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NEWHOUSE, and my colleagues from 
across the aisle for working in good 
faith in search of a solution to a long-
standing issue in our agricultural com-
munity. 

Workforce shortages are crippling 
our most important industries. In the 
Sixth District of Minnesota, agri-
culture and manufacturing have suf-
fered the most. Farmers need assur-
ances they will be able to maintain 
their farm over the long term and that 
includes having a reliable workforce. 

Unfortunately, H.R. 5038 fell short of 
addressing key changes to our tem-
porary worker visa programs. 

While we have more work to do, I ap-
preciate my colleagues’ efforts to find 
solutions to the challenges. 

f 

HAVE A FAIR TRIAL IN THE 
SENATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise because I love my coun-
try. 

I rise today with my mnemonic notes 
in hand to discuss impeachment. As we 
all know, there is an expectation of a 
trial in the Senate. The people of the 
United States of America expect a fair 
trial, not a fake trial. 

Well, what is a fake trial? A fake 
trial exists when you have the equiva-
lent of the foreperson of the jury indi-
cating that he is coordinating efforts 
and working with the person who is ac-
cused; that is the President. The ma-
jority leader is indicating that he is 
working with the President, and he is a 
part of the jury. That is a fake trial. 

You have a fake trial when you don’t 
allow material, relevant witnesses to 
come forth and give their testimony. It 
is undisputed. 

It is agreed to by most persons with 
some understanding of what is going 
on, that Mr. John Bolton, the National 
Security Advisor, former, is a material 
witness and should be heard. He has 
not been heard and has indicated that 
he will testify if subpoenaed. Mr. 
Bolton ought to be subpoenaed and he 
ought to be heard so that we can have 
a fair trial; not a fake trial. 

It won’t be a trial. Here is what it 
will be: It will be a briefing. If you sim-
ply call the Members to order, Mr. Ma-
jority Leader, and if you simply read 
what has been presented to you from 
the House, that is nothing more than a 
briefing. 

And if the end result is something 
other than the President being con-
victed, all you have done is postpone 
justice. That is it. You are just post-
poning justice, but you also have done 
one additional thing. You will have 
said to the people of this country that 
the balance of power that you are there 
to protect is something that you would 
neglect. 

The balance of power is something 
that we must have if we are not to have 
a monarchy. If we are to maintain de-

mocracy, there has to be a balance of 
power. The House of Representatives 
has to have the opportunity to inves-
tigate. The President blocked wit-
nesses, blocked evidence that is of an-
other nature—written evidence, if you 
will. 

He has blocked evidence and wit-
nesses, and witnesses are evidence, and 
we and the Members of the House have 
impeached him—and he will be im-
peached forever, by the way. We have 
impeached him for impeding a congres-
sional investigation. 

In so doing, we expect the Senate to 
at least protect the balance of power. 
That is what the House is here for. We 
are the sword of Damocles when it 
comes to the President. We are there, 
hanging there to let him know that he 
can be punished in the Senate by virtue 
of the House having impeached—pun-
ished in the sense that he will be re-
moved from office, not in the sense 
that he would ever go to jail. 

Finally this, on the question of war 
or peace: Mr. President, I believe Iran 
has given you an off-ramp. I think you 
ought to take the off-ramp that is 
going to lead to deescalation because it 
also leads to the road of peace. 

I am a person who believes in peace. 
Choose peace. Choose the off-ramp that 
has been given to you and give us an 
opportunity to move forward with the 
work of the country. You will still be 
impeached, however. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 

f 

SUPPORT LIFESAVING AGENT 
ORANGE BILLS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to bring attention to the 
thousands of Vietnam war veterans 
who served our country but are unable 
to receive the VA benefits they earned 
and were promised. 

When Mr. Bill Rhodes from Mena, Ar-
kansas, first reached out to my office 
several years ago, his case seemed sim-
ple. He just needed our assistance in 
filing a benefits claim with the VA. 
But we soon learned he wasn’t eligible 
because the VA didn’t extend the pre-
sumption of Agent Orange exposure to 
veterans who served in Thailand during 
the Vietnam war. 

Mr. Rhodes isn’t a unique case. There 
are thousands of other veterans across 
the country who put their lives on the 
line during the Vietnam war. They 
made it home safely, only to learn 
years later that exposure to Agent Or-
ange was making them sick. 

Military personnel involved with the 
storage and transportation of Agent 
Orange suffered the worst rates of ex-
posure. The average concentration of 
the toxic chemical was 13 times the 
recommended rate for domestic use. 

