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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF JOHN McCAULEY
UPON BEING AWARDED THE 2020
REALTOR CUP

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate John McCauley for
receiving the prestigious 2020 Realtor Cup
award from the Greater Fayetteville Chamber
of Commerce.

A native of Fayetteville, John founded High-
land Paving Co. in 2002 and has since trans-
formed it into a regional firm with over 200
employees. He is also the Founding Director
of what is now Select Bank and Trust, which
serves twelve cities and holds assets of over
$1 billion.

John is known throughout our community for
his natural talent and innovation. An effica-
cious leader, he has stimulated unprecedented
civic growth for both Fayetteville and sur-
rounding communities. John served four years
on the Southeastern Economic Development
Commission, is a member of the North Caro-
lina State Bar Ethics Committee, and serves
on the Board of Directors for the Greater Fay-
etteville Chamber of Commerce.

A former Assistant District Attorney, John
founded and serves as President of Vision
2026 to promote economic development
throughout our community. Dedicated not only
to processional excellence, he twice served as
Deacon at First Presbyterian Church and
raised over $2 million through stewardship
campaigns.

Fayetteville is a better place today because
of John and today | join our community in of-
fering my most heartfelt appreciation. He is
deserving of this honor and | wish him contin-
ued success as he continues to serve Cum-
berland County and beyond.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
congratulating John McCauley for being
awarded the 2020 Realtor Cup.

——————

THANKING KRISTEN AND TRAVIS
COWAN FOR RAISING ORGAN DO-
NATION AWARENESS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Kristen and Travis Cowan of
Katy, TX for their work turning a family tragedy
into life-giving acts: promoting organ donation.

Two years ago, the Cowans lived every par-
ent’s nightmare when their 13-month-old son
Rylen passed away from bacterial meningitis.
Kristen and Travis lost a son and their six-
year-old son Corbyn lost his brother. In the
face of this devastating loss, the Cowans
chose to save lives by donating Rylen’s or-
gans.

This decision could not have been an easy
one but doing so saved the lives of five oth-
ers. The Cowans then began the Smilin’ Rylen
Foundation in honor of their son, a charity that
helps raise funds for organ donation-centered
charities and increases awareness of lives that
are saved through organ donation.

Recently, the Cowans were flown out to
California for the Rose Bowl Parade by the
nonprofit LifeGift, one of their charity’s bene-
ficiaries and the organization that procured
Rylen’s life-saving organs. Travis and Kristen
walked with LifeGift's float in the parade,
which was themed “A Light in the Dark” and
bore Rylen’s picture.

Organ donation is a selfless act that, in
death, gives others the gift of a longer life. On
behalf of the Twenty-Second Congressional
District of Texas, | thank Kristen and Travis for
their work to raise awareness of the selfless
act of organ donation. My deepest apprecia-
tion to Rylen for his inspiration and the gift of
life he gave others that ensures his memory
lives on.

————

HONORING TERRY DECARLO FOR
HIS SERVICE TO THE CENTRAL
FLORIDA LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life and service of Terry
DeCarlo. Born on March 19, 1962 in
Bethpage, N.Y. to Mario and Anne (Puglisi)
Nunziato, Mr. DeCarlo served in the Air Force
from 1980 to 1983. Even before moving to
Florida in 1996, Mr. DeCarlo was an early ad-
vocate for persons with H.l.V. From 2006 to
2014, he was the development director for the
Broward House, a nonprofit social services or-
ganization for people living with HIV and other
chronic health issues.

In 2014, Mr. DeCarlo joined the staff as ex-
ecutive director of the Center, a non-profit
community service organization empowering
the LGBTQ+ community in Central Florida. As
executive director on June 12, 2016, he be-
came a constant source of comfort and
strength for the survivors, families of victims,
and the entire Central Florida community fol-
lowing the Pulse Nightclub tragedy. The Cen-
ter was open and prepared with grief coun-
selors within hours of the attack. Even after
his health began to deteriorate due to stress,
Terry continued to serve as executive director
of the Center until July 2017.

In addition to his husband, Bill Huelson,
Terry is survived by his mother, Anne
Fabrikant; his sisters, Mary Detto and Deborah
Waters; and his brother, John Nunziato. His
work in the aftermath of the Pulse Nightclub
tragedy will never be forgotten. He was a pillar
of the Central Florida community and dedi-
cated champion of LGBTQ+ rights.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DERRICK LAMAR RICHARDSON

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Derrick Lamar Rich-
ardson, an intelligent, kind, hard-working man
of faith and determination, who passed away
on February 14, 2020. Derrick joined our staff
as district press secretary for Alabama’s 7th
Congressional District in Janualy of 2016 and
served his home district with distinction until
August of 2017.

