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type of vengeance or political persua-
sion affect you.

I know in east Texas, we have assist-
ant U.S. attorneys who vote Democrat.
But when it comes to enforcing the
law, they enforce the law. They don’t
care what party you are. And it is so
tragic, right here in our Nation’s Cap-
ital, our own Justice Department, in
our own D.C. U.S. Attorney’s Office,
you have people who are not nearly as
just and fair as you find all over the
country in most U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fices.

Another issue of the local D.C. U.S.
Attorney’s Office was a guy named
James Wolfe. He was indicted by a Fed-
eral grand jury on three counts of vio-
lating title 18, U.S. Code, Section 1001.
At the time he made the alleged false
statements to the FBI, James Wolfe
was director of security for the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence, and
that was a position he had held for
about 29 years.

As the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence director of security, James
Wolfe was entrusted with access to
classified, secret, and top-secret infor-
mation provided by the executive
branch, including the United States in-
telligence community that they pro-
vided to the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence.

Wolfe was alleged to have lied to FBI
agents in December 2017 about his re-
peated contacts with three reporters,
including through his use of encrypted
messaging applications. Wolfe is fur-
ther alleged to have made false state-
ments to the FBI about providing two
reporters with nonpublic information
related to the matters occurring before
the Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence.

He was sentenced to 2 months in pris-
on, 4 months supervised release for
lying to the FBI. He has to complete 20
hours of community service—20 hours a
month during his release for those 4
months—and pay a $7,500 fine.

You compare what he did with what
Roger Stone did. Roger Stone wasn’t
dealing with any -classified informa-
tion, secret or top secret. He used some
bad judgment. But Jesse Liu’s attor-
neys, these four who have now quit—
thank God they quit.

We need to get some people in there
where, when it comes to prosecuting, it
doesn’t matter what the defendant’s
political persuasion is. You seek jus-
tice. And there are Democratic and Re-
publican attorneys, prosecutors,
around the country who are quite capa-
ble of doing that. So I sure hope that
we will get some better attorneys in
the D.C. U.S. Attorney’s Office.

It is amazing. I thought about Ser-
geant York, that movie. I believe Gary
Cooper played Sergeant York. They
were in the trenches, and they couldn’t
see the bad guys to stop them. He ends
up using a turkey call that he used
back when he was turkey hunting. One
after another, enemy soldiers would
stick their head up, and he was able to
knock them off and eventually capture
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this huge group. But in order to pre-
vail, they had to get them to stick
their heads up.

I think that is what this Trump de-
rangement syndrome has done. There
are people who have been working per-
vasively and, apparently, with political
vendettas, but they have been able to
stay below the radar. Along comes
President Trump, and they get so de-
ranged that they expose who they are.

So I thank all those political oppor-
tunists and zealots who use their posi-
tion in the U.S. Government, including
the Department of Justice, who have
now exposed themselves.

Vindman is one those people who
have exposed his animosity, and it is
really good that he is no longer part of
the National Security Council. It is
good his brother is no longer in the Of-
fice of General Counsel. I think we will
see less leaks now that he is gone from
there.

Anyway, we are starting to see those
people who have exposed themselves as
political operatives, rather than doing
justice, or following the orders of their
Commander in Chief, we are seeing
them exposed. We are seeing them
moved out.

I am hoping, in the days ahead, there
will be a lot more of that occurring. 1
think justice will be served better so
the American people can feel more
like—and not one party or another.
People need to be able to feel, as a
whole, regardless of the political per-
suasion of some prosecutor, that jus-
tice is being pursued and done, as it is
being done in so many Federal districts
all over the country. It has been a
problem here in Washington, D.C.

When that happens, we will all be
better off.

Madam Speaker, with that, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———

HONORING DR. STEPHEN A.
HOLDITCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. FLORES) for
30 minutes.

(Mr. FLORES asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLORES. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Dr. Stephen A. Holditch
of College Station, Texas, who passed
away unexpectedly on August 9, 2019.

Before 1 continue our discussion
about Steve, I want to give some con-
text about the importance of his pro-
fessional career.

Let me state, first, that Steve con-
sidered his roles as a husband, a father,
and a grandfather to be his most im-
portant. Because of the exceptional
way that he lived those roles, his leg-
acy is readily apparent in the lives of
those he left behind—his wife, Ann; his
daughters, Katie and Abbie; and their
five grandchildren.

The discussion of his professional ac-
complishments starts with a descrip-
tion of current energy metrics.
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Today, the United States of America
is blessed to be the number one pro-
ducer of oil and gas in the world. As of
this year, we are a net exporter of oil
and natural gas. Reserves of American
oil and natural gas rank us among the
top 10 countries in the world. We also
lead the industrialized world in the re-
duction of carbon dioxide emissions
over the last two decades.
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Ten years ago, no one would have
ever predicted that we would be where
we are today.

