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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I was unable to be present on January 7, 
2020 for Roll Call Vote 1. Had I been present, 
I would have answered Present on Roll Call 
Vote 1. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID CONDON, 
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF SPOKANE 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor and thank 
Mayor David Condon, who will go down as 
Spokane’s most significant mayor since Expo 
’74. Mayor Condon is a friend, my former dis-
trict director and deputy chief of staff, a former 
U.S. Army Captain, and a visionary and com-
passionate leader who during his eight years 
of service to the City of Spokane showed that 
a good government doesn’t have to be an ex-
pensive one. 

When David earned the trust of Spokane’s 
citizens and was elected as mayor, the crime 
in the city was high, development had slowed, 
and the river that runs through the heart of the 
city was becoming more polluted every day. 
David set out with a tremendous vision to re-
verse these trends, and lead a revitalization of 
the city that will continue to be realized and 
appreciated for decades to come. 

During his time as the Mayor of Spokane— 
the largest city in my district—David was 
known for his focus on solutions to help the 
city grow and modernize for the future. He 
was instrumental in championing the revival of 
Spokane’s Riverfront Park, cleaning up our 
river and restoring the lifeblood of Spokane. 
His efforts were recognized nationally, includ-
ing by President Obama. 

During his thoughtful tenure, Spokane 
thrived because David always worked to bring 
new and exciting businesses to our area and 
provide even more opportunities for people to 
build a better life. The city’s median household 
income has increased by 37 percent since 
2014, job growth is up 3.9 percent since 2015, 
and the crime rate is down. The future of Spo-
kane’s libraries is secured through David’s 
leadership in passing a bond to remodel four 
existing libraries and build three more. David 
also championed rebuilding the city’s aging in-
frastructure through smart investment and en-
couraging private partnerships. He hired more 
police officers, firefighters, and emergency re-
sponders and improved our emergency serv-
ice response time to better protect and serve 
the city. Spokane, and all of Eastern Wash-
ington, is stronger today because of Mayor 
Condon’s remarkable and visionary leader-
ship. 

He put Spokane on the map. We are no 
longer a medium-sized town in search of our 
identity, we are a national model and a shining 
example for other cities to follow. That is be-
cause of David’s time, talent, sweat, and 
tears. 

I’m proud to call David a friend and col-
league. As he embarks on the next chapter, 
we will miss the leadership that he brought. 
On behalf of Washington’s Fifth Congressional 
District, I thank Mayor Condon for his eight 
years of service and commitment to the City of 
Spokane. He left the city better off than he 
found it and truly made Spokane the ‘‘City of 
Choice.’’ 

f 

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TRUMP 

HON. W. GREGORY STEUBE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Mr. STEUBE. Madam Speaker, in light of 
how the House concluded 2019 with the pas-
sage of Articles of Impeachment, and the cur-
rent state of the process, the constituents of 
Florida’s 17th Congressional District and all 
Americans must be informed about the truth of 
this process as accurately conveyed in this let-
ter from President Trump to Speaker PELOSI. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, December 17, 2019. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I write to express 
my strongest and most powerful protest 
against the partisan impeachment crusade 
being pursued by the Democrats in the House 
of Representatives. This impeachment rep-
resents an unprecedented and unconstitu-
tional abuse of power by Democrat Law-
makers, unequaled in nearly two and a half 
centuries of American legislative history. 

The Articles of Impeachment introduced 
by the House Judiciary Committee are not 
recognizable under any standard of Constitu-
tional theory, interpretation, or jurispru-
dence. They include no crimes, no mis-
demeanors, and no offenses whatsoever. You 
have cheapened the importance of the very 
ugly word, impeachment! 

By proceeding with your invalid impeach-
ment, you are violating your oaths of office, 
you are breaking your allegiance to the Con-
stitution, and you are declaring open war on 
American Democracy. You dare to invoke 
the Founding Fathers in pursuit of this elec-
tion-nullification scheme—yet your spiteful 
actions display unfettered contempt for 
America’s founding and your egregious con-
duct threatens to destroy that which our 
Founders pledged their very lives to build. 
Even worse than offending the Founding Fa-
thers, you are offending Americans of faith 
by continually saying ‘‘I pray for the Presi-
dent,’’ when you know this statement is not 
true, unless it is meant in a negative sense. 
It is a terrible thing you are doing, but you 
will have to live with it, not I! 

