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SENATE RESOLUTION 462—DESIG-
NATING JANUARY 2020 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL ONE HEALTH AWARE-
NESS MONTH” TO PROMOTE
AWARENESS OF ORGANIZATIONS
FOCUSED ON PUBLIC HEALTH,
ANIMAL HEALTH, AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL HEALTH COLLABORA-
TION THROUGHOUT THE UNITED
STATES AND TO RECOGNIZE THE
CRITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
THOSE ORGANIZATIONS TO THE
FUTURE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms.
McSALLY, Ms. SMITH, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
KING, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. PETERS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 462
Whereas One Health is a collaborative,
multisectoral, and transdisciplinary ap-

proach, working at the local, regional, na-
tional, and global levels, with the goal of
achieving optimal health outcomes recog-
nizing the interconnection between people,
animals, plants, and their shared environ-
ment;

Whereas the mission of One Health is to es-
tablish closer professional interactions, col-
laborations, and educational opportunities
across the various medical, veterinary, and
environmental health professions and their
allied science professions to simultaneously
improve public health, animal health, and
environmental health;

Whereas the increasing threats posed by
emerging diseases shared between animals
and people, foodborne, vector-borne, and wa-
terborne diseases, and other environmental
factors may support the need for an inte-
grated effort by professionals from multiple
disciplines, including health, science, tech-
nology, and engineering;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, up to 75 per-
cent of new or emerging infectious diseases
in people are spread by animals;

Whereas, each year, International One
Health Day is November 3; and

Whereas One Health is essential to com-
bating and strengthening the surveillance of
emerging and reemerging diseases: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Janu-
ary 2020 as ‘‘National One Health Awareness
Month’ to—

(1) promote awareness of organizations
that focus on One Health efforts to improve
the quality of life for people and animals;

(2) recognize the efforts made by such orga-
nizations in using a One Health approach to
prevent epidemics; and

(3) recognize the importance of using the
One Health approach to simultaneously pro-
tect the health of people, animals, plants,
and the environment in the United States.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise to speak on the resolution that
Senator McSally and I introduced to
declare January as ‘‘National One
Health Awareness Month.”

“One Health” is a term used by
health experts—including those at the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention—to focus on the connections
between human, animal, and environ-
mental health.

Our resolution will help raise aware-
ness for the ‘‘One Health’” approach
and promote efforts that simulta-
neously improve the health of people,
animals, plants, and the environment.
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By using the One Health approach,
global health problems including anti-
biotic resistance, infectious disease
spread, and sequestered medical knowl-
edge can be addressed.

Antibiotic resistance is of grave con-
cern for both people and animals. Pub-
lic health specialists are working with
physicians and veterinarians to mini-
mize inappropriate antibiotic usage in
their patients.

By 2050, according to the TUnited
Kingdom’s 2014 Review on Anti-
microbial Resistance, experts expect
that more people will die from anti-
biotic resistant microbes than die from
cancer today. The best way to solve
this growing problem is for specialists
across a variety of disciplines to col-
laborate to reduce antibiotic use by
promoting good sanitation and devel-
oping alternatives for antibiotics.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, up to 75 per-
cent of new or emerging infectious dis-
eases in people are spread by animals.
Examples include Ebola, Zika, Rabies,
Tuberculosis, and Plague. By destroy-
ing natural animal habitats through
deforestation, natural disasters, and
climate change, we are forcing animals
and insects to migrate to new areas,
thereby exposing humans to new dis-
eases.

In 2013, a two-year-old boy was the
first victim of the Ebola epidemic in
Western Africa. In his small village,
deforestation forced the bats suspected
of carrying the Ebola virus to move
closer to people.

Collaboration between physicians,
nurses, physician assistants, nurse’s
aids, veterinarians, hygienists, anthro-
pologists, epidemiologists, community
engagement specialists, and military
workers helped end the Ebola epidemic
by attacking it from different angles.
This was an example of One Health in
action. Today, a similar collaborative
approach is working to end the current
Ebola epidemic in Central Africa.

In the United States, diseases such as
Lyme disease, Anaplasma, Bartonella,
and Zika carried by ticks, fleas, and
mosquitoes, respectively, are also
spreading to new areas.

In 2015, an 1l-year-old Louisiana boy
was accidently scratched by a Kkitten
with fleas. He was misdiagnosed by
more than thirty doctors and he be-
came wheelchairbound. However, a
““One Health’” approach saved his life.
The boy was finally correctly diag-
nosed with a bacterial disease acquired
by the kitten’s scratch once he met
with a medical team that included both
a physician and a veterinarian. The
veterinarian understood that fleas can
give cats bacteria and the physician
understood that a cat’s scratch can
transmit the bacteria to humans. The
boy was prescribed the antibiotics he
needed, and he can now walk again.

It is time that everybody under-
stands the importance of One Health.
With diminishing resources in the envi-
ronment and a growing human popu-
lation, now more than ever, fighting
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problems with a One Health approach
must be encouraged.

Thank you Mr. President. I yield the
floor.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1268. Mr. WICKER proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1822, to require the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to issue
rules relating to the collection of data with
respect to the availability of broadband serv-
ices, and for other purposes.

SA 1269. Mr. MCcCCONNELL (for Mr.
PORTMAN) proposed an amendment to the bill
S. 1434, to prohibit the use of reverse auc-
tions for design and construction services
procurements, and for other purposes.

SA 1270. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. CARDIN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 439, to
allow Members of Congress to opt out of the
Federal Employees Retirement System, and
allow Members who opt out of the Federal
Employees Retirement System to continue
to participate in the Thrift Savings Plan.

SA 1271. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. GARD-
NER (for himself and Mr. MANCHIN)) proposed
an amendment to the bill S. 221, to amend
title 38, United States Code, to require the
Under Secretary of Health to report major
adverse personnel actions involving certain
health care employees to the National Prac-
titioner Data Bank and to applicable State
licensing boards, and for other purposes.

SA 1272. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. Booz-
MAN) proposed an amendment to the bill S.
2096, to amend title 38, United States Code,
to authorize States and tribal organizations
that receive grants from the National Ceme-
tery Administration for establishment, ex-
pansion, or improvement of a veterans’
cemeteries to use amounts of such grants for
State and tribal organization cemetery per-
sonnel to train at the training center of the
National Cemetery Administration, and for
other purposes.

SA 1273. Mr. McCONNELL (for Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI (for herself and Mr. CRUZ)) proposed
an amendment to the bill H.R. 550, to award
a Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, to
the United States Merchant Mariners of
World War II, in recognition of their dedi-
cated and vital service during World War II.

SA 1274. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. CORNYN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1029, to
allow the use of certified facility dogs in
criminal proceedings in Federal courts, and
for other purposes.

