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the helm of one of the most successful Jewish 
day schools in the country—illustrates how 
much can be achieved when one is dedicated 
to a cause and a community. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Naomi Reem for her work and service 
and in wishing her and her school continued 
success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PETTY OFFICER 
KWAME KUSI-APPIAH AS THE 
2020 MARGARET FLOWERS 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Petty Officer Kwame Kusi-Appiah as 
the 2020 Margaret Flowers Award recipient. 
This award goes to military members who 
have served their communities, apart from 
their active duty capacity. Petty Officer Kusi- 
Appiah is a member of the United States 
Navy, as well as an upstanding citizen of Flor-
ida’s First Congressional District. 

In Northwest Florida, we are fortunate to 
have some of the bravest individuals in our 
nation. Our district has been gifted with a pop-
ulation that is deeply rooted in military service. 
Petty Officer Kusi-Appiah has shown his will-
ingness to serve our nation through his serv-
ice with the Navy, being the Leading Petty Of-
ficer for the Blue Angels’ Supply Department, 
as well as his willing to serve the community 
around him. 

Petty Officer Kusi-Appiah was the Detach-
ment Leading Petty Officer for the 2019 Winter 
Training Detachment, and supported 32 dif-
ferent sites during the year. Even though he 
was on the road for much of the year, he de-
voted 525 hours to the local Big Brothers pro-
gram, the United Service Organization, and 
local elementary Schools. He has also been 
the mentor to a local second grade student. In 
addition to volunteering, Petty Officer Kusi- 
Appiah is the command organizing and certi-
fying official for the Presidential Volunteer 
Service Award, coordinating over 3,000 hours 
of service to the community and producing 7 
awards. 

For all of his admirable contributions to our 
community, I am truly proud to have Petty Of-
ficer Kusi-Appiah as a constituent of Florida’s 
First Congressional District. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 
Petty Officer Kwame Kusi-Appiah for his many 
accomplishments, and his commitment to al-
truism and excellence in our district. I thank 
him for all of his service and wish him all the 
best for his continued success. 
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RECOGNITION OF CHILDREN’S 
DENTAL MONTH 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, February 
has been dedicated as the National Children’s 

Dental Health Month. This is such an impor-
tant cause and I am pleased to help bring 
awareness to the value of good oral health in 
children. Tooth decay is the number one 
chronic infectious disease among children in 
the U.S. The impact of not treating decay can 
lead to other harmful outcomes beyond just 
oral health. As co-chair of the Congressional 
Oral Health Caucus, I am pleased to support 
National Children’s Dental Health Month and 
any activities taking place throughout the 
month of February. 

Give Kids A Smile, which is sponsored by 
the American Dental Association (ADA) is at 
the center of National Children’s Dental Health 
Month. Give Kids A Smile day is an important 
event for all children and dentists throughout 
the country. Because of this program, the ADA 
is able to provide assistance to more than 
6,500 dentists and 25,000 dental team mem-
bers, and other volunteers who proudly give 
their time and effort to make a difference in 
the health of children. Since this program has 
started, volunteers have graciously provided 
services to over 6 million kids across the 
country, and to all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia as well. They have truly made a 
huge impact in their communities and im-
proved the oral health of so many children. 

Throughout National Children’s Dental 
Health Month, dentists and dental team mem-
bers across the country will be providing oral 
health services for children in need, and this 
will continue throughout the year. These serv-
ices will include oral health education, 
screenings, preventive care and restorative 
services. Some will provide this in their own 
dental practice, others will go right into 
schools and the community to reach the kids 
that need it most. There are also many major 
events at dental hygiene schools where hun-
dreds of kids may receive oral health services. 
Continued public awareness on this issue is 
so critical. On behalf of the Congressional 
Oral Health Caucus, I would once again like to 
state our full endorsement for the month, and 
push for continued care for good oral health of 
children. 
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REINTRODUCTION OF LEGISLA-
TION TO AWARD THE CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO HU-
MANITARIAN AND SPORTING 
LEGEND MUHAMMAD ALI 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
as we celebrate Black History Month, I am 
proud to reintroduce legislation to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Muhammad Ali 
in recognition of his contributions to our na-
tion. I believe it is long past time to recognize 
an American civil rights activist and sporting 
legend with Congress’ highest honor. Unfortu-
nately, Congress failed to act before The 
Champ’s death in 2016, at the age 74, so I 
ask my colleagues to join me now in honoring 
an American hero. Over the course of his illus-
trious career, Muhammad Ali produced some 
of our nation’s most lasting sports memories. 
From winning a Gold Medal at the 1960 sum-
mer Olympics, to lighting the Olympic torch at 
the 1996 Summer Olympics, his influence as 

an athlete and a humanitarian spanned over 
fifty years. 

Despite having been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s disease in the 1980s, Ali devoted his life 
to charitable organizations. Ali, and his wife 
Lonnie, were founding directors of the Muham-
mad Ali Parkinson Center and Movement Dis-
orders Clinic in Phoenix, AZ and helped raise 
over $50 million for Parkinson’s research. In 
addition to helping families cope with illness, 
Ali led efforts to provide meals for the hungry 
and helped countless organizations such as 
the Make-A-Wish-Foundation and the Special 
Olympics. 

