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Temple Annex for more than 50 years. But he 
also served his country, including four years in 
the United States Air Force, and 26 years with 
the United States Treasury and Internal Rev-
enue Service. 

Madam Speaker, those who knew Bishop 
Fields will always remember him as a teacher, 
mentor, preacher, worshipper, kind-hearted, 
and above all, a good man. He will be deeply 
missed by the Bronx and Mount Vernon com-
munities in which he lived and served for so 
many years. My deepest condolences go out 
to his family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT MOORE AS 
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it 
is my honor to recognize a local veteran from 
my district, Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Moore, as my Feb-
ruary Constituent of the Month. February is 
Black History Month, and it is only fitting to 
recognize Moore’s patriotism and persever-
ance in celebration. Robert Moore is one of 
the nation’s first black men to serve in the Ma-
rine Corps and last surviving Montford Point 
Marine. 

During a time of extreme division, Robert 
Moore knew he had a calling to serve. As one 
of the nation’s first black men to join the Ma-
rine Corps, he trained in all-white segregated 
base camps. Not only did he face racism and 
discrimination during his training, but he and 
the other black Marines also struggled with a 
lack of opportunity and ignorance towards 
their war-heroism. Yet he persisted, and in 
2011 at the request of then-Marine Com-
mandant James F. Amos, President Barack 
Obama authorized the award of the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to all Montford Point Ma-
rines, including Robert Moore. 

I launched a Constituent of the Month pro-
gram to recognize individuals who have gone 
above and beyond to make our region and our 
country a stronger place for everyone to live 
and thrive. Moore is an exemplary model of 
perseverance, courage and honor. I thank him 
for being an esteemed resident of California’s 
49th district, and I am honored to represent 
him. 

f 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK AND THE 
PRESIDENT’S BUDGET 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 862: 2020 Public 
Schools Week. 

I was disgusted when President Trump re-
ferred to ‘‘failing government schools,’’ during 
his State of the Union Address. 

President Trump is wrong. 
First of all, we call them public schools. 
Today there are more than 50 million kids 

educated in public schools. Ensuring that our 
nation’s kids are receiving the education they 
deserve no matter their ability, race, wealth, 
language, country or origin or needs. 

As a former public school teacher, I know 
firsthand public schools play for students fu-
tures and the future of our country. 

Yet, this administration continues to put 
public schools under threat. 

And now the President plans to divert $5 
million away from public schools to private 
school voucher programs, as well as turn 
funding for Every Student Succeeds Act into a 
block grant program. 

We must continue to support our public 
schools and those that attend them this week 
and every week. 

f 

HONORING KATHERINE JOHNSON 

HON. KENDRA S. HORN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma. 
Madam Speaker, today I rise to honor the leg-
acy of Mrs. Katherine Johnson, a beloved 
American hero who passed away on February 
24, 2020, at 101 years old. Mrs. Johnson was 
an African American pioneer in aeronautical 
mathematics and was one of the original ‘‘Hid-
den Figures’’ behind NASA’s work. Her mathe-
matical work was critical to our nation’s first 
moon landing and it is with great sadness that 
we mourn the loss of this extraordinary 
woman. We must never forget Mrs. Johnson’s 
extraordinary accomplishments, and, we must 
ensure that her legacy will continue to live on 
and inspire generations of scientists, mathe-
maticians, and engineers. 

Born in 1918 in West Virginia during the era 
of Jim Crow, Katherine Johnson faced many 
challenges during her lifetime. In the face of 
adversity, Katherine became one of only three 
African American students to attend West Vir-
ginia’s graduate schools. After graduating from 
West Virginia State College, she planned to 
dedicate her career to teaching at a public 
school in Virginia. As we now know, life took 
this woman in a very different direction. 

In 1953, Mrs. Johnson accepted a job as a 
‘‘computer’’ at the National Advisory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics (NACA), where she 
checked her superior’s math to ensure accu-
racy for NACA, which would later become 
NASA. After only two weeks of work, she be-
came a permanent mathematician for NASA 
and spent the next four years of her life ana-
lyzing flight tests. In 1958, Mrs. Johnson went 
on to work on trajectory analysis for America’s 
first human spaceflight, Freedom 7 Mission. 
Just two years later, she accomplished what 
no woman had—she coauthored equations 
depicting orbital spaceflight and the landing 
positions of spacecraft. 

While Mrs. Johnson’s work was not given 
fair recognition at the time, her calculations 
were critical to bridging the gap between the 
United States and the Soviet Union in the 
Space Race and completing the first success-
ful manned lunar landing. 