SA 1275. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. CARDIN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1309, to
identify and combat corruption in countries,
to establish a tiered system of countries
with respect to levels of corruption by their
governments and their efforts to combat
such corruption, and to assess United States
assistance to designated countries in order
to advance anti-corruption efforts in those
countries and better serve United States tax-
payers.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1268. Mr. WICKER proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1822, to re-
quire the Federal Communications
Commission to issue rules relating to
the collection of data with respect to
the availability of broadband services,
and for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Broadband

Deployment Accuracy and Technological
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Availability Act” or the ‘“‘Broadband DATA
Act”.
SEC. 2. BROADBAND DATA.

The Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
151 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“TITLE VIII—BROADBAND DATA
“SEC. 801. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

‘(1) BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERV-
ICE.—The term ‘broadband internet access
service’ has the meaning given the term in
section 8.1(b) of title 47, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, or any successor regulation.

42) BROADBAND MAP.—The term
‘Broadband Map’ means the map created by
the Commission under section 802(c)(1)(A).

“(3) CELL EDGE PROBABILITY.—The term
‘cell edge probability’ means the likelihood
that the minimum threshold download and
upload speeds with respect to broadband
internet access service will be met or exceed-
ed at a distance from a base station that is
intended to indicate the ultimate edge of the
coverage area of a cell.

‘“(4) CELL LOADING.—The term ‘cell loading’
means the percentage of the available air
interface resources of a base station that are
used by consumers with respect to broadband
internet access service.

‘(6) CLUTTER.—The term ‘clutter’ means a
natural or man-made surface feature that af-
fects the propagation of a signal from a base
station.

‘(6) FABRIC.—The term ‘Fabric’ means the
Broadband Serviceable Location Fabric es-
tablished under section 802(b)(1)(B).

“(7) FORM 477.—The term ‘Form 477 means
Form 477 of the Commission relating to local
telephone competition and broadband report-
ing.

‘(8) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’
has the meaning given the term ‘Indian
tribe’ in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 5304).

“(9) MOBILITY FUND PHASE II.—The term
‘Mobility Fund Phase II' means the second
phase of the proceeding to provide universal
service support from the Mobility Fund (WC
Docket No. 10-90; WT Docket No. 10-208).

‘(10) PROPAGATION MODEL.—The term
‘propagation model’ means a mathematical
formulation for the characterization of radio
wave propagation as a function of frequency,
distance, and other conditions.

‘(11) PROVIDER.—The term ‘provider’
means a provider of fixed or mobile
broadband internet access service.

¢‘(12) QUALITY OF SERVICE.—The term ‘qual-
ity of service’ means, with respect to
broadband internet access service, the
download and upload speeds (and, for rel-
evant services, latency) with respect to that
service, as determined by, and to the extent
otherwise collected by, the Commission.

‘“(13) SHAPEFILE.—The term ‘shapefile’
means a digital storage format containing
geospatial or location-based data and at-
tribute information—

“(A) regarding the availability of
broadband internet access service; and

‘(B) that can be viewed, edited, and
mapped in geographic information system
software.

‘“(14) STANDARD BROADBAND INSTALLA-
TION.—The term ‘standard broadband instal-
lation’—

‘“(A) means the initiation by a provider of
fixed broadband internet access service in an
area in which the provider has not pre-
viously offered that service, with no charges
or delays attributable to the extension of the
network of the provider; and

‘“(B) 1includes the initiation of fixed
broadband internet access service through
routine installation that can be completed
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not later than 10 business days after the date
on which the service request is submitted.
“SEC. 802. BROADBAND MAPS.

“(a) RULES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this title, the
Commission shall issue final rules that
shall—

‘“(A) require the biannual collection and
dissemination of granular data, as deter-
mined by the Commission—

‘(i) relating to the availability and quality
of service with respect to terrestrial fixed,
fixed wireless, satellite, and mobile
broadband internet access service; and

‘(ii) that the Commission shall use to com-
pile the maps created under subsection (c)(1)
(referred to in this section as ‘coverage
maps’), which the Commission shall make
publicly available; and

“(B) establish—

‘(i) processes through which the Commis-
sion can verify the accuracy of data sub-
mitted under subsection (b)(2);

‘“(ii) processes and procedures through
which the Commission, and, as necessary,
other entities or individuals submitting non-
public or competitively sensitive informa-
tion under this title, can protect the secu-
rity, privacy, and confidentiality of that
non-public or competitively sensitive infor-
mation, including—

‘“(I) information contained in the Fabric;

‘“(IT) the dataset created under subsection
(b)(1)(A) supporting the Fabric; and

“(ITI) the data submitted under subsection
(0)(2);

‘“(iii) the challenge process described in
subsection (b)(5); and

‘“(iv) the process described
804(b).

‘(2) OTHER DATA.—In issuing the rules
under paragraph (1), the Commission shall
develop a process through which the Com-
mission can collect verified data for use in
the coverage maps from—

‘“(A) State, local, and Tribal governmental
entities that are primarily responsible for
mapping or tracking broadband internet ac-
cess service coverage for a State, unit of
local government, or Indian Tribe, as appli-
cable;

‘(B) third parties, if the Commission deter-
mines that it is in the public interest to use
such data in—

‘(1) the development of the coverage maps;
or

‘“(ii) the verification of data submitted
under subsection (b); and

‘“(C) other Federal agencies.

‘“(3) UPDATES.—The Commission shall re-
vise the rules issued under paragraph (1) to—

‘“(A) reflect changes in technology;

‘(B) ensure the accuracy of propagation
models, as further provided in subsection
(0)(3); and

‘“(C) improve the usefulness of the coverage
maps.

“(b) CONTENT OF RULES.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF A SERVICEABLE LO-
CATION FABRIC REGARDING FIXED
BROADBAND.—

““(A) DATASET.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
create a common dataset of all locations in
the United States where fixed broadband
internet access service can be installed, as
determined by the Commission.

““(i1) CONTRACTING.—

‘() IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclauses (II)
and (III), the Commission may contract with
an entity with expertise with respect to geo-
graphic information systems (referred to in
this subsection as ‘GIS’) to create and main-
tain the dataset under clause (i).

¢‘(II) APPLICATION OF THE FEDERAL ACQUISI-
TION REGULATION.—A contract into which the
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Commission enters under subclause (I) shall
in all respects comply with applicable provi-
sions of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

““(IIT) LIMITATIONS.—With respect to a con-
tract into which the Commission enters
under subclause (I)—

‘‘(aa) the entity with which the Commis-
sion enters into the contract shall be se-
lected through a competitive bid process
that is transparent and open; and

‘““(bb) the contract shall be for a term of
not longer than 5 years, after which the
Commission may enter into a new contract—

“(AA) with an entity, and for the purposes,
described in clause (i); and

‘(BB) that complies with the requirements
under subclause (II) and this subclause; and

‘‘(cc) the contract shall—

““(AA) prohibit the entity described in item
(aa) from selling, leasing, or otherwise dis-
closing for monetary consideration any per-
sonally identifiable information to any other
entity other than for purposes authorized
under this title; and

‘“(BB) require the entity described in item
(aa) to include in any contract with any
other entity a provision that prohibits that
other entity from engaging in an action that
is prohibited under subitem (AA).

