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the Magnet Schools Assistance Program. | am
committed to continuing to fight for strong sup-
ports and funding for public schools and pro-
grams with a track record of success, so that
every school in my district and around the
country has resources needed to mirror the
accomplishments achieved at Thomas Edison
Middle School.

Every school in America has the potential to
be a school of distinction—we just need to
prioritize education.

Again, | congratulate the Thomas Edison
Middle School community for this award and
honor.

BAKU POGROMS

HON. ANDY LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam Speaker, |
rise, as the representative of a large and vi-
brant community of Armenian-Americans in
southeast Michigan, in remembrance of the
Baku pogroms.

During these tragic events 30 years ago, Ar-
menians faced unthinkable horrors. Press re-
ports describe Armenians tossed out of their
homes, their possessions thrown into bonfires.
Others were killed by mobs.

As we condemn this violence and remember
those who were lost, we must also look for-
ward and reaffirm our commitment to the Ar-
menian people.

Last year, | was proud to be an original co-
sponsor of and to cast my vote for the resolu-
tion that finally recognized the Armenian
Genocide. Our vote affirms that there is no
question about what happened to the Arme-
nian people, and that we will never forget it.

| was also proud to support funding for aid
to Artsakh, including support for critical
demining projects. | am committed to con-
tinuing that support and working to secure the
safety and wellbeing of the Armenian people.

| stand with the Armenian-American commu-
nity of Michigan’s 9th District and across the
nation, as they honor those lost during the
Baku pogroms. Armenian-Americans have
champions and friends in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to be on the House floor on February 26,
2020, because my flight from Oregon was
canceled. If | had been present, | would have
voted in favor of H.R. 35, the Emmett Till
Antilynching Act.

| am a cosponsor of H.R. 35, legislation to
make lynching a federal hate crime. This bill is
named in memory of Emmett Till, a fourteen-
year-old African American child from Chicago
who was brutally tortured and murdered in
1955 by two white men during a trip to visit
family in Mississippi. An all-white jury delib-
erated for less than an hour before finding the
men not guilty of Til's murder. Emmett is one
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of thousands of African American children,
men, and women who have been lynched in
this country in the past four centuries. Our
country’s historical acceptance of lynching is
appalling, and by passing this bill Congress
took an important step in recognizing lynching
for what it is—a hate crime. For hundreds of
years people have escaped convictions and
justice has been denied. This legislation can-
not and will not undo those unspeakable
crimes, but it is an important step in reckoning
with our nation’s history. | am grateful for Rep.
RusH’s leadership in advancing this bill, and |
urge the Senate to quickly pass the bill so it
can become law.

——————

COMMEMORATING THE VICTIMS
OF THE SUMGAIT AND BAKU PO-
GROMS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the 32nd anniversary of the pogrom
against the Armenian residents of the town of
Sumgait, Azerbaijan. On February 27, 1988,
and for three days following, Azerbaijani mobs
assaulted and killed Armenians. The violence
left hundreds of Armenian civilians dead and
injured, women and girls were raped, and
some victims were burned alive. Thousands
were forced to flee their homes, leaving be-
hind their belongings.

Two years later, it is estimated that only
40,000 of the 250,000 Armenian residents of
Baku remained in Azerbaijan. On January 13,
1990, organized Azerbaijani mobs turned on
those remaining, many of them elderly or dis-
abled, and killed hundreds and injured many
more.

The pogroms came as a direct result of
years of vicious, racist anti-Armenian propa-
ganda by Azerbaijani authorities, dehuman-
izing the Armenian residents of Azerbaijan and
laying the groundwork for mass violence. Az-
erbaijani authorities made little effort to punish
those responsible, instead attempting to cover
up the atrocities and denying the government
role in instigating the attacks.

The pogroms accomplished their purpose in
displacing the entire Armenian community
from their homes in Azerbaijan, but in the dec-
ades since, Azerbaijani authorities have con-
tinued to fan the flames of ethnic hatred, using
it as a tool to distract their populace from the
corrupt and repressive regime in Baku. The
anniversary of Sumgait is a reminder of the
consequences when aggression and hatred
grow unchecked.

