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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
PHYLLIS LYON 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the beautiful life and legacy 
of a dear friend, Phyllis Lyon, who passed 
away peacefully on April 9, 2020 at the age of 
95. Phyllis Lyon was an icon of San Francisco 
and a trailblazer in the fight for civil rights, who 
dedicated her entire life to advancing equality 
for the LGBTQ community. Her passing is a 
profound official loss for the countless San 
Franciscans whose lives she touched and a 
deep personal loss for her many friends and 
loved ones. 

Phyllis, along with her late wife Del Martin, 
was a pioneer in the fight for LGBTQ equality. 
In their kitchen, in 1955, they created the 
Daughters of Bilitis, the first national lesbian 
rights organization. Through their skillful advo-
cacy and Phyllis’s brilliant writing, they helped 
lesbians and all LGBTQ Americans unite in 
solidarity and, in the process, helped develop 
the foundation on which the entire LGBTQ 
equality movement was built. 

Phyllis was a tireless force for progress. As 
a journalist and community organizer, she 
fought relentlessly to decriminalize homosex-
uality, promote women’s health and end em-
ployment discrimination in San Francisco. In 
all her endeavors, Phyllis’s voice and exper-
tise were instrumental in bringing our nation 
closer to its founding promise of justice and 
equality for all. 

In 1979, the Lyon-Martin Health Services, 
named in honor of Phyllis and Del, was cre-
ated to provide LGBTQ women access to 
quality, comprehensive health care, free from 
fear, stigma or discrimination. In its four dec-
ades of service to the Bay Area community, 
the Lyon-Martin Health Services has become 
an essential lifeline for countless women and 
their families, regardless of who they are or 
whom they love. As a model for community- 
based care, it is a fitting tribute to Phyllis’s leg-
acy of service and commitment to lifting up all 
vulnerable communities. 

Phyllis and Del’s passion, dedication and vi-
sion were an inspiration to me and to genera-
tions of leaders, activists and public servants. 
In 1995, I was honored to appoint Phyllis to 
the White House Conference on Aging where 
she advocated powerfully to ensure that the 
needs of the most vulnerable were heard at 
the decision-making table. It was a privilege to 
speak of Phyllis and Del’s beautiful commit-
ment to each other on the Floor of the House 
during the debate of the so-called Defense of 
Marriage Act and, again, last year, as the 
House passed the landmark Equality Act to fi-
nally end LGBTQ discrimination once and for 
all. 

All those who were blessed to know Phyllis 
and Del remember the extraordinary love that 
they had for each other and the great joy we 

felt watching them becoming the first same- 
sex marriage recognized in San Francisco. As 
we mourn the loss of our dear Phyllis, we find 
peace in knowing that she and Del are to-
gether again. May it be a comfort to their 
daughter Kendra, Phyllis’s sister Patricia, 
grandchildren Lorri and Kevin and her entire 
family that so many mourn their loss and pray 
for them at this sad time. 
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AMERICA’S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
DURING COVID–19 

HON. CHRISSY HOULAHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker, Ameri-
cans have a proud history of global leader-
ship, of coalition building, and of pushing the 
boundaries of technological advancement. 
These values are now being put to the test as 
we face the novel coronavirus, an invisible 
threat that will not be overcome quickly. 

There is no successful way through this cri-
sis without a global effort, one in which we 
build a coalition of our allies, share informa-
tion, work in tandem with the World Health Or-
ganization, and contribute to and benefit from 
international organizations who are on the 
frontlines of fighting this deadly disease. It 
goes without saying that cutting funding to the 
WHO at this time is not only naı̈ve but also 
presents a threat to the American people 
down the road as we determine how to safely 
return to normalcy and avoid a second or third 
spike. 

This is not to suggest we blindly trust other 
nations—it’s been made clear the Chinese 
Government has misled the world about its 
cases and, early on, spread misinformation 
about the virus’ transmission. China must be 
held accountable for its actions but taking a 
harsh isolationist stance at this current mo-
ment, when tens of thousands of Americans 
are dying, is irresponsible. A global pandemic 
requires a global solution, and we must act 
deliberately in convening our international al-
lies and partners to develop a coherent testing 
strategy and mitigation plan as quickly as pos-
sible. 

We have talked at length about the eco-
nomic impact of this crisis. It’s important to re-
member that our economy is a global one, 
and if we refuse to cooperate with the larger 
global community, our economy will continue 
to suffer. 

Put plainly, I am urging the Administration 
and Congress to reach across oceans and re- 
enter the international conversation about the 
COVID–19 epidemic. As a Member of the For-
eign Affairs Committee, I will be seeking the 
advice of medical, scientific, and development 
experts from around the world so that we can 
create a plan of action that stops the spread 
of this deadly virus. 

We’re in this together whether we like it or 
not. So, we may as well start acting like it. 

