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Soviet Union. January 20 marks the 30th anni-
versary of this tragic day in the history of
Azerbaijan, which is seen as its rebirth as an
independent country.

26,000 Soviet troops attacked Baku, the
capital city of Azerbaijan, and its surrounding
areas on the night of January 20, 1990. This
vicious invasion is fixed in Azerbaijan’s na-
tional history and is remembered in the hearts
of its people as “Black January” In the Soviet
brutality, more than 145 innocent civilians
died, around 800 people were injured, and
hundreds were arrested.

The Soviet crackdown was meant to smoth-
er the independence movement in Azerbaijan
which was gaining momentum at the time. It
proved to be a futile attempt to prop up the
rule of the Communist Party, and really the
whole Soviet Union. In fact, it had the opposite
effect, further inflaming the independence
movement and strengthening other such
movements throughout the former Soviet
Union.

Following the events of Black January, pop-
ular sentiment drove Azerbaijan to break away
from the Soviet Union and declare independ-
ence. On August 30, 1991, Azerbaijan’s Par-
liament adopted the Declaration on the Res-
toration of the State Independence of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan, and on October 18, 1991,
the Constitutional Act on the State Independ-
ence of the Republic of Azerbaijan was ap-
proved.

Azerbaijan began to receive international
recognition of its newfound independence in
November 1991, and shortly thereafter the
United States became one of the first nations
to recognize the country, establishing diplo-
matic relations on February 28, 1992. Today,
cooperation between the U.S. and Azerbaijan
has blossomed to include a broad range of
issues, particularly energy development and
security, and we share many common inter-
ests and goals for the region.

| urge my colleagues to join me and the Az-
erbaijani people as they remember the events
of Black January and celebrate that brutality
cannot stifle the thirst for freedom.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MR. TAECHIN “TC” KIM

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | stand
today to honor the life and legacy of Mr.
Taechin “TC” Kim, who passed away on De-
cember 29, 2019, at the age of 72. Mr. Kim
was a key leader of the prayer community and
prayer movement in the Pikes Peak region. As
a former Korean businessman, TC dedicated
his life as a prayer missionary to seeking au-
thentic transformation of our city and nation.
TC was a naturalized American citizen who
cherished the Biblical, founding principles of
our nation and lived an exemplary life as a
true patriot. As the National Facilitator of
Transform USA, he had a profound impact on
Colorado Springs and beyond by organizing
two weekly public prayer gatherings and con-
stantly promoting outstanding Christian citizen-
ship. Colorado’s 5th Congressional District is
truly blessed by TC’s believing and living 2
Chronicles 7:14, “if My people who are called
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by My name will humble themselves, and pray
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked
ways, then | will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.”

TC Kim was born in 1947 in the city of
Taegu, South Korea. He graduated from
Yonsei University, Seoul with a BA in Busi-
ness and received his MBA from the Univer-
sity of La Verne in Southern California. His
professional career includes nearly 30 years
as: General Manager, Samsung Trading Com-
pany; Vice President, NCH Corporation; and
Asian Pacific Operations Sales Director, Otis
Elevator Company/United Technologies. In
2000, he transitioned into service with a global
non-profit organization Eron/Loving Concern
as a missionary, providing medical supplies to
South America and Africa before moving to
Colorado Springs in 2007.

In 2007, TC was commissioned by several
national and global ministry leaders at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C. to serve
as the National Facilitator of Transform USA.
Soon after, TC and his wife, Soonae, moved
to Colorado Springs where he began to con-
nect with local pastors, ministry leaders, ev-
eryday people of faith, as well as many across
the nation for the purpose of relationship, sup-
port and collaboration towards transforming
America together. In the summer of 2007, TC
launched a weekly Wednesday morning pray-
er meeting which continues to this day. He
also began a monthly national conference call
to provide a networking platform for servant
leaders to share about their regional/national
ministry of serving others which also continues
into 2020.

At both the weekly local prayer meeting as
well as the monthly national conference calls,
TC always encouraged and inspired people of
faith to be the positive change makers in the
spheres of business, education, public service,
media, arts/entertainment and religion. In
2014, TC was granted space in Colorado
Springs’ City Hall to launch a weekly Friday
evening meeting to pray for our city. Through-
out TC’s years in Colorado Springs, he always
looked for opportunities to serve the needs of
our community. He also convened several
special Transform USA gatherings in our re-
gion including the 2011 D-Day Prayer and the
2018 Transform USA Summit. TC continued to
“fight the good fight” even after he was diag-
nosed with stage four cancer in 2015, and
“finished the race” at the end of 2019.

