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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING CARLOS A. PENIN FOR

HIS DEDICATION TO SOUTH
FLORIDA
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 27, 2020

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, in rec-
ognition of his long-standing contributions to
the engineering profession and his dedication
to bettering South Florida, | rise today to
honor my good friend, Mr. Carlos A. Penin.

Born in Holguin, Cuba, Carlos was forced
into exile by the Castro dictatorship with his
mother and three sisters in 1962. They arrived
in Miami, Florida where they rebuilt their lives
in pursuit of the American Dream. Carlos
knew that with hard work and perseverance,
he could turn this dream into a reality. In
1977, he graduated from the University of
Florida with a B.S. in Civil Engineering and
Construction Management. He continued with
his studies and received an M.S. in Environ-
mental and Urban Systems from Florida Inter-
national University in 1982.

After graduation, Carlos remained in South
Florida and worked for several architectural
and engineering firms. He played a key role in
designing and managing major infrastructure
projects, including the Joe Robbie Stadium,
now known as the Hard Rock Stadium. De-
spite his success, Carlos always knew he
wanted to start his own company and give
back to the community that has given so much
to him. In 1989, he took a chance and began
C.A.P. Government, Inc. (CAP), and, in 2019,
CAP celebrated its thirtieth anniversary. Under
his leadership, CAP has provided unparalleled
expertise for government clients who need as-
sistance with building department services.
Presently, they serve over sixty municipalities
and six educational institutions across Florida.

While Carlos’s professional accomplish-
ments are impressive, it would be remiss to
honor him without touching on the love he has
for his three daughters, Monica, Teresa, and
Isabel. His daughters are truly his greatest
treasures, and, with their support, he has be-
come not only a successful businessman, but
also a leader in his community. He has been
actively involved in promoting the importance
of engineering careers through leadership po-
sitions in several organizations. He currently
serves on the Board of Directors for the
Cuban American Association of Civil Engi-
neers (CAACE), and, in fact, is the 2020 re-
cipient of their Plinio Villanueva Award. This
award recognizes his commitment and dedica-
tion to advancing the civil engineering profes-
sion. Further, it acknowledges the difference
that he has made in the lives of so many, and
it is one that he greatly deserves.

Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to call Mr.
Carlos A. Penin a close friend, and to pay trib-
ute to his impressive accomplishments. | ask
my fellow colleagues to join me in recognizing
this remarkable individual.

RECOGNIZING CLAY COUNTY SU-
PERVISOR, MR. SHELTON
DEANES

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2020

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Clay County Super-
visor, Mr. Shelton Deanes, who is being in-
ducted into the West Point Hall of Fame for
his outstanding public service.

Supervisor Deanes was born in West Point,
Mississippi, in 1956. He and his wife, Mrs.
Frances Deanes, are blessed with eight chil-
dren, nine grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren. Supervisor Deanes has always
set an example of faith for his family to follow.
He has been a proud member of Palo Alto
Missionary Baptist Church for over 54 years
and has served his congregation as a Deacon.

Supervisor Deanes was first elected as Clay
County Supervisor in 1991. During his 29-year
career, he has been instrumental in devel-
oping multiple projects for Clay County. His
initiatives included building the Judicial Court
Building, adding more voting precincts to the
county, developing the Una Community Cen-
ter, adding the walking trail and Fun Day, and
paving residential roads.

Supervisor Deanes is a remarkable Mis-
sissippian who has set a shining example for
others to follow. | thank him for his positive im-
pact on his community, and | wish him many
more years of good health.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF DONALD
POLLARD

HON. LAUREN UNDERWOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2020

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Madam Speaker, | rise
to recognize Donald W. Pollard, 1l for his
service in my office in Washington, D.C.

Donald joined our office as a legislative as-
sistant and served as an advisor for my work
on the House Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, in addition to handling a policy portfolio
that included energy, environment, natural re-
sources, judiciary, campaign finance, and
other issues. Among other accomplishments,
he developed and led introduction of the Cli-
mate and Health Protection Act and the Safe
Communities Act. Donald was instrumental in
our office’s work to advance clean energy pol-
icy, protect communities from domestic
threats, and counter gun violence.

Donald’s intellect, diligence, and profes-
sionalism have been invaluable assets as we
worked to establish our legislative operation
from scratch during my first year in office. |
commend his ability to direct a wide policy
portfolio while leading my staff work on the
Committee on Homeland Security. Although

Donald may be leaving our office, our commu-
nity in northern lllinois will continue to benefit
from the results of his hard work and accom-
plishments.

Prior to joining my staff, Donald earned a
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Rich-
mond. He then earned a Master of Public Ad-
ministration from American University while
serving his home-state Senator. | am grateful
he chose to continue his career in public serv-
ice by joining my office. Our team will miss his
expertise, work ethic, sense of humor, and en-
cyclopedic knowledge of Beyoncé.