Madam Speaker, in less than two months
we will mark the 105th Anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide, an event the Turkish gov-
ernment, Azerbaijan’s closest ally, goes to
great lengths to deny. We must not let such
crimes against humanity go unrecognized,
whether they occurred yesterday or 30 years
ago or 100 years ago. Today, let us pause to
remember the victims of the atrocities of
Sumgait and Baku pogroms. It is our moral
obligation to condemn crimes of hatred and to
remember the victims, in hope that history will
not be repeated.
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO AU-
THORIZE THE SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO COL-
LECT OVERPAYMENT OF SPE-
CIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING AS-
SISTANCE

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs’ Specially Adapted
Housing (SAH) program offers grants to assist
veterans with service-connected disabilities
with the purchase, construction, or modifica-
tion of their homes to meet their unique
needs.

The SAH program provides for an increased
quality of life by allowing veterans to live inde-
pendently in their homes. Unfortunately, there
have been cases where veterans have been
unsatisfied with the quality of work provided.
Currently, VA does not have the explicit au-
thority to recover SAH funds even if it deter-
mines there has been substandard work.

To address this situation, my bill authorizes
the Department of Veterans Affairs to deter-
mine whether SAH overpayments have oc-
curred as a result of a breach of contract and
to recover such funds in the same manner as
any other debt due to the United States. To
prevent any financial burden for veterans and
their families who receive an overpayment
through no fault of their own, the bill requires
VA to waive the overpayment.

My legislation will allow for more account-
ability and discourage individuals from breach-
ing SAH contract.

———

HONORING BISHOP WILLIAM
GEORGE FIELDS

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise to honor a leader in our
community whom we recently lost, Bishop Wil-
liam George Fields of Refugee Temple Annex
in the Bronx.

Bishop Fields was a native New Yorker,
born on June 16, 1932 in Harlem Hospital. He
attended New York University and later re-
ceived a Doctor of Divinity Degree from the
Universal Bible Institute. In 1959 Bishop Fields
married Mother Bertha Lee Fields, and from
their union they were blessed with 3 children,
Bishop William Michael, Bertram Brett, and E.
Beth Chism. They also had 4 wonderful grand-
children, Michael Aaron, Shekinah, Amon and
Bethany, and 2 beautiful great-grandchildren,
Zion and Katie.

Bishop Fields was first ordained and ap-
pointed Pastor of Refugee Temple Annex in
1961. In 1975, he was consecrated Bishop.
Bishop Fields also held several other positions
in ministry, including serving as chairman and
member of many convention committees, in-
structor at the Church of Christ Bible Institute,
and treasurer of the Board of Bishops. He also
served faithfully for many years on the 47th
Precinct Clergy Coalition in the Bronx.

A dedicated, kind, and mild tempered lead-
er, Bishop Fields served as pastor of Refuge
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Temple Annex for more than 50 years. But he
also served his country, including four years in
the United States Air Force, and 26 years with
the United States Treasury and Internal Rev-
enue Service.

Madam Speaker, those who knew Bishop
Fields will always remember him as a teacher,
mentor, preacher, worshipper, kind-hearted,
and above all, a good man. He will be deeply
missed by the Bronx and Mount Vernon com-
munities in which he lived and served for so
many years. My deepest condolences go out
to his family.

————

RECOGNIZING ROBERT MOORE AS
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH

HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it
is my honor to recognize a local veteran from
my district, Robert “Bob” Moore, as my Feb-
ruary Constituent of the Month. February is
Black History Month, and it is only fitting to
recognize Moore’s patriotism and persever-
ance in celebration. Robert Moore is one of
the nation’s first black men to serve in the Ma-
rine Corps and last surviving Montford Point
Marine.

During a time of extreme division, Robert
Moore knew he had a calling to serve. As one
of the nation’s first black men to join the Ma-
rine Corps, he trained in all-white segregated
base camps. Not only did he face racism and
discrimination during his training, but he and
the other black Marines also struggled with a
lack of opportunity and ignorance towards
their war-heroism. Yet he persisted, and in
2011 at the request of then-Marine Com-
mandant James F. Amos, President Barack
Obama authorized the award of the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to all Montford Point Ma-
rines, including Robert Moore.

| launched a Constituent of the Month pro-
gram to recognize individuals who have gone
above and beyond to make our region and our
country a stronger place for everyone to live
and thrive. Moore is an exemplary model of
perseverance, courage and honor. | thank him
for being an esteemed resident of California’s
49th district, and | am honored to represent
him.

——————

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK AND THE
PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 862: 2020 Public
Schools Week.

| was disgusted when President Trump re-
ferred to “failing government schools,” during
his State of the Union Address.

President Trump is wrong.

First of all, we call them public schools.

