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Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, Richard
Burr, Pat Roberts, John Cornyn, John
Hoeven, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Roger F.
Wicker, James Lankford, John Booz-
man, James E. Risch, John Barrasso,
John Thune, Roy Blunt, Lamar Alex-
ander, Mike Braun, Shelley Moore Cap-
ito.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Stephen Hahn, of Texas, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON),
and the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
PAUL).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 74,
nays 19, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 393 Ex.]

YEAS—T74

Alexander Feinstein Portman
Baldwin Fischer Risch
Barrasso Gardner Roberts
Blackburn Graham Romney
Blunt Grassley Rosen
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Brown Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe
Cal:dir{ Johnson Sggzz g(l;))
Carper Jor}es Shaheen
Casey Kaine Shelb

: v
Cassidy Kennedy Sinema
Collins King .
Coons Lankford Sullivan
Cornyn Lee Tester
Cortez Masto Manchin Thune
Cotton McConnell Tillis
Cramer McSally Toomey
Crapo Menendez Van Hollen
Cruz Moran Warner
Daines Murkowski Whitehouse
Durbin Murphy Wicker
Enzi Perdue Wyden
Ernst Peters Young

NAYS—19
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Cantwell Klobuchar Schumer
Duckworth Leahy Smith
Gillibrand Markey Stabenow
Harris Merkley Udall
Hassan Murray
Heinrich Reed
NOT VOTING—T7

Bennet Isakson Warren
Booker Paul
Burr Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 74, the nays are 19.

The motion is agreed to.

There is 2 minutes of debate on both
sides before the next vote.

The Senator from Delaware.

NOMINATION OF AURELIA SKIPWITH

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I take

no joy today in rising to urge my col-
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leagues to join me in voting no on the
cloture of the nomination of Aurelia
Skipwith to serve as Director of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

To my disappointment and dismay,
Ms. Skipwith has not provided infor-
mation pertaining to her activities at
the Interior Department that was re-
quested by Senate Democrats during
her nomination process. Despite my re-
peated requests for this information
since August—requests made twice in
writing and twice in person during her
nomination process—Ms. Skipwith has
refused to produce information that is
routinely provided by other nominees.
She even suggested—get this—that I
file a Freedom of Information Act re-
quest for the basic information I seek.
I wWorry, once confirmed, Ms.
Skipwith’s forthrightness will only
worsen, which will severely impair our
ability to conduct meaningful over-
sight over the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

Ms. Skipwith’s lack of candor has
elevated questions that already existed
about her qualifications, her commit-
ment to environmental conservation,
and whether she can ethically lead the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. I be-
lieve it is irresponsible to confirm a
nominee given these serious out-
standing issues. I urge my colleagues
to join me in voting no on cloture.

I thank the Presiding Officer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, the
Senate is considering the nomination
of Aurelia Skipwith to be Director of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The agency needs Senate-confirmed
leadership in place, and Ms. Skipwith
is well qualified to serve as the Direc-
tor. She has a degree in biology from
Howard University, a degree in molec-
ular genetics from Purdue University,
and a law degree from the University of
Kentucky. For almost 3 years, Ms.
Skipwith has served as the Department
of the Interior’s Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

At her nomination hearing, Ms.
Skipwith was introduced by Demo-
cratic Congressman WILLIAM LACY
CLAY, of Missouri. He said Ms.
Skipwith was ‘“‘one of the most tal-
ented, hardest working and driven per-
sons that I have ever known.”

I encourage every Senator to support
her nomination.

I yield the floor.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Aurelia Skipwith, of Indiana, to be
Director of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service.
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Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, Richard
Burr, Pat Roberts, John Cornyn, John
Hoeven, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Roger F.
Wicker, Marco Rubio, John Boozman,
James E. Risch, John Barrasso, John
Thune, Roy Blunt, Lamar Alexander,
Mike Braun, Shelley Moore Capito.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Aurelia Skipwith, of Indiana, to be
Director of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON),
and the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
PAUL).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. Booker),
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. Sand-
ers), and the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. Warren) are necessarily ab-
sent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 394 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Inhofe Sasse
Cassidy Johnson Scott (FL)
Collins Jones Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford R
Cramer Lee Slnema
Crapo Manchin Sullivan
Cruz McConnell Thune
Daines McSally Tillis
Enzi Moran Toomey
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Perdue Young
NAYS—41

Baldwin Harris Reed
Bennet Hassan Rosen
Blumenthal Heinrich Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Smith
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Leahy "
Coons Markey 53“81

all
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden

NOT VOTING—6

Booker Isakson Sanders
Burr Paul Warren

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 53 and the nays are
41.

The motion is agreed to.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The
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The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Aurelia Skipwith, of Indiana,
to be Director of the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, the Senate will
vote on the confirmation of the
Skipwith and Sullivan nominations at
11:45 a.m. tomorrow, as well as the con-
firmation of the Hahn nomination at
1:45 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Duly
noted.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that if any of
the nominations listed are confirmed,
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table and
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY ISAKSON

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise
today with my colleagues to honor my
friend, the senior Senator from Geor-
gia. At the end of this year, Senator
ISAKSON will retire after 20 years of
service to the people of Georgia in
Washington.

After protecting our Nation in the
Georgia Air National Guard, grad-
uating from the University of Georgia,
and serving as a representative in his
State legislature, the door opened for a
son from Atlanta to run for Congress.
Georgia saw in him then what we see in
him now: a principled leader, a skillful
communicator, and a man worth trust-
ing. It is no surprise that the people of
Georgia have renewed their trust in
him time and time again. And I know
I speak for my colleagues when I say
that we are grateful they did.

