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diligent worker for the people of North 
Dakota. He has served our State in 
many different capacities. He served as 
tourism director and did a tremendous 
job promoting our State, promoting 
tourism, and, really, promoting the 
beauty and the history of our State in 
a way that brought a lot of national at-
tention and really made a difference in 
terms of tourism for our State. 

He also served our State as economic 
development director, something that 
is certainly near and dear to my heart. 
I have always believed that job cre-
ation is job one, and so, to me, that is 
the engine that drives the car. KEVIN 
served as the economic development di-
rector under Governor Schafer, my 
predecessor, and, again, did a fantastic 
job. He knows the importance of sup-
porting our farmers and our small busi-
nesses, the energy industry, and all the 
things that really make our State go, 
and he has been a huge part of helping 
to create an environment in our State 
that, from a tax and a regulatory envi-
ronment, has been very supportive of 
the growth and development of our 
economy and all aspects of our econ-
omy—as I say, from ag to energy, to 
technology, to manufacturing and 
throughout the small business world— 
and, like me, he is a true champion for 
small business. We are big believers 
that small business is what makes this 
economy go. Whether it is North Da-
kota or the United States of America, 
it is small business that makes our 
economy go. 

As Governor, I had the opportunity 
to appoint KEVIN to our State’s public 
service commission in 2003, and he fol-
lowed that and ran and was elected to 
the PSC by the people of North Dakota 
and served as the public service com-
missioner for the State until 2012. Cer-
tainly, in that role he was a big part of 
the growth and development of our 
State. 

Back in 2000, when I started as Gov-
ernor, we produced less than 100,000 
barrels of oil a day. Today, we now 
produce more than 1.5 million barrels 
of oil a day. The only State that pro-
duces more oil than North Dakota is 
Texas, and KEVIN was a big part of 
building that climate where the indus-
try just developed amazing tech-
nologies and this whole shale play 
came to be. Of course, now the United 
States is the largest producer of oil and 
gas in the world. 

So he truly understands that you 
have to help to promote that kind of 
economic development, but, at the 
same time, there is a reasonable role 
for regulation and things have to be 
done right and well and with good envi-
ronmental stewardship. 

Prior to joining me in the Senate, 
KEVIN served for three terms in the 
House of Representatives, where we 
worked together on many of our 
State’s priorities. We share the same 
beliefs in not only our great State but 
in this great country, and we certainly 
had a tremendous working relationship 
in the House and now, of course, I am 

pleased to have him as a colleague in 
the Senate. 

We both served as members of the 
farm bill conference committee a year 
ago and were able to put in place a 
strong farm bill for our farmers and 
ranchers. 

We both work to rein in regulation, 
as I said, to grow our economy, and to 
support our military. He is a member 
of the Armed Services Committee and 
also the Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
and has already passed a resolution 
supporting our veterans with his Battle 
of the Bulge resolution, which has been 
passed by this body. 

These are just a few of the things 
that he has already done as a Member 
of the U.S. Senate. 

He has been a dedicated public serv-
ant for the people of North Dakota. He 
is also a very devoted family man. He 
and his wife Kris have three sons— 
Isaac, Ian, and Abel—and two daugh-
ters—Rachel and Annie. They are the 
proud grandparents of five. Now, I have 
him by one. I have six, but this is a 
competition. So we will see where it 
ends up. 

He has a great family and has been a 
great partner in the Senate, and, of 
course, I look forward to continuing to 
work with him. 

Again, I am very pleased today to in-
troduce Senator KEVIN CRAMER for this 
speech. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
f 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
Mr. CRAMER. Madam President, a 

very special thanks to my senior Sen-
ator, my great friend, and our former 
Governor, Senator JOHN HOEVEN. 

In fact, as he went through much of 
my speech for me, I thought to myself: 
Why, this is kind of like when I played 
high school basketball in Kindred, and 
we would be ahead by 20 points and the 
coach would get me off the bench and 
say: Go in and try not to screw this 
thing up. That is a little bit how I feel 
right now, but I thank him for the very 
kind introduction. Most of it was true. 

The idea of a maiden speech a year 
into your first term may seem a little 
odd, but I actually kind of like the 
idea. It gives me a year’s worth of op-
portunity to reflect, which creates 
greater clarity about the future and vi-
sion. 