Today there are more than 50 million kids
educated in public schools. Ensuring that our
nation’s kids are receiving the education they
deserve no matter their ability, race, wealth,
language, country or origin or needs.
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As a former public school teacher, | know
firsthand public schools play for students fu-
tures and the future of our country.

Yet, this administration continues to put
public schools under threat.

And now the President plans to divert $5
million away from public schools to private
school voucher programs, as well as turn
funding for Every Student Succeeds Act into a
block grant program.

We must continue to support our public
schools and those that attend them this week
and every week.

HONORING KATHERINE JOHNSON
HON. KENDRA S. HORN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma.
Madam Speaker, today | rise to honor the leg-
acy of Mrs. Katherine Johnson, a beloved
American hero who passed away on February
24, 2020, at 101 years old. Mrs. Johnson was
an African American pioneer in aeronautical
mathematics and was one of the original “Hid-
den Figures” behind NASA’s work. Her mathe-
matical work was critical to our nation’s first
moon landing and it is with great sadness that
we mourn the loss of this extraordinary
woman. We must never forget Mrs. Johnson’s
extraordinary accomplishments, and, we must
ensure that her legacy will continue to live on
and inspire generations of scientists, mathe-
maticians, and engineers.

Born in 1918 in West Virginia during the era
of Jim Crow, Katherine Johnson faced many
challenges during her lifetime. In the face of
adversity, Katherine became one of only three
African American students to attend West Vir-
ginia’s graduate schools. After graduating from
West Virginia State College, she planned to
dedicate her career to teaching at a public
school in Virginia. As we now know, life took
this woman in a very different direction.

In 1953, Mrs. Johnson accepted a job as a
“computer” at the National Advisory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics (NACA), where she
checked her superior's math to ensure accu-
racy for NACA, which would later become
NASA. After only two weeks of work, she be-
came a permanent mathematician for NASA
and spent the next four years of her life ana-
lyzing flight tests. In 1958, Mrs. Johnson went
on to work on trajectory analysis for America’s
first human spaceflight, Freedom 7 Mission.
Just two years later, she accomplished what
no woman had—she coauthored equations
depicting orbital spaceflight and the landing
positions of spacecraft.

While Mrs. Johnson’s work was not given
fair recognition at the time, her calculations
were critical to bridging the gap between the
United States and the Soviet Union in the
Space Race and completing the first success-
ful manned lunar landing.

We must not forget the pioneering work of
women like Katherine Johnson. Last year, |
was proud to work with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to pass legislation awarding
the Congressional Gold Medal to Katherine
Johnson and all of the “Hidden Figures”
women who made NASA’s work possible. Dur-
ing her lifetime, Katherine Johnson also re-
ceived the Presidential Medal of Freedom
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from President Obama in 2015 for her
groundbreaking work. As Chairwoman of the
House Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, | ask my colleagues to join me in
celebrating the life and legacy of Mrs. Kath-
erine Johnson as an American trailblazer in
mathematics and engineering who ultimately
shaped space history in the United States and
globally.

———————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF
ROBERT WADE SHIREY

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the life of Robert
Wade Shirey, who passed from this life after
a prolonged battle with heart disease.

Bob was born on December 11, 1934 in
Pennsylvania to Ophie and Raymond Shirey.
Shortly after graduating high school, and want-
ing to serve his country, Bob joined the Marine
Corps. Over the course of his tenure in the
United States Marines Bob was stationed in
San Diego, San Francisco, Twentynine Palms,
and Okinawa, Japan. It was during his time in
the Marine Corps that he met his wife Geor-
gia, with whom he has three children, Ray-
mond, Robert, and Renee. Bob was honorably
discharged from the Marines on October 15,
1963 and shortly thereafter he went to work
for GTE Corp. Over the next several years
Bob would graduate from college with a de-
gree in management and spend countless
hours volunteering with the Lions Club, the
Kiwanis Club, and Little League Baseball.

| would like to extend my personal condo-
lences to Bob’s wife Georgia, his three kids,
and his seven grandchildren. It is people like
Bob who exemplify what it means to be an
American.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 28, 2020

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to be on the House floor on February 26,
2020, because my flight from Oregon was
canceled. If | had been present, | would have
voted in favor of H.R. 4852, the G.I. and Vet-
erans Education Empowerment Act, and H.R.
2490, to amend the National Trails System Act
to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a study on the feasibility of designating
the Chief Standing Bear National Historic Trail,
and for other purposes.

—

CONGRATULATING THE EVERETT
HIGH SCHOOL RIFLE TEAM

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, it is my honor to congratulate the Everett
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