AMERICA’S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
DURING COVID–19 

HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, as our country 
and world confront the unprecedented chal-
lenge of the COVID–19 pandemic, some say, 
as a reason or excuse, that we should turn in-
ward away from the rest of our world and to 
our own affairs. 

But neither can nor should we disengage. 
Instead, I join many of my colleagues and our 
fellow citizens in stating clearly that there has 
never been a better time or greater need to 
embrace an across-the-board renewal of 
America’s global leadership. 

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres recently warned that COVID–19 
poses the greatest challenge for our world 
since the Second World War. As this pan-
demic claims lives and cripples health care 
systems across the world, it also leaves in its 
wake the specter of a global recession without 
parallel in recent memory that will claim count-
less millions of jobs and livelihoods. The im-
pacts of this pandemic will last years if not 
decades, and we will return to a world dras-
tically changed. 

This comparison of our present crisis to the 
Second World War reminds us of the extraor-
dinary sacrifices Americans made then and 
must make now. Yet, just as the greatest gen-
eration fought to liberate Europe and the Pa-
cific, so too must we commit to fighting this 
virus wherever it may emerge. The successors 
of American factories that assembled tanks 
and planes over 75 years ago must now build 
ventilators and medical supplies, not for our-
selves alone but for any nation who shares 
our fight against this pandemic. 

We are also reminded that the greatest gen-
eration, faced with a global economy ruined by 
war, chose not to celebrate victory in splendid 
isolation but did what no country had ever 
done before. That generation of Americans led 
the way in creating the United Nations and re-
building the economies of friend and foe alike 
through the Marshall Plan, the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund. No one 
can deny the spirit of generosity and good will 
that motivated those actions, but it was also 
the practical self-interest of acknowledging 
that our own future lay in international engage-
ment. Americans learned from the war that 
freedom, prosperity and peace go hand in 
hand and that, if we want to secure those 
blessings, we need to lead on the global 
stage. 

Today, those lessons still ring true. We 
know that a virus from one part of the world 
can swiftly spread, that a fragile state poses 
security challenges beyond its borders and 
that a slowdown in one economy can affect 
the entire global supply chain. So long as this 
pandemic persists in one country, we all are at 
risk, from a public health, economic, social, 
environmental and every other perspective. 
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That is why Congress appropriated almost 

two billion dollars for international assistance 
across two emergency relief measures. Our 
Department of State and USAID have pledged 
almost $500 million, with more on the way. 
American businesses, philanthropies and non- 
governmental organizations are contributing 
their assistance as well wherever possible. 

These are important first steps, but our 
country can and must do more to lead a glob-
al effort against this pandemic. We must co-
ordinate pathways for assistance from devel-
oped to developing countries to enhance the 
capacity of their health care systems to com-
bat future waves of this pandemic. We must 
lead the way in bringing together the best and 
brightest around the world in fully under-
standing this virus and developing a vaccine. 
We must forge a path towards global eco-
nomic recovery, restoring old supply chains 
and creating new ones, and leading our world 
economy to be stronger, more resilient and 
more just than it was before this crisis. Above 
all, we must lead in repairing the frayed fabric 
of global order, restoring trust in and commit-
ment to our shared institutions among all 
countries. 

Seventy-five years after the Second World 
War, let us recall the courage and sacrifice of 
the greatest generation. Let us find the reali-
ties and opportunities in this crippling pan-
demic and recommit ourselves and the United 
States to global leadership and to the values 
of freedom, prosperity and peace at home and 
abroad. And as we do so and overcome this 
pandemic, let us, the Americans of this age, 
with our bravery, generosity and greatness of 
spirit, prove to be as celebrated an example 
as that greatest generation to Americans of fu-
ture eras. 
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AMERICA’S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
DURING COVID–19 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, the 
COVID–19 pandemic we face today has made 
it abundantly clear how truly connected to one 
another we all are and how widely our con-
nections span the globe. This pandemic is the 
greatest global challenge we have faced since 
World War II and cooperation has never been 
more important. 

As Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee for Europe, Eurasia, Energy 
and the Environment, it has been one of my 
top priorities to strengthen and support our 
transatlantic alliance. Together, the United 
States and our friends and allies in Europe 
have worked side by side to tackle challenges 
while advancing democratic values. Through 
our NATO alliance and as members of multi-
lateral institutions like the United Nations and 
the World Health Organization, we have con-
sistently worked together to maximize our re-
sources to address shared security threats. 

Now as we face the COVID–19 pandemic, 
our cooperation today is more important than 
ever. Although it has caused many to look in-
ward and focus on those in our own commu-
nities, it is critical to remember that the threat 
from COVID–19 will not end once we have 
flattened the curve here at home. If we fail to 

rally support and resources for countries strug-
gling with COVID–19 abroad, especially devel-
oping countries and countries marred by con-
flict, we risk this disease once again finding its 
way to our shores. Beyond the disease itself, 
we will face threats from the security and eco-
nomic conditions COVID–19 is already leaving 
in its wake including famine, a global reces-
sion, and heightened instability and the extre-
mism that often follows it. 

