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treatment, research, and diagnostics of rare 
diseases through new and existing programs. 

More work needs to be done to bring atten-
tion to the needs of those who struggle with 
rare diseases, and to celebrate their courage. 
That’s why Rep. HUDSON and I are introducing 
this important resolution. Each year, many in-
dividuals with rare diseases and their loved 
ones celebrate Rare Disease Day to share 
their stories and educate communities of re-
searchers, health professionals, governments, 
and community organizations about how rare 
diseases affect them. 

In 2019, more than 100 countries observed 
Rare Disease Day. Our resolution expresses 
support for the designation of the last day of 
this month as Rare Disease Day. Congress 
should recognize this work and improve our 
efforts to address the challenges facing the 
rare disease patient community. 

Madam Speaker, I hope my colleagues will 
join us in supporting Rare Disease Day’s des-
ignation on the last day of February to better 
champion people with rare diseases. I urge 
the House to support this resolution. 

f 

SAN DIEGO VOICE & VIEWPOINT’S 
60TH DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the San Diego Voice & Viewpoint 
Newspaper in recognition of their 60th anni-
versary. 

The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint is the 
oldest and largest African American news-
paper in San Diego. Its publisher, Dr. John 
Warren, and his late wife and co-publisher, 
Gerri Warren (emeritus) took over the Voice & 
Viewpoint in 1987. The couple worked dili-
gently in the community to make the publica-
tion a nationally award-winning publication. 

From small church gatherings to major polit-
ical campaigns, for six decades, the San 
Diego Voice & Viewpoint has faithfully re-
ported the news for African American commu-
nities in San Diego County. As San Diego’s 
largest African American publication, their 
news features have highlighted people and 
events in a more comprehensive manner, 
while commentators have argued from dif-
ferent points of view in the lively op-ed pages. 
The Voice & Viewpoint has grown over the 
last decade to over 350 newsstands and out-
lets in convenience stores. The publication 
can be found in all 89 zip codes of San Diego 
and has readership of over 60,000. 

I would like to honor San Diego Voice & 
Viewpoint for its dedication and lifelong com-
mitment to the African American community 
within California’s 51st Congressional District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RECIPIENTS OF 
THE 2020 DALE CITY CIVIC ASSO-
CIATION AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate the recipients of 

the 2020 Dale City Civic Association awards. 
With the core values of compassion and a true 
sense of community, Dale City Civic Associa-
tion honors community members who are 
making a positive impact in their city. 

The Dale City Civic Association stages this 
annual banquet to honor those in their com-
munity who have gone above and beyond the 
call in their service to our community. This 
banquet and the awards serve a strong pur-
pose by helping strengthen the community’s 
foundation and welcoming neighborhoods in 
Dale City. Improving the quality of life in Dale 
City for their residents is the goal of the Dale 
City Civic Association and these award recipi-
ents have made that goal much more achiev-
able. From teachers to public safety officials, 
to those who volunteer in their free time, these 
civil servants show why it is imperative to 
have individuals like them who selflessly dedi-
cate their time and efforts to make sure their 
community is prepared for the challenges of 
the day while laying the groundwork for a bet-
ter tomorrow. Their great work should be a 
model to us all, and it is my honor to enter 
into the RECORD the following honorees of the 
2020 Dale City Civic Association Award: 

High School Teacher of the Year: Jason 
Brown 

Middle School Teacher of the Year: Kristen 
Morris 

Elementary School Teacher of the Year: 
Toni Brown 

DCFVD Firefighter of the Year: Technician 
Peter Langone 

DCVFD Cadet of the Year: Cadet Majd 
Mansour 

DCVFD Officer of the Year: Sergeant An-
drew Kelly 

DCVFD EMS Provider of the Year: Sergeant 
Joseph Krimmer 

Kathleen Seefeldt Community Service 
Award: Sharon Stone 

Business of the Year: One Stop Awards & 
Apparel 

David G. Brickley Youth Environmental and 
Conservation Award: Michele Aguilar-Flores 

Deloris C. Hampton Future Teacher Memo-
rial Scholarship: Daniela Avelar 

Deputy Sheriff of the Year: Deputy Nieves 
‘‘Gladys’’ Russell 

Police Officer of the Year: Officer Tyler 
Reza 

Kathie Feeney Nurse of the Year: Matthew 
Blackington 

PWC Department of Fire and Rescue—Fire-
fight Provider of the Year: Technician I 
Damian Lyles 

PWC Department of Fire and Rescue—EMT 
Provider of the Year: Technician II Yasmin 
Ahmady 

Ernestine S. Jenkins Lifetime Volunteer 
Achievement Award: Marilyn Avery 

Catherine Spellane Citizen of the Year: 
Marilyn Sykes 

John D. Jenkins Youth Citizen of the Year 
Award: Camy Diaz. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me once again in congratulating these recipi-
ents of the 2020 Dale City Civic Association 
awards. I thank them for their immense con-
tributions to our community and wish them 
continued success. 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL DAVID KELLEY’S RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE ARMY RE-
SERVE 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize LTC David Kelley from the Army 
Reserve for 24 years of service and to con-
gratulate him on his upcoming retirement from 
the military. 

