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packages to deployed servicemembers, 
and assisted 1,620 children through Op-
eration Rescue Christmas. 

I would like to thank and recognize 
the men and women of MMIA and all of 
the volunteers for their continued dedi-
cation and support for the large serv-
icemember and veteran populations of 
the State of North Carolina and their 
families. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JORDAN EMBREE 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Jordan for 
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Jordan is a native of California. He is 
a graduate of Wheaton College, where 
he studied international relations and 
French. He has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Jordan for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JASMINE SLUSSER 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Jasmine for 
her hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her 
efforts and contributions to my office 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Jasmine is a native of Pennsylvania. 
She is a student at George Washington 
University, where she is studying pub-
lic health. She has demonstrated a 
strong work ethic, which has made her 
an invaluable asset to our office. The 
quality of her work is reflected in her 
great efforts over the last several 
months. 

I want to thank Jasmine for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her next journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEREMIAH 
WORDEMAN 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Jeremiah 
for his hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize his 
efforts and contributions to my office 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Jeremiah is a native of Cheyenne. He 
is a student at Laramie County Com-

munity College, where he is studying 
political science. He has demonstrated 
a strong work ethic, which has made 
him an invaluable asset to our office. 
The quality of his work is reflected in 
his great efforts over the last several 
months. 

I want to thank Jeremiah for the 
dedication he has shown while working 
for me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JULLIANE FRAZIER 

∑ Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, on 
Friday, December 31, 2019, Julliane 
Frazier, a lifelong resident of Mary-
land, will retire from Amtrak after an 
extraordinary 40 years of service. 

Julie joined Amtrak in December 
1980 when President Jimmy Carter was 
just leaving the White House and Ron-
ald Reagan was about to be sworn in. 
In May of the following year, Amtrak 
celebrated its 10th anniversary. The 
number of current Amtrak employees 
with 40 or more years of service is 
fewer than 20; the number of retirees is 
not much more. Julie therefore joins a 
small but elite group of Amtrak em-
ployees who have been the founders 
and builders of America’s passenger 
railroad. 

Over the years, Julie has seen the 
growth and maturity of an organiza-
tion whose existence was born of great 
uncertainty. For most of her career, 
she served as the senior executive as-
sistant for the Government Affairs De-
partment, serving and assisting the 
vice presidents who guided and man-
aged Amtrak’s relations with the Fed-
eral Government and with Congress. 
Amtrak’s CEOs, who worked in their 
Union Station offices next door to gov-
ernment affairs, often relied on Julie 
as well because she was quick to com-
plete assignments and was loyal to her 
colleagues in pursuit of Amtrak’s im-
portant mission. While it would appear 
at first blush that the vice president of 
government affairs runs the office, it 
was clear to anyone who spent time 
there that Julie was really the one in 
charge. She is the consummate profes-
sional. 

Julie has said that while she will 
miss the pace of work, she will miss 
the people she worked with most of all. 
Having spent 40 years in the organiza-
tion and having celebrated good times 
while coping with hard times, Julie 
formed many close and deep friend-
ships. She will be truly missed by all 
who worked with her, but her service 
will be appreciated for years to come. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Julliane Frazier for her serv-
ice and wishing her many happy and 
healthy years in retirement with her 
husband Phil and her sons Zack, Max, 
and Austin.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4. An act to amend the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 to revise the criteria for deter-
mining which States and political subdivi-
sions are subject to section 4 of the Act, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2534. An act to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to prohibit certain se-
curities trading and related communications 
by those who possess material, nonpublic in-
formation. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4. An act to amend the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 to revise the criteria for deter-
mining which States and political subdivi-
sions are subject to section 4 of the Act, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

H.R. 2534. An act to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to prohibit certain se-
curities trading and related communications 
by those who possess material, nonpublic in-
formation; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3424. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Acquisition), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report of a 
delay in submission of the quarterly excep-
tion Selected Acquisition Reports (SARs) for 
the Army, Navy, and Air Force; to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations; and Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–3425. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Regulatory Capital Rule: Simplifications to 
the Capital Rule Pursuant to the Economic 
Growth and Regulatory Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act of 1996; Revised Effective Date’’ 
(RIN3064–AF18) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2019; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 
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EC–3426. A communication from the Direc-

tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Regulatory Capital Rule: Capital Sim-
plification for Qualifying Community Bank-
ing Organizations’’ (RIN3064–AE91) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 4, 2019; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs . 