However, we must also remember that we 
don’t have to go it alone and that in fact we 
are stronger in meeting our shared challenges 
when we work together. We can learn from 
each other to better understand the pathology 
of COVID–19 and how we may ultimately 
begin safely reopening our economies. We 
can share resources to ensure all of our med-
ical and health personnel have access to per-
sonal protective equipment, ventilators and 
other medical devices, and eventually to vac-
cines as well. We can work together to de-
bunk myths and combat disinformation so our 
communities are not misled by malign actors. 
Our NATO alliance is already working to co-
ordinate these kinds of assistance and we 
must build on these successes to be most ef-
fective in ending this pandemic for good. 

We are capable of meeting this challenge if 
we do so together, and for that, American 
leadership is crucial. We have seen American 
leadership raise critical resources to fight 
pandemics in the past and improve the effec-
tiveness of multilateral institutions like the 
World Health Organization. If we cede this 
leadership role, we relinquish our ability to 
shape a safer, more secure future for all 
Americans, their families and friends overseas, 
and the myriad business and educational op-
portunities they have created together to grow 
the global economy and connect so many 
communities all around the world. Only to-
gether with our friends and partners, can we 
rise to meet this unprecedented challenge so 
that we may soon reunite with our loved ones, 
safely reopen our economies, and return to 
the lives we once knew. 
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AMERICA’S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
DURING COVID–19 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, as a doctor, 
I’m proud that the United States has been a 
leader in global health. Around the world, mil-
lions of people are healthier and more safe 
because of the efforts of the United States. 
Through smart and strategic investments in 
the State Department and USAID, we have 
led the international fight against diseases like 
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. We 
should all be proud of the far-reaching impact 
of our global health, development and humani-
tarian assistance programs. 

Several decades of leadership and invest-
ment in global health have not only saved the 
lives of people across the world, but have 
proved vital to protecting the health, security, 
and economic interests of Americans within 
our own borders. In our interconnected world, 
it can take 36 hours for a virus to travel from 
a remote village to all six continents. The 
sooner we act to contain a public health emer-

gency abroad, the safer our citizens are back 
home. 

The urgent need to contain the COVID–19 
pandemic and protect our constituents has re-
inforced the importance of contributing to glob-
al health challenges abroad. Since originating 
in China in December 2019, the virus has 
quickly spread to 170 countries and has now 
reached over 200,000 deaths worldwide. 

The United States has been hit particularly 
hard. With over 50,000 reported deaths, the 
pandemic is putting significant strain on our 
first responders and health systems. States 
are beginning to make the difficult decision 
whether to lift stay-at-home orders in hopes of 
jumpstarting the economy. 

But no matter how successful we are in 
fighting the pandemic here at home, we will 
never defeat it unless other parts of the world 
are equipped to prevent outbreaks from occur-
ring in the first place and to contain them 
when they do occur. Left unaddressed glob-
ally, COVID–19 will find its way back to the 
U.S. 

Before the virus hit the U.S., the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
warned that a staggering 70 percent of coun-
tries were underprepared to prevent, detect, 
and respond to a public health emergency. 
Many nations, particularly in the developing 
world, aren’t equipped to deal with COVID–19 
or future pandemics. Far too many countries 
suffer from weak health systems, with chal-
lenges such as unsafe water and inadequate 
sanitation tools to lack of health centers alto-
gether. 

Other nations are reeling from years of con-
flict, natural disasters or other humanitarian 
conflicts, doing their best to support inad-
equate health systems already operating well 
below capacity. COVID–19 does not recognize 
borders. It doesn’t know the difference be-
tween someone back in my district and one of 
the over 65 million forcibly displaced persons 
in the world. 

The secondary economic and food short-
ages have hit us hard here in the U.S. and we 
in Congress are doing our best to address 
them. The predictions for the future around the 
world are bleak—the World Food Program re-
cently estimated that by the end of 2020 the 
number of people around the world who are 
starving could double, reaching 265 million 
people. 

All these risk factors around the world only 
increase the likelihood of this virus reemerging 
at our doorstep. They also leave us exposed 
to future public health threats. Now, more than 
ever, the U.S. must continue to lead on global 
health. As Congress works towards additional 
funding and response efforts to fight this glob-
al pandemic, it’s critical that our actions in-
clude funding to fight COVID–19 around the 
world. 

Decades of U.S. global leadership in foreign 
assistance has shown us that smart and stra-
tegic investments are critical to protecting the 
homeland. Our efforts have defended the 
safety of our nation and saved countless lives. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in calling for 
the prioritizing of a U.S.-led global response to 
combatting coronavirus. If we don’t keep one 
eye abroad, we unnecessarily leave our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors at risk. 
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