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Orange County is home to a vibrant Viet-
namese community, which | am proud to rep-
resent. An estimated eighty percent of nail
salon businesses in California are owned by
Vietnamese proprietors, who had to close their
doors due to the pandemic. Many owners and
manicurists face day-to-day struggles as they
try to keep their businesses afloat while pro-
viding for their families.

Despite facing financial hardships and day-
to-day challenges of this pandemic, the Nailing
It team has embodied the spirit of kindness
and compassion through these-times. | en-
courage my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the Nailing It for America team in honor
of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.

ZACHARY McMILLAN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 28, 2020

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Zachary Mc-
Millan for receiving the Adams County Mayors
and Commissioners Youth Award.

Zachary McMillan is a 12th grader at
Bollman Technical Education Center/Legacy
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Zachary
McMillan is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Zachary McMillan for winning the Adams
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth
Award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

RECOGNIZING THE 102ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE REPUBLIC DAY OF
AZERBAIJAN

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 28, 2020

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 102nd anniversary of
Azerbaijan’s Republic Day. On this day in
1918, Azerbaijan emerged from autocracy to
establish a Parliamentarian Republic. Today, it
shines as an example of freedom in a region
of the world historically plagued in the dark-
ness of repression and inequality.

Republic Day honors the declaration of
independence from the Russian Empire. While
the rise of the Soviet Union would undermine
its sovereignty once again within two years,
the achievements in state building Azerbaijan
made in those two years are a testament to
the abilities of a free Azeri people.

In 1991, Azerbaijan emerged once again,
seizing the opportunity presented to them, de-
claring its right to govern itself and live free.
This symbolic emergence ensured the world
that this was a continuation on the freedom
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and progress assembled between 1918 and
1920.

Since then, our nations have worked strong-
ly together to promote energy security, in-
crease bilateral trade and investment, and
counter terrorism and transnational threats. It
has been my great honor to aid in the mainte-
nance of strong ties between our nations, and
| look forward to furthering our cooperation to
continue to bring peace, security, and stability
to the region.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan and its people for its proud
history in the pursuit of freedom and its com-
mitment to developing solutions to modern
problems. | urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring this day and wish another century of
strength and prosperity on Azerbaijan.

———

PANDEMIC HEROES
COMPENSATION ACT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 28, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a
senior member of the Committees on the Judi-
ciary and on Homeland Security, and founder
and Co-Chair of the Congressional
Coronavirus Taskforce, | rise in strong support
of the Pandemic Heroes Compensation Act, a
bill that would create a compensation fund for
all essential workers and personnel who have
been injured or impacted by COVID-19.

Modeled after the September 11th Victim
Compensation Fund, the fund would provide
compensation for injuries to any individual, or
the families, across all essential industries
who were deemed an essential worker and re-
quired to leave their homes to perform their
services and became ill or died as a result of
COVID-19.

Every day we learn more about the unprec-
edented impact that the COVID-19 virus has
had on American lives across the nation.

To date, there are more than 1,676,401
confirmed cases, over 98,000 dead, including
54,509 cases and 1,506 deaths in my home
state of Texas, and 10,921 cases and 221
deaths in Harris County.

On top of that, by taking the necessary
measures to slow the pandemic and ‘flatten
the curve’ so as not to overwhelm the nation’s
health care system, economic activity in the
United States has experienced a severe shock
to the system.

More than 40 million initial unemployment
claims in the past month alone.

In addition, on March 23, 2020, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) dipped to
18,321.62, which is even lower than it was on
Election Night 2016, and far below the 19,827
mark where it stood on January 20, 2017.

In other words, Madam Speaker, all the
gains that were made to the stock market and
heralded by this Administration as evidence of
its genius have been wiped out, depleting the
retirement savings and 401(k) funds of millions
of ordinary Americans.

We will overcome this crisis and become
better and stronger for it.

But we must never forget who waged the
battle to contain the pandemic, risking their
lives and livelihoods on the frontline.

Courageous first responders, transit work-
ers, brave healthcare workers, fearless gro-

May 28, 2020

cery store clerks and delivery workers, as well
as many other federal, state, local and tribal
employees who have been deemed essential
workers.

