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click on those phishing emails that we
all get from time to time that could
unload a Trojan horse or some other
malware onto your computer. But that
is not what FBI did here either.

Somehow, the FBI managed to come
up with a third option, as documented
in this report. They used this briefing
not as a way to alert the Trump cam-
paign of potential threats from Russian
intelligence services; they used it as an
opportunity to conduct an investiga-
tion against General Flynn, who
worked on President Trump’s cam-
paign. They were even so bold as to in-
sert one of those investigatory
agents—part of the Crossfire Hurricane
investigative team—into that briefing
with President Trump and his cam-
paign.

Knowing that the FBI did that in this
case, I can’t imagine many campaigns
that would want a defensive briefing
because you, frankly, couldn’t trust
the intentions of these officials. Would
you believe that they were there to
share intelligence and help you protect
American national security or conduct
an investigation, unbeknownst to you?

When we talk about the need to se-
cure our elections from foreign inter-
ference, you can’t, in the process, de-
stroy public confidence in all of our in-
stitutions, including the FBI.

I want to be clear. I am glad Director
Wray addressed these defensive brief-
ings yesterday, among other matters. I
have confidence in Director Wray, and
I think a new leadership in the FBI
since all of this terrible period oc-
curred has been encouraging.

Director Wray has clarified what his
predecessors clearly missed, saying:
“The FBI's role in these briefings
should be for national security pur-
poses and not for investigative pur-
poses.”’

This report has left me with a num-
ber of questions and a lot of concerns,
and I am glad we will have the oppor-
tunity to ask Inspector General Horo-
witz more about this report tomorrow
in the Judiciary Committee.

It is important that we get to the
bottom of concerted efforts to deceive
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court and the use of salacious and
unverified materials in order to justify
the issuance of these very sensitive
FISA warrants.

I believe some of the actions the in-
spector general has identified under-
mine public confidence in our public
safety and national security measures,
and that is something we should all be
willing to fight for.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, when the
Trump administration comes to an
end, it is going to leave behind a host
of sad and, I would consider, shameful
legacies, and right near the top of the
list will be the shocking number of
children who have lost healthcare cov-
erage under this administration.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

I am sure folks can’t really see the
specific numbers here, but this trend
line is what is important, taking fig-
ures from the Census Department—peo-
ple who are not political; they are not
Democrats or Republicans. What this
chart, based on census data shows, is
that, for year after year after year, we
saw the number of uninsured kids in
America go down. That is something I
think was important for our country.
It said a lot about our values, and it
certainly said a lot about our
healthcare system.

Sure, we are going to spend more
than $3.5 trillion on healthcare. If you
were to divide that up into 320 million
Americans, you can send every family
of four a check for $40,000. So we are
spending enough on healthcare, but we
are not spending it in the right places.

In particular, I wanted to come to
the floor—and I am glad to see my
friend, the Presiding Officer, who has
worked with me on a variety of
healthcare issues; we have some areas
we are going to be talking about in the
days ahead. To me, one of the areas of
healthcare, until recently, we could all
take pride in was this chart, which no-
body could really see, but it showed
this trend line in which the number of
uninsured kids was going down.

Unfortunately, in the Trump admin-
istration, that trend line of years and
yvears and years of more kids getting
healthcare coverage has been reversed,
and now more KkKids are uninsured.

How did the Trump people do it?
They are not going to stand up in front
of a government agency and say: Oh,
we just don’t like kids. But what they
did is hurt those kids and their parents
by keeping them in the dark for years
while there were efforts, bipartisan
ones—my friend, who joined the Fi-
nance Committee recently, knows that
our previous chairman, Senator Hatch,
worked with me for a record-setting ex-
tension for the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program. The efforts to expand
coverage for kids were all bipartisan—
always—going back, really, for decades
now, particularly on the Finance Com-
mittee.

I think of the late Senator John
Chafee and the late Senator dJohn
Heinz—people whom I admire so
much—and they always wanted to find
common ground, Democrats and Re-
publicans, working for children. But
now the Trump administration, in the
dark, has come up with proposals that
have made it harder for parents to sign
up their kids, harder for them to stay
enrolled, and harder for these fami-
lies—parents with young kids—to even
know about their rights, their rights to
healthcare.

So now, as a result of the Trump ad-
ministration’s reversing this trend of
years and years of expanded coverage
for kids, we have hundreds of thou-
sands of parents clinging to the hope
that their kids don’t get hurt on the
playground, catch flu in the classroom,
or worse.