A decorated Officer, LTC Kelley has exem-
plified the true meaning of dedicated service. 
He’s established himself as a leader both in 
the Army Reserve and our Ohio law enforce-
ment. In addition to his role in the Reserves, 
LTC Kelly serves as a local prosecutor. 

As a fellow Reservist, I appreciate and rec-
ognize the outstanding military career LTC 
Kelley has had. I also thank him for his com-
mitment to serving the people of Southern 
Ohio, most recently as the elected Prosecuting 
Attorney in Adams County. 

I wish LTC Kelley the best of luck moving 
forward. 

A grateful nation salutes LTC Kelley. 
Hooah. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I regret-
tably missed votes on Thursday, February 6, 
2020. I had intended to vote ‘‘yes’’ on roll call 
vote 38, ‘‘yes’’ on vote 39, ‘‘yes’’ on vote 40, 
‘‘yes’’ on vote 41, ‘‘no’’ on vote 42, ‘‘no’’ on 
vote 43, ‘‘yes’’ on vote 44, ‘‘no’’ on vote 45, 
‘‘no’’ on vote 46, ‘‘yes’’ on vote 47, ‘‘yes’’ on 
vote 48, ‘‘no’’ on vote 49, ‘‘yes’’ on vote 50, 
and ‘‘yes’’ on vote 51. 

f 

DECORUM AND MAINTAINING 
CIVILITY IN THE HOUSE 

HON. GARY J. PALMER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. PALMER. Madam Speaker, I rise to re-
spond to the assertion of the Majority Leader 
that the act of destroying the copy of Presi-
dent Trump’s State of the Union address that 
the President—as required by the Constitu-
tion—presented to Speaker PELOSI was 
speech protected under the 1st Amendment. 
The Majority Leader should be reminded that 
not all speech that is protected under the 1st 
Amendment is allowable in the House cham-
ber under the Rules of the House. 

Moreover, the act of destroying the official 
House copy of President Trump’s State of the 
Union address in of itself is a violation of what 
is and should be expected for the conduct of 
every member of the House. The premedi-
tated and wanton disregard of the rules gov-
erning decorum that we all commit to abide by 
diminishes the civility and undermines the 
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order that is essential to the functioning of the 
House as a deliberative body and that is ex-
pected of every member of the House of Rep-
resentatives including and especially the 
Speaker of the House. I would add that if such 
conduct is ignored and not addressed by the 
leadership of both Parties our ability to govern 
will be seriously compromised. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE INCOMING 2020 
OFFICERS OF THE OCCOQUAN- 
WOODBRIDGE-LORTON VOLUN-
TEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the incoming 2020 officers of the 
Occoquan-Woodbridge-Lorton Volunteer Fire 
Department. OWLVFD is located in Prince 
William County Virginia, 25 miles from our Na-
tion’s Capital. The OWLVFD goes on an aver-
age of 20,000 runs per year, aiding 80,000 
residents in a 27 square mile area. 

Incorporated in the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia in 1938, the OWLVFD is comprised of 
committed community members who volunteer 
their time, energy, and financial resources to 
ensuring the safety of the families and prop-
erty in and around Woodbridge. During its 80- 
year history, the Department has continued to 
expand and there are now three stations 
staffed by approximately 250 volunteers who 
serve and protect an ever-growing local popu-
lation. From their bravery in action, to their 
presence with the youth in the community, 
OWLVFD is readily available for the families of 
Woodbridge. 

It is with great honor I enter into the 
RECORD the names of the following Occoquan- 
Woodbridge-Lorton Volunteer Fire Department 
Officers: 

Department Chief—Rick Michael 
Department President—David Williams 
Executive Vice President—George Smith 
Membership Secretary—Scott Shaw 
Treasurer—Debra Haight 
Board of Directors—Jonathan Baldwin, Mike 

Clark, Anna Smith, Rebecca Barnes, Michele 
Bauer, Melissa Payne, Zachary Wessolleck, 
Kevin Lewis 

Election Officer—Sabrina Brandon Ricks 
Sergeant-At-Arms—Thomas Hubbard 
Assistant Chiefs—Kurt Bolland, Ernest 

DeSantis, Steve Godin, Wayne Haight, Ryan 
Williams 

Rescue Chief—Edward Craig 
Fire Captains—Kody Perry, Justin Witt 
Rescue Captain—Sandra Williams 
Fire Lieutenants—Mark Chandler, Jonathan 