The first thing I want to say to all of 
my colleagues here is thank you for 
being so welcoming—and I mean all of 
them. What they say about the Senate 
and the collegiality of it is very true. 
It is not just true. It is really impor-
tant, and it is something worth pre-
serving. 

I can honestly say that out of the 99 
that I have met, I love every one, indi-
vidually and collectively, and appre-
ciate all they have meant to me. 

Kris and I have been married for 33 
years. We have five children together, 
and I am going to talk about one in 
particular in a little bit. 

Our children range in ages from 12 to 
38, and that is too long of a story to ex-
plain, but we love and are proud of all 
of them. 

Our five grandchildren are a little 
closer in range. They range from 1 to 7, 
and we love every single one of them— 
Lyla, Beau, Nico, Chet, and Willa— 
with all the love any grandparent could 
come with and with all the love that 
God has for us. 

I think it is important for people to 
know I am a child of God and a fol-
lower of Jesus, and it informs every-
thing that I do, both at home and here 
and throughout life. 

I think it is important to know a lit-
tle bit about where you come from. I 
was raised by loving parents. My dad 
was a rural electric lineman who never 
once complained about going out in a 
storm to get the lights back on for the 
farmers of our area. My mother was an 
elder care giver when she wasn’t pump-
ing gas at the local Farmers Union sta-
tion. They did whatever they needed to 
do to help us kids and to provide for 
our family. We never felt like we need-
ed anything because we didn’t. We were 
loved, and we were well cared for and 
had great examples of culture and work 
ethic and values that are North Dako-
tan. 

I think it is important to understand 
where a person comes from, but I want 
to fast forward a little bit to this last 
year. I said I was going to talk a little 
bit about one of our sons. It was a 
tough campaign. A lot of people think 
that North Dakota is this bright red 
State and that everyone who runs 
there who is Republican wins. While 
that certainly has been the trend, I 
think it is sort of important for people 
to know that I am the first Republican 
in my lifetime to hold the seat that I 
hold right now for the people of North 
Dakota. In fact, the names of the pre-
vious Senators in this lineage are in 
this desk that I stand at. 

So it was a tough campaign. I got 
into the race late. I really didn’t aspire 
to be a Senator. I liked the House of 
Representatives and still do, but the 
call came and I answered it. 

But what made the year so tough— 
and, fortunately, it was shorter than 
most campaign years in the U.S. Sen-
ate—is that I got in late. So it was a 
short year, but in the middle of the 
campaign, in the early part of the cam-
paign, our 35-year-old son Isaac became 
very ill. He suffered from alcohol-in-
duced liver disease, and we spent a 
good month and a half in the middle of 
an already short campaign at his bed-
side in intensive care both in Bismarck 
and in Rochester at the Mayo Clinic. I 
say that because it was perhaps one of 
the hardest 6 or 7 weeks of my life, the 
deepest valley of my life, but it was 
also one of the most instructive and in-
forming. It was as informing as all 
those years in North Dakota in the 
State office helping Senator HOEVEN— 
then-Governor HOEVEN—build this dy-
namic economy. 

Those several weeks with my son 
probably prepared me as well for this 
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job as any. I got to see our healthcare 
industry up close. I got to know more 
about addiction and mental illness and 
how tragic it is and how devastating it 
can be and how consequential not deal-
ing with it actually is. It robs people of 
life. It is not just an inconvenience. So 
it was instructive in those senses, but 
more than that, I got to learn about 
our community. 

I heard from thousands of Americans 
who watched this very public tragedy 
play out in the public arena because of 
the very public job I was seeking, and 
my faith in mankind was enhanced. My 
faith in God was strengthened—learn-
ing that the sufficiency of His grace is 
more than adequate not just for salva-
tion but for life, and it makes every-
thing shall we say clearer for me 
today. 

Senator HOEVEN raised the subject of 
some of my committee assignments, 
and I wanted to speak to that for a 
minute because he is a very important 
part, as you can tell, of my public life 
and career. While I stand on the shoul-
ders of former Governor and former Ag-
riculture Secretary Ed Schafer—JOHN 
and I both served with him in economic 
development when JOHN was president 
of the bank in North Dakota—it was 
JOHN HOEVEN who gave me my first en-
tree into elected office at the Public 
Service Commission in North Dakota 
and worked with me. Then, of course, I 
had the opportunity to serve with him 
as he sat on the farm bill conference 
committee when I served in the House 
of Representatives. 

