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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. KiMm).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March b5, 2020.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANDY KiIM

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Kevin F. O’Brien, S.J.,
Santa Clara University, Santa Clara,
California, offered the following pray-
er:

Loving God, creator of all, we thank
You for the gift of another day, to live
and to learn, to love and to serve.

As our Nation faces the impact of the
coronavirus, we pray for the health of
our people. Bless and inspire our med-
ical professionals, our public health of-
ficials, and researchers in their fight
against the virus. We pray for those
who have died and those who are sick.

Bless the people of this House, those
elected and those who support their
work. Give them Your discerning wis-
dom as they go about their labors.
Bless them with courage and deter-
mination to do the hard work of jus-
tice-building and peacemaking. Gift
them with a spirit of solidarity and un-
derstanding to collaborate across dif-
ferences to serve the common good.
And help them to always listen to the
most vulnerable and voiceless in our
land.

May every prayer and work of ours
today begin from You, dear Lord, and
through You be happily ended.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. STANTON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. STANTON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING REVEREND KEVIN F.
O’BRIEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LOFGREN) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
great honor to note that Father Kevin
O’Brien of the Society of Jesus was our
guest this morning to deliver this
morning’s opening prayer for this
House.

Father O’Brien joined our Silicon
Valley community 4 years ago, and
just last year he was named president
of Santa Clara University. As an alum
of Santa Clara University Law School
myself, I am glad to see Father O’Brien
focusing his presidency on college af-
fordability and access, as well as fos-
tering a culture of respect on campus.

Now a religious leader in Silicon Val-
ley, Father O’Brien speaks of how dis-
ruption can lift people up instead of di-
viding people. Father O’Brien is dedi-
cated to serving something larger than
himself, which is a trait we deeply ad-
mire and value as Americans.

I am personally grateful to him for
the leadership he has shown to stand-
ing up for Dreamers and those who are
vulnerable in our community and
across America.

It is my pleasure to welcome Father
O’Brien to our Nation’s Capital today
and to thank him for his service to our
community, our country, and to the
University of Santa Clara.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five further
requests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

————

URGING THE SENATE TO ACT

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, over 275 bipartisan bills are
piled up on MITCH MCCONNELL’s desk
because he refuses to bring them to the
Senate floor for a vote.

Three of those bills are my bills, each
of which passed the House with over 400
votes from Democrats and Republicans
alike.

H.R. 95, the Homeless Veterans Fami-
lies Act, will keep veterans and their
families together and off the streets in
safe and adequate housing.

H.R. 840, the Veterans’ Access to
Child Care Act, will ensure veterans
have access to childcare to attend crit-
ical medical appointments.

And H.R. 3224, the Deborah Sampson
Act, aims to address the inequities and
barriers that women veterans face
when accessing VA care and benefits.

I urge Majority Leader MCCONNELL
to allow the Senate to vote so our vet-
erans will have the support and care
they have earned and deserve.
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RECOGNIZING A WINNING WEEK-
END IN SOUTH CAROLINA BAS-
KETBALL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this was a winning weekend
for basketball in South Carolina.

On Saturday, both the boys and girls
Cardinal Newman High School basket-
ball teams won their State titles, and
this past Sunday, the University of
South Carolina women’s basketball
team won the Southeastern Conference
Championship. Both Cardinal Newman
teams fought until the end to accom-
plish these impressive wins.

Congratulations to girls’ coach Molly
Moore and boys coach Philip Deter on
their successful leadership. The Car-
dinal Newman girls won over North-
wood, and the boys won against Trin-
ity-Byrnes.

Congratulations to the University of
South Carolina Women’s Basketball
Head Coach of the Year, Dawn Staley,
on leading number one South Carolina
to its program-record 23rd straight
win. USC women have a perfect record
of 16-0 in the Southeastern Conference
this season.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Mark Levin is correct. Senator SCHU-
MER should be reprimanded for threat-
ening bodily harm to Supreme Court
Justices.

———

CONGRESS MUST LIFT UP LOCAL
HEALTH OFFICIALS

(Mr. STANTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the House fulfilled a critical duty.
We passed an emergency funding bill to
address the coronavirus to make sure
that we give public health officials
across America the tools to help keep
Americans healthy.

