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Not only do they produce excellent
products, Cabot’s farm families are
leaders of sustainability. They have
worked to strengthen green farming
practices, some of which provide
Vermont families with electricity, and
even their own electricity processing
plant. They have made continuous ef-
forts to create more sustainable prac-
tices, from conserving water to install-
ing solar panels. Cabot and their mem-
bers have been awarded prestigious
honors, such as U.S. Dairy Sustain-
ability Awards and New England Green
Pastures Award for Outstanding Dairy
Farm of the Year. Cabot has recently
been classified as a B Corporation, the
first dairy cooperative to achieve that
certification, which shows the strong
commitment they have to being a so-
cially and environmentally responsible
business.

I have had the pleasure to work with
Cabot, creating lasting memories and
an incredible working relationship that
has supported the dairy industry in
Vermont and the entire country. I am
privileged to host Cabot at my annual
Taste of Vermont event, and guests of
the reception are often greeted by the
distinct Cabot plaid upon entering the
Kennedy Caucus Room on Capitol Hill.

As a Vermonter, I am proud of the in-
credible service Cabot, its leaders, and
their farmers provide for our State, our
economy, and the larger dairy indus-
try. Cabot truly represents the essence,
values, and traditions of what makes
Vermont special. I congratulate Cabot
and their dairy farmers on 100 years of
hard work and success.

————

RECOGNIZING 14TH STAR
BREWERY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
celebrate the success of a Vermont en-
trepreneur and small business owner,
Steve Gagner, of 14th Star Brewery.
Started in 2012, 14th Star Brewery
began in a hand-built brew house in St.
Albans, VT, with beer brewed in
repurposed maple sap collection tanks.
Under the leadership of the team he
has assembled, the company has grown
immensely since then, increasing their
staff to 24 and moving to a new loca-
tion where they are expected to
produce over 8,000 barrels of craft beer
by year-end. 14th Star has become
widely popular throughout Vermont
and distributes to six nearby States.

The creation of this Vermont brew-
ery, however, began on the battlefields
of Afghanistan. The founders of 14th
Star, Steve Gagner and Matt Kehaya,
served in Afghanistan with the
Vermont Army National Guard. During
their deployment, they drafted the
business plan for their dream company
on the back of a notebook. Even as the
business has grown dramatically, Steve
continues to serve in the Vermont
Army National Guard and has been
named commanding officer of the
Army Mountain Warfare School in
Jericho, VT. Steve was deployed for
two combat tours and is a two-time
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Bronze Star recipient. He also teaches
the next generation of leaders as an as-
sistant professor at Norwich Univer-
sity.

Named after Vermont’s status as the
14th State to join the Union, Steve has
ensured that 14th Star Brewery main-
tains a close tie to service of our fellow
Vermonters. Taking its values from
Steve and his close-knit leadership
team, the brewery directs a portion of
its proceeds towards supporting Purple
Hearts Reunited, an organization
founded by fellow Vermont Guardsman
Zach Fike to return lost or stolen mili-
tary medals to veterans and their fami-
lies. Each June, which is PTSD aware-
ness month, 14th Star releases a special
brew, 11Bravo, and hosts an annual
event to support the Josh Pallotta fund
for addressing veteran suicides, in
memory of his fellow Vermont Guards-
man.

Steve and 14th Star are proud and de-
voted members of the St. Albans and
Franklin County community, serving
every way possible, such as raising
enough funds to ensure eggs and milk
were supplied to a local kitchen for an
entire year. 14th Star’s tireless efforts
to give back to their community and
the State shows how far a small
business’s impact can go.

Marcelle and I have enjoyed getting
to know Steve and his wife Nicole over
the years. During the Vermont Brewers
Festival in 2015, Steve kindly gave me
a tour of the festival and introduced
me to many amazing brewers within
our State. Marcelle and I have also had
the pleasure of visiting 14th Star Brew-
ery, where we were impressed not only
by the creativity and quality of the
beer but also the sense of community
they have fostered by creating a wel-
coming gathering space in St. Albans.
His sister and business partner, Andrea
Gagner, who is the CEO of 14th Star,
has also joined us in DC to participate
in the annual Taste of Vermont on
Capitol Hill for 2 years, and Marcelle
and I have enjoyed spending time with
her at the event.

I was proud to hear that Steve was
chosen as the Vermont Small Business
Person of the Year earlier this year. I
have seen firsthand the dedication
Steve has not only to his community
in St. Albans but also to the veteran’s
community. He has an outstanding
work ethic and I applaud him for all
the selfless work to give back to his
community. I believe Steve truly ex-
emplifies what it means to be a small
business owner in Vermont and he is
very deserving of this high recognition.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
HAZELETT CONTINUOUS CASTING

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to recognize the
success of another Vermont business,
Hazelett Continuous Casting, which is
celebrating its 100th anniversary of
producing quality casting equipment
and research. Hazelett is a true pioneer
of continuous metal casting develop-
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ment and research, growing from one
man’s dream into one of Vermont’s
most successful companies. As a
fourth-generation, family-run com-
pany, it is fitting to look back on
Hazelett’s 100 years of public service
and learn more about their history.

