February 11, 2020

The weaponization of drones is not just a
potential concern—we have seen it happen.

Late last summer, drones were used to
strike oil installations in Saudi Arabia, halting
half of the country’s oil production. And, in late
2018, reports of drone activity near the runway
at Gatwick Airport outside London grounded
hundreds of flights.

The Federal government is aware of the se-
curity threats posed by drones, but we don’t
have a full picture of where and how often un-
authorized drone activity is happening near
our critical infrastructure.

Owners and operators of chemical facilities
regulated under the Chemical Facilities
Antiterrorism Standards program have com-
plained that no one in the Federal government
collects information about unauthorized drone
activity over their facilities.

Our operators want to share important
threat information that can inform our
antiterrorism efforts but there’s no one to col-
lect it.

We must do better.

H.R. 4432 would require DHS to establish a
way for owners and operators to voluntarily re-
port information about unauthorized drone ac-
tivity over their facilities. DHS would then use
that information to develop a threat assess-
ment on unmanned aerial systems and other
emerging threats.

H.R. 4432 marks an important step forward
for DHS in its partnership with the private sec-
tor and in gaining full situational awareness
about the threats posed by drones in the U.S.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

| want to note my concerns with the Presi-
dent's FY 2021 budget request for the Cyber-
security and Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA).

Despite bipartisan agreement that CISA
needs more resources to deal with more fre-
quent and sophisticated cyber attacks, the
budget slashes DHS’ cybersecurity arm by
$250 million. Inexplicably, it calls for a $10 mil-
lion cut for cybersecurity support for State and
local governments, at a time when they are in-
creasingly targeted by foreign adversaries and
criminal hackers.

Worse still, it would eliminate funding for
DHS’ chemical antiterrorism security program
that was established under the leadership of
former Secretary Chertoff in response to intel-
ligence suggesting chemical facilities would be
a ripe target for terrorists.

Chemical facilities remain a target for terror-
ists, and | am disturbed by the Administra-
tion’s poor judgment related to this important
antiterrorism program.

With that, | urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 4432.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Miss RICE of New York. Madam Speaker, |
was necessarily absent from votes on Mon-
day, February 10, 2020. Had | been present,
| would have voted: YEA on Roll Call No. 55,
and YEA on Roll Call No. 56.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, due to
flight schedules, | was unable to be in D.C. for
votes. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 55, and YEA on Roll
Call No. 56.

———

AMID BOOMING ECONOMY URGING
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION TO RE-
LEASE SUPPLEMENTAL H-2B
VISAS

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, thanks to the
Trump Administration, the American economy
is booming. Job growth surged by 225,000 po-
sitions in January, and the unemployment rate
remains near the 50 year low. These are just
the latest indicators of a resurgent American
economy under President Trump. With Mr.
Trump in office, the U.S. economy has added
more than 100,000 new jobs for 34 of the 38
months and the unemployment rate has been
at or below 4 percent for 23 consecutive
months—nearly two years. Americans of all
backgrounds have benefited from this eco-
nomic boom with the unemployment rates for
African Americans, Hispanic Americans, and
Asian Americans all hitting record lows in
2019. The labor force participation rate is at
63.4 percent, the highest level since 2013 and
nearly three quarters of new positions are
being filled by individuals previously outside
the labor force. Wage growth is holding at or
above 3 percent for the 18th consecutive
month and, under President Trump, workers’
wages are rising faster than managers’ wages.

With all of this success, it is easy to forget
that this booming economy has also brought
labor shortages throughout the economy, par-
ticularly for seasonal businesses. Right now,
there are simply more seasonal jobs open
than there are Americans willing, able and
qualified to fill them. On behalf of seasonal
businesses from industries such as seafood
processing, tourism and hospitality, land-
scaping, fairs and carnivals, golf courses, re-
forestation, contractors and horse racing, who
continue to struggle with seasonal labor short-
ages, | rise to urge the administration to re-
lease adequate supplemental H-2B visas, as
authorized by the Further Consolidated Appro-
priations Act 2020, to meet these seasonal
businesses’ temporary seasonal labor needs.

As a member of the Committee on Appro-
priations, | coauthored the amendment in the
FY 2020 Department of Homeland Security
Appropriations bill that authorizes the adminis-
tration to release additional H-2B visas. In
January, | sent a letter with 188 of my col-
leagues, both Democrat and Republican, from
both the House and Senate, urging the Admin-
istration to exercise that authority and release
additional H-2B visas. The bipartisan support
for this program demonstrates the significant
economic impact these workers have across
our country.
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The temporary guest workers provided by
the H-2B program are vital to the American
economy and the economy of Maryland’s First
District, particularly on the Eastern Shore, and
support tens of thousands of down-stream
American jobs. While it is ultimately the re-
sponsibility of Congress to provide a long term
solution to the chronic shortage of H-2B visas,
| strongly urge the administration to use the
authority granted to them to continue to sup-
port these seasonal businesses and release
an adequate number of additional H-2B visas
to meet the labor demands of seasonal em-
ployers nationwide.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Madam
Speaker, on Monday, February 10, 2020, |
was unable to attend roll call votes. Had |
been present, | would have voted AYE on Roll
Call vote 55 (H.R. 2932), and AYE on Roll
Call vote 56 (H.R. 3413).

———

IN MEMORY OF MIDSHIPMAN
DUKE ANTHONY CARRILLO

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Midshipman Duke
Anthony Carrillo of Flower Mound, Texas. On
February 8, 2020, Duke passed away after
collapsing during his semi-annual physical
readiness test. He was a dynamic, patriotic
young man intent on serving his country as a
military officer.

