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Finally, I’d like to again extend my gratitude 

to the thousands of volunteer poll workers in 
central and southwest Iowa who stepped up to 
serve their communities and our democracy. 
They have performed an essential civic duty to 
ensure their neighbors could safely participate 
in record numbers, and they did so while deal-
ing with a global pandemic. Their efforts and 
dedication are a true reflection of Iowa values, 
and I’m proud to name them Iowans of the 
Week. 

f 

2020 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE RECIPI-
ENT THE WORLD FOOD PRO-
GRAM 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, today, 
December 10th, International Human Rights 
Day, at 7:00 AM Eastern Time, the 2020 
Nobel Peace Prize was awarded in Oslo, Nor-
way to the World Food Program (WFP) for its 
outstanding humanitarian work to feed the 
world’s hungriest and most vulnerable people. 

The World Food Program is the largest hu-
manitarian organization addressing hunger 
and promoting food security internationally, 
providing aid to nearly 100 million people in 88 
countries last year alone. 

Since the COVID–19 pandemic began 
wreaking havoc on people’s lives, livelihoods 
and economic security, WFP has redoubled its 
efforts to address global hunger and failing 
food systems. Last month, WFP executive di-
rector David Beasley warned of the potential 
for famine of Biblical proportions if the world 
failed to provide support now to the those cur-
rently made most vulnerable by the pandemic 
and its associated economic shocks, climate 
change, natural disaster, war and conflict. 

I have had the privilege of seeing WFP op-
erations up close and personal in various re-
gions of the world. I was in eastern Chad on 
the border of Sudan visiting Sudanese refugee 
camps in 2007 when Janjaweed militias 
crossed the border and attacked two villages. 
WFP and many humanitarian aid groups 
swung into immediate action, providing safety, 
food, water and emergency medical care to 
hundreds of villagers made homeless in hours. 

In Colombia, I’ve seen WFP provide nour-
ishing meals in schools for the children of fam-
ilies internally displaced by violence. And in 
Ethiopia I visited health centers serving indi-
viduals and families ravaged by HIV/AIDS that 
could provide food for their patients thanks to 
WFP and its local partners. 

In the wars in Syria, Yemen, Sudan and 
South Sudan, the deliveries of food and re-
lated services provided by WFP are often the 
only source of nourishment for civilian popu-
lations trapped in conflict zones, forcibly dis-
placed inside their countries, or forced to flee 
to neighboring nations for safety. 

I am very proud that the United States is the 
largest donor to WFP operations world-wide, 
and that USDA, USAID and our own Food for 
Peace Program are among WFP’s most reli-
able and effective partners. The U.S. provides 
food grown by America’s own farmers, ready- 
to-eat meals, cash assistance, support for 
school feeding programs, and nutritious food 
products tailored for the very young and espe-

cially for infants and young children suffering 
from malnutrition and undernutrition. 

Many of us cannot imagine the range and 
scale of WFP’s global mission. It includes 
17,000 staff worldwide, works in some 80 
countries, and has more than 20 ships, 90 
planes, and 5,600 trucks on the move on any 
given day. It certainly has some of the most 
generous and dedicated local staff that I have 
ever met and works with a broad range of 
local, national and international NGOs and 
partners to combat global hunger and food in-
security. 

I will never forget those days when I have 
been with WFP in the field. I give my warmest 
congratulations to David Beasley, and the ex-
traordinary local and international WFP staff, 
for being awarded the 2020 Nobel Peace 
Prize. May they carry on their noble mission 
until the day comes when no child, no man or 
woman goes to bed hungry and every house-
hold in the world is secure in the knowledge 
that there will always be food on the table. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I was un-
fortunately prevented from traveling and un-
able to make votes on December 9, 2020. 
Had I been present, I would have voted in 
favor of H.R. 8900 and H.R. 5758. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE JOINT CENTER 
FOR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
STUDIES 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to acknowledge the Joint Center 
for Political and Economic Studies on the oc-
casion of its 50th anniversary. 

Founded and chartered in 1970 as the first 
of its kind, the Joint Center for Political and 
Economic Studies has since served as Amer-
ica’s chief Black think tank inside the beltway. 
Though diverse in their research and advo-
cacy, the Joint Center has remained a con-
sistent presence in the application and ad-
vancement of empirical-based policies sup-
porting strategies to advance Black America. 

Madam Speaker, it is common that any res-
olution addressing the disproportionate impact 
of a policy on the Black community introduced 
in this chamber cites a study conducted by the 
Joint Center for Political and Economic Stud-
ies. Even I, along with countless Congres-
sional Black Caucus (CBC) colleagues have 
referenced their reports when legislating and 
communicating with my constituents. The Joint 
Center plays a critical role in keeping our lead-
ers properly informed and educated on the 
issues that Black Americans face daily. 