This new world of American energy
dominance is having dramatic implica-
tions, both domestically and inter-
nationally. We have secure, stable, en-
vironmentally responsible, and attrac-
tively-priced energy sources for Amer-
ican families and businesses. We have
become a reliable source of energy for
our allies, giving them flexibility to
move away from unstable Russian and
Middle Eastern energy suppliers.

The oil and gas sector of our econ-
omy has created millions of good jobs
and great paychecks for hardworking
Americans. Our balance of trade pay-
ments has improved, and our geo-
political position has strengthened.

This dramatic energy renaissance
didn’t happen by accident or because of
government. It is because of the result
of American ingenuity, research, and
bold leadership. While no one person is
solely responsible for this seismic shift
in American energy, there are a num-
ber of bold leaders who took these chal-
lenges that looked impossible to solve
and then solved them; particularly in
the area of stimulation of low perme-
ability, or ‘“‘tight’ reservoirs. Their de-
velopments, studies, research, and field
experiments using horizontal drilling
and very large hydraulic fracturing
treatments revolutionized American
o0il and natural gas and transformed
our economy and our security.

One of those bold leaders was the late
George P. Mitchell, Texas A&M Class
of 1940. Another is the person that we
are honoring today, Dr. Stephen A.
Holditch, Texas A&M Class of 1969.

Stephen Holditch was born on Octo-
ber 20, 1946, in Corsicana, Texas, to
Damon and Margie Holditch. Growing
up, Steve and his family moved often
while his father pursued a career in the
o0il and gas industry. He spent most of
his childhood in San Antonio before
moving to Richardson, Texas for his

final year of high school, where he
graduated in 1965.
Following graduation, Steve at-

tended Texas A&M University, where
he joined the Corps of Cadets and began
his journey as a Fighting Texas Aggie.
Steve quickly excelled, both in aca-
demics and in the Corps of Cadets.
While at A&M, he was a member of
Company F-1, a member of the pres-
tigious Ross Volunteers Honor Guard,
and a member of the Ross Volunteers
Firing Squad. During his senior year,
he served as Second Battalion Com-
mander.
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In 1969, Steve graduated from A&M
with a bachelor of science degree in pe-
troleum engineering. He continued at
A&M to earn a master’s degree in the
same discipline.

Steve began his career with Shell Oil
Company in Houston, Texas. Much of
his work over his 5 years at Shell was
focused on designing and pumping
large hydraulic fracture treatments to
stimulate production from the deep,
low permeability, geopressured gas res-
ervoirs in South Texas.

It was his work with hydraulic frac-
turing that inspired him to return to
Texas A&M and that set him apart
from his peers as a true legend in the
oil and gas industry for the advance-
ment of this critically important tech-
nology.

One day in 1970, Steve was riding the
elevator at work and met Ann Friddle,
who was also working at Shell. Steve
and Ann were married 6 months later,
on January 9, 1971, and they had been
married for over 48 years when he
passed away.

He and Ann returned to College Sta-
tion, and he pursued a Ph.D. in petro-
leum engineering, which he completed
in 1975. In 1976, Steve joined the Texas
A&M petroleum engineering faculty
and, as if he didn’t have enough to do
as a young father and as a new pro-
fessor, he started his own consulting
company, S.A. Holditch & Associates.

S.A. Holditch & Associates quickly
became a worldwide powerhouse in the
petroleum engineering space. Over the
years, Steve earned a reputation for
being able to solve the most difficult
petroleum engineering problems, espe-
cially those dealing with low perme-
ability reservoirs needing stimulation,
typically through hydraulic fracturing.

He was distinctly proud of the work
Holditch & Associates did alongside the
Gas Research Institute to advance un-
derstanding of low permeability sand-
stones, shales, and coalbed methane.

After over 20 years of success, Steve
chose to sell Holditch & Associates to
Schlumberger, where he stayed on as a
fellow, the highest technical designa-
tion in that organization. As a
Schlumberger fellow for 5 years, Steve
traveled extensively to help solve some
of the world’s most difficult petroleum
engineering problems.

In 1995, at age 49, Steve was elected
to the National Academy of Engineer-
ing, the highest honor that can be
given to an engineer. After many years
of service to the Society of Petroleum
Engineers, or the SPE, Steve was elect-
ed to the board of directors, then vice
president of finance, and finally presi-
dent of this global organization with
over 70,000 members.

He was awarded almost every rec-
ognition that SPE has to give, includ-
ing three of the society’s top awards.
He was elected as an SPE honorary
member in 2006, the highest award that
SPE can bestow upon an individual and
was officially named a Legend of Hy-
draulic Fracturing by SPE in 2014.