Your first claim, ‘‘Abuse of Power,’’ is a 
completely disingenuous, meritless, and 
baseless invention of your imagination. You 
know that I had a totally innocent conversa-
tion with the President of Ukraine. I then 
had a second conversation that has been mis-
quoted, mischaracterized, and fraudulently 
misrepresented. Fortunately, there was a 
transcript of the conversation taken, and 
you know from the transcript (which was im-
mediately made available) that the para-
graph in question was perfect. I said to 
President Zelensky: ‘‘I would like you to do 
us a favor, though, because our country has 
been through a lot and Ukraine knows a lot 
about it.’’ I said do us a favor, not me, and 
our country, not a campaign. I then men-
tioned the Attorney General of the United 

States. Every time I talk with a foreign lead-
er, I put America’s interests first, just as I 
did with President Zelensky. 

You are turning a policy disagreement be-
tween two branches of government into an 
impeachable offense—it is no more legiti-
mate than the Executive Branch charging 
members of Congress with crimes for the 
lawful exercise of legislative power. 

You know full well that Vice President 
Biden used his office and $1 billion dollars of 
U.S. aid money to coerce Ukraine into firing 
the prosecutor who was digging into the 
company paying his son millions of dollars. 
You know this because Biden bragged about 
it on video. Biden openly stated: ‘‘I said, ‘I’m 
telling you, you’re not getting the billion 
dollars’ . . . I looked at them and said: ‘I’m 
leaving in six hours. If the prosecutor is not 
fired, you’re not getting the money.’ Well, 
son of a bitch. He got fired.’’ Even Joe Biden 
admitted just days ago in an interview with 
NPR that it ‘‘looked bad.’’ Now you are try-
ing to impeach me by falsely accusing me of 
doing what Joe Biden has admitted he actu-
ally did. 

President Zelensky has repeatedly de-
clared that I did nothing wrong, and that 
there was No Pressure. He further empha-
sized that it was a ‘‘good phone call,’’ that ‘‘I 
don’t feel pressure,’’ and explicitly stressed 
that ‘‘nobody pushed me.’’ The Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister stated very Clearly: ‘‘I 
have never seen a direct link between inves-
tigations and security assistance.’’ He also 
said there was ‘‘No Pressure.’’ Senator Ron 
Johnson of Wisconsin, a supporter of 
Ukraine who met privately with President 
Zelensky, has said: ‘‘At no time during this 
meeting . . . was there any mention by 
Zelensky or any Ukrainian that they were 
feeling pressure to do anything in return for 
the military aid.’’ Many meetings have been 
held between representatives of Ukraine and 
our country. Never once did Ukraine com-
plain about pressure being applied—not once! 
Ambassador Sandland testified that I told 
him: ‘‘No quid pro quo. I want nothing. I 
want nothing. I want President Zelensky to 
do the right thing, do what he ran on.’’ 

The second claim, so-called ‘‘Obstruction 
of Congress,’’ is preposterous and dangerous. 
House Democrats are trying to impeach the 
duly elected President of the United States 
for asserting Constitutionally based privi-
leges that have been asserted on a bipartisan 
basis by administrations of both political 
parties throughout our Nation’s history. 
Under that standard, every American presi-
dent would have been impeached many times 
over. As liberal law professor Jonathan 
Turley warned when addressing Congres-
sional Democrats: ‘‘I can’t emphasize this 
enough . . . if you impeach a president, if 
you make a high crime and misdemeanor out 
of going to the courts, it is an abuse of 
power. It’s your abuse of power. You’re doing 
precisely what you’re criticizing the Presi-
dent for doing.’’ 

Everyone, you included, knows what is 
really happening. Your chosen candidate lost 
the election in 2016, in an Electoral College 
landslide (306–227), and you and your party 
have never recovered from this defeat. You 
have developed a full-fledged case of what 
many in the media call Trump Derangement 
Syndrome and sadly, you will never get over 
it! You are unwilling and unable to accept 
the verdict issued at the ballot box during 
the great Election of 2016. So you have spent 
three straight years attempting to overturn 
the will of the American people and nullify 
their votes. You view democracy as your 
enemy! 

