.’’ 

I am voting for H.R. 3094 because it not 
only memorializes and honors the 49 people 
who tragically lost their lives from this horrific 
act of violence, but it also stands as a symbol 
to the LGBTQ+ community, to our Latino com-
munity, to our nation, and to the world, that we 
will not stand for or tolerate acts of hatred 
against marginalized persons. 

Madam Speaker, you will remember that the 
Pulse nightclub shooting took place on June 
12th, 2016 in Orlando, Florida when a gunman 
shot and killed 49 people and injured 53 oth-
ers. 

It was the single deadliest known violent at-
tack on both the LGBTQ+ community and our 
Latino community. 

The Pulse nightclub was a haven for the 
LGBTQ community to live, love, and dance. 

They came for music, celebration and fel-
lowship. 

Over four dozen would leave the Pulse 
Nightclub with their names added to a list of 
fatal victims of gun violence . 

In the aftermath, we saw communities come 
together and support one another. 

We saw doctors, first responders, and 
friends rush to save the wounded. 

Others donated funds, supplies, and even 
their blood. 

There were countless murals and other 
artworks, gifts, and letters left at impromptu 

memorial sites, paying tribute to the victims 
and survivors. 

Our nation refused to let hate win. 
We came together in the form of thousands 

of candlelight vigils to grieve, remember, and 
heal. 

By passing H.R. 3094 today, we seek to 
create a permanent reminder that this act of 
violence and other heinous instances of big-
otry are not emblematic of America or its true 
values. 

It will also remind us that it is our duty as 
a society to be better and do better in terms 
of standing up against hate in all its forms. 

I ask all members to join me in voting for 
H.R. 3094, ‘‘To designate the National Pulse 
Memorial located at 1912 South Orange Ave-
nue, Orlando, Florida, 32806, and for other 
purposes.’’ 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD a list of the names of the 
49 victims we lost in the Pulse night-
club shooting. 

Stanley Almodovar III, 23 years old; Aman-
da L. Alvear, 25 years old; Oscar A. Aracena 
Montero, 26 years old; Rodolfo Ayala Ayala, 
33 years old; Antonio Davon Brown, 29 years 
old; Darryl Roman Burt II, 29 years old; 
Angel Candelario-Padro, 28 years old; Juan 
Chavez Martinez, 25 years old; Luis Daniel 
Conde, 39 years old; Cory James Connell, 21 
years old; Tevin Eugene Crosby, 25 years old; 
Deonka Deidra Drayton, 32 years old; Simón 
Adrian Carrillo Fernández, 31 years old; 
Leroy Valentin Fernandez, 25 years old; 
Mercedez Marisol Flores, 26 years old; Peter 
Ommy Gonzalez Cruz, 22 years old; Juan 
Ramon Guerrero, 22 years old; Paul Terrell 
Henry, 41 years old; Frank Hernandez, 27 
years old; Miguel Angel Honorato, 30 years 
old. 

Javier Jorge Reyes, 40 years old; Jason 
Benjamin Josaphat, 19 years old; Eddie 
Jamoldroy Justice, 30 years old; Anthony 
Luis Laureano Disla, 25 years old; Chris-
topher Andrew Leinonen, 32 years old; 
Alejandro Barrios Martinez, 21 years old; 
Brenda Marquez McCool, 49 years old; 
Gilberto R. Silva Menendez, 25 years old; 
Kimberly Jean Morris, 37 years old; Akyra 
Monet Murray, 18 years old; Luis Omar 
Ocasio Capo, 20 years old; Geraldo A. Ortiz 
Jimenez, 25 years old; Eric Ivan Ortiz-Rivera, 
36 years old; Joel Rayon Paniagua, 32 years 
old; Jean Carlos Mendez Perez, 35 years old; 
Enrique L. Rios, Jr., 25 years old; Jean Car-
los Nieves Rodrı́guez, 27 years old; Xavier 
Emmanuel Serrano-Rosado, 35 years old; 
Christopher Joseph Sanfeliz, 24 years old; 
Yilmary Rodrı́guez Solivan, 24 years old; Ed-
ward Sotomayor Jr., 34 years old; Shane 
Evan Tomlinson, 33 years old; Martin 
Benitez Torres, 33 years old; Jonathan A. 
Camuy Vega, 24 years old; Juan Pablo Rivera 
Velázquez, 37 years old; Luis Sergio Vielma, 
22 years old; Franky Jimmy DeJesus 
Velázquez, 50 years old; Luis Daniel Wilson- 
Leon, 37 years old; Jerald Arthur Wright, 31 
years old. 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI), the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding, and 
I thank you and him for making this 
important memorial possible for us 
today. 

