
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6992 December 11, 2019 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee. 
1. Self: None. 
2. Spouse: None. 
3. Children and Spouses: None. 
4. Parents: None. 
5. Grandparents: None. 
6. Brothers and Spouses: None. 
7. Sisters and Spouses: None. 

Stephen E. Biegun, of Michigan, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of State. 

By Mr. LEE for Mr. INHOFE for the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Douglas M. 
Gabram, to be Lieutenant General. 

Mr. LEE for Mr. INHOFE. Mr. Presi-
dent, for the Committee on Armed 
Services I report favorably the fol-
lowing nomination lists which were 
printed in the RECORDS on the dates in-
dicated, and ask unanimous consent, to 
save the expense of reprinting on the 
Executive Calendar that these nomina-
tions lie at the Secretary’s desk for the 
information of Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Anna M. Adkins and ending with Mary E. 
Zander, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 19, 2019. 

Army nomination of Zachary B. Ciccolo, to 
be Major. 

Army nomination of Andrew J. Oliver, to 
be Major. 

Army nomination of Marjorie A. Kuipers, 
to be Major. 

Army nomination of Yuandre G. Dieujuste, 
to be Major. 

Army nomination of Thomas E. Axtell, to 
be Lieutenant Colonel. 

Army nomination of D014331, to be Major. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. 3015. A bill to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to limit the number of local 
wage areas allowable within a General 
Schedule pay locality; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mrs. FISCHER: 
S. 3016. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 

Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ensure that con-
sumers can make informed decisions in 
choosing between meat products such as beef 
and imitation meat products, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. COTTON): 

S. 3017. A bill to increase transparency and 
accountability with respect to World Bank 
lending for the People’s Republic of China, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, and Mr. COTTON): 

S. 3018. A bill to require the United States 
Executive Director of the International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
to oppose assistance by the Bank for any 
country that exceeds the graduation thresh-
old of the Bank and is of concern with re-
spect to religious freedom; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 3019. A bill to protect access to water for 
all Montanans, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, and Mr. DAINES): 

S. 3020. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to enter into contracts with 
States or to award grants to States to pro-
mote health and wellness, prevent suicide, 
and improve outreach to veterans, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 3021. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 

Drug, and Cosmetic Act to require the label 
of a drug that is intended for human use and 
contains an ingredient that is derived di-
rectly or indirectly from a gluten-containing 
grain to identify each such ingredient, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. MCSALLY (for herself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. 3022. A bill to establish a pilot program 
waiving the Form I–94 document issuance re-
quirement for certain Mexican nationals; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. COONS, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. BENNET, and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 3023. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize the Director of the 
National Institutes of Health to make 
awards to outstanding scientists, including 
physician-scientists, to support researchers 
focusing on pediatric research, including 
basic, clinical, translational, or pediatric 
pharmacological research, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 3024. A bill to require the Administrator 

of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration to respond to peti-
tions for regulatory action within 18 months; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 3025. A bill to establish innovation 
grants under the John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Program for Successful Transition to Adult-
hood to improve adulthood outcomes for 
youth aging out of foster care, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
WICKER): 

S. 3026. A bill to promote international ef-
forts in combating corruption, kleptocracy, 
and illicit finance by foreign officials and 
other foreign persons, including through a 
new anti-corruption action fund, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
BLUNT): 

S. 3027. A bill to amend part B of title IV 
of the Social Security Act to require States 
to review child fatalities from maltreat-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. 3028. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to strengthen Federal- 
State partnerships in postsecondary edu-
cation; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 133 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 133, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the United States merchant mari-
ners of World War II, in recognition of 
their dedicated and vital service during 
World War II. 

S. 177 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 177, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the 
Small Business Act to expand the 
availability of employee stock owner-
ship plans in S corporations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 178 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
178, a bill to condemn gross human 
rights violations of ethnic Turkic Mus-
lims in Xinjiang, and calling for an end 
to arbitrary detention, torture, and 
harassment of these communities in-
side and outside China. 

S. 215 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
215, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the estate 
and generation-skipping transfer taxes, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 430 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 430, a bill to extend the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000. 

S. 634 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
SASSE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
634, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish tax cred-
its to encourage individual and cor-
porate taxpayers to contribute to 
scholarships for students through eligi-
ble scholarship-granting organizations 
and eligible workforce training organi-
zations, and for other purposes. 

S. 696 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 696, a bill to designate 
the same individual serving as the 
Chief Nurse Officer of the Public 
Health Service as the National Nurse 
for Public Health. 