TC Kim lived a transformed life through lov-
ing and honoring all those around him both as
a global businessman and missionary and
both a local and national ministry leader. He
represented Christian virtues well and many in
our region, nation, and around the world have
been blessed by his service. The Pikes Peak
Region and beyond will continue to thrive
through the lives he impacted. TC is survived
by his wife Soonae, sons Andrew and Sean,
their wives, and five grandchildren. Madam
Speaker, it is my distinct honor to remember
the life and legacy of Mr. Taechin “TC” Kim.

January 16, 2020

RECOGNIZING COUNCILMAN
GERARD JIMENEZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Councilman Gerard Ji-
menez.

Mr. Jimenez was a dedicated public servant
who served Floresville, Texas as a Council-
man for almost two decades. He retired from
Kelly Air Force Base and later went on to
study Business Administration at Texas Tech
University.

Born and raised in Floresville, Councilman
Jimenez had a great sense of humor and cap-
tured the essence of being an enlightened
public servant for Floresville, who pushed for
the advancement of the city. He was a be-
loved and loving husband, father, grandfather,
friend, and community leader. His life was
dedicated to the best interests of his commu-
nity and family. He shared in the vision of eco-
nomic advances and took strides to help main-
tain the growth of the city.

Mr. Jimenez passed away on January 6,
2020. He is survived by his wife Sylvia Leal Ji-
menez, and four children; Gerard Scott Ji-
menez and wife Serena, Christopher Michael
Jimenez and wife Ashley, Jade Jimenez, and
Jewel Jimenez; and his siblings Samuel, Alice,
Ruby, and Giloria Jimenez. He is preceded in
death by his late parents, Samuel and Mary
Ann Jimenez.

Gerard will be remembered as a dedicated
citizen of his community, an admirable public
servant, and a close friend. The city of
Floresville will declare November 8th as Ge-
rard Jimenez Day, forever cementing his
memory and service into the community he
dedicated his life to serving.

Madam Speaker, | thank Councilman Ge-
rard Jimenez for the many contributions to the
City of Floresville, and express my deep ap-
preciation for his dedication to the progress of
the city.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND
OPENING OF THE HALAL ME-
TROPOLIS EXHIBITION OPENING

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the opening of the Halal
Metropolis exhibition at the Stamelos Gallery
Center. Halal Metropolis celebrates our di-
verse Muslim population in Detroit, one of the
largest and most diverse Muslim populations
in the nation, and will facilitate a greater sense
of understanding, unity, and respect for our
Muslim neighbors statewide.

Halal Metroplis is a traveling exhibition by
artist Osman Khan, photographer Razi Jafri,
and historian Sally Howell. The exhibition
showcases the Muslim community and ex-
plores the Muslim narrative, a significant and
important voice in our state’s diverse identity.
The exhibition will examine the facts, fictions,
and imaginaries of Muslim populations and will
adapt as it travels through different socio-polit-
ical contexts and gallery spaces across the
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state. In the Stamelos Gallery Center, the ex-
hibition will particularly highlight the role that
food, fashion, and holiday celebration have
played in augmenting Muslim visibility in the
region.

Halal Metropolis represents our community’s
desire to come together to challenge assump-
tions and celebrate the qualities that make us
unique. Specifically structured to provoke con-
versation, the exhibition will be a conduit for
change. Halal Metropolis will increase visibility
for Muslims, lead to a greater understanding
of their cultures, and generate a new appre-
ciation for their role in our state’s vibrant his-
tory.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me today in celebrating the opening of Halal
Metropolis at the Stamelos Gallery Center.
The valuable exhibition will offer a unique way
to appreciate our Muslim community’s impor-
tant contributions to our state and recognize
its deeply-rooted history.

———

HONORING F. ANTHONY KEATING
FOR HIS 24 YEARS OF SERVICE
AS CIVILIAN AIDE TO THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE ARMY ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Anthony Keating for his 24
years of service to our community as Civilian
Aide to the Secretary of the Army for the
Northern New York region.

The Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the
Army is an unpaid volunteer who advises and
supports the Secretary of the Army on issues
affecting his or her region. For the past 24
years, Anthony Keating has been advising
Army Secretaries on the local issues affecting
Fort Drum and the surrounding active service
and veteran communities in the North Country.
Mr. Keating combines his local knowledge with
his nine years of active duty service to the
Army when advising the secretary on policy
decisions. Although he is retiring from the po-
sition specifically covering Northern New York,
Mr. Keating is not finished serving the region,
as he will remain on as Civilian Aide Emeritus
for all of New York State.

His deep knowledge of the community,
which includes Fort Drum, and his decades of
experience have made him an invaluable
asset to Secretary of the Army, Ryan McCar-
thy and his predecessors. On behalf of New
York’s 21st District, | would like to thank Mr.
Keating for his service and wish him well in
this new chapter in his life.

——

ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. WADE
HON. RON ESTES

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, today | ad-
dress the first and most fundamental right
guaranteed to every individual—the right to
life.

