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have earned. As well as having the
backs of our troops by Kkeeping our
forces strong and prepared.

Fixing our broken illegal immigra-
tion process, first by securing our bor-
der and then reforming our laws with a
focus on high fences and wide gates.

Making the 2017 Trump tax cuts per-
manent for families and small busi-
nesses. Driving workforce development
by partnering with the private sector,
our schools, career and technical cen-
ters, and apprenticeship programs.

Supporting trade agreements that
create reciprocal trade and open mar-
kets for our U.S.-made products and
agricultural goods.

Help assure our students have afford-
able and accountable educational op-

portunities.
Continue to grow our domestic en-
ergy industry including all-of-the-

above and all-of-the-below: clean coal,
low-carbon natural gas, and regulated
and responsible oil production. We can
accomplish this like no other nation on
Earth.

We will work to develop and pass a
transportation infrastructure bill to
keep our roads and bridges safe, to
modernize our highway system, and
build America for the 21st century.

Finally, we will be fiscally respon-
sible with the people’s money on all
spending and work to reduce our def-
icit.

On the district level, we plan to
maximize Opportunity Zones to revi-
talize our small cities, focus on work-
force development to match the en-
hanced demands of the 21st century
workplace, maximize the economic op-
portunities of our area which will cre-
ate good-paying jobs, improve our flood
mitigation without putting it on the
backs of our taxpayers, supporting po-
lice and first responders to maintain a
high level of public safety, and con-
tinue to work to wipe out the terrible
epidemic of drug addiction.

Mr. Speaker, if we can accomplish
these goals, we will have an incredibly
successful 2020 and pave the way for a
great American decade.

Let’s stop confusing activity with ac-
complishment. Let’s keep our eyes on
the prize with clear 20/20 vision to get
things done for the American people.

————
IMPEACHMENT TRIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise,
Mr. Speaker, because I love my coun-
try. I rise today to address the trial
that will start in the Senate, the trial
to impeach the President of the United
States of America.

This trial, Mr. Speaker, will not end
until the last person has testified. In a
sense it is like an opera, and, as you
know, Mr. Speaker, the opera isn’t over
until there is a song that is sung; and
until the last witness sings, the opera
isn’t over, this political opera as it
were.
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There are witnesses who must be
heard. I believe that there are 51 Sen-
ators who will find agreement with
what I have said. I believe that there
are Senators who understand that
when they take that oath, they have to
step outside of the normal rhetoric
that they may have espoused. I think
they have to stand on the Constitution,
and I think the Constitution requires
them to hear all of the relevant and
material evidence.

There are documents that should be
heard. There are witnesses that must
be heard. I believe that the Senators
will vote such that documents and wit-
nesses that have not been produced will
be produced and the witnesses will be
heard.

I believe that this is one of the sem-
inal moments in time for the Members
of the Senate, and I think they will un-
derstand that this is not just about
this time, it is about all time. It is
about what historians will say about
this date, about the days that will fol-
low.

It really is about who we are and
what we stand for in the eyes of the
world. Because it is not just about the
Members of the House examining what
is going on; the people of our country,
and, indeed, the people of the planet
Earth are viewing this, and they are
doing so with great anticipation. They
fully expect that the United States
that has been a champion for liberty
and justice for all, the United States
that has the Statue of Liberty, the
United States of America that stands
for freedom around the world, that the
United States of America will live up
to its billing, will live up to what we
have said, will live up to what we have
done in the past, and will allow all evi-
dence to be presented. I believe this.

I also believe that if all of the evi-
dence is properly presented, no one can
say that there wasn’t a fair trial. The
verdict may not be something that I
would agree with, but there will have
been a fair trial. If you don’t do this,
then it is not a fair trial. It is just a
fake trial.

If you don’t do this, there is no need
to have the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court present if all you are
going to do is receive reports from the
House, that is just a briefing. You don’t
need the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court there with all of the majesty of
the court. You don’t need it.

I say have a trial, not a briefing. If
we only have a briefing, this will be
justice delayed if not denied. There is a
court of appeals and that court of ap-
peals will assemble in November of this
year because the Senate itself is on
trial. The court of appeals in November
will make decisions as to whether or
not the Senate has governed itself
under the Constitution and has pre-
sented itself such that it should con-
tinue with its current makeup. The
people of this country will have the
last word.
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FARMERS TO BENEFIT FROM
CHINA TRADE DEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of President Trump’s
effort to hold China accountable for its
unfair trade practices, and I commend
him and Ambassador Lighthizer on
achieving the first phase of resetting
that relationship.