‘(B) FABRIC.—The rules issued by the Com-
mission under subsection (a)(1) shall estab-
lish the Broadband Serviceable Location
Fabric, which shall—

‘(i) contain geocoded information for each
location identified wunder subparagraph
(A)(D);

‘‘(ii) serve as the foundation upon which all
data relating to the availability of fixed
broadband internet access service collected
under paragraph (2)(A) shall be reported and
overlaid;

‘“(iii) be compatible with commonly used
GIS software; and

‘“(iv) at a minimum, be updated every 6
months by the Commission.

¢(C) IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITY.—The Com-
mission shall prioritize implementing the
Fabric for rural and insular areas of the
United States.

‘“(2) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—The
rules issued by the Commission under sub-
section (a)(1) shall include uniform standards
for the reporting of broadband internet ac-
cess service data that the Commission shall
collect—

‘““(A) from each provider of terrestrial
fixed, fixed wireless, or satellite broadband
internet access service, which shall include
data that—

‘(i) documents the areas where the pro-
vider—

‘(I) has actually built out the broadband
network infrastructure of the provider such
that the provider is able to provide that
service; and

‘“(IT) could provide that service, as deter-
mined by identifying where the provider is
capable of performing a standard broadband
installation, if applicable;

f(ii) includes information regarding
download and upload speeds, at various
thresholds established by the Commission,
and, if applicable, latency with respect to
broadband internet access service that the
provider makes available;

‘‘(iii) can be georeferenced to the GIS data
in the Fabric;

‘‘(iv) the provider shall report as—

“(I) with respect to providers of fixed wire-
less broadband internet access service—

‘‘(aa) propagation maps and propagation
model details that—

““(AA) satisfy standards that are similar to
those applicable to providers of mobile
broadband internet access service under sub-
paragraph (B) with respect to propagation
maps and propagation model details, taking
into account material differences between
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fixed wireless and mobile broadband internet
access service; and

‘“(BB) reflect the speeds and latency of the
service provided by the provider; or

““(bb) a list of addresses or locations that
constitute the service area of the provider,
except that the Commission—

‘““(AA) may only permit, and not require, a
provider to report the data using that means
of reporting; and

‘“(BB) in the rules issued under subsection
(a)(1), shall provide a method for using that
means of reporting with respect to Tribal
areas; and

“(IT1) with respect to providers of terres-
trial fixed and satellite broadband internet
access service—

‘‘(aa) polygon shapefiles; or

““(bb) a list of addresses or locations that
constitute the service area of the provider,
except that the Commission—

‘““(AA) may only permit, and not require, a
provider to report the data using that means
of reporting; and

‘“(BB) in the rules issued under subsection
(a)(1), shall provide a method for using that
means of reporting with respect to Tribal
areas; and

‘‘(v) the Commission determines is appro-
priate with respect to certain technologies in
order to ensure that the Broadband Map is
granular and accurate; and

‘“(B) from each provider of mobile
broadband internet access service, which
shall include propagation maps and propaga-
tion model details that indicate the current
(as of the date on which the information is
collected) fourth generation Long-Term Evo-
lution (commonly referred to as ‘4G LTE’)
mobile broadband internet access service
coverage of the provider, which shall—

‘(i) take into consideration the effect of
clutter; and

“(i1) satisfy—

““(I) the requirements of having—

‘‘(aa) a download speed of not less than 5
megabits per second and an upload speed of
not less than 1 megabit per second with a
cell edge probability of not less than 90 per-
cent; and

‘“‘(bb) cell loading of not less than 50 per-
cent; and

‘“(IT) any other parameter that the Com-
mission determines to be necessary to create
a map under subsection (¢)(1)(C) that is more
precise than the map produced as a result of
the submissions under the Mobility Fund
Phase II information collection.

*“(3) UPDATE OF REPORTING STANDARDS FOR
MOBILE BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERV-
ICE.—For the purposes of paragraph (2)(B), if
the Commission determines that the report-
ing standards under that paragraph are in-
sufficient to collect accurate propagation
maps and propagation model details with re-
spect to future generations of mobile
broadband internet access service tech-
nologies, the Commission shall immediately
commence a rule making to adopt new re-
porting standards with respect to those tech-
nologies that—

““(A) shall be the functional equivalent of
the standards required wunder paragraph
(2)(B); and

‘‘(B) allow for the collection of propagation
maps and propagation model details that are
as accurate and granular as, or more accu-
rate and granular than, the maps and model
details collected by the Commission under
paragraph (2)(B).

‘(4) CERTIFICATION AND VERIFICATION.—
With respect to a provider that submits in-
formation to the Commission under para-
graph (2)—

‘‘(A) the provider shall include in each sub-
mission a certification from a corporate offi-
cer of the provider that the officer has exam-
ined the information contained in the sub-
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mission and that, to the best of the officer’s
actual knowledge, information, and belief,
all statements of fact contained in the sub-
mission are true and correct; and

‘(B) the Commission shall verify the accu-
racy and reliability of the information in ac-
cordance with measures established by the
Commission.

‘“(5) CHALLENGE PROCESS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—In the rules issued under
subsection (a), and subject to subparagraph
(B), the Commission shall establish a user-
friendly challenge process through which
consumers, State, local, and Tribal govern-
mental entities, and other entities or indi-
viduals may submit coverage data to the
Commission to challenge the accuracy of—

‘(1) the coverage maps;

‘“(ii) any information submitted by a pro-
vider regarding the availability of broadband
internet access service; or

‘“(iii) the information included in the Fab-
ric.

‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS; VERIFICATION; RE-
SPONSE TO CHALLENGES.—In establishing the
challenge process required under subpara-
graph (A), the Commission shall—

‘(i) consider—

“(I) the types of information that an enti-
ty or individual submitting a challenge
should provide to the Commission in support
of the challenge;

‘“(IT) the appropriate level of granularity
for the information described in subclause
D

‘“(IIT) the need to mitigate the time and ex-
pense incurred by, and the administrative
burdens placed on, entities or individuals
in—

‘‘(aa) challenging the accuracy of a cov-
erage map; and

‘“(bb) responding to challenges described in
item (aa);

“(IV) the costs to consumers and providers
resulting from a misallocation of funds be-
cause of a reliance on outdated or otherwise
inaccurate information in the coverage
maps;

(V) any lessons learned from the chal-
lenge process established under Mobility
Fund Phase II, as determined from com-
ments solicited by the Commission; and

‘“(VI) the need for user-friendly challenge
submission formats that will promote par-
ticipation in the challenge process;

‘(i) include a process for verifying the
data submitted through the challenge proc-
ess in order to ensure the reliability of that
data;

‘(iii) allow providers to respond to chal-
lenges submitted through the challenge proc-
ess; and

‘“(iv) develop an online mechanism,
which—

‘() shall be integrated into the coverage
maps;

‘“(IT) allows for an entity described in sub-
paragraph (A) to submit a challenge under
the challenge process;

‘“(IITI) makes challenge data available in
both geographic information system and
non-geographic information system formats;
and

“(IV) clearly identifies the areas in which
broadband internet access service is avail-
able, and the upload and download speeds at
which that service is available, as reported
to the Commission under this section.

‘“(C) USE OF CHALLENGES.—The rules issued
to establish the challenge process under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include—

‘(i) a process for the speedy resolution of
challenges; and

‘“(ii) a process for the regular and expedi-
tious updating of the coverage maps and
granular data disseminated by the Commis-
sion as challenges are resolved.
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(D) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not earlier
than 1 year, and not later than 18 months,
after the date on which the rules issued
under subsection (a)(1) take effect, the Com-
mission shall, after an opportunity for notice
and comment, submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report that—

‘(i) evaluates the challenge process de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and

‘‘(ii) considers whether the Commission
should commence an inquiry on the need for
other tools to help—

‘() identify potential inaccuracies in the
data relating to broadband internet access
service that providers report; and

‘(IT) improve the accuracy of the data de-
scribed in subclause (I).

¢“(6) REFORM OF FORM 477 PROCESS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the rules issued
under subsection (a) take effect, the Com-
mission shall—

‘(i) reform the Form 477 broadband deploy-
ment service availability collection process
of the Commission—

‘(D to achieve the purposes of this title;
and

“(IT) in a manner that—

‘‘(aa) enables the comparison of data and
maps produced before the implementation of
this title with data and coverage maps pro-
duced after the implementation of this title;
and

‘““(bb) maintains the public availability of
data relating to the deployment of
broadband internet access service; and

¢‘(ii) harmonize reporting requirements and
procedures regarding the deployment of
broadband internet access service that are in
effect on the day before the date on which
the rules issued under subsection (a)(1) take
effect with those requirements and proce-
dures in those rules.

‘(B) CONTINUED COLLECTION AND REPORT-
ING.—On and after the date on which the
Commission carries out subparagraph (A),
the Commission shall continue to collect and
publicly report subscription data that the
Commission collected through the Form 477
broadband deployment service availability
process, as in effect on July 1, 2019.

“(7) SHARING DATA WITH NTIA.—The Com-
mission shall establish a process to make the
data collected under paragraph (2) available
to the National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration.

‘‘(¢) MAPS.—The Commission shall—

‘(1) after consultation with the Federal
Geographic Data Committee established
under section 753(a) of the Geospatial Data
Act of 2018, create—

‘“(A) the Broadband Map, which shall de-
pict—

‘(i) the extent of the availability of
broadband internet access service in the
United States, without regard to whether
that service is fixed broadband internet ac-
cess service or mobile broadband internet ac-
cess service, which shall be based on data
collected by the Commission from all pro-
viders; and

‘‘(ii) the areas of the United States that re-
main unserved by providers;

‘(B) a map that depicts the availability of
fixed broadband internet access service,
which shall be based on data collected by the
Commission from providers under subsection
(b)(2)(A); and

‘(C) a map that depicts the availability of
mobile broadband internet access service,
which shall be based on data collected by the
Commission from providers under subsection
(0)(@2)(B);

‘“(2) use the maps created under paragraph
1—
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““(A) to determine the areas in which ter-
restrial fixed, fixed wireless, mobile, and sat-
ellite broadband internet access service is
and is not available; and

‘(B) when making any new award of fund-
ing with respect to the deployment of
broadband internet access service;

‘(3) update the maps created under para-
graph (1) not less frequently than biannually
using the most recent data collected from
providers under subsection (b)(2);

‘“(4) consult with—

‘‘(A) the Secretary of Agriculture to enable
the Secretary of Agriculture to consult the
maps created under paragraph (1) when con-
sidering the awarding of funds for the de-
ployment of broadband internet access serv-
ice under any program administered by the
Administrator of the Rural Utilities Service;
and

‘(B) the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration to enable the
Administration to consult the maps created
under paragraph (1) when considering the
awarding of funds for the deployment of
broadband internet access service under any
future program administered by the Admin-
istration;

‘(6) make available to any Federal agency,
upon request, the maps created under para-
graph (1); and

‘(6) make public at an appropriate level of
granularity—

“‘(A) the maps created under paragraph (1);
and

‘(B) the data collected by the Commission
with respect to the availability of broadband
internet access service and the quality of
service with respect to broadband internet
access service.

¢(d) DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE FOR QUALITY
OF SERVICE RULES.—Any requirement of a
rule issued under subsection (a)(1) that re-
lates to quality of service shall take effect
not earlier than the date that is 180 days
after the date on which the Commission
issues that rule.

“SEC. 803. ENFORCEMENT.

“It shall be unlawful for an entity or indi-
vidual to willfully and knowingly, or reck-
lessly, submit information or data under this
title that is materially inaccurate or incom-
plete with respect to the availability of
broadband internet access service or the
quality of service with respect to broadband
internet access service.

“SEC. 804. IMPROVING DATA ACCURACY.

‘“(a) AUDITS.—The Commission shall con-
duct regular audits of information submitted
to the Commission by providers under sec-
tion 802(b)(2) to ensure that the providers are
complying with this title.

““(b) CROWDSOURCING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
develop a process through which entities or
individuals in the United States may submit
specific information about the deployment
and availability of broadband internet access
service in the United States on an ongoing
basis so that the information may be used to
verify and supplement information provided
by providers of broadband internet access
service for inclusion in the maps created
under section 802(c)(1).

