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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on additional motions to suspend 
the rules on which the yeas and nays 
are ordered. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SUICIDE 
DATA COLLECTION ACT 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 2746) to require the Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to 
provide information on suicide rates in 
law enforcement, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2746 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Law En-
forcement Suicide Data Collection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. INFORMATION ON SUICIDE IN LAW EN-

FORCEMENT. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Attorney General, acting through the Direc-
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
shall establish, for the purpose of preventing 
future law enforcement suicides and pro-
moting understanding of suicide in law en-
forcement, the Law Enforcement Officers 
Suicide Data Collection Program, under 
which law enforcement agencies may submit 
to the Director information on suicides and 
attempted suicides within such law enforce-
ment agencies, including information on— 

(1) the circumstances and events that oc-
curred before each suicide or attempted sui-
cide; 

(2) the general location of each suicide or 
attempted suicide; 

(3) the demographic information of each 
law enforcement officer who commits or at-
tempts suicide; 

(4) the occupational category, including 
criminal investigator, corrections officer, 
line of duty officer, 911 dispatch operator, of 
each law enforcement officer who commits 
or attempts suicide; and 

(5) the method used in each suicide or at-
tempted suicide. 

(b) POLICIES.—The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation shall work with the Confidentiality 
and Data Access Committee of the Federal 
Committee on Statistical Methodology to 
develop publication policies to manage the 
risk of identity disclosure based upon the 
best practices identified by other Federal 
statistical programs. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Attorney General, acting 
through the Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, shall submit to Congress 

and publish on the website of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation a report containing the 
information submitted to the Director pur-
suant to subsection (a). 

(d) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The report described 
under subsection (c) may not include any 
personally identifiable information of a law 
enforcement officer who commits or at-
tempts suicide. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘law enforcement agency’’ 

means a Federal, State, Tribal, or local 
agency engaged in the prevention, detection, 
or investigation, prosecution, or adjudica-
tion of any violation of the criminal laws of 
the United States, a State, Tribal, or a polit-
ical subdivision of a State; 

(2) the term ‘‘law enforcement officer’’ 
means any current or former officer (includ-
ing a correctional officer), agent, or em-
ployee of the United States, a State, Indian 
Tribe, or a political subdivision of a State 
authorized by law to engage in or supervise 
the prevention, detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of any violation of the criminal 
laws of the United States, a State, Indian 
Tribe, or a political subdivision of a State; 
and 

(3) the term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 
several States, the District of Columbia, and 
any commonwealth, territory, or possession 
of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
TITUS). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. NADLER) 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. RESCHENTHALER) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of S. 2746, the Law Enforcement 
Suicide Data Collection Act, which re-
quires the FBI to establish a data col-
lection program that gathers data on 
law enforcement and former law en-
forcement suicides at the local, State, 
and Federal levels. 

We consider this bill today in re-
sponse to a growing epidemic of law en-
forcement suicides in America. Trag-
ically, more than 227 U.S. law enforce-
ment officers took their own lives last 
year, an increase of more than 50 
deaths from the year before. 

While law enforcement officers are 
tasked with the responsibility of pro-
tecting our communities and respond-
ing to often dangerous emergency situ-
ations, the number who have died as a 
result of suicide has, in recent years, 
exceeded the numbers of officers lost in 
the line of duty. 

My community has been particularly 
affected by this issue. Last year, the 
New York Police Department lost nine 
officers in a deeply troubling string of 

suicides. With long, late hours, regular 
traumatic experiences, life-threatening 
situations, and work in constant prox-
imity to firearms, law enforcement of-
ficers are at an increased risk for men-
tal illness such as post-traumatic 
stress disorder, depression, and anx-
iety. 

A number of reports over past dec-
ades indicate that that law enforce-
ment officers have an increased risk of 
suicide when compared to the general 
public. While suicide is currently the 
leading cause of death for law enforce-
ment officers, the nearly 18,000 law en-
forcement agencies in this country 
lack a unified reporting mechanism for 
collecting data on these tragedies. 

b 2015 
Without the proper information and 

statistics, law enforcement agencies 
and local, State, and Federal leaders 
are hindered in their ability to edu-
cate, prevent, and respond to this epi-
demic of suicides. 

This bill directs the FBI to establish 
the Law Enforcement Officers Suicide 
Data Collection Program to prevent fu-
ture suicides and to promote the under-
standing of suicide in law enforcement 
by collecting information from Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement 
agencies. 

Data allowed to be collected pursu-
ant to this bill includes details relating 
to both suicides and attempted sui-
cides, including the circumstances and 
location of each event, as well as demo-
graphic information of each law en-
forcement officer and the method used 
in each incident. 