After six years representing Geor-
gia’s Sixth Congressional District, the
Senate gained a true statesman when
he entered in 2005. When I was pre-
paring for these remarks, I came across
one of his Senate reelection speeches. I
thought it was particularly revealing
to his character and how he carries
himself in the Senate. He told the
crowd that was cheering him on:

I promise you I am ready . . . I am ready
to tackle whatever problem life brings to us
as Americans.

With my feet rooted in conservative prin-
ciples, my belief in God the Father Al-
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mighty, and my belief in the people of Geor-
gia.

Mr. President, that is who Senator
ISAKSON is.

No matter the obstacles that came
his way, he has always been a steady
hand—strengthened by his enduring
faith and deep respect for his constitu-
ents. One of those mountains to climb
was working on behalf of our veterans
to improve conditions at the VA and
end the backlog that was building for
yvears. Under his leadership on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, I was proud
to work with him to pass the CHIP-In
for Vets Act into law in 2016. The bill
allows local communities to take the
lead on new projects by permitting the
VA to accept private contributions to
ensure VA projects are finished both on
time and on budget. His support of this
bill meant that Nebraskans have the
opportunity to save millions of dollars
when constructing the new Omaha VA
Ambulatory Clinic. A GAO report indi-
cates that our new facility is now $34
million under budget and 4% months
ahead of schedule. I know generations
of Nebraskans will be grateful for his
help in getting this bill across the fin-
ish line.

On a more personal note, one of my
fondest memories of JOHNNY was our
trip to Normandy, France, this year to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of
D-Day. As a veteran himself, everyone
in this body understood the abounding
respect and gratitude he carried for our
Nation’s servicemembers as he led the
delegation—the same respect and grati-
tude he shows to our veterans everyday
as he leads the Senate in providing re-
sources to meet our veterans’ needs.

Mr. President, I think if there is any
moment that foreshadowed JOHNNY’s
service to Georgia and our Nation, it
was his speech immediately after being
sworn in to the House of Representa-
tives. He turned to his new colleagues
and said, ‘I hope, in years to come, I'll
be a respected friend, and one who
joined with you to make a difference in
the United States of America.” What a
respected friend he has become. What a
difference he has made. It has been a
honorable journey, and it ends with us
confirming that the legacy he has
worked hard to achieve from the very
beginning has now come true in the
end.

JOHNNY, you are a great leader, a
careful listener, and a gifted legislator.
It has been a privilege to work with
you and call you friend. You have
served the State of Georgia and our
country well. I wish you and Diane all
the best on this next chapter in your
lives. Godspeed.

———

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MAJOR
DEREK GONDEK

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, today I
rise to pay tribute to SGM Derek
Gondek for his exemplary dedication to
duty and service as an Army congres-
sional fellow and congressional budget
liaison for the Assistant Secretary of
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the Army, Financial Management and
Comptroller. Sergeant Major Gondek is
retiring after 27 years of dedicated
service to his country and the U.S.
Army.

A native of Lewiston, ME, Sergeant
Major Gondek enlisted as an infantry
soldier in July 1992, attending infantry
one station wunit training at Fort
Benning, GA.

Sergeant Major Gondek has served in
a broad range of assignments during
his Army career at all levels of com-
mand. Starting as a rifleman with the
509th Parachute Infantry Regiment at
Fort Polk, LA, Sergeant Major Gondek
led soldiers as a team leader, platoon
sergeant, first sergeant, and operations
sergeant major across the Army. His
highest level of leadership was as a bat-
talion command sergeant major of the
2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment,
26th Infantry Division at Schofield
Barracks, HI. He has also instructed at
the Army’s Jumpmaster School and
provided coaching to rotational units
at the Army’s Joint Multinational
Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Ger-
many. Sergeant Major Gondek has
served forward deployed to both Iraq
and Afghanistan.

In 2017, Sergeant Major Gondek
began his tenure with the U.S. Senate,
first as a Defense fellow and next in his
subsequent assignment as a congres-
sional budget liaison for the TU.S.
Army. Sergeant Major Gondek worked
tirelessly with Members of Congress
and their staffs to accurately articu-
late the Army’s budget positions to the
Appropriations Committees. His profes-
sionalism, diligence, and commitment
to the mission are unmatched, and his
work both as a fellow and as a liaison
very effectively represented the U.S.
Army and the Department of Defense
to the U.S. Congress.

The foundation of Derek’s military
success is his family. He is a devoted
husband to his wife Maura and com-
mitted father to his daughters, Winnie,
Ellie, and Zoey. Maura, Winne, Ellie
and Zoey provide the foundation for
Derek’s service. Their attitude of serv-
ice, sacrifice, and care for others per-
meates every organization and activity
they participate in. The Gondek family
is truly an example of servant leader-
ship in the Army and the communities
they engage.

Throughout his career, Sergeant
Major Gondek has positively impacted
soldiers, peers, and superiors. Our
country has benefited tremendously
from his extraordinary leadership,
judgment, and passion. I join my col-
leagues today in honoring his dedica-
tion to our Nation and invaluable serv-
ice to the U.S. Congress as an Army
congressional liaison.

It has been a genuine pleasure to
have worked with SGM Derek Gondek
over the last 3 years. On behalf of a
grateful nation, I join my colleagues
today in recognizing and commending
Derek for his service to our country,
and we wish him all the best as he con-
tinues his service in his future endeav-
ors.
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