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During 2019 state legislative sessions alone,
more than 300 anti-abortion bills were intro-
duced, and 58 restrictions were enacted—
nearly half of which were abortion bans.

Right now, six states are pushing for anti-
abortion constitutional amendments.

There are five states in the nation that al-
ready have only one abortion provider.

This President has packed the courts in un-
precedented and extraordinary ways.

Nearly 200 Trump-appointed judges now oc-
cupy lifetime positions on the federal bench,
many with extreme records hostile to repro-
ductive health and rights, and are poised to
make decisions about our reproductive rights
and health for a generation.

And these fights go beyond abortion.

The administration’s domestic gag rule
forced Planned Parenthood and other health
care providers out of Title X, the nation’s only
program dedicated to affordable birth control
and other reproductive health care.

The move jeopardized health care for Title
X’s four million patients, 40 percent of whom
received care at Planned Parenthood health
centers prior to the rule.

Last month, the administration approved
Texas’ request to implement a Medicaid family
planning program that bars patients from ac-
cessing care at Planned Parenthood.

When Texas first barred Planned Parent-
hood from serving patients, nearly 40 percent
fewer women got the health care they needed.

This sets a dangerous precedent for other
states, which could now pursue similar state-
level measures with grim consequences for
health care access nationwide.

Madam Speaker, this is not what the Amer-
ican people want.

Support for abortion access is at an all-time
high; nearly 80 percent of Americans do not
want to see Roe v. Wade overturned.

There is no state in the nation where mak-
ing abortion illegal is popular.

The American people want more access to
health care, not less, and it is more critical
than ever to see through this inflammatory
misinformation campaign.

Madam Speaker, the right to make deci-
sions about reproductive health care, including
abortion, is central to individual equality.

The right enables a person to decide if,
when, and how to start and grow their family.

It enables people to pursue and advance in
their education and employment, and to be full
and equal participants in society.

Laws that restrict reproductive freedom, in-
cluding restrictions on abortion and birth con-
trol, perpetuate harmful stereotypes about
gender roles and undermine gender equality.

Courts, federal law, and the public have
long connected reproductive freedom with
equality.

Reproductive freedom is central to women’s
equality, for as the Supreme Court said in
Planned Parenthood v. Casey, “The ability of
women to participate equally in the economic
and social life of the Nation has been facili-
tated by their ability to control their reproduc-
tive lives.”

Americans understand this connection and it
is reflected in a January 2019 national poll
showing 71 percent of voters agree—48 per-
cent agree strongly—that equal rights for
women includes access to reproductive health
care.
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ALEXA CLAUSSEN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alexa
Claussen for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Alexa Claussen is a student at Wheat Ridge
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alexa
Claussen is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alexa Claussen for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

—

PROTECTING AMERICAN LUNGS
AND REVERSING THE YOUTH TO-
BACCO EPIDEMIC ACT (H.R. 2339)

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 2339, the Protecting American
Lungs and Reversing the Youth Tobacco Epi-
demic Act.

After years of declining smoking rates in the
United States, the introduction of e-cigarettes
has caused an alarming uptick in the rate of
smoking, particularly amongst younger Ameri-
cans. According to the U.S. Surgeon General,
more than 5.3 million middle school and high
school students used e-cigarettes in 2019, an
alarming increase of more than 3 million in
two years.

H.R. 2339 offers a comprehensive approach
for how we can reverse the youth vaping epi-
demic by banning promotion and advertising
targeted at kids, taxing e-cigarettes the same
way we tax other forms of tobacco, and ban-
ning online sales of most tobacco products.
More specifically, this bill fulfills the promise
that the Trump Administration failed to follow
through with by banning all flavors for e-ciga-
rettes and e-liquids for devices that use open-
tank systems.