S. 815 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
815, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a refundable 
tax credit against income tax for the 
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purchase of qualified access technology 
for the blind. 

S. 1081 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1081, a bill to amend title 54, United 
States Code, to provide permanent, 
dedicated funding for the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1130 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1130, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to improve the 
health of children and help better un-
derstand and enhance awareness about 
unexpected sudden death in early life. 

S. 1657 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1657, a bill to provide assistance 
to combat the escalating burden of 
Lyme disease and other tick and vec-
tor-borne diseases and disorders. 

S. 1660 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1660, a bill to provide greater sup-
port for grandfamilies and older care-
taker relatives. 

S. 1703 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from Ha-
waii (Ms. HIRONO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1703, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
form the low-income housing credit, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1710 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1710, a bill to prohibit funds made 
available under the airport improve-
ment program from being provided to 
entities that have violated the intellec-
tual property rights of United States 
entities and therefore pose a threat to 
national security, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1757 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1757, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the United 
States Army Rangers Veterans of 
World War II in recognition of their ex-
traordinary service during World War 
II. 

S. 1841 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1841, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the publicly 
traded partnership ownership structure 
to energy power generation projects 
and transportation fuels, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2054 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2054, a bill to posthumously award 
the Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to Glen Doherty, Tyrone Woods, 
J. Christopher Stevens, and Sean 
Smith, in recognition of their contribu-
tions to the Nation. 

S. 2085 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2085, a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Education to award grants to eligi-
ble entities to carry out educational 
programs about the Holocaust, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2108 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2108, a bill to amend section 
6903 of title 31, United States Code, to 
provide for additional population tiers, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2179 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2179, a bill to amend the 
Older Americans Act of 1965 to provide 
social service agencies with the re-
sources to provide services to meet the 
urgent needs of Holocaust survivors to 
age in place with dignity, comfort, se-
curity, and quality of life. 

S. 2203 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Sen-
ator from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2203, a bill to 
extend the transfer of Electronic Trav-
el Authorization System fees from the 
Travel Promotion Fund to the Corpora-
tion for Travel Promotion (Brand USA) 
through fiscal year 2027, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2322 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2322, a bill to amend the 
Animal Welfare Act to allow for the re-
tirement of certain animals used in 
Federal research. 

S. 2570 
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2570, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to Greg 
LeMond in recognition of his service to 
the United States as an athlete, activ-
ist, role model, and community leader. 

S. 2638 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Michigan 

(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2638, a bill to amend title 49, 
United State Code, to require small 
hub airports to construct areas for 
nursing mothers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2680 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2680, a bill to impose sanctions 
with respect to foreign support for Pal-
estinian terrorism, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2683 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. JONES) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2683, a bill to establish a 
task force to assist States in imple-
menting hiring requirements for child 
care staff members to improve child 
safety. 

S. 2715 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2715, a bill to develop and implement 
policies to advance early childhood de-
velopment, to provide assistance for or-
phans and other vulnerable children in 
developing countries, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2741 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2741, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to expand access to telehealth 
services, and for other purposes. 

S. 2786 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2786, a bill to establish a Fed-
eral advisory committee to provide 
policy recommendations to the Sec-
retary of Transportation on posi-
tioning the United States to take ad-
vantage of emerging opportunities for 
Arctic maritime transportation. 

S. 2788 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2788, a bill to amend the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977 to transfer certain funds to the 
1974 United Mine Workers of America 
Pension Plan, and for other purposes. 

S. 2797 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2797, a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to require the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to pa-
role into the United States certain rel-
atives of current and former members 
of the Armed Forces, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2815 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
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(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2815, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the Na-
tional Purple Heart Honor Mission. 

S. 2833 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2833, a bill to amend the Truth 
in Lending Act to extend the consumer 
credit protections provided to members 
of the Armed Forces and their depend-
ents under title 10, United States Code, 
to all consumers. 

S. 2881 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) and the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2881, a bill to require the 
Federal Communications Commission 
to make not less than 280 megahertz of 
spectrum available for terrestrial use, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2898 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2898, a bill to amend title 5, 
United States Code, to provide for a 
full annuity supplement for certain air 
traffic controllers. 

S. 2909 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2909, a bill to extend the authority of 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration to enter into leases of 
non-excess property of the Administra-
tion. 

S. 2974 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2974, a bill to require the Postmaster 
General to establish a comprehensive 
organizational strategy to combat the 
use of the mail in the distribution of il-
licit drugs. 