It is imperative that the law enforce-
ment community, mental health pro-
fessionals, Congress, and the American 
people better understand the extent of, 
and the reasons for, this crisis. 

The bill, therefore, also requires pub-
lic reporting of the FBI’s findings so 
that Congress and others can best sup-
port State and local agencies that are 
grappling with the day-to-day con-
sequences of officer suicide. 

Madam Speaker, I am grateful for 
the bipartisan effort to address this im-
portant issue. In the House, our col-
league, Representative MIKE QUIGLEY, 
authored H.R. 3735, the companion to 
this Senate-passed bill. I commend 
him, and I commend the bill’s Senate 
sponsor, Senator CATHERINE CORTEZ 
MASTO, for their tireless work on be-
half of law enforcement officers and 
their loved ones. 

Madam Speaker, I support this bill. I 
urge my colleagues to do the same, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
S. 2746, the Law Enforcement Suicide 
Data Collection Act. 

Last year, Congress passed and the 
President signed into law the STOIC 
Act, a bill that I introduced with my 
good friend, Congresswoman MAD-
ELEINE DEAN. That bill improves men-
tal health treatment for our Nation’s 
law enforcement officers. 
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Today, we are once again taking ac-

tion to address the disturbingly high 
suicide rate among our police officers. 
The Law Enforcement Suicide Data 
Collection Act, which I am a very 
proud cosponsor of, would require the 
Federal Government to track suicides 
within the law enforcement commu-
nity. 

According to Blue HELP, which is a 
nonprofit working to reduce stigmas 
attached to mental health for those in 
the law enforcement community, a 
record number of current or former po-
lice officers died by suicide last year; 
228 current or former officers died by 
suicide in 2019, compared with 172 in 
2018. 

Since Blue HELP began collecting 
data over 4 years ago, more law en-
forcement officers have died by suicide 
than all other line-of-duty deaths com-
bined. Organizations like Blue HELP 
do the best they can to track these 
tragic instances of law enforcement 
suicide. However, there is no com-
prehensive government effort to track 
attempted suicides and suicides in the 
law enforcement community. 

Line-of-duty deaths are tracked 
through the FBI’s Law Enforcement 
Officers Killed and Assaulted Program. 
This program aims to provide poten-
tially lifesaving information to law en-
forcement agencies with a focus on pre-
venting future incidents. Suicide 
should similarly be tracked so we can 
implement more effective suicide pre-
vention programs, in turn saving more 
lives. 

S. 2746 requires the FBI Director to 
establish the Law Enforcement Officers 
Suicide Data Collection Program to 
collect data on law enforcement and 
former law enforcement suicides at the 
local, State, and Federal levels. Par-
ticipating law enforcement agencies 
will report suicide information to the 
FBI Director. The FBI Director will 
then submit a report to Congress and 
publish the report online to share this 
vital information on suicides and at-
tempted suicides in law enforcement. 

Madam Speaker, 2 weeks ago, we rec-
ognized National Law Enforcement 
Week. While we may be too late in tak-
ing up this legislation for Police Week, 
it is never too late to help the brave 
men and women who protect our com-
munities. I thank Representatives 
STEUBE, QUIGLEY, and DEAN, as well as 
Senators BLUNT, HAWLEY, CORTEZ 
MASTO, and COONS, for introducing this 
legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting S. 
2746, the Law Enforcement Suicide 
Data Collection Act, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, in this time of great 
national crisis, we are all even more 
dependent on our law enforcement per-
sonnel, on our first responders, on the 
heroes that we honored by the title of 
the bill we passed a couple of weeks 
ago, the HEROES Act. 

It is unfortunate, obviously, that the 
stress that some of these heroes under-
go, the stress that our police officers 
undergo, leads to a greater suicide 
rate. Especially in this time of crisis, 
we can expect that only to increase. It 
is imperative that we do whatever we 
can to safeguard the lives of those we 
depend on, to safeguard the lives of the 
heroes that we all need. 

Madam Speaker, it is unfortunate 
that we do not have a national data-
base with which to inform proper ac-
tions to help deal with this problem 
and save lives. That is why we are sup-
porting this bill today, to solve this 
problem, to eliminate this void, so that 
we can better inform ourselves, the 
country, all the different agencies in 
the country, and State, Federal, and 
local agencies as to what actions might 
be taken to mitigate this threat to the 
lives of those we depend on. 

Madam Speaker, I very much urge 
the passage of this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, I have no speakers at this 
time, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
QUIGLEY). 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for yielding me 
the time. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the Law Enforcement Suicide 
Data Collection Act, a Senate com-
panion to bipartisan legislation that I 
authored and introduced to address the 
mental health needs of law enforce-
ment officers across the country. 

