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judges, innovative farmers, famous per-
formance artists, and even U.S. Presi-
dents. 

This week, we celebrate the impor-
tant success of FFA and look forward 
to what FFA leaders have in store for 
the future of rural America. 

f 

VIRGIN ISLANDS WELCOME U.S. 
HOUSE COMMITTEES ON THEIR 
VISIT 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, 
this is a time of unprecedented oppor-
tunity to rebuild our highways and 
roads as well as harden our utilities 
and infrastructure. 

I was delighted to welcome Chairmen 
PETERSON and DEFAZIO, along with 
members of the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee and the 
Agriculture Committee to the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands. 

Members were able to meet with 
FEMA officials to discuss the terri-
tory’s disaster recovery progress and 
objectives regarding housing, power, 
education, and project obligations and 
formulation. 

The delegations toured the hospital, 
the Arthur Richards School, Alexander 
Henderson School, as well as the STEP 
home. 

Members of the Agriculture Com-
mittee, with local farmers, officials, 
and USDA representatives, discussed 
challenges and opportunities for agri-
culture in the Virgin Islands. They also 
visited the U.S. Virgin Islands Agri-
culture Fair, which is the largest in 
the Caribbean. They saw firsthand the 
diversity of agriculture in the Virgin 
Islands and the resourcefulness of 
farmers to supply the growing demand 
for local and regional products. 

Madam Speaker, I am grateful to the 
committee members for coming. I am 
looking forward to working with them. 
My staff and I are committed to con-
tinuing to work with Chairmen DEFA-
ZIO and PETERSON to ensure that the 
future of local farmers, highways, and 
infrastructure are guaranteed all the 
resources needed. 

f 

REFLECTING ON THE LIFE OF JO 
ALLISON SMITH 

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to reflect on the life of Jo Alli-
son Smith, a dear friend to many and 
lifelong North Carolinian who passed 
away Saturday, February 15. 

Jo was the devoted wife to Eddie 
Smith, Jr., for over 57 years, as well as 
a loving mother to their son, Chris. 

Beyond family, Jo was passionate 
about her faith and served as an active 
member of St. James United Methodist 
Church in Greenville, North Carolina. 

She will no doubt be remembered for 
her extraordinary voice, which graced 
the music program for years. 

She was also a strong supporter of 
women in need. She helped found and 
lead Women for Women’s Power of the 
Purse and served on the board of many 
other local charities. 

Jo was a passionate supporter of the 
UNC Tar Heels, where she served on 
the Board of Visitors for the UNC Com-
prehensive Cancer Center and graced 
UNC football fans with a wonderful 
rendition of our national anthem. 

Our State was blessed by Jo’s pres-
ence, and our family was blessed to call 
her friend. Please join me in giving 
thanks for Jo’s life and praying for the 
entire Smith family during this time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 55TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SELMA MARCH 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, as 
we know, March 7 marks the 55th anni-
versary of the 1965 Selma march, where 
courageous men and women crossed the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge from Selma, 
Alabama, to Montgomery to peacefully 
fight for the right for Black Americans 
to register to vote. 

I rise today to honor those who 
marched and to spotlight and highlight 
the Sisters of St. Joseph in my home 
district of Rochester, New York. The 
Sisters of St. Joseph came to Alabama 
from New York and played an integral 
role in running the Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Selma, Alabama. 

The 600 peaceful marchers that day 
were met with tear gas and clubs, and 
the Good Samaritan Hospital was the 
only facility within nine counties that 
would serve Black citizens. Despite 
having just emergency room beds, the 
sisters diligently cared for the huge on-
slaught of people who had been at-
tacked and beaten in their pursuit of 
equality. 

Some of the nuns present reside in 
Rochester today, and I could not be 
prouder to call them my constituents. 
Let us celebrate them as courageous 
leaders and honor them by committing 
to continue their fight for justice and 
equality. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
WEEK 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, this 
week is Public Schools Week, and I rise 
today to recognize our public schools 
in Kentucky for the critical work they 
do to educate Kentucky’s students. 

Public schools are essential to the 
growth and development of future gen-
erations. They are the backbone of our 
communities and responsible for edu-
cating our young people and providing 

them with a stable and secure learning 
environment. 

The learning opportunities provided 
by our schools are also critical to pre-
paring a workforce capable of taking 
on the challenges of the 21st century 
economy. 

I am very proud of the public schools 
which make up the First Congressional 
District. As a product of the public 
school system myself, I know how hard 
our teachers and staff work to prepare 
our students for success. 