When I had that very first important 
meeting with Leader MCCONNELL to 
talk about what committees I wanted 
to be on in the Senate, realizing that I 
was coming from the House, where I 
only served on only one—I served on 
the Energy and Commerce Committee. 
It is an important committee, a big 
committee, but it was only one com-
mittee. Here, I would serve on three or 
four or, as it turns out, five. The first 
thing I did was look at Senator 
HOEVEN’s committee assignments, and 
I wanted to assess how I could com-
plement where he serves. He served on 
the Agriculture Committee and the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. It made sense to me, with my 
environmental and regulatory back-
ground, to serve on the Environment 
and Public Works Committee, where 
both agriculture and energy develop-
ment are greatly impacted. Whether it 
is environmental policy or land policy, 
regulations that I think serve as a bit 
of a taking of farmers’ land are every 
bit as important as the revenue they 
receive through safety net programs. 
So I sought and received that. 

With respect to the Banking Com-
mittee, JOHN talked a little bit about 
that and my role as an economic direc-
tor in the State of North Dakota. I 
have always liked macroeconomics, 
and it has intrigued me how financial 
and economic policy go together. But 
as interesting as the Federal Reserve is 
to me, and it is, and as important as 

the Export-Import Bank is to me, and 
it is, it is really the community bank— 
like the bank Senator HOEVEN comes 
from and whose family started and was 
building in North Dakota, the local 
credit unions, the farm lenders—that is 
what drives me more than anything in 
the Banking Committee. 

The Veterans’ Affairs Committee is a 
great committee, and it is something 
that I could never have imagined aspir-
ing to or being involved with. But I do 
know that JOHN and I love veterans. 
North Dakota is home to only 750,000 
people, but 52,000 of them are veterans. 
In North Dakota, patriots sign up at a 
rate four times the national average. 
So public service in the form of wear-
ing the military uniform is really big 
and really important in our part of the 
country. 

I had an opportunity for a number of 
years to chair the Rough Riders Honor 
Flight in North Dakota, where we 
raised the money and organized the 
trips for about 500 World War II vet-
erans to come see the memorial built 
in their honor. What a moving experi-
ence that was. 

Before servicemembers return from 
duty, of course, they serve, and that is 
why we should be working to give them 
the best resources we can, which is why 
today is an appropriate day for this 
maiden speech, because it is also a day 
we passed a very important National 
Defense Authorization Act to provide 
the tools and the things our military 
men and women need to be the domi-
nating force for good in the world. It is 
an honor to serve them. 

I am the very first member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
from North Dakota. I didn’t know that 
when I sought that committee assign-
ment to complement my Veterans’ Af-
fairs assignment, but I am honored to 
do it. The reason I sought that one is 
because again, going back, Senator 
HOEVEN is a defense appropriator. I 
thought, how can I best look out for 
North Dakota’s assets? And the Armed 
Services Committee seemed like the 
right place to be. 

I also believe that North Dakota’s as-
sets are perfectly positioned for the fu-
ture of warfighting. So I am very 
grateful today for the passage of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
and for the opportunity to serve on the 
Armed Services Committee. 

We have Air Force bases in both 
Minot and Grand Forks. Their histories 
are similar, but their new missions are 
very different. In Minot, we have two- 
thirds of the nuclear triad and the B–52 
bombers that carry those impressive 
bombs and, of course, the interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, which are 
being replaced now by the ground- 
based strategic deterrent. The mod-
ernization of our nuclear triad in this 
NDAA is very important to our State, 
and I am honored to have been a part 
of seeing it through to completion. 

We also have a very important space 
radar station in Cavalier—something 
very few people know about. Very few 

people in North Dakota are aware of 
that space station in Cavalier. Yet it is 
a very important asset. Now, as we 
launch this sixth service, the Space 
Force, again, we will see very impor-
tant opportunities for North Dakota. 

We also have an excellent National 
Guard—both Army and Air Force Na-
tional Guard—that does important 
work not just locally—and they do 
great work locally—but around the 
globe. Every Member here can attest to 
the power of their National Guard. Our 
ISR systems over in Fargo, flying the 
UABs—it is just remarkable, what they 
do and what they contribute to the na-
tional defense, our Air National Guard 
in Fargo, the 119th Wing, the Happy 
Hooligans. 