Speaker Pelosi, you admitted just last 
week at a public forum that your party’s im-
peachment effort has been going on for ‘‘two 
and a half years,’’ long before you ever heard 
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about a phone call with Ukraine. Nineteen 
minutes after I took the oath of office, the 
Washington Post published a story head-
lined, ‘‘The Campaign to Impeach President 
Trump Has Begun.’’ Less than three months 
after my inauguration, Representative Max-
ine Waters stated, ‘‘I’m going to fight every 
day until he’s impeached.’’ House Democrats 
introduced the first impeachment resolution 
against me within months of my inaugura-
tion, for what will be regarded as one of our 
country’s best decisions, the firing of James 
Cormey (see Inspector General Reports)— 
who the world now knows is one of the dirti-
est cops our Nation has ever seen. A ranting 
and raving Congresswoman, Rashida Tlaib, 
declared just hours after she was sworn into 
office, ‘‘We’re gonna go in there and we’re 
gonna impeach the motherf****r.’’ Rep-
resentative Al Green said in May, ‘‘I’m con-
cerned that if we don’t impeach this presi-
dent, he will get re-elected.’’ Again, you and 
your allies said, and did, all of these things 
long before you ever heard of President 
Zelensky or anything related to Ukraine. As 
you know very well, this impeachment drive 
has nothing to do with Ukraine, or the to-
tally appropriate conversation I had with its 
new president. It only has to do with your 
attempt to undo the election of 2016 and 
steal the election of 2020! 

Congressman Adam Schiff cheated and lied 
all the way up to the present day, even going 
so far as to fraudulently make up, out of 
thin air, my conversation with President 
Zelensky of Ukraine and read this fantasy 
language to Congress as though it were said 
by me. His shameless lies and deceptions, 
dating all the way back to the Russia Hoax, 
is one of the main reasons we are here today. 

You and your party are desperate to dis-
tract from America’s extraordinary econ-
omy, incredible jobs boom, record stock mar-
ket, soaring confidence, and flourishing citi-
zens. Your party simply cannot compete 
with our record: 7 million new jobs; the low-
est-ever unemployment for African Ameri-
cans, Hispanic Americans, and Asian Ameri-
cans; a rebuilt military; a completely re-
formed VA with Choice and Accountability 
for our great veterans; more than 170 new 
federal judges and two Supreme Court Jus-
tices: historic tax and regulation cuts; the 
elimination of the individual mandate; the 
first decline in prescription drug prices in 
half a century; the first new branch of the 
United States Military since 1947, the Space 
Force; strong protection of the Second 
Amendment; criminal justice reform; a de-
feated ISIS caliphate and the killing of the 
world’s number one terrorist leader, al- 
Baghdadi; the replacement of the disastrous 
NAFTA trade deal with the wonderful 
USMCA (Mexico and Canada); a break-
through Phase One trade deal with China; 
massive new trade deals with Japan and 
South Korea; withdrawal from the terrible 
Iran Nuclear Deal; cancellation of the unfair 
and costly Paris Climate Accord; becoming 
the world’s top energy producer; recognition 
of Israel’s capital, opening the American 
Embassy in Jerusalem, and recognizing 
Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights; a 
colossal reduction in illegal border crossings, 
the ending of Catch-and-Release, and the 
building of the Southern Border Wall—and 
that is just the beginning, there is so much 
more. You cannot defend your extreme poli-
cies—open borders, mass migration, high 
crime, crippling taxes, socialized healthcare, 
destruction of American energy, late-term 
taxpayer-funded abortion, elimination of the 
Second Amendment, radical far-left theories 
of law and justice, and constant partisan ob-
struction of both common sense and common 
good. 

There is nothing I would rather do than 
stop referring to your party as the Do-Noth-

ing Democrats. Unfortunately, I don’t know 
that you will ever give me a chance to do so. 

After three years of unfair and unwar-
ranted investigations, 45 million dollars 
spent, 18 angry Democrat prosecutors, the 
entire force of the FBI, headed by leadership 
now proven to be totally incompetent and 
corrupt, you have found NOTHING! Few peo-
ple in high position could have endured or 
passed this test. You do not know, nor do 
you care, the great damage and hurt you 
have inflicted upon wonderful and loving 
members of my family. You conducted a fake 
investigation upon the democratically elect-
ed President of the United States, and you 
are doing it yet again. 

