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(II) who conducts the root cause analysis; 

and 
(III) how root cause analyses determine 

whether a patient death is suspicious or not. 
(ix) What triggers a patient safety alert, 

including how many suspicious deaths cause 
a patient safety alert to be triggered. 

(x) The situations in which an autopsy re-
port is ordered for deaths at hospitals of the 
Department, including an identification of— 

(I) when the medical examiner is called to 
review a patient death; and 

(II) the official or officials that decide such 
a review is necessary. 

(xi) The method for family members of a 
patient who died at a medical center of the 
Department to request an investigation into 
that death. 

(xii) The opportunities that exist for fam-
ily members of a patient who died at a med-
ical center of the Department to request an 
autopsy for that death. 

(xiii) The methods in place for employees 
of the Department to report suspicious 
deaths at medical centers of the Department. 

(xiv) The steps taken by the Department if 
an employee of the Department is suspected 
to be implicated in a suspicious death at a 
medical center of the Department, includ-
ing— 

(I) actions to remove or suspend that indi-
vidual from patient care or temporarily reas-
sign that individual and the speed at which 
that action occurs; and 

(II) steps taken to ensure that other med-
ical centers of the Department and other 
non-Department medical centers are aware 
of the suspected role of the individual in a 
suspicious death. 

(xv) In the case of the suspicious death of 
an individual while under care at a medical 
center of the Department, the methods used 
by the Department to inform the family 
members of that individual. 

(xvi) The policy of the Department for 
communicating to the public when a sus-
picious death occurs at a medical center of 
the Department. 

(B) A description of any additional au-
thorities or resources needed from Congress 
to implement any of the actions, changes to 
policy, or other matters included in the re-
port required under paragraph (1) 

(b) REPORT ON DEATHS AT LOUIS A. JOHNSON 
MEDICAL CENTER.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date on which the Attorney Gen-
eral indicates that any investigation or trial 
related to the suspicious deaths of veterans 
at the Louis A. Johnson VA Medical Center 
in Clarksburg, West Virginia, (in this sub-
section referred to as the ‘‘Facility’’) that 
occurred during 2017 and 2018 has sufficiently 
concluded, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report describing— 

(A) the events that occurred during that 
period related to those suspicious deaths; 
and 

(B) actions taken at the Facility and 
throughout the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to prevent any similar reoccurrence of 
the issues that contributed to those sus-
picious deaths. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) A timeline of events that occurred at 
the Facility relating to the suspicious deaths 
described in paragraph (1) beginning the mo-
ment those deaths were first determined to 
be suspicious, including any notifications 
to— 

(i) leadership of the Facility; 
(ii) leadership of the Veterans Integrated 

Service Network in which the Facility is lo-
cated; 

(iii) leadership at the central office of the 
Department; and 

(iv) the Office of the Inspector General of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

(B) A description of the actions taken by 
leadership of the Facility, the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Network in which the Facil-
ity is located, and the central office of the 
Department in response to the suspicious 
deaths, including responses to notifications 
under subparagraph (A). 

(C) A description of the actions, including 
root cause analyses, autopsies, or other ac-
tivities that were conducted after each of the 
suspicious deaths. 

(D) A description of the changes made by 
the Department since the suspicious deaths 
to procedures to control access within med-
ical centers of the Department to controlled 
and non-controlled substances to prevent 
harm to patients. 

(E) A description of the changes made by 
the Department to its nationwide controlled 
substance and non-controlled substance poli-
cies as a result of the suspicious deaths. 

(F) A description of the changes planned or 
made by the Department to its video surveil-
lance at medical centers of the Department 
to improve patient safety and quality of care 
in response to the suspicious deaths. 

(G) An analysis of the review of sentinel 
events conducted at the Facility in response 
to the suspicious deaths and whether that re-
view was conducted consistent with policies 
and procedures of the Department. 

(H) A description of the steps the Depart-
ment has taken or will take to improve the 
monitoring of the credentials of employees 
of the Department to ensure the validity of 
those credentials, including all employees 
that interact with patients in the provision 
of medical care. 

