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and memory of Kenneth C. Ryken, who re-
cently passed away. 

Ken was born in Walnut Creek, California 
on April 27, 1965, to proud parents Richard 
and Deanna Ryken. He grew up in the East 
Bay where he attended and graduated from 
Hayward High School in 1983. Upon grad-
uating from high school, Ken went on to study 
at Chabot College, San Francisco State Uni-
versity, and the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, where he received his law degree. 

After graduating law school, Ken began 
practicing law with Sedgwick LLP, and in 1996 
he joined the Alameda County District Attor-
ney’s office where I had the privilege of having 
him as a colleague. Ken served as the office’s 
finance director and an assistant district attor-
ney until his passing on January 5, 2020. Ken 
was frequently described as a ‘‘rock’’ and a 
‘‘shining star’’ by his colleagues and superiors. 

One of the accomplishments Ken was most 
proud of during his career was the creation of 
Clean Slate Services in collaboration with the 
East Bay Community Law Center. This prac-
tice helps reduce the pathways into the crimi-
nal justice system and removes barriers to 
employment and civic participation for people 
with criminal records. Ken’s work was pivotal 
to the creation of this program, and it is only 
one of the many highlights of his career. 

Ken’s commitment to public service and his 
community extended beyond working for the 
Alameda County District Attorney’s Office. Ken 
was a proud member of the 100 Club and the 
Hayward Rotary Club, and he served on the 
board of directors for the Hayward Area His-
torical Society. Outside of work Ken was 
known to be a music enthusiast who espe-
cially loved his bass guitar. 

We lost Ken far too soon. He is survived by 
his wife of 17 years, Jean Luevano, as well as 
his children, Jackson and Lauren, grandson, 
Wesley, parents, Dick and Deanna, and sib-
lings, Tim and Kathy. Ken loved spending time 
with his family and was always a proud hus-
band, father, and grandfather. His legacy will 
live on through them and the everlasting im-
pact he made on our community. 
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JIM LEHRER 

HON. MICHAEL CLOUD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. CLOUD. Madam Speaker, today, I pay 
tribute to Mr. Jim Lehrer who passed away at 
the age of 85 last week. 

Mr. Lehrer is dear to Texas’ 27th district be-
cause he graduated from Victoria College, 
right in my hometown of Victoria, Texas, in 
1956. 

As a student, he wrote for the college 
paper, the Jolly Roger, and worked as a ticket 
agent at the Continental Trailways station 
downtown. 

Today a plaque near the bus station he 
worked at 65 years ago honors his accom-
plishments. 

After college, he sacrificially served our 
country for three years with the United States 
Marines. 

He then went on to the Dallas Morning 
News, reporting on local politics before making 
the change to television. 

He never forgot his Texas roots, despite the 
fact that he went on to have a distinguished 
career as a world-renowned journalist. 

Over the span of his lifetime, he moderated 
twelve presidential debates, cofounded and 
hosted PBS NewsHour for 36 years, and au-
thored numerous books. 

Through much hard work and determination, 
he achieved great success as a journalist, and 
we are proud that he called Victoria home for 
a little while. 

He is survived by his wife of six decades, 
Kate, three daughters, Jamie, Lucy, and 
Amanda, and six grandchildren. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, on 
Monday, January 27, 2020, I regret not being 
present for two vote sessions. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in support of the 
Never Again Education Act, H.R. 943, Roll 
Call No. 23, and voted in support of the Ad-
vancing Research to Prevent Suicide Act, H.R. 
4704, Roll Call No. 24. 
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HONORING KING BROTHERS DAIRY 
FOR RECEIVING THE NEW YORK 
STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCI-
ETY’S BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor King Brothers Dairy for receiv-
ing the New York State Agricultural Society’s 
Business of the Year Award. For over 17 
years, the NYS Agricultural Society has pre-
sented Business of the Year honors to both a 
producer and an agribusiness, recognizing the 
quality, leadership and innovation they dem-
onstrate that enhances the integrity of the in-
dustry. 