There are not many people who could have 
taken the punishment inflicted during this 
period of time, and yet done so much for the 
success of America and its citizens. But in-
stead of putting our country first, you have 
decided to disgrace our country still further. 
You completely failed with the Mueller re-
port because there was nothing to find, so 
you decided to take the next hoax that came 
along, the phone call with Ukraine—even 
though it was a perfect call. And by the way, 
when I speak to foreign countries, there are 
many people, with permission, listening to 
the call on both sides of the conversation. 

You are the ones interfering in America’s 
elections. You are the ones subverting Amer-
ica’s Democracy. You are the ones Obstruct-
ing Justice. You are the ones bringing pain 
and suffering to our Republic for your own 
selfish personal, political, and partisan gain. 

Before the Impeachment Hoax, it was the 
Russian Witch Hunt. Against all evidence, 
and regardless of the truth, you and your 
deputies claimed that my campaign colluded 
with the Russians—a grave, malicious, and 
slanderous lie, a falsehood like no other. You 
forced our Nation through turmoil and tor-
ment over a wholly fabricated story, ille-
gally purchased from a foreign spy by Hil-
lary Clinton and the DNC in order to assault 
our democracy. Yet, when the monstrous lie 
was debunked and this Democrat conspiracy 
dissolved into dust, you did not apologize. 
You did not recant. You did not ask to be 
forgiven. You showed no remorse, no capac-
ity for self-reflection. Instead, you pursued 
your next libelous and vicious crusade—you 
engineered an attempt to frame and defame 
an innocent person. All of this was moti-
vated by personal political calculation. Your 
Speakership and your party are held hostage 
by your most deranged and radical rep-
resentatives of the far left. Each one of your 
members lives in fear of a socialist primary 
challenger—this is what is driving impeach-
ment. Look at Congressman Nadler’s chal-
lenger. Look at yourself and others. Do not 
take our country down with your party. 

If you truly cared about freedom and lib-
erty for our Nation, then you would be de-
voting your vast investigative resources to 
exposing the full truth concerning the FBI’s 
horrifying abuses of power before, during, 
and after the 2016 election—including the use 
of spies against my campaign, the submis-
sion of false evidence to a FISA court, and 
the concealment of exculpatory evidence in 
order to frame the innocent. The FBI has 
great and honorable people, but the leader-
ship was inept and corrupt. I would think 
that you would personally be appalled by 
these revelations, because in your press con-
ference the day you announced impeach-
ment, you tied the impeachment effort di-
rectly to the completely discredited Russia 
Hoax, declaring twice that ‘‘all roads lead to 
Putin,’’ when you know that is an abject lie. 
I have been far tougher on Russia than Presi-
dent Obama ever even thought to be. 

Any member of Congress who votes in sup-
port of impeachment—against every shred of 
truth, fact, evidence, and legal principle—is 

showing how deeply they revile the voters 
and how truly they detest America’s Con-
stitutional order. Our Founders feared the 
tribalization of partisan politics, and you are 
bringing their worst fears to life. 

Worse still, I have been deprived of basic 
Constitutional Due Process from the begin-
ning of this impeachment scam right up 
until the present. I have been denied the 
most fundamental rights afforded by the 
Constitution, including the right to present 
evidence, to have my own counsel present, to 
confront accusers, and to call and cross-ex-
amine witnesses, like the so-called whistle-
blower who started this entire hoax with a 
false report of the phone call that bears no 
relationship to the actual phone call that 
was made. Once I presented the transcribed 
call, which surprised and shocked the 
fraudsters (they never thought that such evi-
dence would be presented), the so-called 
whistleblower, and the second whistleblower, 
disappeared because they got caught, their 
report was a fraud, and they were no longer 
going to be made available to us. In other 
words, once the phone call was made public, 
your whole plot blew up, but that didn’t stop 
you from continuing. 

More due process was afforded to those ac-
cused in the Salem Witch Trials. 

You and others on your committees have 
long said impeachment must be bipartisan— 
it is not. You said it was very divisive—it 
certainly is, even far more than you ever 
thought possible-and it will only get worse! 

This is nothing more than an illegal, par-
tisan attempted coup that will, based on re-
cent sentiment, badly fail at the voting 
booth. You are not just after me, as Presi-
dent, you are after the entire Republican 
Party. But because of this colossal injustice, 
our party is more united than it has ever 
been before. History will judge you harshly 
as you proceed with this impeachment cha-
rade. Your legacy will be that of turning the 
House of Representatives from a revered leg-
islative body into a Star Chamber of par-
tisan persecution. 