These workers are risking their health and
safety to continue to provide essential services
to their communities and our families.

As recently as April 2020, the Center for
Disease Control reported that over 9,200
health care professionals have been diag-
nosed with COVID-19 and 27 have died from
the virus.

Research shows that essential workers
often work in low-wage positions that require
risky face-to-face interactions without ade-
quate protection; they are disproportionately
African American or Hispanic.

They are most at risk of illness during the
COVID-19 pandemic, but in many cases,
least able to afford the financial setback that
can result from any interruption in work.

When a loved one becomes ill on the job,
the cost of healthcare and lost wages can cre-
ate additional burden on families.

Madam Speaker, we have a moral and pa-
triotic obligation to stand behind them and
their families by ensuring their financial sta-
bility.

Now, more than ever, our essential workers
need help and | urge all Members to join me
in voting to pass the Pandemic Heroes Com-
pensation Act.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF GWEN KANIA, PRESIDENT OF
THE TIOGA COUNTY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 28, 2020

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the retirement of Gwen Kania,
President of the Tioga County Chamber of
Commerce.

Gwen came to the Chamber in May of 2008
as the Director of Operations and in January
of 2014, she became the President and CEO
of the Tioga County Chamber of Commerce.
During her time with the Chamber, Gwen put
into action a Computer Management System
that streamlined processes. She also orga-
nized Career Day and the Tioga County Job
Fair. For three years, she administered the On
The Job Training Grant from the New York
State Department of Labor.

Gwen was also in the public eye, facilitating
the Chamber’s traditional events and ribbon
cuttings, providing service to the community.
One highlight Gwen enjoyed most in recent
times was the Chamber’s Centennial Celebra-
tion and Gala in 2019. For several years,
Gwen was also the Leadership Tioga Program
Manager and Facilitator.

The Tioga County Chamber of Commerce
will greatly miss Gwen and her efforts there
have not gone unnoticed. However, her retire-
ment is well deserved. | thank Gwen for all
she has done during her time at the Chamber.

Given the above, | ask that this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to
congratulate Gwen on her retirement and her
twelve years of invaluable service to the Tioga
County Chamber of Commerce and dedication
to improving the Tioga County community.
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RECOGNIZING ASIAN AMERICAN
SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICES CEN-
TER (AASCSC) IN HONOR OF
ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 28, 2020

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month to recognize Asian American Senior
Citizens Services Center (AASCSC) and their
invaluable contribution to the community they
serve.

The Asian American Senior Citizens Service
Center (AASCSC) is a non-profit organization
founded in 1989 that follows the philosophy of
“caring for elders as if they were our own.”
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The Orange County service center office of
AASCSC was established in 1991. Their mis-
sion is to dedicate their time to raising aware-
ness of the needs of the Asian American el-
ders, providing assistance by accessing es-
sential health care and social services, and
promoting a dignified living in the community.

AASCSC is a leader in service and advo-
cacy for the elderly who are determined to
provide thorough direct services, policy advo-
cacy, and capacity building for the Asian Pa-
cific American community. For over 30 years,
AASCSC has been an essential resource to
ensure the most vulnerable, low-income sen-
iors receive access and equity to quality social
and health programs and services. With their
bilingual staff and volunteers, AASCSC works
to serve and empower their diverse aging
community.

These challenging times have impacted
AASCSC’s vulnerable and high-risk senior cit-
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izen community beyond the prevalent public
health threat, such as difficulties in obtaining
basic needs like toilet paper and food, reduc-
tion of income or ability to run their busi-
nesses, and an increase in xenophobia to-
wards the Asian American community.

Despite these hardships, AASCSC con-
tinues to provide exceptional service and care
to their communities by continuing the work to-
wards the 2020 Census, coordinating pack-
aging and distribution of food and basic ne-
cessities to thousands of vulnerable seniors,
and collaborating and supporting other non-
profit organizations with the mission to provide
resources to vulnerable families during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

| ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the dedicated service of the Asian
American Senior Citizens Services Center in
honor of Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month.
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