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IN HONOR OF DONALD A. 

BACHMAN 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Donald A. Bachman 
of Huntingdon County for his service in the 
United States Air Force. Donald is an out-
standing Pennsylvanian, and I am grateful for 
his service to our nation, the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and our community. 

In Pennsylvania and across the country, our 
veterans have served and sacrificed for Ameri-
cans’ freedom and our values. They answered 
the call to serve and fight for us—at a great 
cost. Truly, our veterans are the best of Amer-
ica. 

In Congress, it is my privilege—and my re-
sponsibility—to stand up for those who have 
served our country in uniform, as well as to 
recognize these brave Americans. As a nation, 
we are indebted to them. On behalf of the 
13th Congressional District, I thank Donald for 
his service to our nation and our community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALFRED 
LLEWELLYN HOBGOOD III 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of Alfred Llewellyn Hobgood III. 

Hobgood spent his entire life in North Caro-
lina. He was a successful businessman, a fix-
ture in the community and above all, a loving 
husband and father of two. 

Alfred Hobgood was born on December 3, 
1946 in Kinston, North Carolina to Alfred 
Llewellyn Hobgood, Jr. and Suefan Gooding 
Hobgood. 

He was raised in Smithfield and attended 
Darlington High School before attending the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. His 
time at UNC was formative to his life and the 
lessons he learned set him up for a successful 
career in the business world. 

After leaving UNC, he began his career 
under the arms of Jim Wheat of Wheat First 
Securities. 

Then he went to Scott and Stringfellow in 
Eastern North Carolina. After that, he went on 
to work for RBC Wealth Management, where 
he served as Senior Vice President. 

Alfred was a passionate UNC fan and an 
active alumnus, serving as an officer on sev-
eral boards, including as president of the Co- 
Founders Club and chairman of the Excel-
lence Fund. 

Alfred was also an avid golfer. He was a 
founding board member of Old Chatham Golf 
Club and a board member of The Rex Hos-
pital Open. And he passionately supported the 
First Tee of the Triangle as a past Director. 

His weight as a member of the community 
was felt all over North Carolina as he sup-
ported the Parrot Academy of Kinston, the 
LMH Foundation, the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill, St. Mary’s School in Ra-
leigh, Rex Hospital, and many other charitable 
causes. 

Sadly, Madam Speaker, Alfred Llewellyn 
Hobgood III passed away on October 6, 2019 
at the age of 72. He will be greatly missed by 
his family, friends, and the entire community. 

f 

HONORING AISHA ERMA LENORA 
SAFFOLD 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Aisha Erma 
Lenora Saffold, who is a pearl that begins as 
a particle of dust or dirt and finds its way in-
side an oyster. Then, the oyster coats the par-
ticle repeatedly over time—up to two to four 
years—until the finished product is a smooth, 
lustrous white pearl, which often has a value 
the same as a gemstone, ranging from hun-
dreds to even millions of dollars. 

They’re found at the bottom of the ocean. 
They take all the grime and the dust and the 
dirt from the sea, and they form this valuable 
gem. For bcnvhopes and dreams. 

Our P.E.A.R.L.S. members are led by young 
women who serve as mentors, and in tum, our 
mentors develop leadership skills that they will 
carry with them throughout life. We strive to 
help young teenage girls build self-esteem, 
develop leadership skills, and recognize com-
munity importance. 

She aspires to empower young women to 
believe in themselves and teach them that val-
idation comes from oneself. In a society where 
the media implants a false image of whom 
and what a young woman should resemble, 
she has vowed to take a stand to teach the 
contrary and impart knowledge and wisdom in 
PEARL’s lives. She wants every Mississippi 
girl to know that they are intelligent and beau-
tiful and can reach their goals and excel at all 
they put their hands towards. As long as they 
have someone in their corner backing and 
pushing them to pursue their dreams, they will 
attain them. 

She wants all of the world to know that 
good people and good things are happening in 
the Great State of Mississippi. 

Aisha knows that our Mississippi girls are 
future presidents, C.E.O.’s, ambassadors, pro-
ducers, doctors, teachers, entrepreneurs, and 
by molding and shaping them, they can 
achieve so much more. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing and congratulating Mrs. 
Aisha Erma Lenora Saffold for being actively 
involved and making great accomplishments in 
Holmes County. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LOUISE A. BEERS 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Louise A. Beers of 
Huntingdon County for her service in the 
United States Navy. Louise is an outstanding 
Pennsylvanian, and I am grateful for her serv-
ice to our nation, the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, and our community. 

In Pennsylvania and across the country, our 
veterans have served and sacrificed for Ameri-
cans’ freedom and our values. They answered 
the call to serve and fight for us—at a great 
cost. Truly, our veterans are the best of Amer-
ica. 