Madam Speaker, | would like to formally
thank Donald W. Pollard, Il for his service to
my office, to lllinois’s 14th Congressional Dis-
trict, and to our country.

RECOGNIZING THE 28TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KHOJALY MAS-
SACRE

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2020

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, this week
marks the 28th anniversary of the massacre of
hundreds of people in the town of Khojaly in
what was the largest kiling of ethnic Azer-
baijani civilians in the course of the Armenia-
Azerbaijan conflict. Khojaly, which is located in
the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan,
was once home to 7,000 people. Tragically,
on February 26, 1992, Armenian armed forces
massacred over 600 unarmed people—includ-
ing 106 women and 83 children—and left less
than 2,000 survivors. Hundreds more became
disabled due to their injuries. More than one
hundred children lost a parent and 25 children
lost both parents. At least 8 families were
completely killed.

Even though a ceasefire went into effect
over two decades ago, more than 20 percent
of Azerbaijan’s territory, including Nagorno-
Karabakh and seven surrounding districts, re-
main occupied and more than 1 million
Azerbaijanis remain unable to return to their
home villages. Ongoing violence along the line
of contact surrounding occupied Azerbaijani
territory emphasizes the urgency of robust
American participation in the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe’s (OSCE)
Minsk Group as it works toward a peaceful
resolution of the Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict.

Azerbaijan has been a strong partner of the
United States and its allies. This cooperation
has included: playing a leadership role in non-
proliferation issues; providing troops to serve
shoulder-to-shoulder with U.S. forces in
Kosovo, Iraqg, and Afghanistan; allowing transit
of non-lethal equipment used by coalition
forces through Azerbaijan to Afghanistan; con-
struction of the Southern Gas Corridor from
the Caspian Sea to Italy, thereby providing
Europe with an alternative to Russian energy
sources; and supplying 40 percent of Israel’s
oil. Azerbaijan also has a thriving Jewish com-
munity and has outstanding relations with
Israel.
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As Azerbaijanis throughout the world com-
memorate the massacre and continue to
grieve the loss of loved ones, let us commit
ourselves to supporting non-violent efforts to
resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

—

REMEMBERING THE KHOJALY
MASSACRE

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2020

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of the Khojaly Massacre, and to
honor the victims of this horrendous act.

The appalling massacre perpetrated on the
innocent people of Khojaly in February 1992 is
no less shocking 28 years later. One of the
worst atrocities ever committed in the South
Caucasus, justice has still not been delivered
and 150 civilians are still missing.

As we demand respect for human rights and
democratic accountability within the inter-
national community, it is important that we
continue to remember what happened in
Khojaly and bring those responsible to ac-
count.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DONALD
G. STRATTON

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2020

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Mr. Donald G. Stratton,
who passed away on February 15, 2020 after
a lifetime of service to his country. Mr. Stratton
was a dedicated husband of 69 years, a fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grandfather, New York
Times best-selling author, USS Arizona Sur-
vivor, and a champion of the memory for
those who did not make it home.

Mr. Donald Stratton was born July 14, 1922
in Inavale, Nebraska to Robert and Jessie
Stratton. After growing up in Nebraska and
graduating from Red Cloud High School, Don-
ald attended Navy bootcamp in 1940. After
graduation from bootcamp he was given or-
ders to join the USS Arizona in dry dock at the
Navy shipyards in Bremerton, Washington.
Upon completion of her maintenance and ret-
rofit in Washington, the USS Arizona steamed
across the Pacific to join her fleet in Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii in early 1941.

On the morning of December 7, 1941, Sea-
man First Class Stratton was on his way to
visit a shipmate in sick bay when the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Harbor began. He imme-
diately raced to his battle station, winding
through ship spaces and climbing three lad-
ders to reach the Arizona’s sky control plat-
form, where he yelled coordinates to the gun
crews firing at the incoming waves of Japa-
nese bombers. Just minutes after he arrived,
a bomb struck a direct blow to the Arizona hit-
ting the ammunition stores, lifting the 35,000
ton ship out of the water, and sending a fire-
ball hundreds of feet skyward.

Seaman First Class Stratton and his ship-
mates in the director were surrounded by
flames. He and five other sailors were able to
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navigate the burning wreckage and signal for
help. Boatswain’s Mate Second Class Joe
George from the USS Vestal came to their
rescue and saved their lives by repeatedly
throwing a heaving line until the men were
able to secure it and climb seventy feet, hand
over hand, to safety above the inferno that
raged below.

