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CONGRATULATING NOLAN THRONE
FOR HIS WIN AT CLASS 1A
STATE FINALS FOR WRESTLING
AT THE IHSA STATE TOUR-
NAMENT

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 1, 2020

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Nolan Throne, a senior from
Rockridge High School, who won the lllinois
High School Association’s Class 1A State
Finals Wrestling Tournament in the 145 pound
weight class.

Nolan was in a scoreless bout until the third
period, where he took down his opponent and
secured a victory. As a former athlete, | appre-
ciate the fortitude Nolan displayed to achieve
his dream of being a state champion and com-
mend him for his efforts and attitude. Nolan is
an example of the importance of dedication
and a strong work ethic, and | am proud to
see him represent Taylor Ridge so well
throughout the state with his talent and pas-
sion.

It is because of student leaders such as
Nolan Throne that | am especially proud to
serve lllinois’ 17th Congressional District.
Madam Speaker, | would like to again formally
congratulate Nolan Throne on his Class 1A
State Finals title in Wrestling.

——

THE 72ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
STATE OF ISRAEL

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 1, 2020

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to include in the RECORD a statement
from Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman, founder and
spiritual leader of Temple Lev Tikvah in Vir-
ginia Beach, and the representative of the
Jewish Community at the City of Chesa-
peake’s civic occasions.

As the State of Israel celebrates its 72nd
anniversary in its eighth decade, we miss the
prophetic voice and heroic presence of Amos
Oz (1939-2018), one of Israel’s premier authors
whose books were translated into forty-four
languages. His life mirrored the history of
the reborn Jewish state out of the monu-
mental Holocaust that consumed a third of
the Jewish people. He was the very embodi-
ment of an inspiring Israel and its acknowl-
edged representative to the world, with for-
eign leaders seeking his perspective on
events involving Israel. He fought in both
the 1967 and 1973 wars.

Oz was honored with significant inter-
national literary awards, though the Nobel
Prize somehow eluded him while being a pe-
rennial nominee. He served as Professor of
Hebrew Literature at Ben-Gurion University
in Be’er-Sheva though he was courted by Je-
rusalem’s Hebrew University from which he
graduated. Oz was a great humanist and a
distinguished member of the Israel Move-
ment for Reform and Progressive Judaism.
He was born in Jerusalem during the British
Mandate to Fania and Dr. Arye Klausner, a
gifted linguist of sixteen languages. They
immigrated to then-Palestine from Eastern
Europe. Oz’s great-uncle was Professor Yosef
Klausner, the Hebrew University’s renowned
scholar of the Second Temple period.
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Following Fania’s suicide at age thirty-
eight, Oz opted at age fifteen to leave his Je-
rusalem home by himself and move to Kib-
butz Hulda where he changed his surname
Klausner to the Hebrew Oz which connotes
courage. It befitted the kibbutz’s pioneering
Labor ideology and its break with the Euro-
pean experience to which his parents were
attached, particularly its culture. It was a
turning point for Oz who was raised on Zeev
Jabotinsky’s Revisionist ideology of mani-
fest Jewish power. He consequently began
identifying with the ‘“‘new Jew” finding ful-
fillment in returning to till the ancient
homeland, in contrast to the perceived Dias-
pora Jew represented in his own family.

There is an intriguing early religious chap-
ter in the author’s life attending an Ortho-
dox elementary school while his family was
secular and even anti-religious. He was ex-
posed to working class students who re-
garded him as an outsider, a rejection he
later experienced in the kibbutz. His second-
grade teacher, who deeply impacted him, was
the famous poetess Zelda, whom Oz described
as his first love.

In his book, A Tale of Love and Darkness,
Oz recalled the dramatic vote at the United
Nations on November 29, 1947 to partition
Palestine into Jewish and Arab states, which
the Arabs refused to accept. His father, Arye,
was moved to tears lying next to him in bed
telling Amos that he would never be exposed
to anti-Semitic attacks the way he and
Grandpa Alexander were in Poland with
their pants forcibly removed by hooligan
students at his high school. Oz witnessed the
unforgettable night of the critical vote with
his neighborhood gathering to listen to the
one available radio. His family’s small apart-
ment was home to about twenty people dur-
ing the 1948 War in Jerusalem, all enduring
hardship with some losing dear ones.