Perhaps most insulting of all is your false 
display of solemnity. You apparently have so 
little respect for the American People that 
you expect them to believe that you are ap-
proaching this impeachment somberly, re-
servedly, and reluctantly. No intelligent per-
son believes what you are saying. Since the 
moment I won the election, the Democrat 
Party has been possessed by Impeachment 
Fever. There is no reticence. This is not a 
somber affair. You are making a mockery of 
impeachment and you are scarcely con-
cealing your hatred of me, of the Republican 
Party, and tens of millions of patriotic 
Americans. The voters are wise, and they are 
seeing straight through this empty, hollow, 
and dangerous game you are playing. 

I have no doubt the American people will 
hold you and the Democrats fully responsible 
in the upcoming 2020 election. They will not 
soon forgive your perversion of justice and 
abuse of power. 

There is far too much that needs to be 
done to improve the lives of our citizens. It 
is time for you and the highly partisan 
Democrats in Congress to immediately cease 
this impeachment fantasy and get back to 
work for the American People. While I have 
no expectation that you will do so, I write 
this letter to you for the purpose of history 
and to put my thoughts on a permanent and 
indelible record. 

One hundred years from now, when people 
look back at this affair, I want them to un-
derstand it and learn from it. so that it can 
never happen to another President again. 

Sincerely yours, 
DONALD J. TRUMP, 

President of the United States of America. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND 

RE-OPENING OF THE MICHIGAN 
UNION 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the grand re-opening of the 
Michigan Union. 

The Michigan Union is a cornerstone of the 
University of Michigan. Opened in 1919, the 
Michigan Union is one of the oldest college 
unions in the country. For nearly a century, 
the Michigan Union has given students, fac-
ulty, and members of the Ann Arbor commu-
nity a space to gather, study, and socialize. 
Throughout the years, the Michigan Union has 
undergone a great deal of transformation and 
witnessed some of our nation’s greatest histor-
ical moments. On the morning of October 14, 
1960, Democratic presidential nominee John 
F. Kennedy gave an impromptu speech that 
laid the groundwork for the Peace Corps. 
Later, during a visit to the University of Michi-
gan, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. joined students 
in the Michigan Union to discuss his thoughts 
on discrimination and the future of integration 
in America. To carry on this impactful legacy 
and adapt to meet the needs of 21st century 
students, the Michigan Union closed in May 
2018 to undergo an $85.2 million renovation. 

Today, we celebrate the Michigan Union as 
it opens its doors once again. While maintain-
ing the architectural integrity of the 1919 origi-
nal structure, Michigan Union has vastly re-
modeled internal features. Aside from tech-
nology upgrades and infrastructure renewals, 
the Michigan Union now includes expanded 
lounge and study rooms, a revolutionary idea 
hub, an enclosed courtyard, collaborative 
spaces, and a host of different food vendors. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in celebrating the grand re-opening 
of the Michigan Union. Through the historical 
renovation, the Michigan Union will continue to 
be an iconic symbol of the University of Michi-
gan for generations to come. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH MAYNE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Joseph Mayne. 
Joseph is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 356, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joseph has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Joseph has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jo-
seph has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Joseph lo-
cated, plotted out, and painted mile markers 

for every quarter-mile along a four-mile loop 
around Watkins Mill Lake in Watkins Mill State 
Park, allowing first responders to have some 
means of locating those in need of their help 
when an emergency call is made and for 
hikers to track their progress around the lake. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joseph Mayne for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF FATHER GEORGE 
CLEMENTS 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, in 1971 the 
Congressional Black Caucus was formed by 
the following Members of Congress: 

Representative Shirley A. Chisholm (D– 
NY.); Representative William L. Clay, Sr. (D– 
MO); Representative George W. Collins (D– 
IL); Representative John Conyers (D–MI); 
Representative Ronald V. Dellums (D–CA); 
Representative Charles C. Diggs, Jr. (D–MI); 
Representative Augustus F. Hawkins (D–CA); 
Representative Ralph H. Metcalfe (D–IL); Rep-
resentative Parren J. Mitchell (D–MD); Rep-
resentative Robert N.C. Nix, Sr. (D–PA); Rep-
resentative Charles B. Rangel (D–NY); Rep-
resentative Louis Stokes (D–OH); and Dele-
gate Walter E. Fauntroy (D–D.C.). 