For years, China has been taking ad-
vantage of American manufacturers
and producers through currency manip-
ulation, state ownership, stealing our
intellectual property, and other unfair
and unseemly behavior.

The bottom line is this, Mr. Speaker:
They have been cheating Americans,
and politicians have let them get away
with it for far too long.

Joining me in this historic gallery
today are 27 of the hardest working,
God-fearing farmers in west Texas.
Cochran, Lubbock, and Bailey Counties
are represented here today. They know
all too well the disastrous results of
this trade imbalance with China.

President Trump loves the American
farmer, and thanks to his hard-fought
negotiations, producers from the South
Plains and across the country will reap
the benefit of China’s new commitment
to purchase up to $50 billion in U.S. ag-
riculture products. That is nearly
twice the amount ever purchased by
China.

These farmers can attest that the
pain from China’s retaliatory tariffs is
real, resulting in higher input costs,
lower commodity prices, and a signifi-
cant decline in market share in one of
our largest export markets.

All of this has come on the heels of
record bankruptcies and the steepest
decline in farm income since the Great
Depression, but our farmers stand with
this President because they know he is
doing the right thing. They know he is
fighting for them, and they also under-
stand that when we get to the other
side of this deal, there will be greener
pastures for the next generation of
farmers and ranchers.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent
the food, fuel, and fiber capital of the
world in west Texas. These cowboys
and plowboys who feed and clothe the
American people, and fuel the Amer-
ican economy, are a picture of Amer-
ica’s traditional values of hard work,
faith in God, and love for their families
and fellow man, which, by the way, is
the real substance of what makes
America great.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of them, I
thank the American people for their
support through these tough times, and
I thank President Trump for putting
America first and fighting for a better
future for the American farmer.

God bless, and go west Texas.

REMEMBERING LUBBOCK FIRST RESPONDERS

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, this
is a very solemn moment for me and all
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west Texans. On Saturday morning,
west Texas lost two of our finest and
bravest first responders.

Lieutenant David Hill of Lubbock
Fire Rescue and 27-year-old Lubbock
Police Officer Nicholas Reyna were re-
sponding to a rollover accident when
they lost their lives in the line of duty.
A 30-year-old firefighter and para-
medic, Matt Dawson, was also injured
and remains in critical condition.

This is a tragic reminder that our he-
roic first responders wake up every sin-
gle day and risk their lives to keep us
safe. These men understood the sacred
call to service. They gave the ultimate
sacrifice and demonstrated the great-
est love for their fellow man.

The Holy Scripture says this: ‘“There
is no greater love than this, than to lay
down your life for your friends.”” May
God welcome these earthly heroes into
His heavenly kingdom. May He comfort
the Reyna and Hill families. May He
grant Matt a speedy and full recovery.
May He continue to bless and keep
those who keep watch over us.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind Members that the
rules do not allow references to persons
in the gallery.

——————

COMMEMORATING MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR. DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and his life of service to our Nation.

Next week, on January 20, we will ob-
serve Martin Luther King’s birthday.
We know that Dr. King was the most
influential civil rights leader in our
Nation’s history among so many great
civil rights leaders, such as our own
Congressman JOHN LEWIS.

Dr. King’s commitment to public
service brought historic change to our
Nation, affected our entire country and
society, and reshaped the way we inter-
act. So it is fitting that we observe the
26th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day as ““A Day On, Not a Day
Off.”

It serves to remind us to ask our-
selves: What are we doing for others?
Dr. King called this ‘‘life’s most per-
sistent and urgent question.”” What are
we doing for others in our country?

As a public servant for the past 40
years, I firmly believe that every indi-
vidual has an ability and an oppor-
tunity to make a change. Communities
across the United States will host
events to commemorate Dr. King’s
achievements and give back to the
community, including in my own dis-
trict in the San Joaquin Valley.

I will proudly participate in the Mar-
tin Luther King Day Community
March in Fresno and Merced, as well.
My office will join the city of Fresno at
an awards ceremony to recognize indi-
viduals and organizations for their out-
standing service to give back to our
communities in the spirit of Dr. King.
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I urge all Americans to find ways to
help others in communities on Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King’s birthday. You can
find those options at
NationalService.gov, a way for us all to
give back. Because in the words of Dr.
King: ““The time is always right to do
what is right.”