I rise to solemnly join my colleagues 
to honor the 49 beautiful souls mur-
dered 4 years ago in an unfathomable 

act of hatred and bloodshed at the 
Pulse nightclub in Orlando. 

I thank Congressman DARREN SOTO 
for giving us this opportunity of ob-
serving and for being a voice for peace 
and healing for all of those affected. 

Pulse was a peaceful haven where 
young LGBTQ Americans could enjoy 
music, dancing, and celebration, know-
ing they were in a sanctuary of safety 
and solidarity. 

Pulse was a monument to joy, a trib-
ute to resilience and pride born out of 
the grief that Barbara Poma experi-
enced after losing her brother, John, to 
AIDS. That was her motivation for 
starting that. 

May the grief that we experience now 
at the loss of 49 who were murdered 
move us to turn our pain into purpose. 
This poster is all of them. 

But some time after the terrible 
tragedy, we stood on the steps of the 
Capitol, holding their individual pic-
tures. At that time, we said: We will 
never forget. 

Thank you for giving us the oppor-
tunity to keep that promise to turn 
pain into purpose. 

Shortly after the horrific act of ha-
tred at Pulse, I had the solemn privi-
lege of traveling to Orlando and meet-
ing with survivors and families who 
had lost loved ones. Their message to 
the Congress, to a person that I met 
with there, was: Please, do something 
to stop gun violence. 

Yet, painfully, since that tragic 
night, the horror that we saw in Or-
lando has been replicated in countless 
other communities across the country. 
In too many places, the epidemic of 
gun violence has killed too many inno-
cent people and left too many families 
suffering unimaginable pain and loss. 

As one of the first actions of our ma-
jority last year, the House took action 
to end the bloodshed by passing H.R. 8 
and H.R. 1112, H.R. 8 so designated be-
cause it had been 8 years since the as-
sault on the life of our colleague Gabby 
Giffords. 

She survived. She is doing remark-
able things, in terms of trying to end 
gun violence. But other people died. 
Hence, H.R. 8, as it was 8 years since. 
Then, H.R. 1112 was Mr. CLYBURN’s leg-
islation to address what happened in 
South Carolina. 

485 days, nearly 500 days, later, we 
continue to urge the Senate to take up 
this legislation, supported broadly, 
Democrats, independents, Republicans, 
gun owners, hunters, many of whom 
have had to pass background checks in 
order to have their guns and to enjoy 
their sport and protect themselves. 
They are not against background 
checks. Across the country, this has 
broad support, nonpartisan support. 

Yet, in the Congress of the United 
States, there is resistance to that safe-
ty of simply commonsense background 
checks. It isn’t as if we were starting 
something new. This is just an expan-
sion of the background checks that al-
ready exist to include gun shows and 
online sales, et cetera, just an expan-
sion. 
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I remind my colleagues that an aver-

age of 100 people die every day from 
gun violence. Let me restate, it has 
been almost 500 days since the House 
passed those bills and the Senate has 
failed to take it up—almost 500 times 
100 a day. 

We see the consequences. Not that all 
of them would have been saved, but 
some, many, would have. Many have 
been saved since the original back-
ground check legislation passed. 

Four years later, 4 years after Pulse, 
our grief remains raw. But our resolve 
to end the deadly scourge of gun vio-
lence and hatred—discrimination, that 
it was about, too—remains unwavering. 

Strengthened by the memories of 
those who were lost to gun violence—49 
souls here, and so many others—in-
spired by the spirit of hope that we cel-
ebrate during Pride Month, especially 
this weekend, let us never relent in our 
mission to end the horror of gun vio-
lence once and for all and end discrimi-
nation against anyone in our commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I thank and com-
mend Mr. SOTO, and I urge a ‘‘yes’’ 
vote. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I again want to commend Mr. SOTO 
on this bill. 

In closing, it is important to note 
that the attack that we remember with 
this legislation was directed against all 
Americans, not just the patrons of the 
nightclub that night. The killer made 
this abundantly and chillingly clear. 
He declared himself an ‘‘Islamic sol-
dier’’ and declared his allegiance and 
obedience to the terrorist leader, Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi. This was an attack 
motivated by hate, hatred against our 
country, hatred against all that our 
country stands for. 