The Grand Forks Air Force Base—as 
I said, a base that was similar in its 
founding to Minot—is now a UAB base, 
a global hot base where they do impor-
tant ISR work. Again, in the future of 
warfighting, the importance of good in-
telligence is so critical, and the airmen 
in Grand Forks are second to none in 
carrying out that mission. 

Again, the strategic pick of my as-
signments was designed to complement 
Senator HOEVEN’s and serve the good 
people of North Dakota. 

I will spend a little bit of time talk-
ing about my service in the House of 
Representatives because it is the Peo-
ple’s House. I love the People’s House. 
Senator THUNE from South Dakota 
served in the House of Representatives, 
and he knows what it is like to be the 
only Member from an entire State. It 
has its opportunities and its chal-
lenges. 

I used to say to students who came to 
visit: If you want to know what Amer-
ica looks like, go to the House of Rep-
resentatives, sit upstairs, look down, 
and you will see 435 people who are just 
like 700,000 others—just like each one 
of them. 

The diversity of our country is per-
fectly demonstrated in the House. I ab-
solutely loved that, but I also knew 
how hard it was, because if I could get 
my colleagues from South Dakota, Wy-
oming, Montana, and Alaska to go 
along with me, I would have five votes. 
That is almost 10 percent of California. 
That is a lot of relationship building to 
get things done. Yet I love it. There are 
still things about the House that I 
watch and love. There are things lately 
I watch and I wonder, but there are a 
lot of things I love about the House. 
The Founders knew exactly what they 
were doing when they created it. 

To come here and be one of two, to be 
a Member of the U.S. Senate, which is 
the equalizer for our legislative Cham-
bers—our Founders really knew what 
they were doing. To have an oppor-
tunity to work with you all to provide 
a level playing field for the people of a 
smaller State has been truly, truly 
marvelous. 

I will not elaborate on my years as 
tourism director and economic devel-
opment director or even on the Public 
Service Commission because Senator 
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HOEVEN has done a good job on that. I 
would just say this: The thing that I 
learned more than anything on the 
Public Service Commission, even 
though—I carried the pipeline port-
folio; sited the original Keystone Pipe-
line; sited thousands of miles of trans-
mission lines, electric, gas, oil; carried 
the coal portfolio in reclamation; and 
worked with the Department of the In-
terior on those issues that are very im-
portant to our State. What I learned 
more from all of that than even big- 
time economics or engineering or en-
ergy security—as important as those 
lessons were over the 10 years I served, 
the thing I learned the most was how 
important the people are. In the wis-
dom of the Midwest, the laws required 
that whether you were raising some-
body’s utility rates, siting a pipeline or 
transmission lines, siting a refinery or 
a coal-fired powerplant or a wind farm, 
you had to hold a hearing in the com-
munity where the investment was tak-
ing place. In other words, you couldn’t 
hide behind the pillars of the State 
capitol; you had to go to them and 
make it easy for them to come to you. 

I learned from the people of the prai-
ries of North Dakota about not just life 
in general but how to site a pipeline. It 
was a farmer in Walsh County who said 
about the Keystone Pipeline at an open 
meeting: I don’t know much about lay-
ing pipelines, but personally, I would 
try to avoid that quarry you are going 
through. 

So some very high-paid engineers 
moved the pipeline away from the 
rocks and into better soil. 

It was the mayor of Park River who 
came to a committee meeting and said 
to me: I don’t know much about pipe-
lines, but you are going right through 
the aquifer that serves the municipal 
water supply of my community. I think 
it would be better to move it. 

So I paid engineers to move it away 
from the aquifer. 

Through the collective wisdom of the 
people of North Dakota and the indi-
vidual wisdom of many of the individ-
uals of North Dakota, I learned that 
was something not to be taken for 
granted or wasted, which is why, in my 
service in the House and here in the 
Senate, I spend so much time holding 
townhalls of all types—so I wouldn’t 
rob myself of the value and the benefit 
of the collective wisdom of the people I 
serve. 

I am so grateful to Senator HOEVEN. 
He is a skilled and accomplished lead-
er. He works tirelessly—you all know 
that—on behalf of the people of North 
Dakota. He is relentless in his pursuit 
of things for North Dakota. He has 
been a great friend and mentor. I am 
thankful for his partnership and his 
willingness to work with me in the fu-
ture, as he did when I was on the Pub-
lic Service Commission. 