Muhammad Ali’s humanitarian efforts went 
beyond his charitable activities in the United 
States. In 1990 Muhammad Ali travelled to the 
Middle East to seek the release of American 
and British hostages that were being held as 
human shields in the first Gulf War. After his 
intervention, 15 hostages were freed. Thanks 
to his devotion to diplomatic causes and racial 
harmony, Ali was the recipient of many acco-
lades, including being chosen as a ‘‘U.N. Mes-
senger of Peace’’ in 1998 and receiving the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2005 from 
President Bush. 

Through his unyielding dedication to his 
sport and to struggling populations around the 
world, Muhammad Ali still serves an example 
of service and self-sacrifice for generations of 
Americans. The Congressional Gold Medal is 
a fitting commemoration of his life and work, 
for which he is deservingly known as ‘‘the 
Greatest.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I hope my colleagues will 
join me in recognizing one of our nation’s 
most lasting and influential figures by signing 
on to this important legislation. 

f 

HONORING THE DAVID A. SOLARI 
POST 151 OF THE AMERICAN LE-
GION 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the David A. Solari Post 
151 of the American Legion on its 100th anni-
versary. 

On November 29, 1919, a meeting was held 
at City Hall in Pittsburg, California to discuss 
a new American Legion Veterans Post. On 
December 18, 1919, the Post received its 
charter and David Irwin became the first Post 
Commander with 47 members. The post was 
named for Private David A. Solari, 91st Divi-
sion, 362 Infantry Regiment, Company G, who 
gave his life in service to his country in the Ar-
gonne Forest of France during World War I. 

Throughout its history, Post 151 has pro-
vided services to countless veterans, growing 
to its largest membership of 567 during the 
Korean War. In service of our veterans, Post 
151 conducts monthly meetings about re-
sources, programs, and benefits for veterans. 
Members of the Post have provided Color 
Guards during parades in Contra Costa Coun-
ty and honored survivors of the Bataan Death 
March. Post 151 has provided Military Honors 
for as many as 40 veterans and their families 
in a single year. Its members also serve their 
community by visiting sick and wounded vet-
erans in the hospital and providing transpor-
tation for veterans to VA hospitals and County 
Veterans Service Offices. 
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The David A. Solari Post 151 of the Amer-

ican Legion works tirelessly for our community 
of veterans and their families. We honor the 
service of our veterans and congratulate the 
David A. Solari Post 151 of the American Le-
gion on its 100th anniversary. 

f 

HONORING THE BLACK RIFLE 
COFFEE COMPANY 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the great work and inspir-
ing mission of the Black Rifle Coffee Com-
pany, a veteran-owned coffee company com-
mitted to supporting those in uniform in each 
branch of the armed forces, law enforcement, 
and first responders. 

The Black Rifle Coffee Company was found-
ed in 2014 and was inspired by CEO and 
Founder Evan Hafer’s time in the military 
where he recognized the impact something as 
simple as coffee can have on our nation’s 
service members. With a goal of hiring 10,000 
veterans, the Black Rifle Coffee Company has 
expanded greatly from Evan’s basement to dif-
ferent locations across the United States and 
Canada. This growth was made possible by 
Evan and the rest of the owners, all of whom 
are veterans themselves: Tom Davin, Mat 
Best, Jarred Taylor, Richard Ryan, and Logan 
Stark. 

As I have said before, I strongly believe the 
most important part of returning home from 
the military is renewing that mission and 
sense of purpose for our veterans, as well as 
the community around them. It is inspiring to 
see the Black Rifle Coffee Company take the 
initiative to look out for their fellow military 
brothers and sisters—just as they were trained 
to do on the battlefield while protecting our 
freedoms. 

I’m proud to recognize the Black Rifle Cof-
fee Company in this Chamber and thank them 
for their commitment to helping those who 
have put everything on the line for our coun-
try. This team and community of veterans is 
the embodiment of true patriotism, and I look 
forward to watching the mission of the Black 
Rifle Coffee Company continue to grow and 
inspire others to do the same. 

f 

NORM HURST RECEIVES THE 
PRESIDENTS’ CHOICE AWARD 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service and commitment of 
Norm Hurst, who received the Presidents’ 
Choice Award from the Victor Valley College 
Foundation on February 22, 2020. 

After serving in the United States Air Force, 
Norm Hurst went on to become a Deputy 
Sheriff for the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Department. Within the span of his 32-year 
career in law enforcement, Norm would ulti-
mately be promoted to Deputy Chief. Long be-
fore he was a Deputy Chief, Norm’s associa-

tion with Victor Valley College began when he 
received his Associate of Science degree in 
the Spring of 1974. Not long after receiving his 
Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice, Norm was en-
couraged to begin teaching within Victor Val-
ley College’s Criminal Justice Department. His 
service to the College continued in 2011 when 
he joined the Victor Valley College Foundation 
Board of Directors. Today, Norm continues to 
be an advocate for student success, and 
works tirelessly to fundraise for the Founda-
tion’s scholarships and grants to VVC’s de-
partments. 