In Congress, it is my privilege—and my re-
sponsibility—to stand up for those who have 
served our country in uniform, as well as to 
recognize these brave Americans. As a nation, 
we are indebted to them. On behalf of the 
13th Congressional District, I thank Louise for 
her service to our nation and our community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE 
AND LEGACY OF ANTHONY 
‘‘TONY’’ VILLEGAS 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with an aching but appreciative heart, 
on behalf of the Kansas City community and 
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District, to 
honor the memory of Anthony ‘‘Tony’’ Villegas. 
Kansas City has lost a kindred spirit and 
happy warrior, who dedicated his life to serv-
ing his community. 

Scripture tells us, in 1 Peter 4:10, to use 
whatever gifts we have received from God to 
serve others, faithfully administering God’s 
grace in its various forms. As a member of the 
Parish Council for the St. John Evangelist 
Church in Kansas City, Tony understood this 
call to service better than most. Tony was 
blessed with the gift of a loving family, a beau-
tiful marriage that would last sixty-one years, 
and an unrelentingly optimistic demeanor, and 
he turned those gifts into a lifetime of public 
service. He served on several boards and 
commissions working to strengthen our com-
munity throughout his life, including a quarter- 
century stint on the Board of Public Utilities. 
Believing that our city was at its best when ev-
eryone was given a fair shot, he worked tire-
lessly to promote inclusivity and unity. During 
his eight years on the Kansas Human Rights 
Commission, he worked to eliminate discrimi-
nation, segregation, and animus against peo-
ple of color trying to access public accom-
modations and affordable housing. And during 
his tenure as the Commissioner of the Kansas 
City, Kansas Housing Authority, he held fast to 
his belief that access to safe and affordable 
housing was a fundamental human right, and 
he rejoiced every time he helped a family se-
cure a place to call home. Today, families 
across Kansas City are safe and warm with 
roofs above their heads because of Tony’s un-
wavering support and enthusiastic advocacy. 

Tony’s work did not stop at promoting equal 
treatment under the law and investing in fami-
lies’ success through affordable housing; he 
also worked tirelessly to promote equal access 
to education. As a Board Member and Vice- 
President of El Centro for eight years, he 
worked to provide young Latino children with 
high-quality education. This education has pro-
vided the foundation for thousands of students 
to lead healthier lives, bolster their economic 
mobility, and advocate for the Latino commu-
nity through elections and policy initiatives. 
Through the Academy for Children and var-
ious after-school enrichment programs, El 
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Centro has created a nurturing environment 
for young Latino students to appreciate their 
culture and history while also preparing them 
to participate fully in Kindergarten and elemen-
tary school. Tony also served as a board 
member of the Hispanic Media Association 
Scholarship Fund and the University of Central 
Missouri’s Cesar E. Chavez Scholarship Com-
mittee. As a result of Tony’s impassioned 
fundraising, these scholarships have been 
able to award thousands of dollars to deserv-
ing Latino students pursuing higher education 
and working towards a brighter future for 
themselves and their families. 

Tony undoubtedly accomplished extraor-
dinary progress for his community during his 
life, and we in Kansas City celebrate him as 
a local hero. But when you talked with him, his 
work would never come up. When Tony would 
greet people with his infectious smile and at-
tentive ears, he wanted to hear about their 
lives, their families, and their struggles. If you 
needed to laugh, he was quick to deliver a 
joke. If you needed to cry, he would wrap his 
arm around you and make you remember that 
you were not going through dark times alone. 
Whether he was celebrating new life, working 
through life’s problems, or mourning the end 
of a life, Tony served as a bright light and 
beacon of hope wherever he was. As friends 
and family gather to remember how Tony 
helped them through their lives, that beacon of 
hope will continue to shine brightly in their 
memories. 

Today, Kansas City’s thoughts are with 
Tony’s wife, Mary, his two sons, Anthony Jr. 
and Aquilino, his daughter, Mary Kay Villegas- 
Alitz, and his many nieces, nephews, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren, as they cel-
ebrate Tony’s life and remember the moments 
of compassion and care he gave the world. 
Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Tony’s legacy and offering our deepest condo-
lences to his family. As we celebrate the ac-
complishments of a life well-lived, let us re-
member how Tony used his God-given gifts to 
serve others. We may never truly know the full 
impact he had on our community, but make no 
mistake: Tony’s legacy will live on through 
every young leader he inspired to continue 
that everlasting endeavor to promote equality, 
inclusivity, and opportunity. Put simply, Kan-
sas City is better off today, tomorrow, and for 
generations to come, because of the time 
Tony gave us. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ELAINE COUTURE 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Elaine Couture, 
who has served in the health care sector of 
this country for over 40 years. She has out-
standing professional accomplishments in 
nursing and has shown dedication to her staff, 
community, and people in need. 

Elaine Suzann Couture was born in Omaha, 
Nebraska on July 18, 1955, to parents Quen-
tin and Mildred Bohrer. At a young age, Elaine 
knew that she wanted to be a nurse. She vol-
unteered as a candy striper and went straight 

from high school to college at Montana State 
University-Bozeman in 1973. 