Madam Speaker, we thank our edu-
cators for their service, and I look for-
ward to advocating for the needs of our 
public schools moving forward. 

f 

TRUMP POLICIES SUCCEED 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I am grateful that the 
Democratic Presidential debate was 
last night in my birthplace, the holy 
city of Charleston, where they would 
see firsthand the successes of the eco-
nomic policies of Donald Trump cre-
ating jobs. 

When President Trump visits North 
Charleston Friday, the facts are clear. 
The Post and Courier, on February 7, 
by David Wren, reported ‘‘SC Extends 
Global Reach.’’ 

‘‘By air and sea, South Carolina 
boosted the dollar amount of goods ex-
ported to foreign countries to a record 
of $41.5 billion in 2019—nearly 20 per-
cent better than the previous year, de-
spite the threat of tariffs. 

‘‘Dreamliner jets built at Boeing 
Co.’s North Charleston plant and vehi-
cles manufactured by BMW in the Up-
state and Volvo cars in the 
Lowcountry combined for more than 
half of the total, or roughly $24.4 bil-
lion . . . . ‘’ 

‘‘The dollar amount of outbound 
goods has swelled by 68 percent since 
2011, and South Carolina now accounts 
for 35 percent of all U.S. tire exports 
and 16 percent of all U.S. vehicle ex-
ports.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Best wishes to Zach Caldwell on his 
visit to Washington. 

f 

HONORING MS. RACHEL O’KELLEY 
(Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Rachel O’Kelley, the chair 
of the science department and a biol-
ogy teacher at John A. Holmes High 
School in Edenton, North Carolina. 
Earlier this month, she was awarded 
the prestigious Milken Educator 
Award. This national honor is given to 
teachers who display distinguished 
service and commitment to their com-
munities. 
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Rachel O’Kelley is 1 of only 40 teach-

ers around the country to receive this 
award and the sole honoree for North 
Carolina. Each and every day, she goes 
above and beyond the status quo to 
challenge and engage her students 
through thoughtful, creative, and de-
manding activities. 

As we strive to entice students to fol-
low the STEM course of study, it is 
wonderful to have bright and driven 
teachers like Rachel who inspire stu-
dents to fulfill their potential and form 
the minds of future generations. 

It is my pleasure to honor Ms. 
O’Kelley here on the House floor for 
her continued devotion to eastern 
North Carolina’s next generation of 
leaders. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF NORMA COMNICK 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the life and leg-
acy of Norma Comnick of Anderson, 
California, a friend of mine I have 
known many years in the political 
scene. She was born in Texas, and she 
made some fine Texas chili for me, too. 

Norma moved to Anderson in the 
mid-eighties and was first elected to 
the city council in 1996, where she 
served for 21 years and five terms as 
mayor. She loved civic duty in her 
hometown. She was a fierce advocate 
for veterans and seniors, as well as 
bringing housing opportunities to the 
area. 

Her passion for her city extended 
well beyond her service on the city 
council. She dedicated much of her 
time to the Anderson Rotary, where 
she was inducted as one of the first two 
female members of that club, as well as 
a group called Anderson Explodes, 
which raises funds for Anderson’s an-
nual Fourth of July celebration, which 
they hold on the third, a massive fire-
works display for the 12,000 people who 
attend. 

She was a small business owner, hav-
ing an insurance agency in Anderson 
until retiring from that in 2004. 

I had the opportunity to attend her 
memorial service just a few days ago. 
It was beautiful. It was moving. Her 
great friends were there. 

Indeed, she was always, to the last, 
when I visited not too long ago, con-
cerned about how her citizens were 
doing in her area. Indeed, she has a 
great legacy and will be missed. She 
was a blessing. 

f 

b 1215 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 

on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

EMMETT TILL ANTILYNCHING ACT 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 35) to amend section 249 of 
title 18, United States Code, to specify 
lynching as a hate crime act, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 35 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Emmett Till 
Antilynching Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The crime of lynching succeeded slav-

ery as the ultimate expression of racism in 
the United States following Reconstruction. 

(2) Lynching was a widely acknowledged 
practice in the United States until the mid-
dle of the 20th century. 

(3) Lynching was a crime that occurred 
throughout the United States, with docu-
mented incidents in all but 4 States. 

(4) At least 4,742 people, predominantly Af-
rican Americans, were reported lynched in 
the United States between 1882 and 1968. 

(5) Ninety-nine percent of all perpetrators 
of lynching escaped from punishment by 
State or local officials. 

(6) Lynching prompted African Americans 
to form the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘NAACP’’) and prompted 
members of B’nai B’rith to found the Anti- 
Defamation League. 

(7) Mr. Walter White, as a member of the 
NAACP and later as the executive secretary 
of the NAACP from 1931 to 1955, meticulously 
investigated lynchings in the United States 
and worked tirelessly to end segregation and 
racialized terror. 