‘(2) COLLABORATION.—As part of the efforts
of the Commission to facilitate the ability of
entities and individuals to submit informa-
tion under paragraph (1), the Commission
shall—

‘““(A) prioritize the consideration of data
provided by data collection applications used
by consumers that the Commission has de-
termined—

‘(i) are highly reliable; and

‘“(ii) have proven methodologies for deter-
mining network coverage and network per-
formance;
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‘“(B) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this title, conclude a process
that tests the feasibility of partnering with
Federal agencies that operate delivery fleet
vehicles, including the United States Postal
Service, to facilitate the collection and sub-
mission of information described in that
paragraph; and

‘(C) not later than 14 months after the
date of enactment of this title, publish on
the website of the Commission, and submit
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives, a report regarding
the testing described in subparagraph (B),
which shall include—

‘(i) a determination regarding whether the
partnerships with Federal agencies described
in that subparagraph are able to facilitate
the collection and submission of information
described in paragraph (1); and

‘(i) any steps that the Commission plans
to take to facilitate the partnerships de-
scribed in that subparagraph.

‘(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN
TRIBES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Commission shall hold workshops for
Tribal governments in each of the 12 Bureau
of Indian Affairs regions to provide technical
assistance with the collection and submis-
sion of data under section 802(a)(2).

‘“(2) ANNUAL REVIEW.—Each year, the Com-
mission, in consultation with Indian Tribes,
shall review the need for continued work-
shops required under paragraph (1).

“(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SMALL
SERVICE PROVIDERS.—The Commission shall
establish a process through which a provider
that has fewer than 100,000 active broadband
internet access service connections may re-
quest and receive assistance from the Com-
mission with respect to geographic informa-
tion system data processing to ensure that
the provider is able to comply with the re-
quirements under section 802(b) in a timely
and accurate manner.

‘““(e) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STATE,
LOCAL, AND TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS AND CON-
SUMERS.—The Commission shall provide
technical assistance to consumers and State,
local, and Tribal governmental entities with
respect to the challenge process established
under section 802(b)(5), which shall include—

‘(1) detailed tutorials and webinars; and

‘“(2) the provision of staff of the Commis-
sion to ©provide assistance, as needed,
throughout the entirety of the challenge
process.

“(f) GAO ASSESSMENT OF FABRIC SOURCE
DATA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct an assess-
ment of key data sources that are used for
purposes of the Fabric to identify and
geocode locations where fixed broadband
internet access service can be installed in
order for the Comptroller General to develop
recommendations for how the quality and
completeness of those data sources can be
improved as data sources for the Fabric.

‘“(2) SOURCES INCLUDED.—For the purposes
of the assessment conducted under para-
graph (1), the key data sources described in
that paragraph shall include—

‘“(A) any relevant sources of Federal data,
including the National Address Database ad-
ministered by the Department of Transpor-
tation;

‘“(B) State- and county-level digitized par-
cel data; and

‘“(C) property tax attribute recording.

‘“(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this title, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
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Senate and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives a
report that contains the recommendations
developed under paragraph (1).

“SEC. 805. COST.

‘“(a) USF.—The Commission may not use
funds from the universal service programs of
the Commission established under section
264, and the regulations issued under that
section, to pay for any costs associated with
this title.

‘“(b) OTHER FUNDS.—The Commission may
recover costs associated with this title under
section 9 to the extent provided for in an ap-
propriation Act, as required under sub-
section (a) of that section.

“SEC. 806. OTHER PROVISIONS.

‘‘(a) OMB.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the initial rule making re-
quired under section 802(a)(1) shall be exempt
from review by the Office of Management
and Budget.

“(b) PRA.—Chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Paper-
work Reduction Act’) shall not apply to the
initial rule making required under section
802(a)(1).

‘‘(c) EXECUTION OF RESPONSIBILITIES.—HEX-
cept as provided in section 802(b)(1)(A)(ii),
the Commission—

‘(1) including the offices of the Commis-
sion, shall carry out the responsibilities as-
signed to the Commission under this title;
and

‘“(2) may not delegate any of the respon-
sibilities assigned to the Commission under
this title to any third party, including the
Universal Service Administrative Company.

‘‘(d) REPORTING.—Each fiscal year, the
Commission shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report that summarizes the imple-
mentation of this title and associated en-
forcement activities conducted during the
previous fiscal year.

‘‘(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If the Com-
mission, before the date of enactment of this
title, has taken an action that, in whole or
in part, implements this title, the Commis-
sion shall not be required to revisit such ac-
tion to the extent that such action is con-
sistent with this title.”.

SA 1269. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr.
PORTMAN) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 1434, to prohibit the use of
reverse auctions for design and con-
struction services procurements, and
for other purposes; as follows:

On page 3, line 12, strike ¢, in whole or in
part, based’ and insert ‘‘is solely based’.

SA 1270. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr.
CARDIN) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 439, to allow Members of Con-
gress to opt out of the Federal Employ-
ees Retirement System, and allow
Members who opt out of the Federal
Employees Retirement System to con-
tinue to participate in the Thrift Sav-
ings Plan; as follows:

On page 2, strike lines 1 through 3 and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Members of
Congress Pension Opt Out Clarification
Act”.

SA 1271. Mr. McCCONNELL (for Mr.
GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN)) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 221, to amend title 38, United
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States Code, to require the Under Sec-
retary of Health to report major ad-
verse personnel actions involving cer-
tain health care employees to the Na-
tional Practitioner Data Bank and to
applicable State licensing boards, and
for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Veterans Affairs Provider Accountability
Act”.

SEC. 2. ACCOUNTABILITY WITHIN VETERANS
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) REPORTING MAJOR ADVERSE ACTIONS TO
NATIONAL PRACTITIONER DATA BANK AND
STATE LICENSING BOARDS.—Section 7461 of
title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(f)(1) Whenever the Under Secretary for
Health (or an official designated by the
Under Secretary) brings charges based on
conduct or performance against a section
7401(1) employee and as a result of those
charges a covered major adverse action is
taken against the employee, the Under Sec-
retary shall, not later than 30 days after the
date on which such covered major adverse
action is carried out—

““(A) transmit to the National Practitioner
Data Bank of the Department of Health and
Human Services and the applicable State li-
censing board the name of the employee, a
description of the covered major adverse ac-
tion, and a description of the reason for the
covered major adverse action; and

‘“(B) update the VetPro System, or suc-
cessor system, with a record of the covered
major adverse action taken and an indica-
tion that information was transmitted under
subparagraph (A).

‘(2) The Under Secretary for Health—

“‘(A) shall enroll all 7401(1) employees in a
continuous query of their record within the
National Practitioner Data Bank; and

‘‘(B) shall develop and implement a mecha-
nism for maintaining and updating the infor-
mation collected through such continuous
query within the VetPro System, or suc-
cessor system, to facilitate the sharing of
such information between Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks.

“(3) In this subsection, the term ‘covered
major adverse action’ means a major adverse
action with respect to a section 7401(1) em-
ployee that originated from circumstances
in which the behavior of the employee so
substantially failed to meet generally-ac-
cepted standards of clinical practice as to
raise reasonable concern for safety of pa-
tients.”.