Baldwin 
EMS Lieutenants—Melissa Westphal, Sybil 

Meeley, Michael Yankaskas, Mark Powers. 
While a new executive board has been 

elected and new officers sworn in, the mission 
of OWLVFD remains the same. The volun-
teers of the OWLVFD continue to put them-
selves in harm’s way for the benefit of the 
residents of the area and have educated and 
mentored the youth in Woodbridge, not only 
teaching fire safety education, but also 
strengthening community relations. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleague 
join me in recognizing the men and women of 

the Occoquan-Woodbridge-Lorton Volunteer 
Fire Department for their service to our coun-
try and steadfast commitment to their commu-
nity and in congratulating the newly elected of-
ficers and board members. I thank them for 
their dedication and to all I say: ‘‘Stay safe.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I was called 
out of the House Chamber. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on Roll Call 
No. 50. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Miss RICE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
was necessarily absent from votes on 
Wednesday February 5, 2020. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 35, YEA on Roll Call No. 36, and YEA on 
Roll Call No. 37. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I was not present for votes on February 6 and 
7, 2020 due to family medical matters in Ala-
bama. 

Had I been present on February 6, I would 
have voted YEA on the Motion to Table the 
Republican Privileged Resolution on H. Res. 
833, YEA on the Motion on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question on the Rule on H. Res. 833, 
and YEA on H. Res. 833. During the second 
vote series, I would have voted YEA on the 
Stevens/Morelle Amendment, NAY on the 
Foxx Amendment, NAY on the Roe Amend-
ment, YEA on the Wild Amendment, NAY on 
the Allen Amendment, NAY on the Meadows 
Amendment, YEA on the Jackson Lee Amend-
ment, YEA on the Rouda Amendment, NAY 
on the Republican Motion to Recommit on 
H.R. 2474, YEA on Final Passage of H.R. 
2474, and YEA on Agreeing to H. Res. 826. 

I’d like to highlight that I am particularly dis-
appointed that I missed the vote for H. Res. 
826, a resolution to disapprove of the Trump 
Administration’s Medicaid block grant scheme. 
Millions of Americans, including more than 1 
million in Alabama, have access to the health 
care they need and deserve because of Med-
icaid. Most health care providers in my district 
and across the country are dependent on re-
imbursements from Medicaid to keep their 
doors open and to continue delivering care in 
our communities. I am proud the House 
Democrats took a strong stance against this 
Administration and their continued assault on 
health care access and coverage by passing 

a resolution condemning the most recent at-
tacks on Medicaid. 

On February 7, I would have voted YEA on 
the Shalala Amendment, NAY on the Repub-
lican Motion to Recommit on H.R. 5687, and 
YEA on Final Passage of H.R. 5687. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AN HILL’S 
NATURALIZATION CEREMONY 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate An Hill for recently 
becoming a United States citizen. 

An and her husband, Geoffrey, met abroad, 
fell in love, and married. With hopes of starting 
a family in the United States, they needed to 
first secure a visa for An and turned to my of-
fice in hopes of obtaining assistance. 

After my office successfully helped the Hill 
family, An moved to Ohio with her husband 
and began the journey to become a natural-
ized citizen. 

Just a few weeks ago, her journey was 
complete, and my staff was honored to join 
her and her family at the naturalization cere-
mony as she took her oath of citizenship. 

To me, nothing is quite as beautiful than a 
naturalization ceremony. Congratulations, An, 
on all your hard work and dedication to be-
coming a United States citizen. 

An, raise the American flag and know that 
it is your flag, and the United States is your 
nation—your home. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF JAMES 
MCALLISTER AND HIS SERVICE 
TO THE OCCOQUAN– 
WOODBRIDGE-LORTON VOLUN-
TEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 7, 2020 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the service and dedication of Chief 
James McAllister of the Occoquan- 
Woodbridge-Lorton Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Chief McAllister is retiring from the 
Occoquan-Woodbridge-Lorton Volunteer Fire 
Department following nearly three decades of 
service to our community. 

Chief McAllister joined OWLVFD in June of 
1991. Throughout his years of service Chief 
McAllister has served the department in every 
operational role. He has been a Firefighter, 
Medic, and for the last 11 years he has led 
the department as its Chief. Under his stead-
fast leadership, the department has continued 
to grow and expand, along with the community 
it serves. The OWLVFD is one of the largest 
volunteer departments in the country with al-
most 300 volunteer members and three fire 
stations. It provides fire suppression, EMS 
care and rescue services to 80,000 residents 
who live and work in a 27 square mile area. 
Last year, the department responded to more 
than 8,000 911-emergency calls which re-
sulted in nearly 20,000 runs. 

In addition to his duties leading the depart-
ment, he has served the county through his 
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