As we go forward, I do have a couple 
of thoughts about some challenges. As 
I talked about this accessibility issue, 
this opportunity we have particularly 
in small States to know the people we 

work for really well and for them to 
have the opportunity to know us really 
well and to collect their wisdom, I fear 
a little bit that the lessons learned 
from being so close to the people are 
lost in this town—not so much by 
Members of Congress, but I am a fer-
vent advocate of the administration 
and their officials getting out to our 
small towns and into the towns of 
North Dakota and other towns 
throughout our country. 

It is an area where I think the Trump 
administration has excelled beyond 
anybody. In fact, I believe this Presi-
dent to be the most accessible Presi-
dent probably since Abraham Lincoln, 
who used to hold office hours right in 
the White House, where people could 
come in off the street and have an au-
dience with him. And I am not just 
talking about rallies. I am talking 
about a President who visits the State 
to speak with leaders at roundtables 
and a Vice President who comes to our 
military installations to meet with the 
airmen. 

We have an Agriculture Secretary 
who has been to North Dakota—what, 
three or four times, JOHN?—not just to 
talk to the very important leaders of 
the Farm Bureau and the farmers 
union and the commodity groups, but I 
am talking about the farmers who get 
their fingers dirty. We have a Com-
merce Secretary who, in the middle of 
negotiating with China, came to North 
Dakota to talk to those farmers about 
the impact of tariffs on their markets; 
a Veterans Affairs Secretary who stud-
ies the alternative treatments being 
advanced and made available in Fargo; 
an EPA Administrator who lets North 
Dakotans continue to lead the way on 
promoting good waters of the United 
States policy; an Air Force Secretary 
who understands air capabilities be-
cause she has seen them firsthand; an 
Interior Secretary who came to listen 
to the concerns of farmers and actually 
changed the direction of certain regu-
lations as a result of farmers pointing 
out how their personal property rights 
were being stolen by the Federal Gov-
ernment; and a NASA Administrator 
who observed the first ever university 
space program at the University of 
North Dakota. 

The list goes on and on, and I will 
spare you from it, but I think it is an 
important lesson and testament to how 
good this country can be and how much 
better it can be if we listen to the peo-
ple in the heartland. All of this is why, 
in addition to bringing people of influ-
ence to my State so hopefully they can 
be influenced by it, I am concerned 
about the sheer magnitude of our bu-
reaucracy. 

This week, we are going to hopefully 
pass a $1.5 trillion discretionary budget 
or appropriations, but I worry about 
the people who are going to manage 
that $1.5 trillion being so out of touch 
with real, everyday Americans. 

You can call it whatever you want. 
Some people call it the deep-state, out- 
of-control bureaucracy, misguided but 

well-intentioned public servants, 
power-hungry civil employees, what-
ever you call it. I call it unelected bu-
reaucracy that has codified corruption 
in many cases. They turned their own 
interpretation of guidelines into infal-
lible laws, placing the creation and im-
plementation of their policies and 
processes above the needs of the Amer-
ican people whom we serve and the 
elected leaders that send them there. 

I had experienced it many times in 
the 6 years I had been in the House, but 
I experienced it multiple more times in 
the Senate. Whether this comes from a 
place of self-preservation or self-impor-
tance, I believe it has to come to an 
end. 

A defining part of my tenure since 
the day I arrived until the day I leave 
will be to take on a bureaucracy that I 
believe has run rampant. There are sev-
eral Cabinet officials and agencies that 
can attest to that statement already. 

I am not unreasonable about it, I 
don’t think. I don’t intend to be, but, 
Madam President, I am passionate 
about it. As I have made clear, I do not 
believe in the abolition of government. 
But I do think government needs to be 
more responsive to the people that pay 
for it. We ought to be giving the people 
a government that is worth their in-
vestment. 