(b) PROHIBITION ON SIGNING SETTLEMENTS
WITH CERTAIN CLAUSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may not enter into a settlement agree-
ment relating to an adverse action against a
section 7401(1) employee under which the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs would be re-
quired to conceal a serious medical error or
a lapse in generally-accepted standards of
clinical practice.

(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to a negative record if the head of the
Office of Accountability and Whistleblower
Protection of the Department and the Spe-
cial Counsel (established by section 1211 of
title 5, United States Code) jointly certify
that the negative record is not legitimate.

(¢) TRAINING ON CREDENTIALING AND PRIVI-
LEGING.—The Under Secretary for Health of
the Department of Veterans Affairs shall
provide to all staff of the Veterans Health
Administration who handle hiring, privi-
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leging, and credentialing mandatory train-
ing on—

(1) all policies of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration for credentialing and privi-
leging; and

(2) when and how to report adverse actions
to the National Practitioner Data Bank of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, State licensing boards, and other rel-
evant entities.

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON UPDATES TO THE
VHA HANDBOOK.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) Congress recognizes that the confusion
regarding practices in the Veterans Health
Administration for reporting to State licens-
ing boards stems from a lack of guidance in
the Veterans Health Administration hand-
book 1100.18;

(2) Congress strongly recommends that the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs update such
handbook to ensure that employees of the
Veterans Health Administration, officials of
the Veterans Integrated Services Networks,
and officials of the Department of Veterans
Affairs understand and are able to utilize the
role of State licensing boards to effectively
prevent instances of failed reporting and fu-
ture patient safety concerns;

(3) Congress recognizes the broad authority
of the Veterans Health Administration to re-
port to State licensing boards those em-
ployed or separated health care professionals
whose behavior and clinical practice so sub-
stantially failed to meet generally-accepted
standards of clinical practice as to raise rea-
sonable concern for safety of patients and re-
quests that such handbook is updated to re-
flect appropriate reporting channels to en-
sure employee understanding of those proce-
dures and authorities; and

(4) in developing the new handbook, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs should consult
with—

(A) State licensing boards;

(B) the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services;

(C) the National Practitioner Data Bank of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices; and

(D) the exclusive representative of section
7401(1) employees.

(e) SECTION 7401(1) EMPLOYEE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘section 7401(1) em-
ployee” has the meaning given that term in
section 7461(c)(1) of title 38, United States
Code.

SA 1272. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr.
B0O0ZMAN) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 2096, to amend title 38,
United States Code, to authorize
States and tribal organizations that re-
ceive grants from the National Ceme-
tery Administration for establishment,
expansion, or improvement of a vet-
erans’ cemeteries to use amounts of
such grants for State and tribal organi-
zation cemetery personnel to train at
the training center of the National
Cemetery Administration, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. TRAINING OF STATE VETERANS CEM-
ETERY PERSONNEL BY NATIONAL
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION.

Section 2408 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘and (ii) the cost” and in-
serting ‘‘(ii) the cost’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘; and (iii) training costs,
including travel expenses, associated with
attendance at training provided by the Na-
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tional Cemetery Administration’ before the
semicolon; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘and (ii) the cost” and in-
serting ‘‘(ii) the cost’’; and

(ii) by inserting *‘; and (iii) training costs,
including travel expenses, associated with
attendance at training provided by the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration’ before the
period;

(2) by redesignating subsections (c)
through (f) as subsections (d) through (g), re-
spectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

‘“(c) A grant under this section for a pur-
pose described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of
subsection (a)(1) may be used, solely or in
part, for training costs, including travel ex-
penses, associated with attendance at train-
ing provided by the National Cemetery Ad-
ministration.”.

SA 1273. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Ms.
MURKOWSKI (for herself and Mr. CRUZ))
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 550, to award a Congressional Gold
Medal, collectively, to the TUnited
States Merchant Mariners of World
War II, in recognition of their dedi-
cated and vital service during World
War II; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Merchant
Mariners of World War II Congressional Gold
Medal Act of 2019”".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) 2019 marked the 74th anniversary of Al-
lied victory in World War II.

(2) The United States Merchant Marine (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Merchant
Marine’’) was integral in providing the link
between domestic production and the fight-
ing forces overseas, providing combat equip-
ment, fuel, food, commodities, and raw ma-
terials to troops stationed abroad.

(3) Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King acknowl-
edged the indispensability of the Merchant
Marine to the victory in a 1945 letter stating
that, without the support of the Merchant
Marine, ‘‘the Navy could not have accom-
plished its mission”.

(4) President, and former Supreme Com-
mander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces,
Dwight D. Eisenhower acknowledged that
‘““through the prompt delivery of supplies and
equipment to our armed forces overseas, and
of cargoes representing economic and mili-
tary aid to friendly nations, the American
Merchant Marine has effectively helped to
strengthen the forces of freedom throughout
the world”.

(6) Military missions and war planning
were contingent upon the availability of re-
sources and the Merchant Marine played a
vital role in this regard, ensuring the effi-
cient and reliable transoceanic transport of
military equipment and both military and
civilian personnel.

(6) The Merchant Marine provided for the
successful transport of resources and per-
sonnel despite consistent and ongoing expo-
sure to enemy combatants from both the air
and the sea, including from enemy bomber
squadrons, submarines, and naval mines.

(7) The efforts of the Merchant Marine
were not without sacrifices as the Merchant
Marine likely bore a higher per-capita cas-
ualty rate than any of the military branches
during the war.

(8) The Merchant Marine proved to be an
instrumental asset on an untold number of
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occasions, participating in every landing op-
eration by the United States Marine Corps,
from Guadalcanal to Okinawa.

(9) The Merchant Marine provided the bulk
tonnage of material necessary for the inva-
sion of Normandy, an invasion which, ac-
cording to a 1944 New York Times article,
“would not have been possible without the
Merchant Marine’’.

(10) In assessing the performance of the
Merchant Marine, General Eisenhower stat-
ed, ‘“‘every man in this Allied command is
quick to express his admiration for the loy-
alty, courage, and fortitude of the officers
and men of the Merchant Marine. We count
upon their efficiency and their utter devo-
tion to duty as we do our own; they have
never failed us’’.

(11) During a September 1944 speech, Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt stated that the
Merchant Marine had ‘‘delivered the goods
when and where needed in every theater of
operations and across every ocean in the big-
gest, the most difficult, and dangerous trans-
portation job ever undertaken. As time goes
on, there will be greater public under-
standing of our merchant fleet’s record dur-
ing this war”.

(12) The feats and accomplishments of the
Merchant Marine are deserving of broader
public recognition.

(13) The United States will be forever
grateful and indebted to these merchant
mariners for their effective, reliable, and
courageous transport of goods and resources
in enemy territory throughout theaters of
every variety in World War II.

