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rightwing talk radio and TV personal-
ities. After negotiating overall funding 
levels for defense and nondefense 
spending last year, the President near-
ly vetoed the final 2018 Omnibus appro-
priations bill because he was criticized 
for the size and scope of the bill. Sec-
retary Mattis had to be summoned to 
the White House to explain how impor-
tant the bill was to the Pentagon be-
fore the President grudgingly agreed to 
sign it. 

Now there is no Secretary Mattis or 
anyone of his stature to give the Presi-
dent good counsel. If the President re-
mains implacable about his wall, it 
will be up to my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle to join with 
Democrats to pass the bipartisan bills 
we have already agreed on together and 
reopen the government. 

I hope they do so, and soon, as the 
lives of our constituents and the health 
and businesses of our States are at 
stake. 

The answer we have to give is not to 
the President. The answer is to that 
young woman working every day with-
out pay to protect the American public 
by inspecting foods that we eat. The 
answer we have to give is to that young 
Coast Guard officer who is working 
every day, trying to pay for and to af-
ford things for a young family without 
being paid. The only answer we can 
give them is that we are opening up 
this government immediately. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

TILLIS). The majority leader. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

‘‘ENOURA MARU’’ ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, today, 
we remember the 400 American and Al-
lied prisoners of war who died 74 years 
ago from friendly fire aboard the Japa-
nese hell ship Enoura Maru docked in 
Takeo Harbor, Formosa—modern-day 
Taiwan. 

Among the dead were men who left 
their homes in America, Australia, 
Canada, Great Britain, the Nether-
lands, Norway, and Czechoslovakia to 
fight an enemy they did not know, in 
places few of them had heard of, all in 
pursuit of a common cause: freedom, 
justice, and equality. These heroes 
were part of the infamous 45-day odys-
sey of the last transport of prisoners of 
war from the Philippines to Japan— 
captive since the American territory 
fell to Imperial Japan in the spring of 
1942 after fighting to defend the Phil-
ippines. 

On the morning of January 9, 1945, 
dive bombers from the USS Hornet at-

tacked the unmarked freighter holding 
1,300 prisoners of war docked in the 
Japanese colony’s harbor. Two hundred 
died instantly. Nearly everyone else 
was wounded. For 2 days, the men were 
left in the floating wreckage before the 
Japanese permitted the dead to be re-
moved. Their remains were buried 
ashore in mass graves. 

After the war, the 400 victims of the 
bombing of the Enoura Maru were ex-
humed and eventually brought to the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific in Hawaii. They rest in 20 mass 
graves marked only as ‘‘Unknowns 
January 9, 1945.’’ Their families did not 
learn the final fate of their loved ones 
until 2001. 

This past August, we remembered 
these brave men with a memorial stone 
on the Memorial Walk at the Cemetery 
honoring the prisoners of war aboard 
the hell ship Enoura Maru. The Amer-
ican Defenders of Bataan and Cor-
regidor Memorial Society, an organiza-
tion that represents the American pris-
oners of war of Imperial Japan and 
their families, organized the com-
memoration in Hawaii. 

That memorial stone is a monument 
to their courage, suffering, and sac-
rifice. It commemorates their tragic 
death 74 years ago and marks their 
final return home. Let that stone and 
our remembrance of the prisoners of 
war on the Enoura Maru remind us of 
our sacred commitment to veterans of 
all eras to ‘‘never forget.’’ May they 
rest in peace. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DICK TRAMMEL 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to acknowledge the remarkable 
career and service of a man who has 
played an instrumental role in the 
growth and development of northwest 
Arkansas over the last four decades. 

Dick Trammel, a pillar of the com-
munity and a leader who has been in-
volved in almost everything positive 
that has happened in and around my 
hometown of Rogers, AR, has con-
cluded his service at Arvest Bank after 
43 years. He is also ending a 10-year 
term on the Arkansas Highway Com-
mission this month. 

Dick is a homegrown Arkansan. A 
native of Pocahontas, he attended the 
University of Arkansas where he was a 
cheerleader for the Hogs football team 
and earned a bachelor of science degree 
in business administration in 1960. 
After graduation, Dick returned home 
to work in the cotton gin and grain ele-
vator business and became an active 
member and leader in Pocahontas and 
Randolph County. 