Born on October 31, 1972 to Lovenia Rich-
ardson in Birmingham, Alabama, Derrick pro-
fessed his love for Christ at an early age. For
many years, Derrick attended Maple Grove
Church of God with his grandmother, Ada
Ford, and it was there that he was granted his
deep and abiding faith. Throughout his life,
Derrick’s faith served as a foundational pillar
of strength, guidance and wisdom, giving Der-
rick the courage to face whatever challenges
crossed his path.

Derrick received his education in the Bir-
mingham City School System, attending
Hillman Elementary School and matriculating
from Parker High School in 1991. As a high
school student, Derrick was an active partici-
pant in the Marching Thundering Herd Band,
where he played the tuba.

During his junior year at Parker High
School, Derrick’s devotion to his country com-
pelled him to enlist in the Army National
Guard and Reserves. Before his senior year of
high school, Derrick attended boot camp at
Fort McClellan in Anniston, Alabama, and
upon graduation, went on to attend the Army
Communications School at Fort Gordon in Au-
gusta, Georgia. During his military service,
Derrick served as a Legal Support Specialist
in the 167th COSCOM (Headquarters Co.):
JAG Corp. in Ft. Clayton, Panama, the 81st
Regional Support Command: JAG Corp. in
Homewood, Alabama and the 131st Signal
Battalion (Headquarters Co.): Signal Corp. in
Birmingham, Alabama. Derrick received two
Meritorious Service Citations for Outstanding
Performance and an honorable discharge.

After his military service in 1995, Derrick en-
rolled at Jacksonville State University, where
he soon became involved in the Student Gov-
ernment Association and the National Pan-
Hellenic Council. At Jacksonville State Univer-
sity, Derrick became a member of his beloved
fraternity, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., a
brotherhood and network that would serve him
as an invaluable support system for many
years to come. At Jacksonville State Univer-
sity, Derrick also had an opportunity to pursue
his passion for politics. In 1999, he graduated
with a bachelor's degree in political science;
and after graduation went on to attend Long
Island University, where he graduated Cum
Laude with a master’'s degree in Urban Policy.
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Professionally, Derrick continued to pursue
his passion for politics, working up and down
the east coast, from Alabama to Maryland to
New York to Washington, D.C. He worked
across the political spectrum, for campaigns,
as a lobbyist and in this Congressional office.
Derrick’s impressive resume includes: co-
founding the lobbying firm Epps, Richardson
and Associates; serving as the first African
American Director of Public Policy for the Bir-
mingham Chamber of Commerce; serving as
the Senior Director for State and Regional af-
fairs for the Center for American Progress in
Washington, D.C.; serving as the Legislative
Budget Director for the New York City Council;
serving as the Director of Domestic Policy for
the Lutheran Church in America; and serving
as the Manager of Government Relations for
Van Scoyoc Associates in Washington, D.C.

Derrick joined our office in 2016 and served
as District Press Secretary, devoting his con-
siderable talents to addressing the challenges
faced by Alabama’s 7th Congressional District
of Alabama, including unemployment, career
and college readiness, economic viability and
civil rights.

Derrick then became the inaugural Execu-
tive Director of the Alabama Alliance of the
Boys and Girls Club. There, he brought his
same fierce commitment to justice and equal
opportunity, lending his ample professional ex-
perience to expanding and uplifting the work
of the Boys and Girls Club.

Over the years, Derrick’s many accomplish-
ments have been recognized with numerous
awards, including: The Veteran of Influence
Award from the Birmingham Business Journal;
the Maryland Gubernatorial Proclamation for
Outstanding Public Service; and the Alabama
Legislative Black Caucus Award for Trailblazer
and Successful Lobbyist.

Derrick leaves behind his mother, Lovenia
Hart, his wife, State Representative Merika
Coleman; his children, Jonathan, Dara Elisa,
Elexia and Xaviar; his brothers, Everett How-
ard and Gerald (Grace) Richardson; a very
devoted cousin/little brother, Tionne Birdsong;
three nieces; two nephews; one very devoted
sister/cousin, Barbara Birdsong; and a host of
cousins, friends, frat brothers and church fam-
ily. On a personal note, Derrick was a beloved
member of our congressional staff. | was hon-
ored that Derrick joined us on our journey to
move Alabama’s 7th District forward. He was
an outstanding press secretary who used his
talents and strong work ethic to passionately
advocate for the people of his home district. |
am forever grateful that Derrick played such a
special role in our journey. We will certainly
miss his kindness, his gentle spirit, his sharp
wit and his compassionate heart; but we know
that Derrick’s legacy will live on through the
many lives he has impacted. May we honor
Derrick’s life by recommitting ourselves to the
causes he cared about and the community he
loved so much. Rest in peace, Derrick. Always
Team Sewell.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of Alabama’s
7th Congressional District, | ask you and my
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to the
exemplary life of Derrick Lamar Richardson, a
true servant leader who led by example.
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IN HONOR OF GEORGE WASH-
INGTON PERRY’S 100TH BIRTH-
DAY

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. George Washington Perry and
wish him a very happy 100th birthday.