(14) The goods and resources transported
by the Merchant Marine saved thousands of
lives and enabled the Allied Powers to claim
victory in World War II.

(15) The Congressional Gold Medal would
be an appropriate way to shed further light
on the service of the merchant mariners in
World War II and the instrumental role they
played in winning that war.

(16) Many students of the Merchant Marine
Academy lost their lives as they sailed
through enemy-controlled waters or un-
loaded cargo in overseas combat areas, and,
as a result, the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy is the only institution among
the 5 Federal academies to be authorized to
carry a battle standard as part of its color
guard.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make
appropriate arrangements for the award, on
behalf of Congress, of a single gold medal of
appropriate design to the United States mer-
chant mariners of World War II, in recogni-
tion of their dedicated and vital service dur-
ing World War II.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award described in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (in this
Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
strike the gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined
by the Secretary.

() AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINE MU-
SEUM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal under subsection (a), the gold
medal shall be given to the American Mer-
chant Marine Museum, where it will be
available for display as appropriate and
available for research.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the American Merchant Ma-
rine Museum should make the gold medal
given to the Museum under paragraph (1)
available for display elsewhere, particularly
at appropriate locations associated with the
United States Merchant Marine and that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

preference should be given to locations affili-
ated with the United States Merchant Ma-
rine.

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

Under such regulations as the Secretary
may prescribe, the Secretary may strike and
sell duplicates in bronze of the gold medal
struck under section 3, at a price sufficient
to cover the costs of the medals, including
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and
overhead expenses.

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—Medals struck
under this Act are national medals for pur-
poses of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code,
all medals struck under this Act shall be
considered to be numismatic items.

SA 1274. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr.
CORNYN) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 1029, to allow the use of cer-
tified facility dogs in criminal pro-
ceedings in Federal courts, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Courthouse
Dogs Act”’.

SEC. 2. USE OF CERTIFIED FACILITY DOG FOR
TESTIMONY IN CRIMINAL PRO-
CEEDINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 223 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 3502 the following:

“§3503. Use of certified facility dog for testi-
mony in criminal proceedings

‘‘(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘certified facility dog’ means a dog that
has graduated from an assistance dog organi-
zation that is a member of an internation-
ally recognized assistance dog association
that has a primary purpose of granting ac-
creditation based on standards of excellence
in areas of—

‘(1) assistance dog acquisition;

‘(2) dog training;

‘/(3) dog handler training; and

‘“(4) dog placement.

“(b) REQUESTS FOR USE OF CERTIFIED FA-
CILITY DoGgs.—Either party in a criminal pro-
ceeding in a Federal court may apply for an
order from the court to allow a certified fa-
cility dog, if available, to be present with a
witness testifying before the court through—

‘(1) in-person testimony; or

‘“(2) testimony televised by 2-way, closed-
circuit television.

“‘(c) CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL.—A Federal
court may enter an order authorizing an
available certified facility dog to accompany
a witness while testifying at a hearing in ac-
cordance with subsection (b) if the court
finds that—

‘(1) the dog to be used qualifies as a cer-
tified facility dog;

‘“(2) the use of a certified facility dog will
aid the witness in providing testimony; and

‘(3) upon a showing by the party seeking
an order under subsection (b), the certified
facility dog is insured for liability protec-
tion.

““(d) HANDLERS.—Each certified facility dog
authorized to accompany a witness under
subsection (c) shall be accompanied by a
handler who is—

‘(1) trained to manage the certified facil-
ity dog by an assistance dog organization de-
scribed in subsection (a); and

‘“(2) a professional working in the legal
system with knowledge about the legal and
criminal justice processes.

‘““(e) DEADLINE.—The party seeking an
order under subsection (b) shall apply for
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such order not later than 14 days before the
preliminary hearing, trial date, or other
hearing to which the order is to apply.

“(f) OTHER ORDERS.—A Federal court may
make such orders as may be necessary to
preserve the fairness of the proceeding, in-
cluding imposing restrictions on, and in-
structing the jury regarding, the presence of
the certified facility dog during the pro-
ceedings.

“(g) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to prevent a Fed-
eral court from providing any other accom-
modations to a witness in accordance with
applicable law.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis for chapter 223 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 3502 the fol-
lowing:
¢“3503. Use of certified facility dog for testi-

mony in criminal pro-
ceedings.”.

SA 1275. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr.
CARDIN) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 1309, to identify and combat cor-
ruption in countries, to establish a
tiered system of countries with respect
to levels of corruption by their govern-
ments and their efforts to combat such
corruption, and to assess United States
assistance to designated countries in
order to advance anti-corruption ef-
forts in those countries and better
serve United States taxpayers; as fol-
lows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) it is in the foreign policy interest of the
United States to help foreign countries pro-
mote good governance and combat public
corruption;

(2) multiple Federal departments and agen-
cies operate programs that promote good
governance in foreign countries and enhance
such countries’ ability to combat public cor-
ruption; and

(3) the Department of State should—

(A) promote coordination among the Fed-
eral departments and agencies implementing
programs to promote good governance and
combat public corruption in foreign coun-
tries in order to improve effectiveness and
efficiency; and

(B) identify areas in which United States
efforts to help other countries promote good
governance and combat public corruption
could be enhanced.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL ASSESSMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For each of the fiscal
years 2020 through 2026, the Secretary of
State shall assess the capacity and commit-
ment of foreign governments to which the
United States provides foreign assistance
under the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) or the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) to combat
public corruption. Each such assessment
shall—

(1) utilize independent, third party indica-
tors that measure transparency, account-
ability, and corruption in the public sector
in such countries, including the extent to
which public power is exercised for private
gain, to identify those countries that are
most vulnerable to public corruption;

(2) consider, to the extent reliable informa-
tion is available, whether the government of
a country identified under paragraph (1)—

(A) has adopted measures to prevent public
corruption, such as measures to inform and
educate the public, including potential vic-
tims, about the causes and consequences of
public corruption;
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(B) has enacted laws and established gov-
ernment structures, policies, and practices
that prohibit public corruption;

(C) enforces such laws through a fair judi-
cial process;

(D) vigorously investigates, prosecutes,
convicts, and sentences public officials who
participate in or facilitate public corruption,
including nationals of such country who are
deployed in foreign military assignments,
trade delegations abroad, or other similar
missions who engage in or facilitate public
corruption;

(E) prescribes appropriate punishment for
serious, significant corruption that is com-
mensurate with the punishment prescribed
for serious crimes;

(F) prescribes appropriate punishment for
significant corruption that provides a suffi-
ciently stringent deterrent and adequately
reflects the nature of the offense;

(G) convicts and sentences persons respon-
sible for such acts that take place wholly or
partly within the country of such govern-
ment, including, as appropriate, requiring
the incarceration of individuals convicted of
such acts;