Despite constant reassurance that it 
was safe and harmless to handle during 
the war, veterans began reporting 
symptoms of lymphoma, leukemia, res-
piratory cancer, prostate cancer, diabe-
tes, digestive disorders, and other dis-
eases. 

Thanks to the passage of the Blue 
Water Navy Act last year, we are fi-
nally seeing progress as of January 1. 
Veterans who served off the coast of 
Vietnam are finally able to receive 
benefits for their exposure. 

This bill also included language I in-
troduced that extends benefits to chil-
dren born with spina bifida as a result 
of their parent’s exposure to toxic her-
bicides. 

The Blue Water Navy Act is a big win 
for many veterans, but our work is not 
finished. 

Mr. Horace Wynn, another Vietnam 
veteran in our district, reached out 
this past year regarding his diagnosis 
and its relation to Agent Orange. 

Mr. Wynn’s advocacy is why I intro-
duced the bipartisan Keeping Our 
Promises Act, which would make an 
additional nine medical conditions eli-
gible for benefits that stem from Agent 
Orange exposure. 

I also reintroduced a bill from the 
115th Congress, H.R. 2201, that would 
allow Vietnam-era veterans who served 
in Thailand to apply for benefits based 
on exposure to Agent Orange. This bill 
is a direct result of my conversations 
with Mr. Rhodes, and Arkansas Sen-
ator JOHN BOOZMAN has introduced the 
same legislation in the Senate. 

Veteran organizations across the 
country are mailing letters of support 
in orange envelopes to their elected 
Representatives, urging them to sup-
port these lifesaving bills. The least we 
can do is listen. But we should do 
more. We must pass these bills for our 
Nation’s veterans. They deserve it. 

Our men and women in uniform put 
their lives on the line to serve their 
country. In return, we promised that 
we would provide assistance for their 
medical bills and benefits. It is past 
time we keep those promises. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in 
both the House and the Senate to join 
me in getting these bills passed and 
signed into law. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to talk about the impending impacts of 
climate change on our planet and the 
unquestionable impact that all of us 
are aware of. 

Over the world, we see prolonged 
droughts fueling disastrous fires. Over 
the last 6 months we have watched hor-
rific bushfires in Australia with tre-
mendous losses. People have died, half 
a billion animals have been lost, and 
millions of acres of land have been 
swallowed up by flames. 

As a lifelong resident of California, I 
have witnessed similar devastation in 
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our own communities as a result of cli-
mate change. The past 2 years alone 
were the two worst fire seasons on 
record. Climate change has, no doubt, 
heightened the impact of these fires 
which is why we are witnessing these 
horrific impacts, and they are so dif-
ficult to manage. 

Climate change is happening now and 
we must do more. For starters, we 
must continue to make significant ef-
forts to reduce our carbon footprint. 
We must continue to invest in clean air 
and affordable transportation made 
more readily available to all of our 
communities throughout the country. 

Last year, the House took strong 
steps to protect our planet in the fu-
ture by passing H.R. 9, the Climate Ac-
tion Now Act. H.R. 9 confronts the cli-
mate crisis by keeping us in the Paris 
Agreement, and demanding a plan of 
action from the administration to par-
ticipate in a meaningful fashion. But 
that bill, along with hundreds of oth-
ers, are currently sitting on Senator 
MCCONNELL’s desk collecting dust, 
sadly. 

These current events have made it 
clear that we have an imperative need 
to act on this climate crisis. And while 
we wait for the Senate to act, I am 
doing all that I can to make a dif-
ference in California as it relates to 
our air quality, transportation, and our 
water needs that are impacted. 

As a member of the State legislature, 
years ago, I created the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Pollution Control District 
to help monitor and reduce pollution in 
the valley and improve our air quality, 
and we have made progress. 

I am also the cosponsor and helped to 
introduce the Clean Corridors Act and 
the Clean School Bus Act that also re-
duced greenhouse gases. 

We have also helped kick-start Cali-
fornia’s High-Speed Rail project which 
will get millions of drivers out of their 
cars and into cleaner, more accessible 
transportation, along with our inner- 
city transportation, our intermodal 
concept to use all of the modes of 
transportation more effectively for 
cleaner air quality. 

I am also working on water legisla-
tion that will help improve conserva-
tion and work toward a sustainable 
water supply for our farmers and clean-
er water for our communities through-
out California. 

California’s broken water system is 
not suited to deal with the increased 
volatility caused by climate change. 

For those of you who are unaware, 
California gets most of its water, its 
moisture, between November and 
March. The rains are important. They 
are critical, and the snow in the moun-
tains are Mother Nature’s icebox. 

With climate change, we see the 
droughts have become longer and more 
intense, and the storms that we rely on 
for the snowpack are fewer and are at 
a higher elevation, which means this 
incredible water system that we have 
created over the last 100 years has to 
adapt to those changes. 