Congressman William L. Clay, Sr. invited 
Father George Clements, Pastor of Holy An-
gels Catholic Church in Chicago, lllinois, to 
provide the Invocation for the Congressional 
Black Caucus’ inaugural Dinner. He prayed: 

‘‘Lord, make the Congressional Black Cau-
cus instruments of Your peace. Where there 
is hatred, let Augustus Hawkins and Walter 
Fauntroy sow love. Where there Is injury let 
Charles Diggs and Robert Nix bring pardon. 
Where there is doubt let Shirley Chisholm 
restore faith. Where there is despair let Ron-
ald Dellums bring hope. Where there is dark-
ness let Charles Diggs Bring light and where 
there is sadness let William Clay bring joy. 

‘‘O Divine Master grant that John Conyers 
may not so much seek to be consoled as to 
console: That George Collins may not so 
much seek to be understood as to under-
stand; That Louis Stokes may not so much 
seek to be loved as to love. 

‘‘For it is in giving that Parren Mitchell 
receives. It is in dying that the Congres-
sional Black Caucus is born to eternal life.’’ 

While Father Clements was the first to pro-
vide an invocation to the Congressional Black 
Caucus Dinner, he also had many other 
‘‘firsts’’ in his lifetime. 

In 1945, Father Clements was the first Afri-
can American graduate of Archbishop Quigley 
Preparatory Seminary. He was ordained as a 
priest in 1957 and went on to become the first 
African American priest to serve at Holy An-
gels Parish on Chicago’s South side from 
1969 to 1991. He helped create programs like 
the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus to 
support African-Americans within the church. 

Father Clements spearheaded the ‘‘One 
Church-One Child’’ program in 1980, which 

aimed to spur Catholic churches to find adop-
tive parents for orphaned black children. In 
fact, he was the first Catholic priest to adopt 
a child, and later adopted 3 more sons. He 
also started a program for people living with 
drug addiction in 1944, and another for incar-
cerated people and their families in 1999. 

Father Clements also served at other Chi-
cago parishes, including St. Ambrose from 
July 1957 to July 1962, and St. Dorothy from 
July 1962 to June 1969. Outside of Chicago, 
Clements served at the Diocese of Nassau 
(Bahamas) from September 1991 to October 
1993, and the Archdiocese of Washington, 
D.C., from October 1993 to March 2006. 

He was a longtime civil rights advocate from 
Chicago’s Southside. He marched with Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., in Chicago, Alabama 
and Mississippi. Father Clements was one of 
the first voices advocating for civil rights for 
African Americans within the Catholic Church, 
according to Rev. Michael Pfleger of St. 
Sabina Church on Chicago’s South Side. His 
career inspired a made-for-television movie in 
1989, ‘‘The Father Clements Story’’. 

Father Clements was born ‘‘George Harold 
Clements’’ in Chicago in 1932. On Monday, 
November 25, 2019, Father Clements passed 
away at the age of 87. As a devoted priest, 
human and civil rights activist, and trailblazer, 
he will surely be missed by the communities 
he served. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
DENNY CHEN 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to celebrate the life of Mr. Denny 
Chen, a beloved member of California’s 33rd 
Congressional District, who passed away at 
the age of 81 on November 15, 2019 in Tor-
rance, California. Denny’s dental practice has 
served South Bay residents for more than 30 
years. 

Born on November 24, 1937 in Taiwan’s 
Sanxia District, Denny graduated from 
Keelung High School and attended Taiwan’s 
National Defense Medical University. Denny 
then served as a naval officer in the Republic 
of China Navy for 10 years before starting a 
private dental practice in 1969 in Taipei, Tai-
wan. 

Denny moved his family to the United 
States in 1978, where he enrolled at the Uni-
versity of Southern California School of Den-
tistry. He received his degree and opened his 
dental practice in Torrance in 1981, where he 
served the South Bay community for 33 years 
until his retirement in 2014. Denny’s family 
moved to Rancho Palos Verdes in 1989. 

Whether playing golf, ballroom dancing, or 
singing, Denny enjoyed the wonderful life he 
led and the people with whom he spent it. 
Denny is survived by his wife, Salina; stepson, 
Ben, and his wife, May; son, Peter, and his 
wife, Cindy; and three grandchildren: Kirk, 
Mark, and Priscilla. May his memory be a 
blessing to all the patients he cared for over 
the years and lives he touched in the commu-
nity. 
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