We must not forget the pioneering work of 
women like Katherine Johnson. Last year, I 
was proud to work with my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to pass legislation awarding 
the Congressional Gold Medal to Katherine 
Johnson and all of the ‘‘Hidden Figures’’ 
women who made NASA’s work possible. Dur-
ing her lifetime, Katherine Johnson also re-
ceived the Presidential Medal of Freedom 

from President Obama in 2015 for her 
groundbreaking work. As Chairwoman of the 
House Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating the life and legacy of Mrs. Kath-
erine Johnson as an American trailblazer in 
mathematics and engineering who ultimately 
shaped space history in the United States and 
globally. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF 
ROBERT WADE SHIREY 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the life of Robert 
Wade Shirey, who passed from this life after 
a prolonged battle with heart disease. 

Bob was born on December 11, 1934 in 
Pennsylvania to Ophie and Raymond Shirey. 
Shortly after graduating high school, and want-
ing to serve his country, Bob joined the Marine 
Corps. Over the course of his tenure in the 
United States Marines Bob was stationed in 
San Diego, San Francisco, Twentynine Palms, 
and Okinawa, Japan. It was during his time in 
the Marine Corps that he met his wife Geor-
gia, with whom he has three children, Ray-
mond, Robert, and Renee. Bob was honorably 
discharged from the Marines on October 15, 
1963 and shortly thereafter he went to work 
for GTE Corp. Over the next several years 
Bob would graduate from college with a de-
gree in management and spend countless 
hours volunteering with the Lions Club, the 
Kiwanis Club, and Little League Baseball. 

I would like to extend my personal condo-
lences to Bob’s wife Georgia, his three kids, 
and his seven grandchildren. It is people like 
Bob who exemplify what it means to be an 
American. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to be on the House floor on February 26, 
2020, because my flight from Oregon was 
canceled. If I had been present, I would have 
voted in favor of H.R. 4852, the G.I. and Vet-
erans Education Empowerment Act, and H.R. 
2490, to amend the National Trails System Act 
to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a study on the feasibility of designating 
the Chief Standing Bear National Historic Trail, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE EVERETT 
HIGH SCHOOL RIFLE TEAM 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, it is my honor to congratulate the Everett 
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High School Rifle Team on their victories as 
the 2020 PIAA 3 Position Smallbore Rifle 
Champions, Air Rifle Champions, and Prone 
Champions. 

The top four shooters, as well as one alter-
nate in Smallbore and Air Rifle, were selected 
to compete in the statewide competition 
hosted by the Meyersdale Rifle Team. The 3 
Position Smallbore and Air Rifle teams were 
declared state champions after the weekend- 
long event. This is the fourth consecutive state 
championship title for 3 Position Smallbore 
and the second consecutive state champion-
ship Air Rifle Title. 

The 2020 Everett High School Rifle Team 
consists of 19 athletes from Everett Area 
School District and Bedford Area School Dis-
trict, including: Boyd Becker, Jesse Chamber-
lain, Travis Kendall, Allison Klavuhn, Joseph 
Kovach, Deegan Ramsey, Abigale Rose, 
Claudia Sigel, Evan Sigel, Abby Walters, 
Rylee Weaverling, Morgan White, CJ 
Humbertson, Emily Kendall, Layni Miller, Ava 
Penatzer, Matthew Semanek, Sam Sheppard, 
and Gracie Walters. 

The students were coached by Coltin Rice, 
Ethan Cessna, Lynn Whetstone, George 
Kuhne, Denver Deremer, Dave Eppinger, Ken 
Ritchey, Cindy Ritchey, Mark Donahoe, Dan 
Klavuhn, and Angie Klavuhn. 

On behalf of the 13th District of Pennsyl-
vania, I congratulate these students and their 
coaches on a successful season and wish 
them every continued success. 

f 

COMMEMORATING LEE COUNTY’S 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of Lee County, Kentucky’s 115th 
county established on March I, 1870. 

Nestled in Kentucky’s Appalachian region, 
legendary explorers like Dr. Thomas Walker 
and Daniel Boone are among the first re-
corded frontiersman in Lee County and the 
Three Forks area, a land rich with beautiful 
hillsides and streams serving as an undis-
turbed habitat for wildlife and premier hunting. 
Some of the earliest successful industries 
were birthed from natural resources on the 
land, including pine tar, saltpeter, coal mining, 
and oil and timber operations, connecting this 
small Appalachian community to the U.S. 
Navy, the Great Lakes and the nation’s energy 
grid. For many years, the Three Forks Region 
served as an economic hub in Eastern Ken-
tucky with access to the Kentucky River and 
railroads to transport timber, coal and oil. 

Utilizing former coalfields and the Daniel 
Boone National Forest, which covers much of 
the region, Lee County offers premier territory 
for the tourism industry. In fact, the Beattyville 
Coal Seam will soon serve as a starting point 
for challenging hiking and mountain biking 
trails, leading visitors and residents through a 
beautiful autumn canopy and the unique lime-
stone cliffs that draw countless rock climbers 
from around the world. 