(I) A description of the steps the Depart-
ment has taken or will take to monitor and 
mitigate the behavior of employee bad ac-
tors, including those who attempt to conceal 
their mistreatment of veteran patients. 

(J) A description of the steps the Depart-
ment has taken or will take to enhance or 
create new monitoring systems that— 

(i) automatically collect and analyze data 
from medical centers of the Department and 
monitor for warnings signs or unusual health 
patterns that may indicate a health safety 
or quality problem at a particular medical 
center; and 

(ii) automatically share those warnings 
with other medical centers of the Depart-
ment, relevant Veterans Integrated Service 
Networks, and officials of the central office 
of the Department. 

(K) A description of the accountability ac-
tions that have been taken at the Facility to 
remove or discipline employees who signifi-
cantly participated in the actions that con-
tributed to the suspicious deaths. 

(L) A description of the system-wide re-
porting process that the Department will or 
has implemented to ensure that relevant em-
ployees are properly reported, when applica-
ble, to the National Practitioner Data Bank 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services, the applicable State licensing 
boards, the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, and other relevant entities. 

(M) A description of any additional au-
thorities or resources needed from Congress 
to implement any of the recommendations 
or findings included in the report required 
under paragraph (1). 

(N) Such other matters as the Secretary 
considers necessary. 

PERMITTING THE SECRETARY OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO ESTAB-
LISH A GRANT PROGRAM 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 2385 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2385) to permit the Secretary 

of Veterans Affairs to establish a grant pro-
gram to conduct cemetery research and 
produce educational materials for the Vet-
erans Legacy Program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure? 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing no further debate, the bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 2385) was passed. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING STATES AND TRIB-
AL ORGANIZATIONS THAT RE-
CEIVE GRANTS FROM THE NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRA-
TION FOR ESTABLISHMENT, EX-
PANSION, OR IMPROVEMENT OF 
A VETERANS’ CEMETERIES TO 
USE AMOUNTS OF SUCH GRANTS 
FOR STATE AND TRIBAL ORGA-
NIZATION CEMETERY PER-
SONNEL TO TRAIN AT THE 
TRAINING CENTER OF THE NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRA-
TION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 2096 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2096) to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to authorize States and tribal 
organizations that receive grants from the 
National Cemetery Administration for estab-
lishment, expansion, or improvement of a 
veterans’ cemeteries to use amounts of such 
grants for State and tribal organization cem-
etery personnel to train at the training cen-
ter of the National Cemetery Administra-
tion, and for other purposes. 
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There being no objection, the com-

mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Booz-
man substitute amendment at the desk 
be considered and agreed to and the 
bill, as amended, be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1272), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. TRAINING OF STATE VETERANS CEM-

ETERY PERSONNEL BY NATIONAL 
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION. 

Section 2408 of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and (ii) the cost’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(ii) the cost’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘; and (iii) training costs, 

including travel expenses, associated with 
attendance at training provided by the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration’’ before the 
semicolon; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and (ii) the cost’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(ii) the cost’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘; and (iii) training costs, 

including travel expenses, associated with 
attendance at training provided by the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration’’ before the 
period; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (c) 
through (f) as subsections (d) through (g), re-
spectively; and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c): 

‘‘(c) A grant under this section for a pur-
pose described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
subsection (a)(1) may be used, solely or in 
part, for training costs, including travel ex-
penses, associated with attendance at train-
ing provided by the National Cemetery Ad-
ministration.’’. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the bill having 
been read the third time, the question 
is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 2096), as amended, was 
passed, as follows: 

S. 2096 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. TRAINING OF STATE VETERANS CEM-

ETERY PERSONNEL BY NATIONAL 
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION. 