EC–3427. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Re-
moval of Transferred OTS Regulations Re-
garding Deposits’’ (RIN3064–AF07) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 4, 2019; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3428. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Federal Transit Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Transportation Infrastructure 
Management’’ (RIN2132–AB37) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 2, 2019; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–3429. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; CY 2020 Inpatient Hos-
pital Deductible and Hospital and Extended 
Care Services Coinsurance Amounts’’ 
(RIN0938–AT76) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2019; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–3430. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; CY 2020 Part A Pre-
miums for the Uninsured Aged and for Cer-
tain Disabled Individuals Who Have Ex-
hausted Other Entitlement’’ (RIN0938–AT77) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 4, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–3431. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 23–174, ‘‘Sexual Assault Victims’ 
Rights Amendment Act of 2019’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–3432. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel and Acting Chief Executive and 
Administrative Officer, Merit Systems Pro-
tection Board, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Board’s Agency Financial Report for 
fiscal year 2019; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3433. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Administration’s Semiannual Report from 
the Office of the Inspector General for the 
period from April 1, 2019 through September 
30, 2019; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3434. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Maritime Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission’s 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
for the period from April 1, 2019 through Sep-
tember 30, 2019; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3435. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Department’s Semiannual 
Report of the Inspector General for the pe-
riod from April 1, 2019 through September 30, 
2019; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3436. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Office of Regulatory Affairs, Bu-

reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex-
plosives, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Rules of Practice in Explosives Li-
cense and Permit Proceedings (2007R–5P); 
Revisions Reflecting Changes Consistent 
With the Homeland Security Act of 2002’’ 
(RIN1140–AA40) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2019; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3437. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘The U.S. De-
partment of Transportation’s Status of Ac-
tions Addressing the Safety Issue Areas on 
the National Transportation Safety Board’s 
(NTSB) Most Wanted List’’; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3438. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis-
sion’s fifteenth annual report on ethanol 
market concentration; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3439. A communication from the Dep-
uty Bureau Chief, Wireline Competition Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Bridging the Digital Divide 
for Low-Income Consumers, Lifeline and 
Link Up Reform and Modernization, Tele-
communications Carriers Eligible for Uni-
versal Service Support’’ ((FCC 19–111) (WC 
Docket Nos. 17–287, 11–42, and 09–197)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 26, 2019; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3440. A communication from the Chief 
of the Pricing Policy Division, Wireline 
Competition Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Reform of 
Certain Part 61 Tariff Rules’’ ((FCC 19–107) 
(WC Docket Nos. 18–276, and 18–276)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 26, 2019; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3441. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Federal Maritime Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Licensing, Registration, Fi-
nancial Responsibility Requirements, and 
General Duties for Ocean Transportation 
Intermediaries’’ (RIN3072–AC73) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 26, 2019; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3442. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Managing Director, Office of Managing 
Director, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Misuse of Internet 
Protocol (IP) Captioned Telephone Service; 
Telecommunications Relay Services and 
Speech-to-Speech Services for Individuals 
with Hearing and Speech Disabilities’’ ((FCC 
19–83) (CG Docket No. 13–24, and 03–123)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3443. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Magnu-
son-Stevens Act Provisions; Fisheries Off 
West Coast States; Pacific Coast Groundfish 
Fishery; Trawl Logbook’’ (RIN0648–BI74) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 19, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3444. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 

Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the 
Gulf of Mexico; Modifications to Individual 
Fishing Quota Programs’’ (RIN0648–BG83) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 4, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3445. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Authorize Recreational Quota 
Entity To Participate in the Halibut IFQ 
Program’’ (RIN0648–BG57) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 4, 2019; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3446. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea 
Bass Fisheries; 2018 and Projected 2019 Scup 
Specifications and Announcement of Final 
2018 Summer Flounder and Black Sea Bass 
Specifications; Correction’’ (RIN0648–XF669) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 4, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3447. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; 2019 Commercial Closure 
for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia’’ 
(RIN0648–XS011) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2019; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3448. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Trawl Catcher 
Vessels in the Central Regulatory Area of 
the Gulf Alaska’’ (RIN0648–XY018) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 4, 2019; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3449. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Sablefish in the Central Regu-
latory Area of the Gulf of Alaska’’ (RIN0648– 
XG996) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 4, 2019; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. ENZI, 
and Ms. MCSALLY): 

S. 2997. A bill to revise and extend health 
workforce programs under title VII of the 
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