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youth and academic conferences. Bobby’s in-
fectious personality and humor drew thou-
sands of students to him and to them, he be-
came a father-figure and mentor.

Bobby was a trailblazing force that paved
the way for the young Latino activists of today
and his legacy lives on through their social
justice work and activism. May Bobby’s life-
time of leadership, passion, and service con-
tinue to be an inspiration to us all. Madam
Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering and honoring Bobby Lee Verdugo.
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Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the serious-
ness of Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS).

PCOS is a genetic, hormone, metabolic and
reproductive disorder that affects women and
girls. PCOS can lead to lifelong complications
such as infertility; anxiety, depression and
other psychosocial disorders; obesity; severe
hair and skin issues; endometrial cancer; type
2 diabetes; cardiovascular disease; non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease and other life-
threatening conditions. Many of these com-
plications are a significant burden on quality of
life, health, and the healthcare system.

PCOS affects over 10 million women and
girls in the United States. Currently, there is
no cure for PCOS, and women living with this
disorder experience symptoms such as insulin
resistance, menstrual irregularities, weight
gain, thinning scalp hair, and depression and
anxiety during puberty and throughout their
lives. PCOS is a grave issue that affects hun-
dreds of thousands of women in Georgia and
millions more across the country. For far too
long, PCOS has been a prevalent public
health concern, threatening the mental and
physical health and quality of life of girls,
women and their families.

Increasing awareness about polycystic
ovary syndrome is critical to our efforts to ad-
dress the national maternal mortality crisis and
prevent pregnancy-related deaths. Pregnant
women with polycystic ovary syndrome are
more likely to develop gestational diabetes,
preeclampsia (pregnancy-related hyper-
tension) and have emergency C-sections.
Without access to quality prenatal care, many
African American women with PCOS are not
diagnosed until they have difficulty getting
pregnant or experience dangerous pregnancy
complications. PCOS is also the most com-
mon cause of female infertility. Many women
living with the disorder often have mis-
carriages or premature deliveries.

There is a growing need to educate
healthcare providers about PCOS because
50-70 percent of PCOS patients are going
undiagnosed or misdiagnosed. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, about 50 percent of women with PCOS
develop Type 2 Diabetes or prediabetes by
the age of 40 and are at high risk for cardio-
vascular disease. Women and girls with this
disorder are also at higher risk for uterine can-
cer, liver disease, and suicide.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me to
advance this bipartisan effort and make PCOS
a public health priority.
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HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, on September 24, | was in my dis-
trict to celebrate the unveiling of the Advanced
Manufacturing Collaborative to be located at
the University of South Carolina Aiken, as well
as attend the ribbon cutting for the Salt Waste
Processing Facility at the Savannah River
Site. Both of these programs will have positive
impacts on our community and | look forward
to their success.

For these reasons, | was absent for votes.
Had | been present, | would have voted: NAY
on Roll Call No. 202; NAY on Roll Call No.
203; NAY on Roll Call No. 204; YEA on Roll
Call No. 205; and NAY on Roll Call No. 206.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT S.
CROUCH

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2020

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the service of Robert S. Crouch
of Willisburg, Kentucky.

Following the attacks on our nation in Pearl
Harbor, Bob answered the call to serve and
arrived at his local recruiting depot on Decem-
ber 8, 1941, with the intention of signing up for
the U.S. Army, though he saw the Marines in
their dress blue uniforms and decided to sign
up for the Marines instead. Bob was eventu-
ally deployed to the Pacific theatre. He earned
a Purple Heart for his valiant efforts in the Bat-
tle of lwo Jima. He was also awarded a Presi-
dential Unit Citation, Campaign Ribbons, the
WWII Victory Medal, and the Combat Action
Ribbon. He retired from the Marine Corps as
a Master Gunner Sergeant in 1984. In addition
to his service in the Marines, Bob has served
as a volunteer firefighter and serves as a dea-
con at his church.

| want to thank Bob for his service to our
great Nation.

——————

HONORING ZOE ROYER

HON. JASON CROW

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2020

Mr. CROW. Madam Speaker, it is my honor
today to recognize the accomplishments of
Ms. Zoé yer who will be honored by The
Chamber of Northwest Douglas County as a
“Woman Who Soars.”

Zo€’s story is heartbreaking and inspiring.
When she was 14, her mother was killed by
her father who then took his own life. She and
her younger sister were suddenly homeless
and entered the foster care system. Zoé was
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placed in more than a dozen homes in her
teens and dropped out of high school.
Through the help of a local non-profit, she was
given hope and a future. She is a recent grad-
uate of Metropolitan State University and now
works to pay it forward.

Zoé has become a mental health advocate,
a writer and activist. Zoé believes in fighting
for a better and more equitable world through
building relationships with her community. She
is passionate about social change and hopes
to inspire and empower others by telling her
story.