Food is a national security issue, not 
only in California, but in America and 
throughout the world. Without a reli-
able supply of water, we cannot grow 
food, not only for our Nation but for 
the planet, and so this is a critical 
issue. 

We need to understand that for 7 bil-
lion people on the planet in the last 2 
years—suggested to increase to 9 bil-
lion by the middle of this century—the 
ability to provide a sustainable water 
supply for the entire world and for us 
to grow food to feed our people in this 
country is absolutely critical. 

Therefore, we have a moral responsi-
bility to be good stewards of this plan-
et that we call home for ourselves and 
for the future generations to come. 

As we begin the new year, let’s work 
together now to find bipartisan, com-
monsense solutions to help us pass 
along a better planet for future genera-
tions to come. This, among all of the 
other difficult issues we face, I believe, 
is the primary challenge of the 21st 
century. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF RURAL HEALTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss the 
importance of rural health and what it 
means to the nearly 60 million Ameri-
cans who call rural America home. 

No matter where you live, access to 
quality healthcare should not be con-
sidered a luxury. Recently, a local hos-
pital in my district was recognized as a 
healthcare leader in rural America. 
The University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, Northwest campus in Venango 
County was one of 18 rural hospitals in 
the Nation to receive an award for ex-
cellence and patient safety and quality 
in 2019. 

The accolade is given annually by 
The Leapfrog Group serving more than 
2,100 hospitals to find the Nation’s best 
in healthcare safety and quality. 

Hospitals like UPMC Northwest are 
just one piece of the puzzle when it 
comes to building a network of reliable 
care in rural America. 

In many cases, rural residents can 
still live very far away from the closest 
hospital, which makes getting quality 
care even more difficult. 

Telehealth can help reduce barriers 
to health services for all residents, par-
ticularly the elderly, and those with 
limited mobility. The Northwest cam-
pus of UPMC has been a leader in tele-
health and telemedicine. 

Telehealth options are becoming in-
creasingly available in not only rural 
communities, but across the country. 
Ninety percent of healthcare execu-
tives say their organizations are devel-
oping or already offer telehealth serv-
ices, and in 2018, approximately 7 mil-
lion individuals took advantage of a 
telehealth consultation. 

b 1030 

Telehealth services are a great tool 
for those who may live far away from a 
hospital, but it also takes much of the 
hassle out of scheduling an appoint-
ment and makes routine care much 
more efficient. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been proud to as-
sist in leading the advancement of tele-
health and telemedicine legislatively 
in this body, including the STEP Act, 
which greatly expanded access to tele-
medicine to our Active Duty military, 
Reserve, and Guard. That was signed 
by President Obama in the VETS Act, 
which did the same thing for our Amer-
ican veterans under the VA MISSION 
Act signed by President Trump. 

As we continue to explore ways to in-
crease access, affordability, quality, 
and basic choice, telehealth or tele-
medicine must be a part of that con-
versation. 

f 

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘All is 
well!’’ ‘‘So far, so good!’’ 

This is the latest sequel in Trump’s 
government-by-tweets, that couldn’t be 
further from reality. Hopefully, we 
pray that no American lives were lost 
last night. But every American is less 
safe today than before Trump’s assas-
sination of a major foreign leader. He 
has taken us to the brink of war, and, 
hopefully, he will use the opportunity 
of a restrained counterattack not to es-
calate further but to seek an off-ramp 
to deescalate the crisis that could en-
danger the world. 

Attack begetting attack, and hate 
begetting hate—in that direction lies 
the abyss. The only justification that 
he can offer for ignoring President 
Ronald Reagan’s Executive Order 
against assassination of foreign leaders 
is that of an imminent attack, that we 
need to get them before they get us. He 
has failed to offer any such evidence of 
an imminent attack to justify this rash 
assassination that previous adminis-
trations, Republican and Democrat, 
and the Israelis who had the capacity 
to do this, recognized posed more dan-
ger than good. 

‘‘Overreliance on our packing the 
biggest gun and having the fastest 
draw as in some old John Wayne west-
ern movie does not truly make us 
safer. This is not a formula for the 
safety of our families. It is a formula 
for international anarchy. A quick 
draw may eliminate the occasional vil-
lain, but it comes at the cost of desta-
bilizing the world, disrupting the hope 
of international law and order, and, ul-
timately, it will make even Austin a 
very unsafe place in which to live.’’ 

Those were the precise words I used 
in challenging the horrendous Bush- 
Cheney invasion of Iraq, and they 
apply even more today to the war with 
Iran, a country that is about four times 
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