Every day, our officers put their lives 
on the line to protect our communities. 
They work long shifts and respond to 
dangerous calls in order to keep crime 
off our streets and keep our citizens 
safe. This critical work does not come 
without a cost. Law enforcement offi-
cers often experience post-traumatic 
stress from their work environment. 

According to multiple studies, offi-
cers are more than twice as likely to 
die by suicide than in line-of-duty-re-
lated homicides or accidents. Suicide 
has become the number one cause of 
deaths for Federal, State, and local law 
enforcement officers around the coun-
try. In fact, in my hometown of Chi-
cago, the officer suicide rate is 60 per-
cent higher than the national average. 

Despite these sobering statistics, 
there is no Federal Government pro-
gram to track the number of officers 
who attempt suicide or lose their lives 
to suicide every year. My legislation 
creates a data collection program with-
in the FBI to track law enforcement 
suicides at the local, State, and Fed-
eral levels. 

By providing accurate and detailed 
information, this bill would help police 
departments implement more effective 
suicide prevention and post-prevention 
programs. These intervention programs 
will save lives. 

It is our turn to bring the brave men 
and women who fight for us the care 
they need and deserve. 

Madam Speaker, I am grateful to 
Chairman NADLER for his support of 
this important mission and for 
prioritizing this piece of legislation 
and bringing it to the House floor. I 
thank the committee staff and Hannah 
from my own staff for her extraor-
dinary work on this measure. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to support the Law Enforcement Sui-
cide Data Collection bill today. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, I am prepared to close, and I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on S. 2746, the 
Law Enforcement Suicide Data Collec-
tion Act, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, we appreciate the 
service of our law enforcement officers 
who face unique challenges and risks in 
protecting us every day. Today, we 
take an important step to recognize 
the psychological toll that serving in 
such an inherently dangerous job can 
take on law enforcement officers and 
work to combat the tragic epidemic of 
suicides among their ranks. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in supporting the Law En-
forcement Suicide Data Collection Act 
so that we may be better able to ad-
dress this crisis and save lives. 

Throughout our country, the vast 
majority of police officers execute 
their jobs with dignity, honor, and re-
spect for the citizens they serve and 
protect, but it would be remiss if I did 
not take note of the alarming and ap-
palling incidents involving individuals 
in law enforcement in the last few 
weeks. These include the death of 
Breonna Taylor in Kentucky and 
George Floyd in Minnesota, both at the 
hands of law enforcement officers, and 
the disturbing circumstances sur-
rounding the death of Ahmaud Arbery 
in Georgia. 

We must bring all those responsible 
to justice and work to improve ac-
countability between law enforcement 
officers and the communities they 
serve. 

While we appreciate all of our law en-
forcement officers, we can’t hide from 
America’s history of racism and its 
deadly consequences. We see it in the 
disproportionate rate of COVID deaths, 
in our country’s rates of mass incarcer-
ation, and, yes, in the treatment of Af-
rican Americans by a few of our police 
officers. 

The ugly truth is clear: Black Ameri-
cans often live under different rules. It 
is up to all of us to change them. 

Working with my colleagues on the 
Committee on the Judiciary and with 
Members of Congress from all across 
the country, I will continue to fight to 
do so. 
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But the bill before us today is a nec-

essary and worthy bill, recognizing the 
honorable and selfless service that the 
vast majority of our police officers pro-
vide, and trying to deal with the high 
suicide rates that the stresses of this 
job that they do to protect us cause. 

We should pass this bill so we can 
start getting a handle on this problem 
to preserve the lives of the vast major-
ity of our police officers who serve us 
honorably and without whom we would 
be adrift. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote for this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
member of the Law Enforcement Caucus and 
a senior member of the Committees on the 
Judiciary and Homeland Security, I rise in sup-
port of S. 2746, the ‘‘Law Enforcement Suicide 
Data Collection Act,’’ which requires the FBI to 
open a voluntary data collection program to 
track suicides and attempted suicides within 
local, tribal, state and federal law enforcement. 

Information collected and maintained by the 
FBI will not include any personally identifiable 
information. 

The legislation also directs the FBI Director 
to submit an annual report on the data to Con-
gress and publish the report on the FBI 
website. 

This program would serve as the principal 
data collection tool on suicides and attempted 
suicides within law enforcement across the 
country. 

It is altogether fitting and proper that we do 
this to commemorate National Police Week, 
which occurred earlier this month. 

Madam Speaker, this legislation reminds us 
of the enormous strain law enforcement per-
sonnel necessarily endure daily as they try to 
do their best to keep our communities safe 
and healthy. 