We know that this falls hardest on
the families walking an economic
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tightrope. Every month they are bal-
ancing their food against their fuel
bill, their fuel bill against their
healthcare. One injury, one illness,
could be financially devastating for
these kids and their families, and it
can be a major setback for kids for
years, if not for the rest of their lives.
How is a sick kid supposed to succeed
in school and get ahead if they are un-
able to see a doctor when they have se-
rious illnesses?

I have mentioned that I know the
two sides—this side of the aisle and
that side of the aisle—can work to-
gether to find common ground on chil-
dren’s healthcare.

At the end of his service, Chairman
Hatch—who, as my colleague the dis-
tinguished Presiding Officer knows,
cared greatly about kids; he was very
involved with the late Senator Ted
Kennedy and others in coming up with
the children’s health plan—said: We
want to set a record. We want to get a
10-year extension of the Children’s
Health Insurance Program.

We managed to do it. But if you cut
the services for people to find out how
to get enrolled, stay enrolled, and if
there are changes in programs, those
changes in policy, which took place
when the Trump administration came
to Washington, rippled through very
quickly to communities across the
country where vulnerable Americans
depend on getting good quality
healthcare. I just think it is uncon-
scionable.

As I mentioned earlier in my re-
marks, for a country with the re-
sources America has, you wouldn’t step
in if you saw this trend of progress—
fewer uninsured Kkids—suddenly be re-
versed. And it really happened very
quickly. When the Trump administra-
tion took over, you would say: Hey,
let’s get Democrats and Republicans
together, pull out all the stops to fix it,
and get the trend line going in the
right direction again with more kids
getting healthcare coverage. We would
have had to take on the Trump admin-
istration here in the Congress. We
would have had to take on all of those
programs in which the Trump adminis-
tration made it harder for kids to get
enrolled and to stay enrolled, but it
would have been the right thing. It
would have been the right thing for
Democrats and Republicans in the Con-
gress to step in and take on the Trump
administration and say: Look, we un-
derstand there can be debates and dif-
ferences of opinion, but you don’t score
points by attacking the services for
children available under the Affordable
Care Act.

I am going to keep working to re-
verse this crisis. My colleagues have
been coming from this side of the aisle
all through the day to talk about this
scourge: the reversal of the trend in
this country with respect to healthcare
coverage. We used to be expanding it
for kids. Now it is going the other way.
The amount of coverage is being re-
duced.
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I just want to say, as the ranking
Democrat on the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, which has jurisdiction over
many of the healthcare programs that
are most important for kids and fami-
lies on an economic tightrope, I and I
know my colleagues on the Finance
Committee—several of whom have spo-
ken over the last few days on this sub-
ject—would be glad to work with any
Republican in this Senate who wants
to turn this around. If any Republican
is listening to this and wants to come
to the floor and say: I am interested. I
am interested in turning around this
ominous trend. I am interested in turn-
ing around this trend where healthcare
coverage for kids is going down, and I
want to work with Democrats to do it,
I will commit, as the ranking Demo-
crat on the Finance Committee, to say:
Thank goodness. We have to get on
this. This is too important to our coun-
try and to our future to just sit idly by
and say we are going to reduce the
number of kids who are getting
healthcare coverage because we are not
going to give parents the opportunity
to find out how to get enrolled and
stay enrolled and know what their
rights are.

A country as strong and good and
rich as ours ought to be looking for
every possible opportunity to help kids
get ahead in life. That, in my view,
starts with access to healthcare. Right
up at the top of the list, it starts, in
my view, by saying that this trend
line, which after years and years of
showing more kids were getting cov-
ered, is now going the other way, and
fewer kids are getting covered. We are
going to say, as a body in the U.S. Sen-
ate: We are going to change that, and
in a country that is as strong and good
and rich as ours, those vulnerable fami-
lies are going to be able to get
healthcare again.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
MCSALLY). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE WORK

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, it has been so interesting today
to hear my colleagues talk about the
things we have done this year, the
things we have to get done before the
end of the year that haven’t been ad-
dressed yet, and then things that need
to be addressed this next year in 2020.

I will tell you, 2019, for me, I look at
it as, I would say, successes and stalls
and then some forward motion on some
really important pieces of legislation.
To get there, we really have had some
fairly intense debates, which have
prompted our constituents and those
back in Tennessee to have their own
discussions about what they think is or
is not happening here in Washington,
DC.
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My hope is that their debates around
the kitchen table are sometimes less
heated than ours, and certainly I hope
that their Thanksgiving table debates
were less heated than some of these
that you see taking place here.