Upon graduation, she worked for 10 years 
at Saint Vincent Hospital in Billings, Montana 
from 1977 to 1987 first as a bedside nurse 
and a flight nurse. Her ability to lead others 
gave her the opportunity to move into man-
agement and eventually start a new occupa-
tional medicine department. In 1987, she start-
ed at Saint Mary Medical Center as the Em-
ployee Health Manager. She was quickly pro-
moted to the Director of Quality, and then 
Chief Nursing Officer. 

She left Saint Mary’s in 2002 for Sacred 
Heart, where she served faithfully for nearly a 
decade. In 2012, she was promoted to the Re-
gional Chief Executive for Providence Health 
& Services for nearly eight years before she 
was promoted to Executive Vice President, 
Chief Executive of Eastern Washington & 
Western Montana. She oversaw 13 hospitals 
and over 23,000 medical staff. 

Elaine has served the people of our state, 
region, and country with a strong sense of 
self, leadership, knowledge, and passion for 
her work. In addition to her responsibilities for 
Providence, she served on numerous national 
and community boards including the Federal 
Reserve Board, American Hospital Association 
Rural Task Force, Washington State Hospital 
Association Board of Directors, Greater Spo-
kane Incorporated Governing Board, Wash-
ington State University Advisory Board and 
Spokane’s University District Board. 

Anyone who has had the pleasure of know-
ing and working with Elaine, describes her as 
nothing but determined, energetic, approach-
able, and compassionate. In addition to all her 
professional successes, Elaine kept her prior-
ities in life as God, Family, Word. Throughout 
her career she has shown dedication and a 
genuine care for the medical profession and 
those in it. This is exemplified in her willing-
ness to give back to the next generation of 
medical professionals by serving as an adjunct 
professor as Washington State University 
School of Nursing following the completion of 
her own B.S. in 1977 and her M.B.A. in 1994 
from Liberty University. 

Most recently, during the Coronavirus out-
break Elaine has again led with distinction dur-
ing challenging and uncertain times. She 
made it a priority to continuously adapt hos-
pital and clinic operations to meet the emer-
gent and changing needs of patients, frontline 
workers, and the community. 

Madam Speaker, for her commitment to 
health care, her exceptional, engaging manner 
and for her lasting impact on the lives of peo-
ple around her, I recognize Elaine Couture. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SHIRLEY E. BINARI 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Shirley E. Binari of 
Huntingdon County for her service in the 
United States Air Force. Shirley is an out-
standing Pennsylvanian, and I am grateful for 
her service to our nation, the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and our community. 

In Pennsylvania and across the country, our 
veterans have served and sacrificed for Ameri-
cans’ freedom and our values. They answered 
the call to serve and fight for us—at a great 
cost. Truly, our veterans are the best of Amer-
ica. 

In Congress, it is my privilege—and my re-
sponsibility—to stand up for those who have 
served our country in uniform, as well as to 
recognize these brave Americans. As a nation, 
we are indebted to them. On behalf of the 
13th Congressional District, I thank Shirley for 
her service to our nation and our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ARMY VETERAN 
JOHN PAUL CURRAN 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize my constituent, John Paul Curran and 
congratulate him on his 105th birthday. A vet-
eran, family man, Beatles fan, and so much 
more, ‘‘Uncle John’’—as his family lovingly 
calls him—has led a remarkable life. 

John’s story begins on November 11, 1915, 
in Honesdale, Pennsylvania. He spent his 
childhood there, enjoying time with his family, 
attending church, and playing baseball. In 
1933, he graduated from Honesdale Catholic 
High School before he was drafted into the 
Army nine years later. 

On May 18, 1942, John began his service to 
our nation. It was then that he formed his 
fondest memories—serving alongside his fel-
low Americans to serve and protect our coun-
try in World War II. He spent three months in 
basic training in Gadsden, Alabama, before 
working as a Postal Clerk, Grade T/4 in the 
Judge Advocates office, and a Rifleman, 
Grade T/4. As a Postal Clerk, John handled 
and dispatched classified information and in-
spected critical Victory Mail. He served in the 
Rhineland Offensive in Central Europe and 
went on to receive the Good Conduct Medal 
and the American Theater Campaign Medal 
with two Bronze Stars. 

After he was honorably discharged on Janu-
ary 10, 1946, John returned home to 
Honesdale, where he worked for General 
Electric. John’s entrepreneurial spirit led him 
to San Francisco in the 1950s where he was 
a partner in a small business and managed 
apartment buildings. After falling ill and receiv-
ing lifesaving care at a VA hospital, he moved 
to Palm Desert in 2003, where he now enjoys 
spending time with his grandnephews, family, 
and friends; playing bingo at the Joslyn Cen-
ter; reading and doing crossword puzzles; and 
playing the occasional penny slot machine. 

It is fitting that John shares his birthday with 
Veterans Day, a day devoted to recognizing 
and honoring all those who have sacrificed for 
our nation. 

On behalf of California’s 36th Congressional 
District, Happy Birthday, John. And we thank 
him for his years of service to our nation. As 
he celebrates this momentous occasion, his 
story is now recorded in our nation’s history 
and will live on for generations to come. 
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