Section 2408 of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and (ii) the cost’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(ii) the cost’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘; and (iii) training costs, 

including travel expenses, associated with 
attendance at training provided by the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration’’ before the 
semicolon; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and (ii) the cost’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(ii) the cost’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘; and (iii) training costs, 

including travel expenses, associated with 

attendance at training provided by the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration’’ before the 
period; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (c) 
through (f) as subsections (d) through (g), re-
spectively; and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c): 

‘‘(c) A grant under this section for a pur-
pose described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
subsection (a)(1) may be used, solely or in 
part, for training costs, including travel ex-
penses, associated with attendance at train-
ing provided by the National Cemetery Ad-
ministration.’’. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MERCHANT MARINERS OF WORLD 
WAR II CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 
MEDAL ACT OF 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 550 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 550) to award a Congressional 

Gold Medal, collectively, to the United 
States Merchant Mariners of World War II, 
in recognition of their dedicated and vital 
service during World War II. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Mur-
kowski substitute amendment at the 
desk be considered and agreed to; that 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1273), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Merchant 
Mariners of World War II Congressional Gold 
Medal Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) 2019 marked the 74th anniversary of Al-

lied victory in World War II. 
(2) The United States Merchant Marine (in 

this section referred to as the ‘‘Merchant 
Marine’’) was integral in providing the link 
between domestic production and the fight-
ing forces overseas, providing combat equip-
ment, fuel, food, commodities, and raw ma-
terials to troops stationed abroad. 

(3) Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King acknowl-
edged the indispensability of the Merchant 
Marine to the victory in a 1945 letter stating 
that, without the support of the Merchant 
Marine, ‘‘the Navy could not have accom-
plished its mission’’. 

(4) President, and former Supreme Com-
mander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower acknowledged that 
‘‘through the prompt delivery of supplies and 
equipment to our armed forces overseas, and 
of cargoes representing economic and mili-
tary aid to friendly nations, the American 
Merchant Marine has effectively helped to 
strengthen the forces of freedom throughout 
the world’’. 

(5) Military missions and war planning 
were contingent upon the availability of re-
sources and the Merchant Marine played a 
vital role in this regard, ensuring the effi-
cient and reliable transoceanic transport of 
military equipment and both military and 
civilian personnel. 

(6) The Merchant Marine provided for the 
successful transport of resources and per-
sonnel despite consistent and ongoing expo-
sure to enemy combatants from both the air 
and the sea, including from enemy bomber 
squadrons, submarines, and naval mines. 

(7) The efforts of the Merchant Marine 
were not without sacrifices as the Merchant 
Marine likely bore a higher per-capita cas-
ualty rate than any of the military branches 
during the war. 

(8) The Merchant Marine proved to be an 
instrumental asset on an untold number of 
occasions, participating in every landing op-
eration by the United States Marine Corps, 
from Guadalcanal to Okinawa. 

(9) The Merchant Marine provided the bulk 
tonnage of material necessary for the inva-
sion of Normandy, an invasion which, ac-
cording to a 1944 New York Times article, 
‘‘would not have been possible without the 
Merchant Marine’’. 

(10) In assessing the performance of the 
Merchant Marine, General Eisenhower stat-
ed, ‘‘every man in this Allied command is 
quick to express his admiration for the loy-
alty, courage, and fortitude of the officers 
and men of the Merchant Marine. We count 
upon their efficiency and their utter devo-
tion to duty as we do our own; they have 
never failed us’’. 

(11) During a September 1944 speech, Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt stated that the 
Merchant Marine had ‘‘delivered the goods 
when and where needed in every theater of 
operations and across every ocean in the big-
gest, the most difficult, and dangerous trans-
portation job ever undertaken. As time goes 
on, there will be greater public under-
standing of our merchant fleet’s record dur-
ing this war’’. 

(12) The feats and accomplishments of the 
Merchant Marine are deserving of broader 
public recognition. 

(13) The United States will be forever 
grateful and indebted to these merchant 
mariners for their effective, reliable, and 
courageous transport of goods and resources 
in enemy territory throughout theaters of 
every variety in World War II. 

(14) The goods and resources transported 
by the Merchant Marine saved thousands of 
lives and enabled the Allied Powers to claim 
victory in World War II. 

(15) The Congressional Gold Medal would 
be an appropriate way to shed further light 
on the service of the merchant mariners in 
World War II and the instrumental role they 
played in winning that war. 

(16) Many students of the Merchant Marine 
Academy lost their lives as they sailed 
through enemy-controlled waters or un-
loaded cargo in overseas combat areas, and, 
as a result, the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy is the only institution among 
the 5 Federal academies to be authorized to 
carry a battle standard as part of its color 
guard. 
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