Next week marks the 47th anniversary since
the tragic ruling in Roe v. Wade. In that time,
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more than 60 million lives have been lost to
abortion.

That's 60 million babies who were never
given the chance to fulfill their potential as a
future doctor, farmer, artist, or maybe Member
of Congress.

Last year, | helped support efforts by the
Trump administration to update Title X guide-
lines so that tax dollars for family planning
services don’t go to abortion providers.

This year we have built on our pro-life ef-
forts by introducing the Down Syndrome Dis-
crimination by Abortion Prohibition Act to pro-
tect the most vulnerable of the unborn.

We have accomplished great victories for
life over the past three years, however we
know there is more to be done.

That's why | want to thank the hundreds of
thousands of Americans from Kansas and
throughout our country who will be convening
in Washington next week to stand for life.

We know that research has proven what
pro-life Kansans have already known—that is
life is precious and it begins at conception.

As a dad of three and a Kansan, | stand in
support of fellow Kansans and Americans who
are a voice for the voiceless.

————

RECOGNIZING THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF CITY OF HOPE IN NEW-
PORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA

HON. HARLEY ROUDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, |, along with
Representatives GILBERT R. CISNEROS, JR., J.
Luis CORREA, MIKE LEVIN, ALAN LOWENTHAL,
KATIE PORTER, and LINDA T. SANCHEZ, rise to
recognize the grand opening of City of Hope
in Newport Beach, California. This is City of
Hope’s first Orange County location and it will
make a tremendous impact in enhancing the
lives of residents by providing highly special-
ized care and pioneering cancer research
closer to home. City of Hope is a National
Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive
Cancer Center. Each year, more than 100 mil-
lion people worldwide benefit from scientific
and clinical discoveries made at City of Hope.
For the first time, Orange County residents will
have local access to City of Hope’s network of
world-renowned  cancer specialists and
groundbreaking treatments.

With the opening of City of Hope’s Newport
Beach location, the organization, which has
been named by U.S. News & World Report as
the top-ranked cancer hospital in California,
fulfills its promise of providing lifesaving treat-
ments to Orange County and launches a new
era in cancer care. City of Hope is also devel-
oping a comprehensive cancer campus in
Irvine, California.

City of Hope was founded more than a cen-
tury ago to address a pressing medical need.
Its arrival in Orange County also answers the
call of a community where nearly 20 percent
of cancer patients have needed to leave the
area for advanced cancer care. City of Hope
is bringing the latest in personalized therapies,
highly specialized physicians, and nationally
recognized compassionate care to our local
community, which will positively impact patient
healing.

We ask that all Members join us in recog-
nizing the extraordinary work and contributions
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of City of Hope and their efforts to eradicate
cancer and bring tomorrow’s discoveries to the
people who need them today, in Orange
County and around the world.

CONGRATULATING STEVEN H.
PERDUE FOR RECEIVING THE
2019 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
AWARD

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize Steven H. Perdue for re-
ceiving the 2019 Distinguished Service Award
from Traverse Connect. Through his excep-
tional leadership and steadfast devotion to his
community, Steve has become an indispen-
sable part of Northern Michigan.

Since 1929, the Distinguished Service
Award has been given to leaders who have
had a tremendously positive impact on the
Traverse City area. Through his decades of
service to his community, Steve has shown
himself to be more than deserving of this
honor. Founded in 1974, Grand Traverse In-
dustries (GTI) provides comprehensive serv-
ices for those with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. As President and CEO of
GTI, Steven has led these efforts since 1980.
His exceptional work has helped thousands of
persons with disabilities in the Grand Traverse
Area find meaningful employment.

Steve’s selflessness has been previously
recognized on multiple occasions, for instance
receiving the 2007 Sara Hardy Humanitarian
of the Year Award from the City of Traverse
City. Outside of his work at GTI, Steve has
served in a variety of leadership roles in the
Idaho Special Olympics, the Idaho and Michi-
gan State Trade Associations, the TC Area
Chamber of Commerce, the Small Business
Council, and the Traverse Bay Economic De-
velopment Corporation. He also serves on the
Board of SourceAmerica, a national nonprofit
that creates job opportunities for those with
disabilities. The impact of Steve’s work on the
people of Michigan cannot be overstated.

Madam Speaker, it's my honor to congratu-
late Steven H. Perdue for receiving the 2019
Distinguished Service Award. Michiganders
can take great pride in knowing the First Dis-
trict is home to such a selfless leader. On be-
half of my constituents, | wish Steve all the
best in his future endeavors.

———
HONORING  FIREFIGHTER  LAW-
RENCE LAVALLEY FOR HIS

FIFTY YEARS OF ACTIVE SERV-
ICE WITH THE BANGOR VOLUN-
TEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and recognize Firefighter Law-
rence LaValley for his fifty years of active
service with the Bangor Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.
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