Oz, an iconic Israeli figure, was a peace ac-
tivist and a ardent supporter of a two-state
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
regarding it as vital to Israel’s best interests
politically as well as ethically, no less than
“‘a matter of life and death for the State of
Israel” that must retain a Jewish and demo-
cratic identity. He feared for Israel’s future
internally as well as externally, regarding
Judaism’s genius in its Biblical prophets’ hu-
manistic ideals and moral sensitivity to-
wards society’s weak and disenfranchised. Oz
advocated the curbing of the establishment’s
raw power ‘‘to cause pain.” He was gravely
concerned for the growing conflict between
those advocating for strict Orthodox Jewish
law (Halacha) and the great majority opting
to preserve democracy.

He lauded secular Israel’s significant and
multiple accomplishments in revitalizing the
Hebrew language and culture, establishing a
flourishing modern Jewish state recognized
as the world’s start-up nation with such
humble beginnings and acute security con-
cerns. Oz’s sharp arrows were aimed not only
at the political Right but also at Israel’s So-
cialist founders for failing to acknowledge
the full tapestry of the Jewish heritage, with
patronizing treatment of the Mizrachi and
Sephardic Jews who had a moderate ap-
proach toward religion and diversity. He be-
moaned the worldwide rise of dangerous fa-
naticism of Islamic fundamentalism, anti-
Semitism, Islamophobia, white supremacy,
racism, and xenophobia.

Amos Oz, the secular prophet of pain and
promise, doom and deliverance, concludes
his last book, Dear Zealots, with whom he
sought dialogue, on a stirring message of
both searing pessimism and consoling opti-
mism, ‘I am extremely fearful for the future
.. . But I like being Israeli. I like being a
citizen of a country where there are eight
and a half million prime ministers, eight and
a half million prophets, eight and a half mil-
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lion messiahs. Each of us has our own per-
sonal formula for redemption, or at least for
a solution . . . What I have seen here in my
lifetime is far less, yet also far more, than
what my parents and their parents ever
dreamed of.”

Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman is founder and
spiritual leader of Temple Lev Tikvah (Heart
of Hope) in Virginia Beach. It meets at The
Church of the Holy Apostles, the only
world’s community of both Episcopalians
and Roman Catholic. He was born in Chu,
Kazakhstan (USSR) in 1945 to Polish Holo-
caust survivors. He and his family lived
among Jewish refugees in Poland, Austria
and Germany, prior to moving to Israel in
1949. He is a member of the Virginia Beach
Human Rights Commission.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT CAMERON
McCORD

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 1, 2020

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate Lieutenant
Cameron McCord for his faithful service to our
country as an esteemed member of the
Navy’s Office of Legislative Affairs in the U.S.
House of Representatives. In this capacity,
Lieutenant McCord facilitated interaction be-
tween the Department of the Navy and Mem-
bers of the U.S. House of Representatives.
These engagements included, but were not
limited to, formal responses to congressional
inquiries, counsel to Members and staff, and
execution of congressional and staff delega-
tions. These interactions were pivotal in pro-
viding Members and staff a greater under-
standing of the issues facing our Navy and its
sailors.

| am particularly proud to note that Lieuten-
ant McCord planned and executed CODEL
Panetta to the U.S. Africa Command area of
responsibility to examine aspects of U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Force and partner nation oper-
ations in North and West Africa. He coordi-
nated and facilitated movement across six
countries and three continents for seven indi-
viduals. | am forever grateful for his leader-
ship, persistence, and support of CODEL Pa-
netta.