By providing accurate and detailed informa-
tion on these suicides and attempted suicides, 
more effective prevention programs could be 
implemented to save lives. 

I urge all members to Join me in voting for 
S. 2746, the Law Enforcement Suicide Data 
Collection Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
NADLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 2746. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER 
PANDEMIC RESPONSE ACT OF 2020 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6509) to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to provide public safety officer 
death and disability benefits for cer-
tain public safety officers who contract 
COVID–19, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6509 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Public Safe-
ty Officer Pandemic Response Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. DEATH AND DISABILITY BENEFITS FOR 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS IM-
PACTED BY COVID-19. 

Section 1201 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10281) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(o) For purposes of this part: 
‘‘(1) COVID–19 (or complications there-

from) shall be presumed to constitute a per-
sonal injury within the meaning of sub-
section (a), sustained in the line of duty by 
a public safety officer and directly and proxi-
mately resulting in death, in the case of a 
public safety officer who was diagnosed with, 
who received a positive test for, or for whom 
evidence indicated that the officer was in-
fected with, COVID–19, unless such officer 
was not on duty during the 45-day period 
prior to being diagnosed with or having posi-
tive test for COVID–19. 

‘‘(2) The Attorney General shall accept 
claims, including supplemental claims, 
under this section from an individual who— 

‘‘(A) was serving as a public safety officer 
and was injured or disabled in the line of 
duty as a result of the terrorist attacks on 
the United States that occurred on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, or in the aftermath of such 
attacks developed a condition described in 
section 3312(a) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm–22(a)); and 

‘‘(B) was diagnosed with COVID–19 during 
the period described in paragraph (3), which, 
in combination with the injury or disability 
described in subparagraph (A), permanently 
and totally disabled or directly and proxi-
mately resulted in the death of the indi-
vidual. 
In assessing a claim under this paragraph, 
the presumption of causation described in 
paragraph (1) shall apply. 

‘‘(3) The presumption described in para-
graph (1) and standard in subsection (p) shall 
apply with respect to a diagnosis of COVID– 
19 (or complications therefrom) beginning on 
January 20, 2020, and ending on January 20, 
2022. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘COVID–19’ means a disease 
caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2 (SARS–CoV–2). 

‘‘(p) In determining whether the personal 
injury under subsection (b) resulting from 
COVID-19 (or complications therefrom) was a 
catastrophic injury, the Attorney General’s 
inquiry shall apply the presumption in sub-
section (o) and be limited to whether the in-
dividual is permanently prevented from per-
forming any gainful work as a public safety 
officer.’’. 
SEC. 3. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ or this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. NADLER) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
RESCHENTHALER) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include any ex-
traneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 6509, the Public Safety Of-
ficer Pandemic Response Act. I intro-
duced this bill on April 14 in response 
to the escalating and deadly threat of 
the COVID–19 virus to our public safety 
officers, and I am pleased that the 
House is considering it today. 

H.R. 6509 expands the Public Safety 
Officers’ Benefits program, known as 
the PSOB program, to ensure that pub-
lic safety officers who contract COVID– 
19 in the line of duty are eligible for 
benefits under the program should they 
become disabled or should they die 
from the virus. 

Madam Speaker, this bill would ac-
complish three critical objectives. 

First, it establishes that a diagnosis, 
a positive test, or evidence of COVID–19 
infection shall be presumed to con-
stitute a personal injury in the line of 
duty for the purposes of eligibility for 
the PSOB program, unless the officer 
was not on duty in the relevant time 
period. 

Second, it ensures that officers who 
were injured or disabled in the line of 
duty in relation to the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and whose injuries in 
combination with a COVID–19 illness 
rendered them disabled or caused their 
death will receive benefits under the 
PSOB program. 

b 2030 
And, third, it establishes that the 

COVID–19-related disability standard is 
based on whether a PSOB claimant is 
permanently prevented from per-
forming any gainful work as a public 
safety officer on account of a COVID–19 
diagnosis. 

Because of the demands placed on 
public safety officers during this crisis, 
it is important that Congress enact all 
of these elements. 

In seeking to protect and serve their 
communities in their various roles, 
public safety officers willingly under-
take risks of harm on a daily basis. Be-
cause of this, we have established the 
PSOB program to provide disability 
and death benefits for them when they 
are disabled or die due to line-of-duty 
injuries. 

During the current crisis of COVID– 
19 contagion, the risks to public safety 
officers go well beyond the dangers 
first responders ordinarily experience. 
Police officers, firefighters, and EMTs 
are often the first responders that 
those with COVID–19 encounter. 

Current estimates are that nearly 40 
percent of COVID–19 carriers are 
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