I aim as my highest goal at the high-
est level to return the focus of the Fed-
eral Government back to the people. I 
have listened to so many well-inten-
tioned bureaucrats explain their proc-
ess, explain their system, explain their 
traditions and rarely do they talk 
about a human being on the other end 
of all of that, so I am committed to 
doing what is best for the people of this 
country with a very keen focus on the 
750,000 North Dakotans whom I com-
mitted my life to serving. Their indi-
vidual and collective wisdom, along 
with their values, as old-fashioned as 
they may seem to some, is our con-
tribution to a great nation. They would 
want me to say to all of you, Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

would just like to say how much I ap-
preciate Senator CRAMER, the working 
relationship that we have, not just 
here but a working relationship that 
goes back many, many years. As you 
can tell, he speaks very well, but what 
comes through is not only his commit-
ment to his family and his faith, but 
his commitment to the people of North 
Dakota and his commitment to the 
people of this country. 

It doesn’t matter what issue he is 
working on. He takes the time to listen 
to everybody, and he is always willing 
to explain where he is coming from and 
why he comes to the conclusion he 
does. But there is no question, he loves 
his faith; he loves his family; he loves 
his State; and he loves this country. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
I yield the floor. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
f 

REMEMBERING BRIGADIER GEN-
ERAL JAMES KEMP MCLAUGHLIN 

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor the legacy of a 
member of our greatest generation, the 
founder and first commander of the 
West Virginia Air National Guard, a 
World War II veteran, an American 
hero, and a friend of both of ours, re-
tired Brig. Gen. James Kemp 
McLaughlin. 

He was born on December 7, 1918, in 
Braxton County, to James and Almira 
McLaughlin. Kemp was a staunch lead-
er with unparalleled patriotism, and 
his devotion to God, State, and country 
was unmatched. Gayle and I were hon-
ored to call him a friend, and I know I 
join so many when I say that West Vir-
ginia has lost a shining star. He is 
dearly missed. 

Ever since the historic beginning of 
our State, we have never failed to an-
swer our country’s call. No demand has 
been too great, no danger too daunting, 
and no trial too threatening. Kemp 
took part in some of the most impor-
tant battles of World War II. Following 
his education at West Virginia Univer-
sity, Kemp joined the U.S. Air Corps at 
age 23, shortly before the attacks on 
Pearl Harbor, the day of his birthday. 

He flew nearly 40 B–17 Flying For-
tress bomber missions during the war, 
including support for the troops on the 
beaches of Normandy in 1944. In 1934, 
Kemp led a 350-plane attack on a fac-
tory in Germany, a raid that became 
known as Black Thursday. On too 
many occasions, Kent’s planes would 
be so damaged that it was a miracle he 
made it back safe. 

His actions were instrumental in not 
only destroying Nazi efforts, but as one 
of the ‘‘Mighty’’ 8th Air Force in Eu-
rope, he was also instrumental in de-
veloping what is known as air superi-
ority, a vital factor in deciding the 
outcome of a modern conventional war. 
He paved the way for all citizen airmen 
who strive to follow in his footsteps. 

Kemp completed 39 combat missions 
during World War II and was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross four 
times. His vast experience aided him 
years later when he was asked to lead 
the Air National Guard’s 167th Fighter 
Squadron in Charleston, WV. When 
that squadron moved to Martinsburg, 
Charleston’s Guard unit became the 
130th Airlift Wing. 

Throughout the rest of his extraor-
dinary life, Kemp continued to pay 
homage to his fallen comrades and 
serve his community. He served as 
Kanawha County commissioner and as 
a member of the West Virginia House 
of Delegates. He is a legend here in 
West Virginia and was one of the most 
selfless people that I have ever had the 
pleasure of calling a dear friend. 

As Governor, my most honored titled 
was that of commander-in-chief of the 
Guard. I have seen firsthand how the 

Air National Guard protects the citi-
zens of West Virginia when we are in 
our most desperate hour of need and 
how they protect our country when 
called upon to serve at the command of 
the President of the United States. The 
integrity of our Guard is due in large 
part to Kemp’s legacy of excellence and 
his commitment to seeing our Guard 
and our home State flourish. 

When visitors come to West Virginia, 
I jump at the chance to tell them we 
are home to the most hard-working 
and patriotic people in the Nation. We 
have fought in more wars, shed more 
blood, and lost more lives for the cause 
of freedom than most any other State. 
We have always done the heavy lifting 
and never complained. 

We have mined the coal and forged 
the steel that built the guns, ships, and 
factories that have protected and con-
tinue to protect our country to this 
day. I am so deeply proud of what West 
Virginians like Kemp have accom-
plished and what they will continue to 
accomplish to protect the freedoms we 
hold dear. We have every reason to be 
proud and to stand tall knowing that 
West Virginia is the reason Americans 
sleep peacefully at night. 