While | support the overall bill, | maintain
some concerns with certain provisions within
the legislation. Specifically, | am concerned
with the effects this flavor ban may have for
older Americans that use pipe tobacco and/or
hookah. Some of my constituents who have
been using the same flavored tobacco for
pipes or hookah for decades should not be
forced to give up their flavor of preference, es-
pecially when statistics indicate that younger
Americans are not prone to use these prod-
ucts.

Although | have these various concerns, |
am still eager to take on “Big Nicotine” and
support the passage of H.R. 2339 to curb
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youth tobacco usage. | look forward to fixing
any issues my colleagues and | may have
when this bill goes to conference with the
Senate.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
vote for Protecting American Lungs and Re-
versing the Youth Tobacco Epidemic Act.

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM ‘“BILL”
FLOYD ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Ms. PINGREE. Madam Speaker, | am proud
to recognize a visionary social justice advo-
cate and leader in my state who is retiring
after several decades of working to improve
the lives of his fellow citizens.

William (“Bill”) Floyd trained as a social
worker, held leadership roles in state govern-
ment, and worked for over three decades to
develop housing and provide services for indi-
viduals with disabilities, people with very low
income, and those experiencing homeless-
ness. His advocacy on behalf of marginalized
Mainers is legendary, and in 2015, Bill re-
ceived the Joseph Brannigan Community Ex-
cellence Award in recognition of his work to
address the housing and support needs of in-
dividuals with mental iliness.

His commitment to volunteerism is exempli-
fied by leading and serving on myriad boards,
including Mobius, Inc., the Maine Association
of Nonprofits, the Northern New England
Housing Investment Fund, and the Community
Development Advisory Council for the Federal
Reserve Bank of Boston. Prior to becoming
the Executive Director of the Genesis Fund in
2007, he also served six years on their Board
of Directors.

The Genesis Fund, a Certified Community
Development Financial Institution, provides in-
novative financing to create affordable housing
and community facilities for underserved peo-
ple and communities. Under Bill Floyd’s lead-
ership, both their assets and loan portfolio
have grown by over 600 percent, and they
have extended their reach by providing tech-
nical assistance to nonprofit organizations
across Maine seeking state, federal, and pri-
vate funding opportunities.

Bill Floyd’'s leadership at the Genesis Fund
has resulted in resources for some of Maine’s
most vulnerable citizens, including single par-
ents and their children, low-income working
families, the elderly, homeless individuals and
families, and people with disabilities. Bill
knows that the impact of affordable housing
on individuals and families is profound and
leads to better health, improved student per-
formance, better job opportunities, and in-
creased financial stability and personal secu-
rity. Further, it transforms entire communities.

Bill Floyd has spent his professional life en-
suring that no one in our society be written off.
His public service to struggling individuals,
families, and communities across Maine has
left a legacy, and for that | thank him whole-
heartedly and wish him all the best in his re-
tirement.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JON
MYERS

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Jon Myers for his dedicated service
to Whitley County, Indiana. Hoosiers in my
hometown of Columbia City and throughout
Whitley County owe a great debt of gratitude
to Jon for ushering our region into a more
prosperous future, and we wish him the very
best as he retires from his post as president
of Whitley County Economic Development
Corporation (EDC).

Under Jon’s leadership, the Whitley County
EDC has flourished. As of 2019, Whitley
County has higher homeownership, a higher
workforce participation rate, more people with
health insurance, and fewer residents in pov-
erty than compared to the national average.
The opportunity and prosperity Whitley County
enjoy today is due in no small part to Jon’s
leadership.

Jon’s career is distinguished, defined by his
active role in the broader northeast Indiana
community. Prior to serving on Mitch Daniels’
campaign for governor in 2004, Myers helped
establish the law firm of Myers and
Hockemeyer and held a senior role with Lin-
coln Life. In 2005, Jon became manager of
the Indiana EDC office in Fort Wayne, where,
in the years thereafter, determined to address
problems facing Whitley County.