Just last year, the Joint Center for Political 
and Economic Studies was credited for sev-
eral efforts to achieve diversity in the work-
force. Among them include bringing increased 

awareness to congressional staff diversity, cul-
minating with the establishment of the Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion in the U.S. House of 
Representatives; encouraging companies to 
consider the future of their work through a ra-
cial equity lens, resulting in companies like 
McKinsey & Company. Another example of 
the fruition of their work would be The Atlantic 
and the National Skills Coalition releasing, 
‘The Future of Work’ reports and hosting lis-
tening sessions. Over the last five decades, 
they have successfully convened leaders of 
major cities to discuss workforce moderniza-
tion in Black communities. 

The Joint Center for Political and Economic 
Studies’ work is more relevant and necessary 
now than ever before. In the face of a crisis 
disproportionately affecting Black Americans’ 
health outcomes and economic security en-
compassed by a global pandemic, we must 
push for a national agenda with viable solu-
tions that address the systemic racism that 
prompted these inequities. 

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate the Joint 
Center for Political and Economic Studies for 
their successes over the years, let us also re-
affirm our commitment as a body to working 
alongside them and others to advance noble 
ideas and policies that promote the Black 
community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION 
DECLARING THAT PUBLIC TRAN-
SIT IS A NATIONAL PRIORITY 
WHICH REQUIRES FUNDING 
EQUAL TO THE LEVEL OF HIGH-
WAY FUNDING 

HON. JESÚS G. ‘‘CHUY’’ GARCÍA 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce a resolution declaring 
that public transit is a national priority which 
requires funding equal to the level of highway 
funding along with my colleagues HAKEEM 
JEFFRIES from New York and AYANNA 
PRESSLEY from Massachusetts. 

Joining us in this introduction are 30 other 
members from across the country and dozens 
of organizations invested in ensuring we build 
a more just, equitable, and sustainable trans-
portation system in America. 

The near 40-year precedent of an ‘‘80–20’’ 
split between highway and transit funding 
does not reflect our citizens, businesses, and 
communities’ needs for safe, reliable, and con-
venient public transportation. The split 
underfunds transit needs leaving too many re-
liant on deteriorating transit systems with infre-
quent, inconvenient, and unreliable service. 

The 80–20 split was agreed to in 1982, 
when 1 cent of a 5 cent gas tax increase was 
dedicated to transit. But since 2008, over $144 
billion in taxpayer dollars have supplemented 
gas tax revenues for highway and transit 
spending. The user fee is not working as in-
tended, yet the 80–20 funding split persists. 

Transit is an essential lifeline for the over 
one million rural households without a car and 
millions of Americans of color disproportion-
ately reliant on public transit. 2.8 million es-
sential workers and millions more rely on tran-
sit to access their jobs, food, and health care. 

In Chicago, CTA trains and Pace Buses are 
the arteries of our city and they’ve kept our 
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people moving—especially frontline workers 
who keep our country moving despite the rag-
ing pandemic. 

Rebuilding a stronger, sustainable economy 
will require robust, reliable, and frequent tran-
sit and we must fund transit equitably like the 
vital public good and toll for economic em-
powerment that it is. 

f 

HONORING PENNY BISIGNANO AS 
IOWAN OF THE WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, October was 
National Bullying Prevention Month. As such, 
I rise today to ask my colleagues in the House 
of Representatives to join me in recognizing 
Penny Bisignano for her efforts in bullying pre-
vention in our schools. She has played a key 
role in supporting anti-bullying training and 
programming for teachers, parents, and stu-
dents in Iowa. In fact, our Senate colleagues 
may remember Penny’s 2012 testimony on the 
issue of bullying. 

In 2018 alone, there were more than 
835,000 reported incidents of bullying among 
students ages 12 through 18. As a parent, 
these numbers are deeply concerning. While 
the act of bullying is nothing new, the rise of 
on line communication, social media, and 
smart phones has provided new and highly 
accessible environments for aggressions to 
occur. As a result, bullying has become more 
subversive and difficult to recognize. Thank-
fully, we have people like Penny who have 
coached teachers, students, and parents on 
what to look for and how these incidents can 
be prevented. 

While working with school counselors, 
Penny began to see concerning trends in the 
way children were treating each other. She re-
alized she wanted to help people better under-
stand the seriousness of bullying and how dif-
ficult it can be for children to talk about. In 
2004, she decided it was time to act and set 
her sights on championing bullying prevention 
statewide. 

For years, Penny ran the Olweus Bullying 
Prevention Program in Iowa. The Olweus Pro-
gram has a comprehensive approach to cre-
ating a positive and safe environment in 
schools. The program’s goal is to not only re-
duce the number of bullying incidents in 
schools, but also improve relations between 
students. By addressing antisocial behaviors, 
this programming has been found to reduce 
bullying among students as well as truancy 
and vandalism. Iowa is fortunate to have not 
only quality programming available, but also 
so many dedicated organizations working to 
keep all children safe. 

A longtime education consultant, Penny has 
participated in the Iowa Safe and Supportive 
Schools Grants Team, focusing on prevention 
and intervention. She’s provided training and 
networking statewide and facilitated various 
projects for the improvement of schools and 
teachers’ roles in bullying prevention. Penny 
also expanded her expertise beyond Iowa by 
dedicating five years to the Board of Directors 
for the International Bullying Prevention Asso-
ciation. She eventually founded her own small 
business, Bisignano Consulting and Coaching, 

to work on several projects including a study 
observing possible links between bullying and 
chronic health conditions. 