While Steve enjoyed many profes-
sional successes in the commercial re-
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gime, many of his greatest accomplish-
ments were at Texas A&M University,
where he served on the faculty for 37
years. During his tenure, he taught 97
courses and served on over 150 graduate
committees.

From 2004-2012, Steve worked as head
of the Harold Vance Department of Pe-
troleum Engineering. During this time,
he revitalized the Crisman Institute for
Petroleum Research, and saw the num-
ber of students in the petroleum engi-
neering department more than double.
Under his leadership, the department
quickly earned a reputation as the
number one ranked university petro-
leum engineering department in the
world.

It was during his time at Texas A&M
that he created his second legacy for
America’s hydrocarbon industry; the
thousands of Aggie petroleum engi-
neers who work around the world every
day utilizing Steve’s teaching and men-
toring to solve the world’s greatest en-
ergy challenges. Their work, alongside
the work of other industry legends,
like George P. Mitchell and Michel T.
Halbouty, along with Stephen
Holditch, have contributed signifi-
cantly to America’s energy dominance
that is changing the world today.

In 2013, Steve retired from the fac-
ulty after many years of dedicated
service to the Texas A&M community.
Throughout his life, Steve often cred-
ited Texas A&M University as the
foundation from which his success
grew. He praised the values instilled in
all Aggies and, in 2014, was named a
Texas A&M Distinguished Alumnus, an
honor he richly deserved for a life of
service and devotion to his beloved uni-
versity.

In thanking the Aggie community,
Steve said: ‘“You will look back at your
years at Texas A&M as one of the best
periods in your life. Always remember
the Aggie Code of Honor.”

In 2016, Steve was inducted into the
Corps of Cadets Hall of Honor, an
award which made him prouder and
happier than perhaps any award he had
received in his life.

While in retirement, Steve enjoyed
spending time in Bryan-College Sta-
tion with his wife, Ann, their two
daughters, and their five grand-
children. As a season ticket holder to a
variety of Texas A&M sports, Steve
continued to support the Aggies, but
Fighting Texas Aggie football re-
mained closest to his heart.

Steve contributed a great deal to the
Texas A&M community, and can be de-
scribed as a model Texas Aggie, who
was true to his core values of excel-
lence, integrity, leadership, loyalty, re-
spect, and selfless service. One of my
favorite phrases that Steve often used
was: ‘I reserve the right to get smart-
er.”” That is what he did best, always
pushing to find solutions to the world’s
toughest oil and gas challenges.

Madam Speaker, Steve’s life was de-
fined by his dedication to his family
and his friends, his world-changing ac-
complishments in energy, and his true
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love of Texas A&M University. He will
be forever remembered as a true pio-
neer in his field, a devoted husband, a
father, a grandfather, a teacher, a men-
tor, and a friend.

My father has a saying: ‘‘Go make a
hand.”

Madam Speaker, Steve Holditch
truly “made a hand” for his family, his
university, his community, our coun-
try, and our world.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the
Holditch family. We also lift up the
family and friends of Steve Holditch in
our prayers.

I have requested that the United
States flag be flown over our Nation’s
Capitol to honor the life and legacy of
Dr. Stephen A. Holditch.

As I close, I would ask all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for our
military men and women who protect
us from threats abroad, and for our
first responders who keep us safe here
at home.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

THE PENDING DEBT TSUNAMI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
as I get set up, in past years, when I
used to have to sit up there, it was be-
cause the Speaker was annoyed with
me. I am sure that would never happen
in your case. You don’t have to say
anything.

Madam Speaker, I try to come to the
floor every week and sort of talk about
what we see actually happening in the
economy, what is happening in jobs,
and those things. But it is more of a
global discussion. And part of that dis-
cussion is we see the stories, we know
the facts; we are about to be buried in
a debt tsunami. And it is not Repub-
licans and Democrats. It is demo-
graphics.

There are 74 million of us who are
baby boomers; 74 million. We are half-
way through turning 65, moving into
our earned benefits. And it is such a
difficult subject around here because,
the fact of the matter is, as soon as you
use the word Medicare or Social Secu-
rity in any type of discussion, even
when you are passionately trying to
protect those programs, in our modern
politics of rage, you just wrote an at-
tack ad saying, well, he talked about
Medicare; he must be meaning to do
something. That is absurd. If we are
not talking about it, we are not going
to save them.

Here is the thought experiment. Next
5 years, just the growth of Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, healthcare entitle-
ments, but mostly Medicare, just the
growth, equals the entire Defense De-
partment.

Last week, I was here with some
boards walking you through, showing
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