King’s Ransom Farm, located in 
Schuylerville has been in operation for over 
100 years. Jan and Jeff King’s grandparents 
had been in the creamery business through 
the 1960s and in 2010, the family decided to 
return to their roots, establishing King Brothers 
Dairy. They began bottling and delivering milk 
from their own 1,000-cow herd to customers in 
their community and throughout the Hudson 
Valley. In 2019, they launched a retail store, 
selling over 34 flavors of ice cream and local 
products sourced from the area. When I vis-
ited the King Brothers Dairy in 2018 with 
USDA Secretary Perdue, I was impressed with 
their dedication to producing wholesome dairy 
products and providing excellent customer 
service. Their popularity within the community 
and their commitment to quality warrant this 
recent award. 

Agriculture is an essential component of the 
economy in Northern New York and King 
Brothers Dairy exemplifies the quality and di-
versity of North Country farms. On behalf of 
New York’s 21st District, I would like to con-
gratulate the entire King Family for this well- 
deserved recognition. I look forward to their fu-
ture success. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ENEDINA 
CELIZ RAPAN 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to remem-
ber and recognize the incredible life of 
Enedina Celiz Rapan, who passed away this 
month at the age of 93. 

I was raised in a farmworker community 
with farmworker parents in the eastern 
Coachella Valley, where, for many of us, hard-
ship and injustice can feel like the norm; and 
if it weren’t for women like Enedina Rapan, 
many of us would still believe that it is true, 
and we would not be standing where we are 
today. 

Enedina came to America at a young age to 
work hard, earn her living, and give her chil-
dren a better life. And while she was working 
away in the fields, sweating in 120-degree 
heat with calloused hands, she witnessed the 
mistreatment of her fellow farmworkers and 
she saw their suffering. 

If there is one thing about Enedina, it is that, 
when she saw injustice, she would speak up 
and get to work to fix it. So, when she saw 
farmworkers laboring for hours on end with no 
bathrooms nearby, she fought to bring rest-
rooms to the fields. 

And when she saw seniors in the commu-
nity going hungry, she organized, asking for 
donations and cooking meals so they could 
have dinner to eat. 

And Enedina devoted her life to standing up 
for people who were mistreated, discriminated 
against, and vulnerable. There was no voice 
too soft that Enedina didn’t hear and elevate. 

Enedina was a giant for our community, 
serving as a co-founder of Mujeres Mexicanas 
and Lideres Campesinas while working with 
the United Farm Workers of America and 
Cesar Chavez to stand up for the rights of 
farmworkers. She used her tireless will and 
unmatched strength to pick people up, fight for 
what is right, and make the Coachella Valley 
a better place for everyone who lives there. 

I am better off because of Enedina’s work. 
My family and the entire farmworker commu-
nity of the Coachella Valley, we are all better 
off because of Enedina’s work, 

And she would not be happy with me for 
being up here talking about her, because she 
was so humble. A woman who elevated every-
one’s voice around her, she would never seek 
this type of recognition. 

Madam Speaker, today, I want to make sure 
the country knows Enedina’s story. I want to 
make sure you know about her contributions 
to our community and her unrelenting pursuit 
of justice. Enedina will be sorely missed, but 
her presence will be felt and her life, an inspi-
ration for years to come. 
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MERCHANT MARINERS OF WORLD 
WAR II CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 
MEDAL ACT OF 2020 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 27, 2020 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
senior member of Congress, I rise in support 
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of H.R. 5671, the ‘‘Merchant Mariners of World 
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act of 
2020’’, a bill that recognizes World War II mer-
chant mariner veterans with congressional 
gold medals for their service to the United 
States. 

I am a strong proponent of our veteran pop-
ulation having the recognition they deserve for 
their bravery, honor, valor and sacrifice. 