(8) Nearly 200 anti-lynching bills were in-
troduced in Congress during the first half of 
the 20th century. 

(9) Between 1890 and 1952, 7 Presidents peti-
tioned Congress to end lynching. 

(10) Between 1920 and 1940, the House of 
Representatives passed 3 strong anti-lynch-
ing measures. 

(11) Protection against lynching was the 
minimum and most basic of Federal respon-
sibilities, and the Senate considered but 
failed to enact anti-lynching legislation de-
spite repeated requests by civil rights 
groups, Presidents, and the House of Rep-
resentatives to do so. 

(12) The publication of ‘‘Without Sanc-
tuary: Lynching Photography in America’’ 
helped bring greater awareness and proper 
recognition of the victims of lynching. 

(13) Only by coming to terms with history 
can the United States effectively champion 
human rights abroad. 

(14) An apology offered in the spirit of true 
repentance moves the United States toward 
reconciliation and may become central to a 
new understanding, on which improved ra-
cial relations can be forged. 

(15) Having concluded that a reckoning 
with our own history is the only way the 
country can effectively champion human 
rights abroad, 90 Members of the United 
States Senate agreed to Senate Resolution 

39, 109th Congress, on June 13, 2005, to apolo-
gize to the victims of lynching and the de-
scendants of those victims for the failure of 
the Senate to enact anti-lynching legisla-
tion. 

(16) The National Memorial for Peace and 
Justice, which opened to the public in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, on April 26, 2018, is the 
Nation’s first memorial dedicated to the leg-
acy of enslaved Black people, people terror-
ized by lynching, African Americans humili-
ated by racial segregation and Jim Crow, and 
people of color burdened with contemporary 
presumptions of guilt and police violence. 

(17) Notwithstanding the Senate’s apology 
and the heightened awareness and education 
about the Nation’s legacy with lynching, it 
is wholly necessary and appropriate for the 
Congress to enact legislation, after 100 years 
of unsuccessful legislative efforts, finally to 
make lynching a Federal crime. 

(18) Further, it is the sense of Congress 
that criminal action by a group increases the 
likelihood that the criminal object of that 
group will be successfully attained and de-
creases the probability that the individuals 
involved will depart from their path of crim-
inality. Therefore, it is appropriate to speci-
fy criminal penalties for the crime of lynch-
ing, or any attempt or conspiracy to commit 
lynching. 

(19) The United States Senate agreed to 
unanimously Senate Resolution 118, 115th 
Congress, on April 5, 2017, ‘‘[c]ondemning 
hate crime and any other form of racism, re-
ligious or ethnic bias, discrimination, incite-
ment to violence, or animus targeting a mi-
nority in the United States’’ and taking no-
tice specifically of Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation statistics demonstrating that 
‘‘among single-bias hate crime incidents in 
the United States, 59.2 percent of victims 
were targeted due to racial, ethnic, or ances-
tral bias, and among those victims, 52.2 per-
cent were victims of crimes motivated by 
the offenders’ anti-Black or anti-African 
American bias’’. 

(20) On September 14, 2017, President Don-
ald J. Trump signed into law Senate Joint 
Resolution 49 (Public Law 115–58; 131 Stat. 
1149), wherein Congress ‘‘condemn[ed] the 
racist violence and domestic terrorist attack 
that took place between August 11 and Au-
gust 12, 2017, in Charlottesville, Virginia’’ 
and ‘‘urg[ed] the President and his adminis-
tration to speak out against hate groups 
that espouse racism, extremism, xenophobia, 
anti-Semitism, and White supremacy; and 
use all resources available to the President 
and the President’s Cabinet to address the 
growing prevalence of those hate groups in 
the United States’’. 

(21) Senate Joint Resolution 49 (Public 
Law 115–58; 131 Stat. 1149) specifically took 
notice of ‘‘hundreds of torch-bearing White 
nationalists, White supremacists, Klansmen, 
and neo-Nazis [who] chanted racist, anti-Se-
mitic, and anti-immigrant slogans and vio-
lently engaged with counter-demonstrators 
on and around the grounds of the University 
of Virginia in Charlottesville’’ and that 
these groups ‘‘reportedly are organizing 
similar events in other cities in the United 
States and communities everywhere are con-
cerned about the growing and open display of 
hate and violence being perpetrated by those 
groups’’. 

(22) Lynching was a pernicious and perva-
sive tool that was used to interfere with 
multiple aspects of life—including the exer-
cise of Federally protected rights, as enu-
merated in section 245 of title 18, United 
States Code, housing rights, as enumerated 
in section 901 of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3631), and the free exercise of reli-
gion, as enumerated in section 247 of title 18, 
United States Code. Interference with these 
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