My State, Arizona, had the fifth con-
firmed case of COVID-19 and recently
has another presumptive positive case.

Since the first U.S. case was identi-
fied, State and local public health offi-
cials have had to carry the heavy bur-
den of responding to this outbreak and
preventing it from getting worse.

Our local communities should not
take this on alone. The spread of the
deadly coronavirus demands a coordi-
nated, comprehensive, government-
wide response. In our emergency fund-
ing package, we specifically allocated
almost $1 billion to go directly to State
and local communities

In Arizona, our public health officials
and our Governor have indicated a need
for upwards of $13 million to effectively
meet the demand that the coronavirus
outbreak merits. It is time we get our
State and local agencies the support
they need.
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Congress must always do all that we
can to lift up our local health officials,
and our funding bill does exactly that.

——

CONGRESS MUST HONOR THEIR
COMMITMENT TO VETERANS

(Mr. COX of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in honor of Brain Injury
Awareness Month.

Since 2014, over 470,000 veterans have
been diagnosed with a TBI, a traumatic
brain injury.

Last year, through appropriations, I
submitted an amendment requesting a
$10 million increase to the Defense
Health Program to fund research for
all servicepersons returning home with
a TBI. I am happy to report this
amendment was passed into law.

In February of this year, the GAO re-
leased a report entitled ‘“Veterans’ Use
of Long-Term Care is Increasing, and
VA Faces Challenges in Meeting the
Demand.”

The brave people who serve this
country should never find difficulty in
locating a facility or a program that
fits their needs.

This year, I ask my colleagues to
support my request for further invest-
ment into research so the VA can de-
velop TBI long-term care programs, SO
we can honor our commitment to those
who have sacrificed so much for our
country.

———————

HONORING THE WOMEN OF THE
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the women of the
United States House of Representatives
for Women’s History Month.

This Women’s History Month marks
the 100th year of women’s suffrage in
the United States.

While the first Congresswoman
joined the House in 1917, the first
woman of color didn’t join our Cham-
ber until Hawaii sent Patsy Mink to
Washington in 1965. And the first Afri-
can American Congresswoman didn’t
arrive until the unbossed and unbought
Shirley Chisholm joined us in 1969.

Our colleague, NANCY PELOSI, became
the first and only woman Speaker of
the House in 2007.

In 2014, I will never forget, I was hon-
ored to be elected by the people of
North Carolina’s 12th District to serve
as the 100th woman in the 113th Con-
gress.

In 2018, a record 127 women were
elected to Congress, with over 100
women in the House alone.

However, there is still work to be
done. 127 out of 535 is just 24 percent,
and that is not what our country looks
like.
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We need more women Members be-
cause, despite the fact that women
have had the vote for 100 years, we still
don’t have equal justice under the law.

To this day, we are still paid less for
our work, face workplace harassment,
and are discriminated against simply
because of being who we are. Women
work full time, year-round still only
making 82 cents on the dollar for the
earnings men make.

Fighting against these disparities
and ensuring our Federal Government
and policies are reflective of the whole
country is why having women in Con-
gress is so important.

So, as we honor women’s history,
let’s remember that all of us have not
only the ability, but also the obliga-
tion to make history.

————

RECOGNIZING BARRIO STATION’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Barrio Station in rec-
ognition of the 50th anniversary of
their creation.

Barrio Station is a community-based
organization in the Barrio Logan com-
munity of San Diego, California. It was
established in 1970 by Ms. Rachael
Ortiz to provide underserved youths
and their families with resources that
they need to succeed.

This organization has continuously
provided youth with access to indi-
vidual counseling, referrals to voca-
tional and higher education, and expo-
sure to scholarships.

Barrio Station has worked toward re-
vitalizing the community by pushing
for the development of low-income
housing and opportunities there.

Families and senior citizens are as-
sisted with completing forms which
give them access to the benefits that
they have earned.

For over 50 years, Barrio Station has
provided resources to approximately
3,600 youths, families, and seniors
every year.

I thank Barrio Station and, espe-
cially, Director Rachael Ortiz, for their
exceptional dedication to the youth
and families of the 5lst Congressional
District and all of California.

————

RIGHTS FOR TRANSPORTATION
SECURITY OFFICERS ACT OF 2020

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 877 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1140.

Will the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. BROWN) kindly take the chair.

0O 0915
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
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