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL SLAVERY AND HUMAN

TRAFFICKING PREVENTION MONTH

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
also to recognize National Slavery and
Human Trafficking Prevention Month
to raise awareness about this atrocity
that plagues our Nation and the world.

There are estimated to be more than
40 million victims of trafficking across
the planet. It happens in all of our
communities here, and because of the
geographic location that I represent in
California’s San Joaquin Valley, my
district sees a disproportionately high
amount of human trafficking.

The fighting of this atrocity requires
all of us to be involved, and we must do
more. Every year, I work hard to se-
cure additional funding for the Crime
Victims Fund and to strengthen our ef-
forts to stop human trafficking.

We were successful in getting an ad-
ditional $2 billion to support investiga-
tions and operations to prevent human
trafficking and another $2.6 billion to
improve services for these victims in
the spending bill that passed just last
month. This helps organizations like
Breaking the Chains in Fresno, which
is crucial to survivors.

We must understand that these traf-
ficking victims are just that; they are
victims of crime. We also need to bol-
ster our efforts to prevent this from
continuing to occur, from supporting
law enforcement efforts to holding per-
petrators accountable to educating our
children about the dangers, especially
in this day and age, when the internet,
sadly, is oftentimes a tool for traf-
fickers.

It is estimated that less than 1 per-
cent of the survivors of human traf-
ficking cases are identified. That is an
astounding number, I think: less than 1
percent of the survivors of human traf-
ficking are actually identified.

Last year, as co-chairs of the bipar-
tisan Crime Survivors and Justice Cau-
cus, which I helped found with Con-
gressman Ted Poe, Congressman PETE
OLSON and I introduced a resolution in
the House to prevent, eradicate, and
raise the awareness of human traf-
ficking as today’s modern slavery. It
calls for the Federal Government to co-
ordinate efforts to fight human traf-
ficking between agencies and with
State and local governments and other
organizations that are out there trying
their best.

Just yesterday, I met with John Cot-
ton Richmond, the State Department’s
Ambassador-at-Large to Monitor and
Combat Trafficking in Persons, both
here and abroad, to discuss how we can
work together to fight this injustice.

I promise you, we must fight this in-
justice. As a member and a co-chair of
the Victims’ Rights Caucus, for sur-
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vivors of these kinds of crimes, we will
continue to put this among our highest
priorities. The Crime Survivors and
Justice Caucus will continue to lead
this bipartisan fight to end modern
slavery and human trafficking in all its
forms.

——————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF COLONEL
LEE FRANKLIN WITTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 56 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, Thurs-
day and Friday of next week, I plan to
visit my alma mater, the United States
Military Academy at West Point. I
hope to spend time with the Depart-
ment of Social Sciences and thank
them for their service to our country
and for their current job of training
our next generation of warriors.

I am sure that many of the faculty
also mentor individual cadets. During
my era, we called it sponsoring. This is
a critical part of the job that I want to
continue to encourage them to do.

You see, I am headed back to West
Point to attend the burial of my spon-
sor, Colonel Witter. I met the Witter
family during my first free Sunday
morning of Beast Barracks. We met at
the Lutheran service in the Old Cadet
Chapel in the cemetery.

Colonel Witter and his wife, Mary
Ellen, and children, Nanette, Dorinda,
and Mathew, welcomed me into their
home. They provided a safe haven away
from the constant scrutiny of the
upper class. They provided a full meal
now and then when full meals during
my era as a plebe were not always as-
sured.

Having been raised in a large family,
they provided a second family, a
younger brother that I never had and
two younger sisters that I already had
plenty of.

As in any family, sometimes I was
helpful and sometimes maybe a burden.
The Witter family was always there for
me, in good times and bad. Whether I
was breaking the porch swing or kitch-
en chairs, seriously burning Mathew,
or spending the night when I was told
not to, I was also forgiven.

Colonel Witter took a special focus
on my school performance. I was on the
other dean’s list, the list academic
deans pay closer attention to. Gradua-
tion for me was not a slam dunk. Colo-
nel Witter would summon me to his of-
fice to encourage me and help motivate
me academically. When I told him I
thought I was doing okay, he re-
sponded: “‘I get your grades.”

I could not have graduated from West
Point without the love and support
from the Witter family. For this, I will
be eternally grateful.

Colonel Witter, 84, passed away Mon-
day, January 6, 2020, in South Carolina.
This is a picture of him at the military
academy as an instructor. I was blessed
to have a chance to be able to visit
with him and Mary Ellen a year ago
last March.
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