S. 2994 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the names of the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) and 
the Senator from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2994, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to require information re-
porting with respect to the qualified 
opportunity zone tax incentives en-
acted by the 2017 tax reform legisla-
tion, to require public reports related 
to such tax incentives, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3002 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3002, a bill to amend the Trade Facili-
tation and Trade Enforcement Act of 
2015 to increase amounts transferred to 
the Trade Enforcement Trust Fund and 
to require the use of certain amounts 
in the fund to implement labor obliga-
tions in a free trade agreement with 
Mexico, and for other purposes. 

S. 3004 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3004, a bill to protect human 
rights and enhance opportunities for 
LGBTI people around the world, and 
for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 9 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 9, a concurrent reso-
lution expressing the sense of Congress 
that tax-exempt fraternal benefit soci-
eties have historically provided and 
continue to provide critical benefits to 
the people and communities of the 
United States. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

By Mr. REED (for himself and 
Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 3028. A bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to strengthen 
Federal-State partnerships in postsec-
ondary education; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today, 
most jobs require some kind of postsec-
ondary credential, whether a certifi-
cate. an associate’s or bachelor’s de-
gree. an advanced or professional de-
gree, or an apprenticeship. Moreover. 
the workplace is changing with auto-
mation, artificial intelligence, and the 
so-called gig economy transforming 
the nature of work. Yet, postsecondary 
education seems increasingly risky or 
out of reach for too many Americans. 
That is why I am proud to be intro-
ducing the bipartisan Partnerships for 
Affordability and Student Success 
(PASS) Act with my colleague, Senator 
COLLINS. 

At a time when we need to equip peo-
ple with the foundational skills and 
knowledge they need to succeed in this 
changing environment, we see college 
costs and student loan debt soaring. We 
see too many students who start post-
secondary education unable to finish, 
leaving them in debt but without a de-
gree or postsecondary credential. As a 
result, we see public confidence in our 
system of higher education declining. 
According to a recent Pew Research 
Center survey, 61 percent of Americans 
say that our system of higher edu-
cation is headed in the wrong direc-
tion. 

The federal government cannot solve 
this crisis on its own. States are crit-
ical partners in making college acces-
sible. affordable, and accountable. 
However, state funding for higher edu-
cation is lower today than it was be-
fore the onset of the Great Recession. 
According to the latest State Higher 
Education Finance report published by 
the State Higher Education Executive 
Officers. public colleges and univer-
sities have become more reliant on tui-
tion dollars for their operations. In 
2008, 35.8 percent of general operating 

costs were supported by tuition pay-
ments. In 2018, that percentage in-
creased to 46.6 percent. Today, in 27 
states, tuition accounts for more than 
half of all higher education revenue. 
Moreover, the only federal-state part-
nership program for need-based finan-
cial aid—the Leveraging Educational 
Assistance Partnership (LEAP) pro-
gram—has not received appropriations 
since Fiscal Year 2010. 

It is time to renew the federal-state 
partnership for higher education, first 
enacted in 1972 on a bipartisan basis. 
The PASS Act will revitalize the fed-
eral-state partnership through a for-
mula grant to states with a focus on 
need-based aid, grants to institutions 
to improve student outcomes and re-
duce college costs, and public account-
ability. 

In exchange for this new federal in-
vestment, states must make a commit-
ment to maintain their investment in 
higher education and have a com-
prehensive plan for higher education 
with measurable goals for access, af-
fordability, and student outcomes. At 
least half of the funding must be dedi-
cated to need-based student financial 
aid. States also have the option of 
awarding grants to colleges and univer-
sities or partnerships between institu-
tions of higher education and non-prof-
it organizations to improve student 
outcomes, including enrollment, com-
pletion, and employment. and to de-
velop innovative methods for reducing 
college costs. I am pleased to have the 
support of the National Association of 
State Student Grant and Aid Pro-
grams, the Center for Law and Social 
Policy, the Institute for Higher Edu-
cation Policy, the Association of Com-
munity College Trustees, and the Na-
tional Skills Coalition. 

This generation is facing a crisis in 
college affordability and student loan 
debt. With the PASS Act, we are pro-
viding the resources and incentives for 
states to take more responsibility to 
address college affordability and stu-
dent loan debt and improve student 
outcomes. I urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor this legislation and look for-
ward to working with them to include 
these and other key reforms in the up-
coming reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have 7 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, December 
11, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 
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