He was the son of Gerald and Jennifer
Carrillo, and brother of fellow midshipman, his
twin Dylan, and younger brother Jake.

He was a 2016 graduate of Flower Mound
High School. An all-star athlete, Duke was a
three-year varsity letterman in football and
wrestling. He was an Eagle Scout, member of
the Flower Mound High School Student Coun-
cil, and an active church and community vol-
unteer. In everything that he did, Duke strived
for greatness.

Led by his strong desire to serve his coun-
try, Duke received nominations to attend the
United States Naval Academy and United
States Merchant Marine Academy. He also re-
ceived a letter of assurance from the United
States Coast Guard Academy. On June 28,
2018, Duke was inducted in the Naval Acad-
emy’s Class of 2022, with his twin brother
Dylan.

Duke believed that service to country is one
of the greatest achievements a man can have,
and that he was called to take a stand to
serve and protect our nation.

He aspired to be a naval aviator, was a
member of the Naval Academy’s Flight Train-
ing Squadron and was selected to serve as a
Naval Academy Summer Seminar squad lead-
er. Duke majored in quantitative economics,
was an active member of the 24th Company
and an intramural athlete.
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Our nation has lost a brilliant young leader.
May the world be inspired by this exceptional
young man’s legacy and strive to follow in his
footsteps.

————

IN HONOR OF COURTNEY KETCHIE
SILVER FOR BEING NOMINATED
AND NAMED AS HONOREE FOR
THE STEP AHEAD AWARD

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate Courtney Ketchie
Silver for being nominated and named as
Honoree for the Manufacturing Institute’s Step
Ahead Award.

Courtney is the CEO of Ketchie Incor-
porated, an ISO-certified, woman-owned cor-
poration operating machine shop. She joined
the company in 2008 and became the CEO
after her husband lost his battle with brain
cancer in 2014. Despite the devastating loss
she took her knowledge from supply chain
management and continued to propel the
company forward.

| was pleased to have the opportunity to
meet Courtney and take a tour of Ketchie in
2017. | was blown away by her focus on
craftsmanship as well as her emphasis on,
and providing of, an ideal work environment
for her employees.

In addition to being CEO, Courtney remains
active in the community. She is passionate
about sharing her knowledge with others and
encouraging woman to be leaders. In fact, she
hosts community college students and partici-
pates in Manufacturing Day activities with local
high school leaders. When she isn’t working or
mentoring, she can be found volunteering.
Whether it's preparing meals for youth at local
shelters or participating in church activities,
there are no bounds to her generosity in our
community.
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The Manufacturing Institute launched the
STEP women'’s initiative to support women in
science, engineering, production, and tech-
nology careers and inspire others to join them.
| cannot think of a more deserving person of
this honor.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
congratulating Courtney Ketchie Silver and her
STEP AHEAD award nomination and as being
named an Honoree.

———

IN HONOR OF MRS. CHARLOTTE P.
TAYLOR

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise in
today in honor of Mrs. Charlotte Taylor. Mrs.
Taylor unfortunately passed away in May
2015. However, | am pleased to announce
that Hamilton Homes Middle School (HHMS)
has announced that its cafeteria will bear her
namesake. A pleasant gesture commemo-
rating her wonderful life.

Charlotte worked a rewarding 44 years as
both a bus driver and instructional aid for King
William County Public Schools (KWCPS). She
not only ensured the safety of our students
during transit, but also selflessly served stu-
dents with special needs by mentoring them
and bestowing upon them the values of a prin-
cipled life that we all should abide by.

Charlotte cherished family values and was a
role model to her community. She was
blessed with a loving family and was an in-
credible mother, grandmother, and wife. Her
generosity and consideration towards any-
one—from the local hunters to a struggling
family—has not been lost on those who have
met her. Her faith in God and the ethics she
lived by are a reminder that God’s grace lies
within anyone willing and courageous enough
to practice what they preach.

Therefore, Madam Speaker, | ask you to
join me in honoring the life of Charlotte Taylor
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and applauding KWCPS for approving Ham-
iiton Homes Middle School’s cafeteria to bear
Charlotte’s name. Her sacrifices, hardships,
and devotion to others are worthy of rev-
erence. On behalf of America’s First District,
we say thank you.

———

RECOGNIZING COURT REPORTERS
AND THE NCRA

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the impor-
tant and irreplaceable work done by our court
reporters and the National Court Reporters
Association (NCRA) during national court re-
porting and captioning week from February 8-
15.

As guardians of the record, Court reporters
have a large impact on capturing history for
posterity. During our nearly 250 years of
American history, court reporters have been
the cornerstone of our American justice sys-
tem. From George Washington’s Farewell Ad-
dress to Lincoln’s divided house speech, these
noble servants have transcribed some of the
most important pieces of American history.

Today, the NCRA provides a free course to
introduce Realtime writing to all Americans.
This course allows high schoolers, career
changers, college redirects, and military vet-
erans to see if a profession in Realtime writing
is a good fit for them.

I’'m proud to be the co-lead of H.R. 5285,
the Training for Realtime Writers Act, which
will help continue providing grants for training
court reporters and closed captioners while
also encouraging individuals with disabilities to
pursue a career in Realtime writing.

| want to thank Realtime writers everywhere
and the NCRA for all the hard work they do.
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