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Today, we estimate that nearly 30 

percent of school-age children are 
vaping—more than 5 million kids 
across America. 

A group of young high schoolers 
came in to see me from New York last 
week and said: Senator, you are all 
wrong. In our schools it is a majority. 

A majority of the students are 
vaping, not only outside of the school, 
but even in the classroom. They have 
hooked up vaping devices to the cloth-
ing that they are wearing, and when 
the teacher turns his or her back on 
the class, they are puffing on their 
vaping materials—their Juuls—and 
blowing the white vapor into the air of 
the classroom. 

It sounds incredible, but they told me 
it is true and it happens all over the 
school—in the restrooms, in the cafe-
teria, in the classrooms. 

The reason it is happening is that so 
many students are vaping now and it is 
an addiction. As these students con-
tinue to vape, their appetite for the 
product grows. 

Kids are using these products for 
many reasons, and I can get into the 
psychology of it for a minute, but let 
me dwell on the obvious. 

The flavors that are being sold on 
these vaping materials are designed for 
them—to attract children to Juul’s 
products, to flavors like Cotton Candy, 
Unicorn Milk—whatever the heck that 
is—Cool Mint, Mom’s Sugar Cookies, 
and, yes, Menthol. 

According to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, more than 80 percent of 
children who vape start with a flavored 
e-cigarette. 

Now, the vaping industry says: Oh, 
you have got it all wrong. You see, this 
is a non-tobacco product which people 
can use to get off cigarettes. 

Well, that sounds pretty noble; 
doesn’t it? We want people to move 
away from something more dangerous, 
like tobacco cigarettes. 

But when you look at the incidence 
of people using this product, it is min-
iscule in terms of adults with a tobacco 
addiction moving to vaping products, 
and the number of children and young 
students moving from non-vaping to 
vaping is dramatic. As I mentioned, the 
official figures are 30 percent of high 
school students. 

According to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, one of the things that is 
luring young people to this behavior is 
the flavoring or the flavor pods. Does 
anyone believe these flavors are in-
tended for some 50-year-old chain 
smoker who wants to give up on to-
bacco cigarettes—flavors like Farley’s 
Gnarly Sauce, Bubble Purp by Chubby 
Bubbles, Blue Razz by Candy King, Cot-
ton Candy by Zonk? Some 50-year-old 
is attracted to Cotton Candy by Zonk? 

We know better. These flavor pods 
are made for kids—to attract kids, get 
them started, get them hooked, and 
make them lifelong customers. 

Together with bipartisan colleagues, 
I have pressed the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration and the White House for 

years to put an end to these kid-friend-
ly flavor pods. 

Well, the tobacco giant Altria—it 
used to be Philip Morris, if I am not 
mistaken—stepped in and bought the 
lion’s share of the stock of Juul, the 
most prolific producer of vaping de-
vices in the United States. 

Altria knows this business and how 
to attract kids because they used to 
make Marlboro cigarettes. Remember 
that cowboy designed to appeal across 
the board, particularly to young smok-
ers? 

Well, now they have a new gig. It is 
called vaping, e-cigarettes, and Altria 
has bought in in a big way. 

They have been taking out ads to 
support raising the Federal age to pur-
chase tobacco products to 21. 

Wait a minute. A tobacco company 
wants to raise the age for purchasing 
the products? 

They do. They see it as inevitable, 
but it is also part of their market 
strategy. That is the same policy I 
have supported, and I thank my col-
leagues Senator SCHATZ and Senator 
KAINE for joining in the effort, along 
with Senator ROMNEY. But what we 
have seen is that Altria has invested 
$13 billion to acquire a 35-percent stake 
in Juul, which controls more than 70 
percent of the vaping market. Tobacco 
is big in vaping. 

Altria and Juul together now believe 
that if the only thing we do is just 
raise the tobacco age to 21, they will be 
in the clear and they can avoid the 
scrutiny for their targeted efforts to 
hook kids on e-cigarettes. 

I disagree. I have made clear that 
any T–21, ‘‘Tobacco to 21’’ policy must 
be coupled with meaningful provisions 
to get rid of the e-cigarette flavors now 
addicting our kids, but they have 
turned to one of their allies, Senator 
MCCONNELL, on this effort, who was an 
original sponsor on T–21. His party re-
sisted the effort to join the banning of 
flavor pods for e-cigarettes as part of 
the T–21 bill in our appropriations bill. 

I fear that the spending bill will 
come before us and include just the T– 
21 policy, and that of course doesn’t ad-
dress what is happening with vaping 
among children in America. 

If we are serious about sparing Amer-
icans, particularly our kids, from ad-
dictions to nicotine, it has to reach be-
yond tobacco cigarettes to vaping. It is 
a mistake not to do so. 