The advent of World War Il was a time that
not only shaped the course of our country but
the lives of many Americans, including Mr.
Perry. He was one of the many patriots who
felt compelled to serve our great country and
enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1939 before
joining the Air National Guard and later the
U.S. Air Force.

For over a quarter century, Mr. Perry as-
sisted in various campaigns throughout the
continental United States, Germany, France,
Italy, and even Antarctica. He showed endless
bravery and courage in his pursuit of peace
across the globe.

After completing active duty, he returned to
his wife Dorothy and son Richard and began
a successful career in engineering with Can-
non Mills. Mr. Perry remained an active com-
munity leader and has been involved in the
Masonic Brotherhood, St. John’s Reformed
Church, and Boy Scouts of America.

Mr. Perry was born on February 22, 1920
and represents the best our nation has to
offer. | am proud to join our community today
in honoring all that he has accomplished over
the last 100 years.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
thanking Mr. George Washington Perry for his
service and wishing him a happy 100th
birthday.

———————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF FIONA
HECKSCHER

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
offer my condolences to the family and friends
of Fiona Heckscher, a valued member of the
Office of House Legislative Counsel, who we
lost over the February recess. At just 33 years
of age, Fiona was one of only four members
of the prestigious tax drafting team; her skilled
draftsmanship can be seen throughout the tax
code. From her work on the TCJA, to her work
on important initiatives in the 116th Congress
such as the Economic Mobility Act, the Lower
Drug Costs Now Act, and the Protecting
American Lungs Act, the knowledge and cre-
ativity that Fiona brought to the tax drafting
process has left a lasting impact on our na-
tion’s laws.

A graduate of Brown University and the
Yale School of Law, Fiona began with the Of-
fice of House Legislative Counsel in 2014.
Since that time, Members and staff alike had
come to rely on Fiona’s wisdom beyond her
years, the depth of her knowledge of the tax
code, and the patience and warmth she ex-
uded day in and day out, no matter how
stressful the job got.

Fiona was an institutionalist and deeply be-
lieved in the worth of the non-partisan work
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done by the Office of the Legislative Counsel:
for the members, their staff and most of all for
the American people. She often said that she
felt lucky to be doing work that could further
bipartisan collaboration. Fiona will be remem-
bered for her dedication to the Congress, for
the passion she showed for her work, and for
the kindness with which she treated others.

Fiona and her fiancé Neal Desai had sched-
uled their marriage to take place when Con-
gress would be in recess for the 2020 elec-
tion. Her parents, Lavinia Hall and Charles
Heckscher, her brothers Alexander and Dylan,
and her fiancé Neal mourn the loss of her light
in their lives.

| send my deepest sympathies out to them,
and to all of Fiona’s close friends and col-
leagues, and | ask my colleagues to do the
same. Please know that Fiona’s good work
has left a meaningful and lasting mark on the
Congress, and on the country.

——

REMEMBERING THE KHOJALY
TRAGEDY

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in remembrance of the
613 Azerbaijani men, women, and children
killed in Khojaly on February 25 and 26, 1992.
We must never forget this tragedy and must
work to prevent such atrocities from occurring
again.

Since the early 1990s, Azerbaijan has been
involved in a conflict with its neighbor to the
West, Armenia. The Khojaly tragedy was the
single worst day in this conflict, resulting in
hundreds of lives lost, families devastated,
and the town destroyed. A cease-fire to the
conflict was negotiated in 1994, but the con-
flict remains unresolved.

The U.S. and Azerbaijan established diplo-
matic relations in 1992, the same year as the
Khojaly tragedy. Since then, Azerbaijan has
been a key partner in the War on Terror, and
the two nations share a Trade Relations
Agreement and a Bilateral Investment Treaty.
Given our deepening ties with Azerbaijan, it is
important for the United States to support a
peaceful settlement to the Azerbaijani-Arme-
nian conflict.

The anniversary of this tragedy is an appro-
priate time to honor the victims of these atroc-
ities and reflect on the need for all parties to
work together to bring a swift end to this con-
flict. 1 urge my colleagues to join me in stand-
ing with Azerbaijanis as they commemorate
this tragedy.

——————

HONORING OUR NATION’S HEROES
ON THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE AMERICAN FLAG RAISING
AT IWO JIMA

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 26, 2020
Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 75th Anniversary of the

American flag raising at lwo Jima and to ex-
press my gratitude to the courageous service
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