Penny remains passionate about bullying 
prevention. In fact, she’s come out of retire-
ment three times to continue her work. That 
speaks volumes about Penny’s character and 
rings true for so many Iowans: if there’s a job 
to do, they won’t rest until it’s done well. She’s 
now enjoying her fourth (and hopefully final) 
retirement while still offering expertise when-
ever asked. Penny hopes her fellow Iowans 
continue having conversations about bullying 
so children and adults alike can learn how to 
better care for one another, and I couldn’t 
agree more. It is my honor to recognize Penny 
Bisignano as our Iowan of the Week. 

f 

CELEBRATING A.G. HEINS 
COMPANY 100 YEARS OF SUCCESS 

HON. TIM BURCHETT 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, Amer-
ican entrepreneurial spirit is the bedrock of our 
nation’s economy, creating good-paying jobs, 
solving everyday problems and providing the 
goods and services we rely on. I rise today to 
celebrate one of East Tennessee’s own, the 
A.G. Heins Company, which rode that entre-
preneurial spirit from humble beginnings to 
100 years of success. 

Currently in its fourth generation of family 
ownership, the A.G. Heins Company has long 
provided building materials to the East Ten-
nessee region. The company provides nec-
essary resources to complete projects of all 
sizes, from individual household repairs to 
construction at the University of Tennessee. 

Staying in business for 100 years is no easy 
accomplishment, and the A.G. Heins Com-
pany persevered through many challenging 
economic times, such as the Great Depres-
sion and the Second World War. The com-
pany’s history is a reminder that small busi-
nesses can grow and innovate even in the 
face of adversity. 

I would like to extend my congratulations to 
the Heins family as they celebrate their 100th 
year in business this month, and I wish them 
many more years of success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 239, H.R. 8354— 
Servicemembers and Veterans Initiative Act. 

f 

REMEMBERING ANNABELLE 
BEAUCHAMP 

HON. JOE CUNNINGHAM 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker, I 
arise today to honor the short life of Annabelle 
Kristine Beauchamp of Bellevue, Kentucky. 

Annabelle was only three years of age when 
she left us on December 2, 2020. But in that 
short time on earth, she inspired a multitude of 
people with her great inner strength, deter-
mination, and fearless zest for life. She bedaz-
zled the world as to how anyone so frail could 
be so powerful. 

Born with Downs Syndrome and a badly 
damaged heart she endured against all odds. 
Annabelle fought her way through numerous 
surgeries, and frequent and prolonged stays in 
the hospital. In the end, it still took a mon-
strous and murderous worldwide pandemic to 
vanquish her. With her death-grappling strug-
gle she easily won all of us to her side. As Vir-
gil wrote, ‘‘those things doomed to die, touch 
the heart.’’ 

Against the torrent of hardships which beset 
her from the very beginning, sweet Annabelle 
gallantly soldiered on through it all. With her 
captivating smile and determination, she 
breathed life into the state’s ethos of unbridled 
spirit. 

Though faced with many obstacles at birth, 
Annabelle was richly blessed with two incred-
ibly brave and loving parents—Will and Jessi 
Beauchamp. They proved to be a match in 
love and devotion with little Annabelle’s un-
daunted courage. 

Anyone blessed to have known Annabelle 
during her short life knows that she did not in-
tend to leave us so soon. She intended to live, 
to grow, to thrive and to bless us all for a long 
time to come. She intended to stay and bless 
us, no matter what it took. But, tragically, 
death conquers the earthly vessel in which we 
live, even if possessed of the vigor and zest 
as our little heroine. Annabelle left behind a lit-
tle bit of herself wherever she went. No 
amount of physical impediments nor human 
restraints can be retentive to the strength of 
spirit. She left us with the eternal gift of that 
spirit. Even now, though freshly gone, she 
whispers to us in her own unique and endear-
ing voice. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry, 
I am not dead, I did not die. 
I am the stars that shine at night, 
I am the sun in morning’s light. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry, 
I do not sleep, I did not die. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DAN F. 
MOHON 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise today to honor the life 
and legacy of Dan Mohon who passed away 
on December 6, 2020, just four days shy of 
his 81st birthday. Dan filled his days with hard 
work and loyal service to his faith, family, 
friends, and community. 

Dan F. Mohon was born in Vernon, Texas, 
on December 10, 1939, to his parents Walter 
and Flora Pauline Beach Mohon. Just before 
his 13th birthday, Dan, as the eldest child, 
took on the responsibility of caring for his 
mother and younger siblings, Nanene and 
Gary, following his father’s death. In order to 
care for his family, Dan worked 32 hours a 
week while continuing his education. 

After Dan graduated from Quanah High 
School in 1958, he attended Texas Tech Uni-
versity where he graduated with a degree in 
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