Norm Hurst has dedicated decades of his 
life to serving the public. Throughout his ca-
reer in the military, law enforcement, and edu-
cation, he has embodied one of the Air 
Force’s core values—Service Before Self. 
Congratulations, Norm. 

f 

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 1980 WINTER 
OLYMPICS IN LAKE PLACID 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the historic legacy of the Olym-
pic Games in Lake Placid. This week marks 
the 40th Anniversary of the 1980 Winter Olym-
pics, which featured some of the most iconic 
moments in Olympic history. 

The first Olympics held in Lake Placid took 
place in February of 1932. The intervening 
half century saw the massive upheaval of 
World War II and the rise of the Soviet Union. 
The Olympics returned to Lake Placid in the 
winter of 1980 and brought the tensions of the 
Cold War with them. It was during those 
games that the amateur USA Hockey Team 
defeated the heavily favored Soviet Hockey 
Team on their way to a gold medal in what 
was dubbed the ‘‘Miracle on Ice.’’ In addition, 
U.S. speed skater Eric Heiden’s record-setting 
five gold medals helped cement the Thirteenth 
Olympic Winter Games as one for the ages. 

Building this legacy has been an ongoing ef-
fort for over a century. Since long before the 
1932 games, residents of Lake Placid have 
been working hard to make their community a 
destination for winter sports athletes and en-
thusiasts. Lake Placid and surrounding com-
munities have sent at least one athlete to 
every Winter Olympics since the first one in 
1924. In order to maintain that level of suc-
cess, they have worked tirelessly to host other 
major international and national competitions 
that constantly foster new generations of world 
class athletes. It is for that reason that Lake 
Placid was chosen as the host city for the 
2023 World University Games, where over 
2,000 athletes from all over the world will 
come together to compete in 79 events. 

To honor the 40th Anniversary of the 1980 
games, throughout this week there will be doz-
ens of events at all of the facilities celebrating 
athletes from the original winter games and 
athletes moving towards Olympic goals. On 
behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional Dis-
trict, I want to congratulate the entire Lake 
Placid community on this important milestone. 
I look forward to working with local leaders to 
ensure the continued success of Lake Placid 
and its athletes. 

STRAWBERRY CREST HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS SOCCER CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. ROSS SPANO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the girls soccer team of Straw-
berry Crest High School for winning the Class 
6A District 11 title. 

The team exhibited strength and passion all 
year long. Then their many hours of practice 
and commitment to one another gave them an 
added edge on their run to the district title. 

In the semifinals, the team showcased their 
extraordinary talents by shutting out Tampa 
Tech, 3–0. 

In the championship game against a very 
talented Plant City team, Strawberry Crest 
was resilient in their effort and pitched a fierce 
comeback to ultimately win the game in dou-
ble overtime. 

I congratulate Coach Sean Woodhouse and 
his staff on this title. The time and effort you 
invest into our youth to help them develop into 
strong leaders and community members does 
not go unnoticed. 

I also congratulate the following team mem-
bers for their fantastic season: 

Sheny Anauo, Cristoval Arevalo, Kamila 
Arevalo Cortes, Stephanie Briseno, Abigayle 
Caballero, Ezra Carpenter, Ariana Diaz 
Cortes, Avery Fearnow, Isamara Flores-Her-
nandez, Andrea Garcia. 

Alexa Guzman, Madison Hall, Emily Hobbs, 
Khaijah Jeans, Lydia Linares, Amanda 
Ocegueda, Lizbeth Ortiz, Ashley Parow, Emily 
Parow, Mei Ramsey. 

Olivia Reyes, Emily Rosales, Danielle 
Seunath, Hanna Trotto, Hali Vician. 

I’m proud of them all. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF STAFF SER-
GEANT JOSEPH EUGENE PROKOP 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Staff Sergeant Joseph Eu-
gene Prokop, a native of Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania, who bravely served his country in the 
U.S. Army during World War II and was trag-
ically executed by the German Gestapo along 
with two of his fellow airmen. 

Staff Sergeant Prokop, son of John and 
Anna Prokop, enlisted in the army in 1939 at 
the age of seventeen. In 1945 near the end of 
World War II, while on his fiftieth mission in 
the air corps, the B–17 bomber he was man-
ning took anti-aircraft fire over Frankfurt, Ger-
many and crashed in the city of Hanau. Until 
recently, it was believed that Prokop and the 
rest of the plane’s crew died in the crash. 

However, historians in Hanau recently dis-
covered that Prokop and two of his fellow air-
men—Technical Sergeant Charles Bernard 
Goldstein and Technical Sergeant Warren 
George Hammond—survived the attack but 
were subsequently captured by Hanau police 
and turned over to the Gestapo. Upon learning 
that one of the three men was Jewish, a Ge-
stapo director ordered all three men to be exe-
cuted. 
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