As we all now know, the 1960s saw the 
founding of retail giant Walmart by 
Sam Walton. As Walmart was 
headquartered in Bentonville, Sam was 
able to entice Dick to relocate to the 
region and join First National Bank & 
Trust Company in Rogers in 1975. First 

National Bank eventually became part 
of Arvest Bank and Dick worked for 
the company for over four decades, re-
tiring as executive vice president, 
member of the board of directors and 
board secretary of Arvest Bank, Rog-
ers. 

While enjoying a successful career at 
Arvest, Dick also played an outsized 
role in northwest Arkansas. He served 
as president and board member of the 
Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce, was a board member at a local 
United Way, founded the Single Parent 
Scholarship Fund in Benton County, 
was a charter member of the Northwest 
Arkansas Community College Board of 
Trustees, and served on the Rogers 
Youth Center Board of Directors, 
among so many other philanthropic 
and civic endeavors. 

He is also a board member of the U.S. 
Marshals Museum Foundation which is 
incredibly meaningful given the impor-
tance of the Marshals Service to the re-
gion and the work we have done to help 
make the U.S. Marshals Museum in 
Fort Smith a reality. We worked to-
gether not only in that capacity, but in 
many other ways to help the region 
grow as Dick has spent the last 10 
years on our State’s highway commis-
sion following his appointment to the 
panel by former Governor Mike Beebe 
in 2009. 

Just recently it was announced that, 
through many years of persistent work 
between members of Congress from Ar-
kansas and Missouri and the respective 
legislatures and State government 
agencies in both States, that a multi-
million-dollar grant has been secured 
to complete the Bella Vista Bypass on 
Interstate 49. Dick and his colleagues 
on the highway commission understood 
just how important this was for the re-
gion and worked hand-in-hand with the 
congressional delegation to reach this 
outcome. 

As Dick’s service at Arvest and on 
the Arkansas Highway Commission 
comes to a close, it is only fitting to 
recognize his enormous impact on a re-
gion in Arkansas that has experienced 
so much growth and transformation 
throughout his career. Throughout all 
this change, Dick Trammel has re-
mained a constant source of stability, 
leadership, and willingness to do what-
ever it takes to improve the quality of 
life for everyone in the community. 

When my brother and I moved to 
Rogers to establish a medical practice 
in 1977, Dick was one of the first people 
we met. During that time and over the 
decades that have followed, he has been 
a steadfast friend and mentor. I greatly 
admire and appreciate his many con-
tributions to a place we both love and 
have served in different capacities over 
the years. 

I wish Dick and his wife Nancy well 
as he begins a well-deserved retire-
ment. He has always been dedicated to 
helping people, and his lengthy career 
has demonstrated that commitment 
many times over. I am grateful to Dick 
and his entire family for the way they 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:18 Jan 10, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G09JA6.039 S09JAPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES100 January 9, 2019 
have served and led. Because of his ef-
forts, northwest Arkansas is in a much 
better place today than we he first 
called it home.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO URBAN RAHOI 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
today I honor an Alaska legend, Urban 
Rahoi, on the occasion of his 100th 
birthday, which occurred on Monday, 
January 6, 2019. Now, my colleagues 
might wonder, what the heck is an 
Urban Rahoi? 

To his admirers throughout the State 
of Alaska, the question is more appro-
priately stated: What is Urban Rahoi 
not? 

Urban is a World War II veteran, an 
Alaska pioneer, a homesteader, a lodge 
owner, a legendary hunting guide, an 
aviator, a snowmobiler, an entre-
preneur, and a statesman. They call 
him ‘‘Urban Legend—kind of an odd 
play on words because ‘‘urban legends’’ 
are supposed to be false, but you will 
not find a more direct and honest guy 
than Urban Rahoi. 

He has been flying for more than 80 
years and has survived three plane 
crashes with barely a bruise. That 
earned Urban a reputation of being 
somewhat indestructible. That reputa-
tion has only strengthened over the 
years. 

In 2016, Urban was out at his remote 
lodge on an inholding in the Wrangell- 
St. Elias National Park. He woke up at 
6 a.m. one morning with a ‘‘difficult to 
describe feeling.’’ He felt something 
was just wrong and needed to get out of 
there. Urban was 97 years old at the 
time. 

Now, most 97-year-olds who wake up 
to these feelings would likely call 911— 
not Urban. He gets in his plane and 
flies off from the lodge to Tok. Then he 
gets in a truck to begin a 202-mile drive 
to Fairbanks. He stops for breakfast, 
drops by a friend’s cabin for lunch and 
storytelling along the way, goes home 
for a half hour, and then drives over to 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital. It turns 
out Urban had suffered a stroke, albeit 
a minor one in his estimation. 