(H) holds private sector representatives ac-
countable for their role in public corruption;
and

(I) addresses threats for civil society to
monitor anti-corruption efforts; and

(3) further consider—

(A) verifiable measures taken by the gov-
ernment of a country identified under para-
graph (1) to prohibit government officials
from participating in, facilitating, or
condoning public corruption, including the
investigation, prosecution, and conviction of
such officials;

(B) the extent to which such government
provides access, or, as appropriate, makes
adequate resources available, to civil society
organizations and other institutions to com-
bat public corruption, including reporting,
investigating, and monitoring;

(C) the extent to which an independent ju-
diciary or judicial body in such country is
responsible for, and effectively capable of,
deciding public corruption cases impartially,
on the basis of facts and in accordance with
law, without any improper restrictions, in-
fluences, inducements, pressures, threats, or
interferences, whether direct or indirect,
from any source or for any reason;

(D) the extent to which such government
cooperates meaningfully with the United
States to strengthen government and judi-
cial institutions and the rule of law to pre-
vent, prohibit, and punish public corruption;

(E) the extent to which such government—

(i) is assisting in international investiga-
tions of transnational public corruption net-
works and in other cooperative efforts to
combat serious, significant corruption, in-
cluding cooperating with the governments of
other countries to extradite corrupt actors;

(ii) recognizes the rights of victims of pub-
lic corruption, ensures their access to jus-
tice, and takes steps to prevent such victims
from being further victimized or persecuted
by corrupt actors, government officials, or
others; and

(iii) refrains from prosecuting legitimate
victims of public corruption or whistle-
blowers due to such persons having assisted
in exposing public corruption, and refrains
from other discriminatory treatment of such
persons; and

(F) contain such other information relat-
ing to public corruption as the Secretary of
State considers appropriate.

(b) IDENTIFICATION.—After conducting each
assessment under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of State shall identify, of the coun-
tries described in subsection (a)(1)—

(1) which countries are meeting minimum
standards to combat public corruption;
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(2) which countries are not meeting such
minimum standards, but are making signifi-
cant efforts to do so; and

(3) which countries are not meeting such
minimum standards and are not making sig-
nificant efforts to do so.

(c) REPORT.—Except as provided in sub-
section (d), not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter through fiscal year 2026, the
Secretary of State shall submit a report to
the appropriate congressional committees,
and make such report publicly available.
Such report shall—

(1) identify the countries described in sub-
section (a)(1) and paragraphs (2) and (3) of
subsection (b);

(2) describe the methodology and data uti-
lized in the assessments under subsection (a);
and

(3) identify the reasons for the identifica-
tions referred to in paragraph (1).

(d) BRIEFING IN LIEU OF REPORT.—The Sec-
retary of State may waive the requirement
to submit and make publicly available a
written report under subsection (c) if the
Secretary—

(1) determines that publication of such re-
port would—

(A) undermine existing United States anti-
corruption efforts in 1 or more countries; or

(B) threaten the national interests of the
United States; and

(2) provides a briefing to the appropriate
congressional committees that—

(A) identifies the countries described in
subsection (a)(1) and paragraphs (2) and (3) of
subsection (b);

(B) describes the methodology and data
utilized in the assessment under subsection
(a); and

(C) identifies the reasons for such identi-
fications.

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COM-
MITTEE DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 3. TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

For each country identified under para-
graphs (2) and (3) of section 2(b), the Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agency for
International Development, as appropriate,
shall—

(1) ensure that a corruption risk assess-
ment and mitigation strategy is included in
the integrated country strategy for such
country; and

(2) utilize appropriate mechanisms to com-
bat corruption in such countries, including
by ensuring—

(A) the inclusion of anti-corruption clauses
in contracts, grants, and cooperative agree-
ments entered into by the Department of
State or the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development for or in such coun-
tries, which allow for the termination of
such contracts, grants, or cooperative agree-
ments, as the case may be, without penalty
if credible indicators of public corruption are
discovered;

(B) the inclusion of appropriate clawback
or flowdown clauses within the procurement
instruments of the Department of State and
the United States Agency for International
Development that provide for the recovery of
funds misappropriated through corruption;

(C) the appropriate disclosure to the
United States Government, in confidential
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form, if necessary, of the beneficial owner-
ship of contractors, subcontractors, grant-
ees, cooperative agreement participants, and
other organizations implementing programs
on behalf of the Department of State or the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment; and

(D) the establishment of mechanisms for
investigating allegations of misappropriated
resources and equipment.

SEC. 4. DESIGNATION OF EMBASSY ANTI-COR-
RUPTION POINTS OF CONTACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall annually designate an anti-corruption
point of contact at the United States diplo-
matic post to each country identified under
paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 2(b), or
which the Secretary otherwise determines is
in need of such a point of contact. The point
of contact shall be the Chief of Mission or
the Chief of Mission’s designee.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—Each anti-corrup-
tion point of contact designated under sub-
section (a) shall be responsible for coordi-
nating and overseeing the implementation of
a whole-of-government approach among the
relevant Federal departments and agencies
operating programs that—

(1) promote good governance in foreign
countries; and

(2) enhance the ability of such countries—

(A) to combat public corruption; and

(B) to develop and implement corruption
risk assessment tools and mitigation strate-
gies.

(c) TRAINING.—The Secretary of State shall
implement appropriate training for anti-cor-
ruption points of contact designated under
subsection (a).

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CORRUPT ACTOR.—The term
actor’” means—

(A) any foreign person or entity that is a
government official or government entity re-
sponsible for, or complicit in, an act of pub-
lic corruption; and

(B) any company, in which a person or en-
tity described in subparagraph (A) has a sig-
nificant stake, which is responsible for, or
complicit in, an act of public corruption.

(2) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.—The term ‘‘for-
eign assistance’” means assistance made
available under—

(A) the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.); or

(B) the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2751 et seq.).

(3) GRAND CORRUPTION.—The term ‘‘grand
corruption” means public corruption com-
mitted at a high level of government that—

(A) distorts policies or the central func-
tioning of the country; and

(B) enables leaders to benefit at the ex-
pense of the public good.

(4) PETTY CORRUPTION.—The term ‘‘petty
corruption’” means the unlawful exercise of
entrusted public power for private gain by
low- or mid-level public officials in their
interactions with ordinary citizens, includ-
ing by bribery, nepotism, fraud, or embezzle-
ment.

(5) PUBLIC CORRUPTION.—The term ‘‘public
corruption” means the unlawful exercise of
entrusted public power for private gain, in-
cluding by bribery, nepotism, fraud, or em-
bezzlement.

‘‘corrupt

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have a request for one committee to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. It has the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.
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