Among all of the resources in Lee County’s 
150-year history, the very best resource has 
been local residents. The people of Lee Coun-

ty have proven to be resilient and loyal, inno-
vative and resourceful, exhibiting the enduring 
compassion and charm that draws visitors to 
our unique corner of the world. Over the last 
two decades, volunteers from across the 
county have dedicated time and energy to the 
Eastern Kentucky PRIDE organization, en-
hancing the environment and restoring the 
beauty of our hillsides and streams. Likewise, 
through joint local, state and federal efforts, 
we have been able to expand access to clean 
water and sanitary sewer for residents and 
businesses over the last 40 years, paving the 
way for new industry and job creation. Since 
2003, countless volunteers have partnered 
with Operation UNITE to combat the deadly 
drug abuse epidemic in Eastern Kentucky, 
promoting prevention in our schools and con-
necting families to critical recovery resources 
and support. Through SOAR—Shaping Our 
Appalachian Region, we continue to work to-
gether toward innovative solutions to diversify 
our economy, expand access to high-per-
forming broadband in every community, and 
pave a brighter future for upcoming genera-
tions. 

Finally, any time I think of Lee County, I’m 
reminded that it is the homeplace of highly re-
spected war heroes, like the late retired Army 
Major General Charles Beach, Junior, as well 
as outstanding individuals, like Will Smith, my 
former Chief of Staff and Staff Director on the 
House Appropriations Committee, who served 
as my long-time advisor. Many sons and 
daughters of Lee County have risen up among 
the ranks to help lead this great Nation and 
I’m confident that the same will be true over 
the next century. Being mindful of the chal-
lenges and successes that have written the 
story of Lee County’s past, I am certain that 
the best days are ahead, and I join the entire 
community in this 150-year celebration. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT SAMUEL 
J. HARRIS 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 28, 2020 

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the memory of Lieutenant Samuel 
J. Harris, who was born Christmas Eve, 1896 
in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania to a veteran of 
the US Civil War. When Samuel J. Harris was 
first called away to service, he was enrolled at 
Dickenson College. 

In 1916, he served as a member of the 
Pennsylvania National Guard on the U.S. 
Army’s Pancho Villa Expedition in Mexico. 
Shortly after Harris returned home in 1917, the 
United States entered the First World War. 
Harris then enlisted as a private, this time in 
the 112th Infantry Regiment. Already a ser-
geant during training, Harris was selected for 
Officer Candidate School and was commis-
sioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army, 
his unit becoming part of the 28th Infantry Di-
vision. 

Serving in France, the regiment saw combat 
during the crucial Second Battle of the Marine 
and fought with great distinction throughout 
the war. Unlike his fellow veterans who re-
turned to civilian life after the end of the first 
World War, Harris returned to Europe. 

In 1918 the new Lithuanian Republic had to 
defend itself against a collection of the czarist, 

Bolshevik, German and Polish forces all trying 
to suppress the new nation. The many Lithua-
nian-American organizations of the era began 
to raise funds to send recently returned vet-
erans to defend the newly liberated nation. 
Some 10,000 U.S. veterans eventually went to 
aid their ancestral homeland. 

Despite not being of Lithuanian ancestry, 
but perhaps inspired by President Wilson’s 
bold view of freedom and self-determination 
for the nations, Harris again volunteered. In 
1919 as part of the Lithuanian American Bri-
gade, First Lieutenant Samuel J. Harris left 
home for the final time to assist Lithuania to 
defend her newly declared independence. 

The first officer of his unit to arrive in Lith-
uania, Harris was active by the late autumn of 
1919 and had led the attack against the 
Bermanite’s Iron Division during its retreat 
from the Baltic Republics. His death occurred 
on February 24, 1920 during a Communist-in-
stigated mutiny of young officers in Kaunas. 
The only member of his Brigade to lose his life 
in the attack, Lieutenant Harris was initially 
laid to rest in the nearby Kaunas Evangelical 
Lutheran Cemetery during a funeral with full 
Lithuanian military honors. 

He was posthumously awarded the Cross of 
Vytis, the Lithuanian nation’s highest decora-
tion for bravery. 

In 1923, a street in the Aleksotas District of 
Kaunas was named after Lieutenant Harris. 
The street name was changed in 1946 by So-
viet authorities but was reinstated in 1993. 
Lieutenant Harris’s body was later transported 
to the United States and reburied at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

The verse on the marble monument over his 
grave bears a Vytis over the inscription: 
‘‘Erected by the Lithuanians and sons and 
daughters of Lithuanians in America and dedi-
cated in loving memory of Lieutenant Samuel 
J. Harris who died fighting for the freedom of 
Lithuania.’’ 

Let us never forget individuals like Lieuten-
ant Harris who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice so that the light of liberty throughout the 
world continues to shine brightly. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam Speak-
er, I was unavoidably detained during votes on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 71—H.R. 35; YEA on Roll Call No. 72— 
H.R. 4852; and YEA on Roll Call No. 73— 
H.R. 2490. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREGORY F. MURPHY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 28, 2020 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I apologize but I was unavoidably 
detained during the final passage vote. Had I 
been present, I would have voted NAY on Roll 
Call No. 78. 
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