I think we can take some solace in 
knowing that Americans today retain 
their right to defend themselves 
against such attacks, that such ter-
rorist attacks like this should remind 
us how important our Second Amend-
ment rights remain today. 

We can also take solace from the fact 
that al-Baghdadi, the inspiration for 
this terrorist attack, was hunted down 
and brought to justice in October last 
year by American Delta Force com-
mandos, as he shielded himself with 
children, who he killed when he deto-
nated a suicide vest rather than to be 
taken prisoner. 

Madam Speaker, in memory of the 49 
Americans killed by this terrorist at-
tack, I ask for an ‘‘aye’’ vote in this 
House today. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
We all agree this was an attack moti-

vated by hate, and today, we recognize 
the 49 angels we lost and the 53 who 
were injured during the Pulse night-
club shooting. 

Vigils occurred across this Nation, 
across the political spectrum, after 

this deadly shooting. I can tell you, on 
behalf of Congresswoman DEMINGS, 
Congresswoman MURPHY, myself, and 
our region, we want to thank everyone 
for doing that. 

We want to thank our colleagues, 
both Democrats and Republicans, for 
coming together: Chair GRIJALVA, 
Ranking Member BISHOP, Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK, Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK. We appreciate all the 
work being done in the Senate. 

Today, we recognize the memory of 
these 49 angels across our Nation by 
making this the Pulse National Memo-
rial. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 3094, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF RULE SUB-
MITTED BY DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION RELATING TO ‘‘BOR-
ROWER DEFENSE INSTITU-
TIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY’’— 
VETO MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
NEGUSE). Pursuant to the order of the 
House of June 18, 2020, the unfinished 
business is the further consideration of 
the veto message of the President on 
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 76) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Education relating 
to ‘‘Borrower Defense Institutional Ac-
countability’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the joint resolution, 
the objections of the President to the 
contrary notwithstanding? 

(For veto message, see proceedings of 
the House of June 1, 2020, at page 
H2362.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of over-
riding the President’s veto of H.J. Res. 
76, a bipartisan Congressional Review 
Act resolution that would stop the De-
partment of Education’s harmful bor-
rower defense rule from going into ef-
fect. 

Mr. Speaker, I first want to recognize 
the hard work of the gentlewoman 
from Nevada, Representative SUSIE 

LEE, for her tireless efforts in pro-
tecting students, particularly student 
veterans, from predatory schools. 

b 1145 

Borrower defense is a valuable tool to 
provide relief to student borrowers who 
are defrauded by predatory institu-
tions. Unfortunately, instead of using 
the Department’s authority to make 
borrowers whole and give students a 
second chance at a quality education, 
it has gone out of its way to prevent 
victims of fraud from getting relief. 

The Department’s rewrite of the bor-
rower defense rule, which is set to go 
into effect on July 1, will mean that a 
vast majority of defrauded student bor-
rowers will get virtually no relief. Even 
in cases where a school clearly violates 
the law, defrauded victims can still be 
denied relief under the rule if they 
can’t show that the school inten-
tionally defrauded them or they can’t 
file their claim fast enough or they 
can’t document, according to the 
flawed Department methodology, ex-
actly how much harm they suffered due 
to fraud. 

Even those student borrowers who do 
receive partial relief will receive sig-
nificantly less relief than before. Under 
Secretary DeVos, the average loan dis-
charge amount for approved borrowers 
has dropped from about $11,000 to about 
$500, and for many students zero relief 
will be available even though they can 
prove massive fraud. 

Class actions are not allowed under 
the rule. Each student must bring an 
individual case even though the school 
may have been found to have been 
guilty of egregious systemic fraud. 

Democrats and Republicans came to-
gether earlier this year to pass a Con-
gressional Review Act resolution that 
rejects this rule and prevents the De-
partment of Education from denying 
borrowers the relief they deserve. A 
broad coalition, including veterans and 
military groups, consumer advocates, 
student advocates, and civil rights 
groups, called on the President to sign 
the congressional resolution and pro-
tect student borrowers from predatory 
schools; but, while the President ini-
tially indicated support for the resolu-
tion, he ultimately chose to veto it. 

Today the House has one final oppor-
tunity to ensure that defrauded stu-
dents get the relief they deserve by 
overriding that veto. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote to override the President’s veto. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield the customary 30 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX), who is the 
ranking member, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume, and I thank my col-
league from Virginia for yielding me 
the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in opposi-
tion of H.J. Res. 76, a resolution that 
would overturn the Education Depart-
ment’s effort to assist students who 
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