Zoé has supported suicide prevention
projects, charities assisting homeless students
in education, and feminist non-profits through-
out the state of Colorado. Zoé has been the
president of several student organizations, in-
cluding a women'’s social justice honor society.
She now holds a psychological sciences de-
gree from Metropolitan State University of
Denver and is looking forward to attending a
Ph.D. program.

As a recent graduate, advocate, and a sur-
vivor of incredible adversity, she truly is de-
serving of such an honor. | congratulate Ms.
Royer for being recognized as a “Woman
Who Soars.”

HONORING PETER BLACKSTOCK
HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2020

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the career achievements and
community dedication of Peter Blackstock, a
prominent businessman, community steward,
and philanthropist who has called the central
coast of California his home for nearly 40
years.

Peter Blackstock was born on the East
Coast and served in the Army as an officer in
Vietham before working for the Ford Motor
Company. In 1982, Peter moved to the Cen-
tral Coast and purchased the Leslie Motors
Toyota dealership in Seaside and renamed it
Victory Toyota. Later, he opened Lexus Mon-
terey Peninsula, forming Victory Dealership
Group.

During his time as owner of Victory Dealer-
ship Group, Peter was a significant supporter
of the automobile dealer community. He advo-
cated for and actively contributed to industry
priorities as a member of the American Inter-
national Automobile Dealers Association’s
board of directors, President of the California
New Car Dealers Association, and a director
on the board of the National Automobile Deal-
ers Association. He also set the bar for dealer-
ships across the country when Victory Toyota
was LEED certified for environmental respon-
sibility in 2014. As a businessman, Peter is
held in high esteem by all he worked with for
his personal integrity, thoughtful contributions,
professional demeanor, and engaging person-
ality.

I%Ieter is an especially involved member of
his community on the Central Coast. He has
secured resources for and served in many
roles in countless organizations, including the
Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce,
Boy Scouts, Monterey Bay Symphony, Mon-
terey Museum of Art, Make a Wish Founda-
tion, AIM Youth Mental Health, Pac Rep The-
atre Groups, SPCA, AT&T Junior Golf, Church




E896

in the Forest, Hospice Giving, Arthritis Foun-
dation, National WWII Museum, Marine Schol-
arship Foundation, Meals on Wheels, and
Rancho Cielo. Most notably, he is Director
Emeritus of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Mon-
terey County, a past President of the Ventana
Wilderness Alliance instrumental in protections
for the California Condor, falcons, and other
raptors, trustee emeritus of the Naval Post-
graduate School Foundation, and was Vice-
Chairman of the Economic Development Com-
mittee of the Fort Ord Reuse Committee. He
has also served on the Monterey County
Sheriffs Advisory Council, the task forces of
the City of Seaside, the boards of All Saints
and Stevenson Schools, and as foreman pro
tempore on the Monterey County Civil Grand
Jury.

;ys he begins his retirement, | have no doubt
that Peter will continue to find myriad ways to
support his community and cherish his time
with his beloved wife, Barbara, and his daugh-
ter, son-in-law, and three grandchildren, who
are triplets. We, as a community, are grateful
for his contributions to the Central Coast and
celebrate his successful career.

—————

IN HONOR OF THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY LIFE AND LEGACY OF
REVEREND ROBERT S. GRAETZ,
JR.

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2020

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Reverend Robert S.
Graetz Jr., a Lutheran minister and heroic Civil
Rights Activist who passed away at the age of
92. In 1955, as a white minister Rev. Graetz
alongside his wife Mrs. Jeannie Graetz came
to Montgomery, Alabama to serve the all black
congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church. Dem-
onstrating tremendous courage, Rev. Graetz
played a critical role in the Montgomery Bus
Boycott by personally sacrificing his time and
resources in the fight for equal rights.

Born on May 16, 1928 in Clarksburg, West
Virginia, Rev. Graetz studied Theology at Cap-
ital University in Ohio, where he became inter-
ested in civil rights through his studies, found-
ing a campus group to discuss race relations.
After graduating in 1950, he attended Trinity
Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio where
he founded the Columbus N.A.A.C.P. chapter.
In 1951, Rev. Graetz and Jeannie Ellis were
married in East Springfield, Pennsylvania and
together they had seven children.

Shortly after his arrival in Montgomery, Rev.
Graetz became acquainted with the local
N.A.A.C.P. youth council director Rosa Parks
who held weekly meetings in the church
pastored by Rev. Graetz. Rev. Graetz became
active in the protest upon learning of the ar-
rest of Rosa Parks. At his next Sunday serv-
ice, he urged his parishioners to participate in
the Bus Boycott and offered them a ride to
work.