Boatswain’s Mate Second Class Joe
George disobeyed a direct order to cut away
from the Arizona and instead courageously
fought to provide a means of escape for the
sailors. Mr. Stratton credited Joe George for
saving his life that day and petitioned for years
to have his actions recognized. Mr. Stratton
called and wrote numerous letters, ultimately
meeting with President Trump before Joe
George was awarded the Bronze Star with “V”
Device for his heroic actions that day.

Mr. Stratton was medically discharged from
the Navy in 1942 and returned to Nebraska.
Ever the fighter, he decided to reenlist a year
later, deny orders to a stateside posting, and
eventually joined the USS Stack on its way to
the Pacific. He fought in the invasion of the
Philippines, the invasion of Okinawa, and on
patrol missions throughout the Pacific theater.

After returning from war, Donald Stratton
traveled the world, raised a family, and de-
voted his life to preserving the story of what
happened that day. Donald is survived by his
wife of 69 years Velma, son Randy (Kathy)
Stratton, brother Willie Stratton, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

Mr. Stratton was a hero. A selfless Amer-
ican who dedicated his life to our country and
fought to have his shipmates remembered
long after they, or he, had passed to another
life. It was a privilege to have met Mr. Stratton
and it is an honor to stand and commemorate
his incredible and full life.

———

HONORING MR. FULTON W.
WALKER

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2020

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Fulton W. Walker, a
three-year World War Il Veteran of the United
States Army. On February 28, 2020, Mr. Ful-
ton W. Walker will be recognized for his serv-
ice and commitment to the United States and
presented with his service medals.

Mr. Walker, of Emerson and Texarkana and
resident of the Fourth District of Arkansas,
began his service during World War Il in 1943
at Fort Knox, Kentucky where he trained as
part of a tank battalion. He later transferred to
Fort Campbell, Kentucky as a member of a
transportation outfit where he learned how to
drive military trucks to haul supplies.

In July 1944, he deployed overseas to the
European Theater of Operations where he
served in England, France, Germany and
wherever service needs required. He worked
tirelessly as a truck driver transporting sup-
plies from coastal docks to the frontlines, all
during the darkness of night to avoid enemy
detection.

At the end of the war, he returned home to
Arkansas and re-entered the Arkansas Agri-
cultural, Mechanical and Normal College
(AM&N), now the University of Arkansas at
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Pine Bluff (UAPB). He graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Economics and
English in May 1950. He then moved on to
graduate school earning a Master's in Edu-
cation Administration from the University of Ar-
kansas at Fayetteville in 1957.

He then served in several different capac-
ities including as an English teacher and high
school basketball coach in Rison, Arkansas. In
1952, he accepted a teaching position in the
grade 1-12 school in Star City, Arkansas and
two years later became principal, serving in
this position until 1965. The Pine Bluff School
District hired him into his next assignment
where he served as elementary school prin-
cipal, middle school principal, district central
office federal title | program coordinator and fi-
nally assistant superintendent in charge of all
federal programs for the Pine Bluff School Dis-
trict.

Mr. Walker mentored many students
throughout his 36-year career and served as a
role model to all he interacted with. His faithful
service to students in Southeast Arkansas is a
testament to his military service in putting oth-
ers before self.

| am honored to recognize Mr. Fulton W.
Walker and all African American veterans of
World War Il for their rich history of service
and bravery. | thank each and every one of
them for protecting the freedoms of this coun-
try, and hope their legacy continues for gen-
erations to come.

HONORING PAM WILLIAMS AS
IOWAN OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2020

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Pam Williams, the Director of
the Isiserettes Drill and Drum Corps in Des
Moines, as the lowan of the Week. As the
Isiserettes celebrate their 40th anniversary this
year, | know this longstanding community pro-
gram relies on the contributions and dedica-
tion of Ms. Williams to the Isiserettes Drill and
Drum Corps.

Ms. Williams, or Ms. Pam as her students
call her, co-founded the Isiserettes in 1980, a
time when there weren’t many creative outlets
for young African American kids in lowa. Since
then, the Isiserettes have become an icon in
the Des Moines Metro, with performances at
the lowa State Fair, parades all over the city,
and even music videos with local musicians.
They also perform nationally, hold several ti-
tles and have earned the honor of performing
in both of President Obama’s Inaugural Pa-
rades. We are deeply proud to see them rep-
resenting lowa as they travel across this coun-
try.
Even at the age of 75, Ms. Pam never
misses a rehearsal. You can always find her
working hard on choreography and helping
students reach the high expectations she’s set
for them. Students between 7 and 18 years
old dedicate themselves to early morning
practices on hot summer days, and must
maintain good grades in order to participate.
As a result, they boast a 91 percent gradua-
tion rate amongst members of their team. Ms.
Pam’s students describe her as one of the
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