The public health community agrees 
with me on that. Any serious solution 
to skyrocketing rates of youth e-ciga-
rette use must include the removal of 
kid-friendly flavors—not just the to-
bacco industry’s preferred policy—and 
I will continue to work with Members 
on both sides of the aisle in pushing to 
do so. 

Finally, let me say on this subject 
that on September 15, President Trump 
held a press conference in the Oval Of-
fice on this subject of vaping. Sitting 
next to him was the First Lady of the 
United States, Melania Trump. She 
doesn’t often stand up on political 

issues, but she is the mother of a teen-
ager, and she decided to speak out 
against vaping. I thanked her. I praised 
her along with the President. They did 
the right thing, but now we are not 
sure where the President is on this sub-
ject. We are not sure if he is going to 
continue his effort to end the scourge 
of vaping and e-cigarettes. 

I hope the President comes back to 
the position he announced in Sep-
tember. We need his help to ban these 
flavor pods. 

The recent appointee as FDA Com-
missioner, Stephen Hahn, has told me 
personally and many of my colleagues 
that he thinks this is a serious issue. I 
believe he ought to be given the au-
thority to exercise his legal right and 
power to stop these pods and stop these 
devices as quickly as possible. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRAMER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-

publican leader is recognized. 
IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, all 
eyes today are on the House of Rep-
resentatives. The country is waiting to 
see whether these House Democrats 
will give in to the temptation that 
every other House in modern history 
has managed to resist and misuse the 
solemn process of impeachment to 
blow off partisan steam. I will have 
more to say on this subject if House 
Democrats do, in fact, proceed. 

Yesterday I came to the floor to dis-
cuss one initial aspect of this that con-
cerns our Senate process. Over the 
weekend, my colleague the Democratic 
leader began asking the Senate to 
break from precedent, break with the 
unanimous template from 1999, and 
begin choreographing the middle of a 
potential trial before we have even 
heard opening arguments. 

Back in 1999, all 100 Senators agreed 
on a simple pretrial resolution that set 
up a briefing, opening arguments, Sen-
ators’ questions, and a vote on a mo-
tion to dismiss. Senators reserved all 
other questions, such as witnesses, 
until the trial was underway. That was 
the unanimous bipartisan precedent 
from 1999. Put first things first, lay the 
bipartisan groundwork and leave 
midtrial questions to the middle of the 
trial. 

I have hoped, and still hope, that the 
Democratic leader and I can sit down 
and reproduce that unanimous bipar-
tisan agreement this time. His decision 
to try to angrily negotiate through the 
press is unfortunate, but no amount of 
bluster will change the simple fact that 
we already have a unanimous bipar-
tisan precedent. If 100 Senators 
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thought this approach was good enough 
for President Clinton, it ought to be 
good enough for President Trump. 

I hope House Democrats see reason to 
pull back from the precipice, but if 
they proceed, I hope the Democratic 
leader and I can sit down soon and 
honor the template that was unani-
mously agreed to the last time. 

Mr. President, on another matter, in 
the meantime, the Senate is busy com-
pleting the legislation our country ac-
tually needs. Yesterday the Senate 
passed the NDAA conference report and 
put it on President Trump’s desk. 
Thanks to the diligence of Chairman 
INHOFE and Ranking Member REED, 
this critical legislation to support our 
armed services will become law for a 
59th consecutive year. 

APPROPRIATIONS 
Mr. President, tomorrow we will vote 

on government funding bills the House 
passed yesterday. A lot of hard work 
brought this appropriations process 
back from the brink. Here are some of 
the important things that will happen 
as a result: stable, full-year funding for 
our Armed Forces, including research 
and modernization; the largest pay 
raise for our troops in a decade; and 
more support for key alliances like 
NATO, close partners like Israel, and 
high-priority areas like Hong Kong. 

The bills also deliver on vital domes-
tic priorities as well. It funds infra-
structure and transportation projects. 
It repeals even more of Obamacare by 
cutting out more harmful taxes. 

Every single State wins in this bill. 
By way of example, here are a few ways 
my State will benefit. This bill keeps 
the decade-old promise of a new, mod-
ern VA medical center with a special 
emphasis on care for women veterans. 
There is support for fighting invasive 
Asian Carp in West Kentucky, for Cen-
tral Kentucky’s role in high-tech agri-
cultural research. Of course, Kentucky 
has a huge stake in our Nation’s battle 
against opioid and substance abuse. I 
am proud these bills fund housing and 
treatment programs established by my 
CAREER Act to help those in long- 
term recovery reenter the workforce. 

Speaking of addiction, I am espe-
cially proud that this legislation in-
cludes my T–21 legislation to raise the 
nationwide age for purchasing tobacco 
and vaping products to 21 years old and 
help roll back the explosion in tobacco 
and nicotine use among our Nation’s 
youth. 

I am proud to have worked with Sen-
ator KAINE and others on both sides to 
ensure that the legislation we drafted 
became law this year. Senator TODD 
YOUNG of Indiana was also deeply in-
volved in this as well. I am proud that 
these bills include direct bipartisan ac-
tion that I urged to shore up the loom-
ing pension and healthcare crisis faced 
by coal communities in Kentucky and 
across the Nation. 