What originally began as a single day on
December 5, 1955 turned into over a year of
boycotting that ended on December 20, 1956.
Rev. Graetz spent three hours every morning
driving black members of the community to
work. With his increasing involvement, he be-
came an instrumental part of the success of
the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
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Rev. Graetz became the Secretary of the
Montgomery Improvement Association, where
he worked closely with Rosa Parks and avidly
supported Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Rev.
Graetz was the only white minister to publicly
support the efforts of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, making him and his family a target of
the Ku Klux Klan. There were several threats
and attempts on Rev. Graetz and his family’s
lives—including two firebombs that damaged
their home but thankfully harmed no one. Not
to be deterred, Rev. Graetz loudly and proudly
continued to fight for what he believed was the
work of God in securing and defending the
equal rights of his black church members. In
support of Rosa Parks, he attended her court
hearing and even attempted to sit in the col-
ored section in the courtroom. Later, when the
FBI urged Rev. Graetz and his family to leave
Montgomery for their safety, they refused and
remained unwavering in their public support of
the Civil Rights Movement.

After the end of the Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott, Rev. Graetz and his wife Jeannie left
Montgomery and returned to Columbus, Ohio
in 1958 where Rev. Graetz served another
predominantly black congregation. In the fol-
lowing years, he and his wife traveled across
the nation to advocate for civil rights—eventu-
ally spending 13 years in Washington, D.C. as
a lobbyist for marginalized individuals.

Throughout his life, Rev. Graetz authored
several publications including: A Congrega-
tional Guide to Human Relations; An Informed
Church Serves a Diverse Society; Mont-
gomery—a White Preacher's Memoir; and A
White Preachers Message on Race and Rec-
onciliation—Based on His Experiences Begin-
ning with the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Rev.
Graetz also received the following honors:
Russwurm Award, National Negro Newspaper
Publishers Association; Selma Humanitarian
Award; Distinguished Alumnus, Trinity Lu-
theran Seminary; Doctor of Humanities, Cap-
ital University; Ohio Humanitarian Award; Ohio
Governor's Humanitarian Award. After return-
ing to Montgomery in 2007, Rev. Graetz and
his wife dedicated their service to Alabama
State University and hosted the annual Graetz
Symposium at the National Center for the
Study of Civil Rights and African-American
Culture at Alabama State University.

On a personal note, | have tremendous re-
spect and admiration for the significant con-
tributions that Rev. and Mrs. Graetz made to
fight for civil rights and racial equality in the
Montgomery community. Grounded by his faith
and genuine belief in the value of all God’s
children, Rev. Graetz led by example in sup-
porting the Montgomery Bus Boycott. It was
the boycott of public transit in Montgomery for
381 days that resulted in the end of racial seg-
regation in commerce across this nation. We
owe a debt of gratitude to the personal sac-
rifice and threats to their lives that Rev. and
Mrs. Graetz must have endured in the quest
for equality and justice for all. To say thank
you doesn’t seem enough. May we rededicate
ourselves to the cause of racial equality and
reconciliation that exemplified the life’s work of
Reverend Graetz. And may the Lord say—well
done thy good and faithful servant, Well Done.

On behalf of Alabama’s 7th Congressional
District, | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the extraordinary life and legacy of
Reverend Robert S. Graetz, Jr., and his in-
credible contributions to the Civil Rights Move-
ment.

September 29, 2020
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2020

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Madam Speaker, | was
unavailable and missed votes 202 through
206.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 202; NAY on Roll Call
No. 203; NAY on Roll Call No 204; YEA on
Roll Call No. 205; and NAY on Roll Call No.
206.

—————

REMEMBERING ERVIN JULIAN
HON. DEBBIE LESKO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2020

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the life of Ervin Julian from Sur-
prise, Arizona. Mr. Julian was one of the few
World War Il veterans still alive in Arizona, a
centenarian, a Valley resident for more than
50 years, and a proud husband and father.

Mr. Julian was born in Waltham, Massachu-
setts and enlisted in the United States Navy
for four years during World War Il. During his
time in service, he was stationed at Naval Air
Station Corpus Christi, Texas, where he
worked as the base commander’s assistant.
Shortly after his service, he moved to Phoenix,
Arizona where he worked as a wholesale
salesman.

He was married to the love of his life, Lou-
ise Julian, for nearly seventy-two years. To-
gether, they raised their son Steven, who
often refers to his dad as “a great hero.” His
only grandson, Joseph Charles Bentley Julian,
is proud of his grandfathers service and the
contributions he made to our nation.

Mr. Julian was a member of the American
Legion and a big supporter of Boy Scouts of
America. He fueled his love of antique auto-
mobiles by being active in the Horseless Car-
riage Club of America and Wally Byam Cara-
van Club International.

His family continues to cherish one of the
most memorable final moments they shared
together—when he went viral at a rally for
President Donald Trump in February 2020. Mr.
Julian captured the hearts of many when two
men carried him down a flight of stairs at the
Arizona Veterans Memorial Coliseum as the
crowd chanted “U-S-Al U-S-A!” in the back-
ground.

On this day, we as a community would like
to thank Mr. Julian for his service to our coun-
try and ask those who knew him to pray for
his family during this time of mourning.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. WALKER HARRIS
JR., FOUNDER AND OWNER OF
HARRIS ICE COMPANY

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS
OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 29, 2020
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam

Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing citizen, Christian, businessman,
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