Hazelett’s founder, Clarence W.
Hazelett, worked tirelessly to design
and develop continuous metal casting
technology in 1919. Clarence’s commit-
ment was undying, his persistence to
be a leader in this field led to his
groundbreaking work being recognized
through worldwide patents and tech-
nical publications. In 1924, Clarence es-
tablished the first commercial contin-
uous metals casting and processing
company in the world, Hazelett Stor-
age Battery Company. Upon his death,
his two sons, William ‘‘Bill”’ and Rich-
ard, followed in his footsteps and took
Hazelett a step further.

Bill took the reins from his father,
becoming president of the company in
1956. Building on his father’s founda-
tion, Bill relocated the company to
Colchester, VT, and renamed it
Hazelett Strip-Casting Corporation. It
was here that the family business grew
into one of the world’s leading contin-
uous casting machine manufacturers.
Bill went on to win the United States
Small Business Administration Na-
tional Exporter of the Year award in
2001 for his exemplary innovation and
vision in building a very successful
business in Vermont, boasting an em-
ployment of 145 people while account-
ing 70 percent of its $23 million in sales
to foreign business. Bill passed away in
2010, but his legacy lives on and con-
tinues in his son, David.

Today, with David at the helm,
Hazelett has maintained their status as
one of the world’s leaders in contin-
uous metal casting, expanding well be-
yond the Green Mountains. Hazelett’s
prominent presence around the globe is
marked by the operation of their ma-
chines in 27 countries and the estab-
lishment of the only full-service
Hazelett branch outside of the United
States, Hazelett Trading in Shanghai,
China. David’s mission is clear: He
hopes to offer the most cost-effective,
environmentally friendly metals cast-
ing technology in the world. It pleases
me to hear important Vermont values
incorporated into Hazelett’s work.

Hazelett has been an important con-
tributor to not only the Vermont econ-
omy but the global economy. The
Hazelett family and their employees
have also helped build and support
their home town of Colchester over
this entire 100 years. A business of this
magnitude in Vermont is a true gem
and the years of dedication and hard
work are exemplified through
Hazelett’s generations of leaders. I am
incredibly proud of the continued dedi-
cation of each generation that has
taken over the business. Congratula-
tions to Hazelett Continuous Casting
on 100 years of business, may your suc-
cess continue for another 100 years.
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RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN
LEGION AUXILIARY

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the American Legion Auxiliary.
I appreciate the opportunity to speak
about this esteemed organization and
recognize their efforts supporting
American servicemembers, veterans,
and their families. The centennial cele-
bration is a historic occasion for the
State of Michigan, as well as the entire
Nation.

The American Legion Auxiliary was
founded in 1919 to support the efforts of
the men in the American Legion. The
women of the Auxiliary saw an oppor-
tunity to embark on a mission of their
own, to not only support active
servicemembers and veterans of World
War I but also their communities and
families. This mission resonated
among others and by November 1920,
there were 1,342 Auxiliary units found-
ed across 43 States.

During World War II, the Auxiliary
jumped into action again to serve
brave servicemembers joining the
fight. They established scholarships for
students to train as nurses and fulfill
needs on the frontlines, donated six
mobile blood units to the Red Cross,
and established an Emergency Vol-
untary Committee to support the war
effort. At the beginning of World War I,
there were approximately 500,000 en-
rolled members. After World War II,
membership rose rapidly and peaked in
1955 with 1,001,545 members. Today, the
American Legion Auxiliary consists of
approximately 800,000 members who
continue to support troops and vet-
erans across the world in war and
peacetime.

Communities throughout the State
of Michigan, as well as across the coun-
try, benefit from the Auxiliary’s advo-
cacy and outreach. This past year,
their work has culminated into over 40
million volunteer hours and $37 million
to charitable efforts across the United
States. Their own charitable causes in-
clude Girls Nation and State, the Aux-
iliary Emergency Fund, and American
Legion Child Welfare Foundation, as
well as numerous scholarships and
helping to fund veteran support serv-
ices.

In addition to philanthropic work,
the Auxiliary has advocated for vet-
erans’ rights and increased support for
those who have served our Nation.
They have advocated for legislation
such as the GI bill, legislation that
would expand U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs benefits, and efforts to
help end homelessness among veterans.

It is my great pleasure to congratu-
late the American Legion Auxiliary on
its centennial milestone and recognize
the meaningful impact they continue
to have in the State of Michigan and
across our Nation. I ask my colleagues
to join me in congratulating its mem-
bers and their dedication to support
servicemembers, veterans, and their
families by promoting fellowship, pa-
triotism, peace, and security through-
out the world.
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TRIBUTE TO CHIEF MASTER
SERGEANT MARCUS T. OATS

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize and honor
CMSgt Marcus Oats for his recent pro-
motion to Chief Master Sergeant in the
U.S. Air Force and upon the comple-
tion of his Air Force fellowship with
my office.