Throughout World War II, our armed forces 
relied on the Merchant Marine to provide com-
bat equipment, fuel, food, commodities and 
raw materials to troops stationed abroad in 
both theaters of operation, and they paid a 
heavy price in service to their country. 

The Merchant Marine is a war essential 
supply chain that transports the nation’s car-
goes in times of peace and prosperity, and in 
times of war and grave danger. 

Military missions and war planning are con-
tingent upon the availability of resources and 
the Merchant Marine played a vital role in this 
regard. 

The Merchant Marine provided for the suc-
cessful transport of resources and personnel 
despite consistent and ongoing exposure to 
enemy combatants from both the air and the 
sea, including from enemy bomber squadrons, 
submarines, and naval mines. 

The Merchant Marines were the best in-
formed and most widely traveled, constantly 
supplying the front-line troops until they could 
break through German, Japanese and Italian 
aggression to secure victory. 

The Merchant Marine suffered the highest 
per capita casualty rate in the U.S. Armed 
Forces during World War II. 

An estimated 8,300 mariners lost their lives, 
and another 12,000 were wounded during 
WWII. 

The Merchant Marine proved to be an in-
strumental asset on an untold number of occa-
sions, participating in every landing operation 
by the United States Marine Corps, from Gua-
dalcanal to Okinawa. 

Merchant Marines were engaged in the 
longest battle of the war—the Battle of the At-

lantic, fought over the vital supply lines to Eu-
rope—and they fought longer than any other 
branch of the service. 

These mariners have waited over 70 years 
to get the recognition they earned braving the 
perils of the Atlantic during the Second World 
War. 

There are 1.5 million veterans living in 
Texas and each of them deserve recognition 
for their service and sacrifice for this nation. 

Approximately 16 million Americans served 
in World War II and have come to receive vet-
eran status after the somber duration, but vic-
torious conclusion of the war. 

More than a quarter million, 250,000 thou-
sand civilian sailors, served in the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine by the end of the war. 

Despite their honorable, vital and heroic 
service in wartime, the men of the U.S. mer-
chant marine were not officially accorded vet-
eran status until 1988, decades following the 
end of World War II. 

The feats and accomplishments of the Mer-
chant Marine are deserving of broader public 
recognition. 

Unfortunately, the courageous contribution 
of the Merchant Mariners sacrifices are com-
monly overlooked. 

Every American owes these mariners a debt 
of gratitude we cannot begin to repay. 

The Congressional Gold Medal would be an 
appropriate way to shed further light on the 
service of the merchant mariners in World War 
II and the instrumental role they played in win-
ning that war. 

I ask my colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle to vote in support of H.R. 5671. 
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HONORING RAYMOND LERMA 

HON. TJ COX 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. COX of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of Raymond Lerma, a be-

loved husband, father, and leader in the com-
munity of Corcoran, California. Ray passed 
away on January 11th. Among his many hon-
ored roles in life, Ray served 25 years as 
Mayor and Councilmember in Corcoran and 
was a pillar of the community. 

Ray was born in El Paso, Texas and raised 
in Corcoran in a large and loving family that 
worked hard, long days in the fields of the 
Central Valley. Encouraged by his parents to 
reach for higher education, Mr. Lerma grad-
uated from UC Berkeley—he was a proud 
CAL Bear. 

After college, Ray returned to the commu-
nity that raised him to build his own family with 
his beloved wife Lola. He touched countless 
lives in his 38 years as an educator at Cor-
coran High School. He also kept changing 
lives after retirement, teaching English as a 
second language to adult learners. Ray also 
served as a longtime board member of the 
Kings Community Action Organization, which 
helps bring resources to the Central Valley. 

Ray once said that he wanted to be remem-
bered as someone who made a difference in 
his community. I stand before you today to 
say we will always remember his dedication 
and contributions to the community, and we 
will miss his leadership. 

Raymond Lerma leaves behind his wife 
Lola, their three children, Eva, Ramon, and 
Pablo, as well as his grandchildren. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I was out 
of the chamber. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 24. 
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