He has worked tirelessly to ensure those liv-
ing in the region have good jobs, can support
their families and have the best quality of life.
Although he will no longer lead the Whitley
County EDC, his legacy will endure, and his
commitment to the community and state will
serve as a proud example for others in the
years to come.

ARAYA HANSELIN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Araya
Hanselin for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Araya Hanselin is a student at Oberon Mid-
dle School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Araya
Hanselin is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Araya Hanselin for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. MULLIN. Madam Speaker, | was not
present March 5, 2020 on account of family
reasons.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 87; YEA on Roll Call No.
88; YEA on Roll Call No. 89; and NAY on Roll
Call No. 90.

———

HONORING COBYS FAMILY
SERVICES 40TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and thank COBYS Family
Services for their 40th Anniversary in service
to our community.

Originally founded as Church of the Breth-
ren Youth Services (COBYS) by the Atlantic
Northeast District of the Church of the Breth-
ren in 1980 as a teen foster care program,
their organization has grown to offer a number
of services including: foster care, adoption,
counseling and family life education services
to children, adults and families throughout the
region.

Last year alone, COBYS assisted 300 fami-
lies with adoption services, provided 6,000
hours of therapy to clients, and educated over
1,500 children, youth and adults in their Fam-
ily Life workshops and programs. These pro-
grams fulfill their mission, which is: Motivated
by Christian faith, COBYS Family Services
educates, supports, and empowers children
and adults to reach their full potential.

The staff of COBYS Family Services have
made and continue to make an incredible
positive impact on the communities which |
represent. | thank and congratulate them on
their 40th Anniversary and look forward to
seeing their great work continue in the next 40
years and beyond.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH
BIRTHDAY OF ROBERT JOSEPH
RENIE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise to recognize the 90th birthday of Robert
Joseph Renie.

Mr. Renie was born on April 9, 1930 in
Centration, Missouri to Joseph Patrick and
Norene Renie. He had one sister, Lura Ann.

Mr. Renie attended the University of Mis-
souri and served in the United States Air
Force in the early 1950s.

On June 9, 1956, he married Joan Hall and
was blessed with two children: Tamara and
Robin. He also has two grandchildren.

Mr. Renie worked in the insurance business
from the late 1950s to 1980 in the Detroit
area.
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In 2012, Joan passed away. On November
23, 2013, He married Barbara Armstrong
Golden and inherited two children: Tonya and
Kimberly and five grandchildren.

Mr. Renie is an avid golfer. In 1999, he
moved to Opelika, Alabama and is active in
Trinity United Methodist Church. He also be-
came active with the Kiwanis Club of Auburn,
Alabama joining in 2002. He served as Presi-
dent 2005 to 2006 and Lt. Gov from 2008 to
2009. Mr. Renie was awarded a Hixon from
Kiwanis Club in 2013.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Renie, his contributions and dedica-
tion to the Kiwanis Club and wishing him a
very happy 90th birthday.

ANEISHA MORRIS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Aneisha Mor-
ris for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Serv-
ice Ambassadors for Youth award.

Aneisha Morris is a student at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Aneisha
Morris is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Aneisha Morris for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

RECOGNIZING DIRECTOR CELIA
GOULD

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 9, 2020

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize my friend and now an Eastern
Idaho Agriculture Hall of Fame inductee, Di-
rector Celia Gould.

Director Celia Gould was born into farming
and ranching and has dedicated her life to this
important industry. As a the third-generation
owner/operator of G+ Ranches, she raises
Black Angus, Angus-Wagyu, wheat, corn, and
hay. In addition to her farming and ranching
operations, she has volunteered herself as an
advocate and friend to the famer.

For nearly three decades Gould has been in
public service, serving her community in sev-
eral influential roles.

Gould served 16 years in the Idaho House
of Representatives before being appointed in
2007 to her current position as the first female
to fill the role of ldaho State Department of
Agriculture Director. Gould’s contribution the
Idaho’s Agriculture Industry are immeasurable
and appreciated by all of us who are fortunate
to associate with her.
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