Lieutenant McCord’s distinguished career
began after commissioning in the U.S. Navy
from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. His first assignment was in Charles-
ton, SC, where he entered the Nuclear Power
School and Nuclear Power Training Unit. After
completing the Submarine Officer Basic
Course in Groton, CT, McCord reported to the
USS Helena (SSN 725) in 2015, where he
served as the Chemistry and Radiological
Controls Assistant, Information Technology Of-
ficer, Antiterrorism Officer, and the Assistant
Weapons Officer. McCord stood both Junior
Officer of the Deck and Officer of the Deck on
a dynamic EUCOM deployment from 2016 to
2017, completing multiple missions vital to na-
tional security.

McCord holds a Navy Commendation
Medal, two Navy Achievement Medals, and
has served on a team onboard USS Helena
that has earned two Navy “E” Ribbons,
amongst other personal and unit awards.

Madam Speaker, | commend and thank
Lieutenant Cameron McCord on his service to
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the United States of America, the House of
Representatives, and my office. | wish him all
the best in his future endeavors. | ask that my
colleagues join me in recognizing him today.

HONORING LONG-TERM AND
SKILLED NURSING EMPLOYEES
AS IOWANS OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 1, 2020

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, our elder
Americans are among the highest risk for
COVID-19. During this outbreak, our seniors
need the continued support from their commu-
nities.

That is why | rise today to ask the House of
Representatives to join me in recognizing the
dedicated employees of lowa’s 444 long-term
and skilled nursing facilities as they face new
and unforeseen challenges in providing care
for their patients and residents.

Social distancing is not an option for these
health care workers. Every day, these essen-
tial workers show up at work, receive their
screenings at the door, and suit up in their
protective equipment—often homemade—so
they can continue to serve and provide the
same level of care for their residents—our par-
ents, grandparents, our family, friends, and
beloved community leaders. They show up de-
spite the lack of personal protective equipment
and show great ingenuity as they find new
ways to protect their patients and themselves.
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Daily, they are working to protect our most
vulnerable lowans.

Employees at skilled nursing facilities have
very difficult jobs. They carry the responsibility
of caring for our loved ones as they face the
uncertain challenges of aging. They bathe,
dress, feed, engage—and love—their resi-
dents to keep them happy and healthy. Ad-
ministrators and their assistants balance tight
budgets and shuffle schedules to accommo-
date severe staffing shortages. Chefs and
cooks create menus with quality meals to ac-
commodate many dietary restrictions and daily
needs to ensure our seniors are leading
healthy lives. All these difficult tasks are only
compounded by the stress of added protective
measures and coping with the anxieties that
come as a result of the crisis we now find our-
selves in.

| am grateful for the strength and resiliency
that our workers in long-term and skilled nurs-
ing facilities have shown during this crisis.
While we are not able to visit our loved ones
in these facilities, we can rest assured they
are continuing to receive quality attention and
care during this time. So today, I'm asking my
colleagues here in the House to join me in
honoring the remarkable employees who are
keeping our long-term and skilled nursing fa-
cilities in lowa up and running in the face of
unprecedented challenges.
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RECOGNIZING ARYAN ARORA FOR
HIS WIN IN IMPROMPTU SPEAK-
ING AT THE IHSA INDIVIDUAL
EVENTS STATE TOURNAMENT

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 1, 2020

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Aryan Arora for his win in Im-
promptu Speaking at the IHSA Individual
Events State Tournament. Aryan is the sev-
enth state speech champion from Rockford
Public Schools and the first since 1963.

Aryan is a senior at Auburn High School in
Rockford, lllinois. Students at the state tour-
nament had just eight minutes to prepare con-
tent on a given topic and then deliver a mean-
ingful, organized and impactful speech. Aryan
is a member of the Rockford Public Schools
Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council,
Auburn High School’s Debate Club, and the
Community Foundation of Northern lllinois’ In
Youth We Trust Council. He was also named
a commended student by the 2020 National
Merit Scholarship Program. | commend Aryan
for his hard work and dedication to public
speaking and to both his school and commu-
nity.

It is because of student leaders such as
Aryan that | am especially proud to serve llli-
nois’ 17th Congressional District. Madam
Speaker, | would like to again formally con-
gratulate Aryan Arora on his win in Impromptu
Speaking at the IHSA Individual Events State
Tournament.
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