Urban is fond of saying: ‘‘In my dic-
tionary, two words don’t exist: can’t 
and impossible.’’ So he wasn’t about to 
let a little stroke stop him. Following 
his release from the hospital, Urban 
put in long hours in physical therapy. 
He was reportedly grumpy about miss-
ing fall hunting, but he was looking 
forward to returning to flying and par-
ticipating in the Tired Iron 
snowmachine race. 

The Tired Iron race is a fundraiser 
for the Boy Scouts that features racers 
in relatively ancient snowmachines, or 
what people in the lower 48 would call 
snowmobiles. Urban races a 1965 vin-
tage Polaris Mustang. He is known to 
quip that the iron may be tired, but he 
isn’t. True to form, Urban won the 2017 
Tired Iron, months after his stroke. 
Come to think of it, he won the 2018 
Tired Iron as well. 

Just as I said, ‘‘indestructible.’’ 

Urban Rahoi was originally from Iron 
Mountain. He learned to fly in 1934, 
making his first solo flight at age 15, 
and joined the Air Force in 1942, where 
he flew B–17s during World War II. 
After the war, Urban attended Michi-
gan Technological Institute for 18 
months. Restless, he began flying in 
Alaska and soon packed up his wife Vi, 
their four dogs, and a pile of gear into 
his three-passenger Super Cruiser, fly-
ing north to Fairbanks. That was in 
1947, a dozen years before statehood. 

He was one of the founding partners 
of Interior Airways, which at one point 
was one of the largest operators of C– 
130 cargo planes in the world. He re-
mained active in the Air Force Reserve 
in Alaska and founded his own air serv-
ice, which enabled him to get back to 
his homestead on the Tanana River 
every night. A real estate developer, as 
well, he developed the Lakeview Ter-
race subdivision in South Fairbanks. 

Urban holds Alaska State Guide li-
cense No. 1, issued shortly after state-
hood, but he began guiding from his 
Ptarmigan Lake Lodge even before 
Alaska statehood and remains a master 
sheep hunter today. 

My family has many stories from 
hunts with Urban, and all end with how 
Urban kicked their butts as he hiked 
up and down the mountain, packing 
more than his share. Urban’s energy 
humbled the strongest hunter, regard-
less of age. 

Urban is also a citizen-statesman. He 
served on the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough Assembly and has run for the 
Alaska Legislature several times. He 
remains active in the realm of game 
policy. 

In recent years, Urban has been 
working on a bucket list item: flying 
vintage planes. He flew the B–17G Yan-
kee Lady out of the Yankee Air Mu-
seum in Ypsilanti, MI, when he was 94. 
In 2015, he wanted to fly a B–17 over the 
National Mall in commemoration of 
VE Day. Despite my efforts to help him 
gain permission to fly, he ended up a 
passenger because the government 
wouldn’t let him fly in restricted air-
space. They clearly didn’t know my 
friend’s skill as an aviator. 

During a visit to Eielson Air Force 
Base in 2016, Urban told his hosts that 
he lives by a simple philosophy: ‘‘Be 
happy with what you do and if you 
aren’t happy, go find something you’ll 
be happy with.’’ By all accounts, Urban 
has enjoyed a happy and successful life 
following that philosophy. 

It is with great pleasure that I honor 
my friend Urban Rahoi in the U.S. Sen-
ate. On behalf of my colleagues, I ex-
tend Urban best wishes for what I know 
will continue to be an adventurous fu-
ture.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:20 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 128. An act to clarify the primary 
functions and duties of the Office of Advo-
cacy of the Small Business Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 227. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to specify what credit is given for 
certain subcontractors and to provide a dis-
pute process for non-payment to subcontrac-
tors, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 251. An act to extend by two years the 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards 
Program of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 259. An act to extend the Medicaid 
Money Follows the Person Rebalancing dem-
onstration, to extend protection for Medicaid 
recipients of home and community-based 
services against spousal impoverishment, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 269. An act to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under the Public Health Service Act 
and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act with respect to public health security 
and all-hazards preparedness and response, 
to clarify the regulatory framework with re-
spect to certain nonprescription drugs that 
are marketed without an approved drug ap-
plication, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 4 of the United 
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–196), 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2019, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the 
House of Representatives to the United 
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion: Mr. Evans of Pennsylvania. 

At 5:36 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 264. An act making appropriations for 
financial services and general government 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 227. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to specify what credit is given for 
certain subcontractors and to provide a dis-
pute process for non-payment to subcontrac-
tors, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 
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