These are some examples from Ken-
tucky. This legislation touches, in fact, 
all 50 States. This is why full-year 
funding bills are better than chronic 

CRs. This is why the Senate should 
pass these bills this way and send them 
to the President’s desk. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from South Dakota. 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, we are 
wrapping up the year in the Senate, 
and I am looking forward to getting 
home to South Dakota for Christmas. 
Before we leave, we will wrap up this 
year’s spending bills, including the De-
fense funding bill. 

Yesterday we passed the National De-
fense Authorization Act, which is year-
ly legislation to authorize funding for 
our military and our national defense. 
I am pleased to report that this year’s 
bill authorizes the full annual funding 
request for development of the B–21 
bomber, which will be coming to Ells-
worth in the not-too-distant future. 

The news that Ellsworth Air Force 
Base had been selected as the first 
home of the future B–21 Raider was ex-
citing news this year. Ellsworth Air 
Force Base has been a priority of mine 
since I first came to the Senate and 
worked with a lot of dedicated people 
to prevent Ellsworth from being closed 
by the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission in 2005. 

Since then, I have worked with the 
other Members of the South Dakota 
delegation and the Air Force and com-
munity leaders to make sure the base 
never again finds itself in the same po-
sition. Among other things, our efforts 
resulted in the expansion of the Powder 
River Training Complex into the larg-
est training airspace in the continental 
United States. 

It is undoubtedly partly thanks to 
this airspace that Ellsworth was cho-
sen as the first home for the B–21. Ells-
worth is going from strength to 
strength. I am honored to advocate for 
our national security and the airmen 
at Ellsworth in the U.S. Senate. 

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. President, agriculture is the life-
blood of our economy in South Dakota, 
and our farmers and ranchers are al-
ways at the top of my priority list in 
the Senate. Thanks to national disas-
ters, protracted trade disputes, and 
several years of low commodity prices, 
farmers and ranchers have had a tough 
few years. 

This spring, farmers throughout the 
Midwest were hit with heavy rainfall 
and flooding. By the time the soil fi-
nally dried out enough for planting, it 
was too late for many farmers to plant 
their normal crops, and many had to 
turn quick-growing cover crops that 
could be used for feed and grazing and 
to protect the soil. 

The farmers in South Dakota and 
other Northern States faced a problem. 
The Department of Agriculture had set 
November 1 as the first date on which 
farmers could harvest these cover crops 
for feed or use them for pasture with-
out having their crop insurance indem-
nity reduced. 

Farmers who hayed or grazed before 
this date faced a reduction in their pre-
vent plant indemnity payments, which 
are crop insurance payments to help 
them cover their income loss when the 
fields can’t be planted due to flooding 
or other issues. 

While November 1 is a reasonable 
date for farmers in Southern States, 
for farmers in Northern States like 
South Dakota, November 1 is too late 
for harvesting thanks to killing frost 
and the risk of late fall and early win-
ter storms. It is too late to maximize 
the use of cover crops for pasture, since 
a killing frost is liable to flatten cover 
crops before they are grazed. 

So, beginning in early May, I started 
pressing the Department of Agriculture 
to change the November 1 date. In 
June, the Department of Agriculture 
announced that it would move up the 
November 1 date for 2019 by 2 months, 
to September 1—a significant amount 
of time that allowed South Dakota 
farmers to plant cover crops without 
worrying about whether they would be 
able to successfully harvest or graze 
them. 

A year ago this week, the President 
signed into law the 2018 farm bill, 
which contained nearly 20 provisions 
that I authored based on input from 
South Dakota farmers and ranchers. 
This year, I have closely monitored the 
Department of Agriculture’s imple-
mentation of the bill. In particular, I 
have pressed the Department of Agri-
culture to implement the bill’s im-
provements to the Conservation Re-
serve Program and hold CRP signups, 
and I am pleased the administration 
opened a CRP signup earlier this 
month. 

When I talk to farmers and ranchers 
at home in South Dakota, they empha-
size that the most important thing 
Washington can do to boost our agri-
culture economy is to take action on 
trade agreements. 

Farmers and ranchers need access to 
new and expanded markets for their 
products. Just as importantly, they 
need certainty about what inter-
national markets are going to look 
like going forward. 

I have spent a lot of time this year 
pushing for Congress to approve the 
United States-Mexico-Canada Trade 
Agreement. After months and months 
of unnecessary delay, I am pleased this 
agreement is now moving forward. I am 
hopeful the Senate will pass it in Janu-
ary so the farmers and ranchers can 
start experiencing the benefits. 

RENEWABLE FUELS 
Mr. President, one piece of good news 

for corn farmers came this year with 
the administration’s announcement 
that it would permit the year-round 
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