Tennesseans, like a lot of Americans,
when they end up talking about what
we are or are not doing here in Con-
gress, they revert back to first prin-
ciples. I cannot tell you the number of
times over this past holiday that I
heard people say: Look, for me, it is all
about freedom. It is all about defending
the freedoms that we have—protecting
that life, liberty, and pursuit of happi-
ness.

They are looking at that. It is fair to
say they think in the long term. While
many times I think the media here in
DC just follows that shiny object story
of the day, whatever is generating
clicks and likes and headlines, that is
where they are, but Tennesseans are
not focused that way. What they would
like to see is for our actions here in
Washington to be taken in a way that
are going to keep them and their
neighborhoods and their friends safe
and secure and healthy and free and
keep them out of the reach of govern-
ment overreach, if you will.

As someone said to me last weekend,
“I just want the Federal Government
off my back and out of my pocketbook.
I want to be able to keep working and
keep growing my business.” A lot of
people are there.

Now, we have seen movement this
week. A very good thing that has hap-
pened is the National Defense Author-
ization Act. I know that Madam Presi-
dent has worked tirelessly on this, as
have I, for all of our military commu-
nity members in Tennessee. We have
been very pleased that we are going to
see Fort Campbell and the divisions
that call Fort Campbell home getting
the funds and the equipment they need
in order to protect themselves and to
do their jobs—whether it is Chinooks
or more training capacity or equip-
ment and also an emphasis on making
certain that we are Kkeeping their
homes safe so those families are safe in
that military on-post housing, that
privatized housing, while their loved
ones are deployed.

While we are looking at other compo-
nents of the NDAA, Tennesseans have
been very concerned and are very
pleased, I will say, about what has
transpired with Oak Ridge National
Labs and Y-12. Oak Ridge is a treasure
for our Nation, and much of the re-
search in supercomputing and
hypersonics is being done there.

Also, in the Senate this year, we are
paying attention to the implementa-
tion of legislation very important to
our songwriters. I know you have heard
me say, time and again, that Middle
Tennessee, Nashville, is one of the
most creative communities on the face
of the Earth and home to more song-
writers than anywhere else on the face
of the Earth, and the Music Moderniza-
tion Act is going to make certain that
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Nashville artists and songwriters are
being paid fairly for the work they are
creating. We are pleased that these are
all things we have worked hard on, and
we see these as priorities.

When it comes to a legislative agen-
da that has taken much of my time, I
started this term in the Senate work-
ing on some things that protect the un-
born, much as I had done in my service
in the House. The first bill I introduced
over here was the Title X Abortion
Provider Prohibition Act, and this is
something Tennesseans wanted to see
done to make certain that tax dollars
would not be used to fund or support
abortion providers, and it would not go
to those clinics.

What Tennesseans wanted to see was
those tax dollars being put to work in
rural healthcare and enable access to
healthcare for women and for individ-
uals who did not have access to basic
healthcare needs. Our State has been
hit hard by rural hospital closures, and
thousands of Tennesseans are now
forced to drive miles out of their way
to seek basic care. I will tell you, this
is concerning, especially for the people
living in the most remote areas of the
State for whom there is no such thing
as a quick ride or a quick ambulance
trip to the hospital. It is miles of trav-
el sometimes, when those minutes are
very precious and they feel that time is
passing quickly and it is critical to get
to that care.

As part of my work this year, I have
worked on and developed a rural health
agenda, which has earned bipartisan
support here. I thank Senator DURBIN
for his work with me on this. I will tell
you, this is legislation that, yes, it has
bipartisan support here, but it has a lot
of support scattered around the coun-
try.

What this will do is support the es-
tablishment and expansion of medical
facilities in rural areas. It will help
doctors and other medical practi-
tioners set up shop outside of the more
convenient and lucrative urban bub-
bles. It also will enable telemedicine so
that you are taking healthcare out to
these areas that have a difficult time
getting in.

Speaking of the urban bubble, a lack
of access to healthcare isn’t the only
thing that is causing headaches right
now in rural America. Here, in Wash-
ington, we don’t have to worry about
having a reliable phone signal or an
internet connection. We are really for-
tunate in that regard. We know when
we click on, it is just going to work,
but outside of America’s metropolitan
areas, communities that lack these re-
sources are falling behind. My Internet
Exchange Act will ensure that rural
areas are able to build and maintain
the infrastructure needed to support
high-speed internet connections, which
will in turn support business growth
and e-commerce and encourage invest-
ment from outside corporations look-
ing to expand.

You cannot have 21st century edu-
cation, economic development,
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