Selection for chief master sergeant is
extremely competitive, as only 1 per-
cent of the Air Force’s entire enlisted
population may hold the pay grade of
E-9 at any time. Chief Oats clearly
epitomizes the finest qualities of a
military leader, as evidenced by his
distinguished career and elevation to
the highest enlisted level of leadership
within the Air Force. Chief Master Ser-
geant Oats entered the U.S. Air Force
on September 4, 1996, as a services spe-
cialist and was later selected for re-
training into the field of acquisition.
Chief Oats’ honorable service has
spanned numerous overseas and state-
side assignments including Southwest
Asia, four States, and the Nation’s
Capital. He has also completed several
deployments in support of Operations
Allied Force, Enduring Freedom, and
Inherent Resolve. Chief Oats currently
serves as the senior enlisted advisor in
the Office of the Secretary of the Air
Force’s Legislative Liaison Direc-
torate. Chief Master Sergeant Oats has
chosen to repeatedly lead his airmen
by example.

Despite years of challenging work
schedules and countless military obli-
gations, Chief Oats elected to make his
education a priority. Since 2011, he has
earned two associate’s degrees, a bach-
elor’s degree, a master’s degree, and a
graduate-level certificate.

Furthermore, Chief Oats’ out-
standing performance has garnered nu-
merous accolades, including the 386th
Expeditionary Wing Lance P. Sijan
Leadership Award, two time 7th Bomb
Wing Senior Noncommissioned Officer
of the Year Award, and the Air Force
Central Command Senior Noncommis-
sioned Officer of the Year Award. As a
true testament to Chief Master Ser-
geant Oats’ exceptional career, he was
selected to represent the U.S. Air
Force on Capitol Hill as its enlisted
legislative fellow in 2019. I was fortu-
nate to have Chief Oats spend the year
in my office as an integral part of
Team Murkowski and was pleased with
his professionalism, character, and de-
votion to duty.

Chief Oats joined my office in Janu-
ary of this year while serving as my de-
fense fellow on behalf of the U.S. Air
Force Legislative Fellowship Program.
As the defense fellow, Chief Oats draft-
ed legislation, prepared floor debate
materials, planned and analyzed public
policy, and served as a congressional li-
aison between Alaskans and industry
or government representatives. Chief
Oats is the first enlisted contracting
airman selected for this position and is
one of only two enlisted Active-Duty
Air Force fellows currently serving in
this capacity. Chief Oats is a Memphis
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resident and an alumnus of Overton
High School. He holds a bachelor of
science in computer information sys-
tems and management, as well as a
master’s in business administration.

Chief Oats served as an integral
member of our defense team, and I re-
lied on his advice in support of Alas-
kans and all Americans. His tireless ef-
forts were critical to the passage of the
Merchant Mariners of World War II
Congressional Gold Medal. This bill is
to award a Congressional Gold Medal
to the U.S. Merchant Mariners of
World War II in recognition of their
dedicated and vital service during
World War II—service which proved in-
strumental in securing victory for the
Allied powers. Moreover, Chief Oats led
a bipartisan effort to introduce the
sixth Defense Department Regional Se-
curities Study Center, named after the
late Alaska Senator Ted Stevens. The
centers aim to support defense strategy
objectives and policy priorities through
a unique academic forum and to foster
strong international networks of secu-
rity leaders. He also helped secure sev-
eral wins for Alaska in the Defense ap-
propriations bill.

Chief Oats continued the extraor-
dinary lineage of military fellows I
have had the honor of working in my
office, serving as a member of my
team. He was also the first enlisted
contracting fellow in Congress. It has
been a great privilege to work with and
get to know Chief Oats over the past 11
months. I know that my entire team
will agree when I say Chief Oats will
always be part of the Murkowski fam-
ily.

As I thank Chief Oats for his service,
I also thank his wonderful family who
has remained by his side for his 23-year
Air Force career. Chief Oats is married
to Cecilia Oats. They have three chil-
dren, Kayla, Mya, and Myles.

On behalf of the U.S. Congress and a
thankful Nation, I want to express our
gratitude to CMSgt Marcus T. Oats for
his dedicated service to the U.S. Senate
and to all Alaskans. We applaud Chief
Oats on his recent promotion to chief
master sergeant, the highest general
enlisted rank of the Air Force, and
hope the best for him in his next role of
Legislative Advisor to the Chief Master
Sergeant of the U.S. Air Force. Just as
I have greatly benefited from Chief
Oats’ leadership and advice, I have no
doubt that the U.S Air Force will also
reap the benefits from this true Amer-
ican. Thank you for everything
Marcus.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING BRIGADIER GEN-
ERAL JAMES KEMP
MCLAUGHLIN

® Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I rise
today in remembrance of the life of
Brig. Gen. James Kemp McLaughlin,
who passed away this week after living
an impressive 101 years full of honor,
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