Kemp is survived by his children, 
Laura, Mary, and Kemp, Jr., and their 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
I know he and Constance, his lovely 
wife of nearly 50 years, are looking 
down on each of you and all of us with 
a smile. 

West Virginia is great because our 
people are great—Mountaineers who 
will always be free. We are tough, inde-
pendent, inventive, and honest, our 
character shaped by the wilderness of 
our State—its rushing streams, its 
boundless blue skies, its divine forests, 
and its majestic mountains. We are 
West Virginians. Like the brave, loyal 
patriots who made our State the 35th 
star on Old Glory, our love of God and 
country and family and State is 
unshakeable. 

I know that 20, 50, or another 156 
years from now, that will always re-
main the same. That legacy laid the 
groundwork for heroes like Kemp 
McLaughlin, and now, he serves as an 
inspiration to all who wish to follow in 
his footsteps and live a life filled with 
patriotism, service, faith, and family. 

There are so few of our American he-
roes left from Kemp’s generation. It is 
our responsibility and privilege to en-
sure that their service and sacrifice is 
never forgotten. The sun will never set 
on Kemp’s legacy of service, his gen-
erosity, his love for his family, and his 
devotion to God, our home State, and 
our beautiful country. 

I know with the condolences of my-
self and you, Madam President, that we 
will always remember and keep Kemp 
in our prayers. 

Thank you, and God bless. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Colorado. 

HONORING MASTER TROOPER WIL-
LIAM MODEN, CORPORAL DANIEL 
GROVES, SERGEANT JOSHUA 
VOTH, KEN JONES, TRAVIS 
DAVIS, AND TROY JACKSON 
Mr. GARDNER. Madam President, I 

rise to give thanks to the brave men 
and women of law enforcement in Colo-
rado and across the country. Every hol-
iday season, I am reminded of the sac-
rifice that these brave officers make in 
order to make sure that everybody’s 
holiday season is enjoyed safely and 
that every day is enjoyed safely and se-
curely. 

Across the United States this year, 
115 law enforcement officers have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice in the line of 
duty. In Colorado, we honor those who 
lost their lives this year. Master 
Trooper William Moden was killed ear-
lier this year when he was struck by a 
vehicle as he was investigating a crash. 
He served the Colorado State Patrol for 
12 years. Corporal Daniel Groves was 
also killed by a passing vehicle while 
assisting another driver during the 
blizzard last winter. Corporal Groves 
also served the Colorado State Patrol 
for 12 years. 

Unfortunately, I also come to the 
floor to honor three other brave men 
and women—you can see them here— 
who have given their lives just this 
past month. Sergeant Joshua Voth 
served the Colorado Department of 
Corrections and was stationed at the 
Canyon City Correction Facility. He 
was killed this month when an issue 
with the boiler caused an explosion. 
Sergeant Voth was 28 years old and 
leaves behind his wife and three chil-
dren. He served at the Canyon City fa-
cility for 3 years and helped teach in-
mates valuable skills to help smooth 
the plan to rehabilitation. 

We also lost other beloved members 
of our first responder community. They 
need to be remembered and honored as 
well. Ken Jones, a member of the Sum-
mit Fire and EMS, was killed on De-
cember 7 while responding to a fire at 
Copper Mountain. Ken served in that 
department for 20 years and was known 
by his colleagues as ‘‘a firefighter’s 
firefighter.’’ Travis Davis, the deputy 
chief of operations for Summit Fire 
and EMS, remembers him as an ‘‘Oak’’ 
and said everyone in the organization 
learned something in Ken’s steady and 
calm demeanor. We thank Ken and his 
family for two decades of service and 
send our sincerest thoughts to all those 
who knew him. 

I also would like to recognize Troy 
Jackson, a former assistant chief of op-
erations for the South Metro Fire Res-
cue, who passed away just yesterday 
morning after a battle of what is be-
lieved to be job-related cancer. Chief 
Jackson was first hired in 1990 and 
served nearly three decades before 
stepping away in 2016 due to his health. 
He was open about his battle with can-
cer, in hopes that he could teach other 
firefighters how to avoid these risks. 

We thank Chief Jackson for his serv-
ice and send our thoughts and prayers 
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