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to a taxpayer only if the Secretary of Edu-
cation has provided to such taxpayer the no-
tification required by section 494 of the High-
er Education Act of 1965 prior to such disclo-
sure.”.

(2) CONFIDENTIALITY OF RETURN INFORMA-
TION.—Section 6103(a)(3) of such Code is
amended by inserting ¢, (13)(A), (13)(B)”
after “(12)”.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
6103(p)(4) of such Code is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘“‘(A), (13)(B)”’ after ‘“(13)”
each place it occurs, and

(B) by inserting ¢, (13)(A), (13)(B)” after
“(1)(10)” each place it occurs.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to disclo-
sures made under section 6103(1)(13) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended by
this section) after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 4. NOTIFICATION OF REQUEST FOR TAX RE-
TURN INFORMATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part G of title IV (20
U.S.C. 1088 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 494. NOTIFICATION OF REQUEST FOR TAX
RETURN INFORMATION.

““The Secretary shall advise students and
borrowers who submit an application for
Federal student financial aid under this title
or for the discharge of a loan based on per-
manent and total disability, as described in
section 437(a), or who request an income-con-
tingent or income-based repayment plan on
their loan (as well as parents and spouses
who sign such an application or request or a
Master Promissory Note on behalf of those
students and borrowers) that the Secretary
has the authority to request that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service disclose their tax return
information (as well as that of parents and
spouses who sign such an application or re-
quest or a Master Promissory Note on behalf
of those students and borrowers) to officers,
employees, and contractors of the Depart-
ment of Education as authorized under sec-
tion 6103(1)(13) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, to the extent necessary for the Sec-
retary to carry out this title.”.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
484(q) (20 U.S.C. 1091(q)) is amended to read
as follows:

‘“(q) reserved’’.

SEC. 5. INCREASED FUNDING FOR FEDERAL PELL

GRANTS.
Section 401(b)(T)(A)(iv) (20 U.s.C.
1070a(b)(7)(A)(iv)) is amended—
(1) in subclause (X), by striking

¢‘$1,430,000,000” and inserting ¢“$1,455,000,000"";
and

(2) in subclause (XI), by striking
¢‘$1,145,000,000” and insert ‘‘$1,170,000,000°°.
SEC. 6. REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than each speci-
fied date, the Secretary of Education and the
Secretary of the Treasury shall issue joint
reports to the Committees on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions and Finance of
the Senate and the Committees on Edu-
cation and Labor and Ways and Means of the
House of Representatives regarding the
amendments made by this Act. Each such re-
port shall include, as applicable—

(1) an update on the status of implementa-
tion of the amendments made by this Act,

(2) an evaluation of the processing of appli-
cations for Federal student financial aid, and
applications for income-based repayment
and income contingent repayment, under
title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.), in accordance with
the amendments made by this Act, and

(3) implementation issues and suggestions
for potential improvements.

(b) SPECIFIED DATE.—For purposes of sub-
section (a), the term ‘‘specified date”
means—
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(1) the date that is 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act,

(2) the date that is 120 days after the first
day that the disclosure process established
under section 6103(1)(13) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, as amended by section 3(a)
of this Act, is operational and accessible to
officers, employees, and contractors of the
Department of Education (as specifically au-
thorized and designated by the Secretary of
Education), and

(3) the date that is 1 year after the report
date described in paragraph (2).

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 5 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, December
5, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, December 5, 2019, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
December 5, 2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct
a closed hearing.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Subcommittee on Communica-
tion, Technology, Innovation, and The
Internet of the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, December
5, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE,

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, CIVILIAN SECURITY,

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND GLOBAL

WOMEN’S ISSUES

The Subcommittee on Western Hemi-
sphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian
Security, Democracy, Human Rights,
and Global Women’s Issues of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, December 5, 2019,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Angel
Ventling, a State Department fellow in
my office, be granted floor privileges
for the remainder of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MERRILL’S MARAUDERS CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 743 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 743) to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the soldiers of the 5307th Com-
posite Unit (Provisional), commonly known
as ‘“‘Merrill’s Marauders’, in recognition of
their bravery and outstanding service in the
jungles of Burma during World War II.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 743) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 743

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Merrill’s
Marauders Congressional Gold Medal Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) in August 1943, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt and other Allied leaders proposed
the creation of a ground unit of the Armed
Forces that would engage in a ‘‘long-range
penetration mission” in Japanese-occupied
Burma to—

(A) cut off Japanese communications and
supply lines; and

(B) capture the town of Myitkyina and the
Myitkyina airstrip, both of which were held
by the Japanese;

(2) President Roosevelt issued a call for
volunteers for ‘‘a dangerous and hazardous
mission’” and the call was answered by ap-
proximately 3,000 soldiers from the United
States;

(3) the Army unit composed of the soldiers
described in paragraph (2)—

(A) was officially designated as the ‘‘56307th
Composite Unit (Provisional)”” with the code
name ‘‘Galahad’’; and

(B) later became known as ‘‘Merrill’s Ma-
rauders” (referred to in this section as the
“Marauders’’) in reference to its leader, Brig-
adier General Frank Merrill;

(4) in February 1944, the Marauders began
their approximately 1,000-mile trek through
the dense Burmese jungle with no artillery
support, carrying their supplies on their
backs or the pack saddles of mules;

(5) over the course of their 5-month trek to
Myitkyina, the Marauders fought victori-
ously against larger Japanese forces through
5 major and 30 minor engagements;

(6) during their march to Myitkyina, the
Marauders faced hunger and disease that
were exacerbated by inadequate aerial resup-
ply drops;

(7) malaria, typhus, and dysentery inflicted
more casualties on the Marauders than the
Japanese;
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(8) by August 1944, the Marauders had ac-
complished their mission, successfully dis-
rupting Japanese supply and communication
lines and taking the town of Myitkyina and
the Myitkyina airstrip, the only all-weather
airstrip in Northern Burma;

(9) after taking Myitkyina, only 130 Ma-
rauders out of the original 2,750 were fit for
duty and all remaining Marauders still in ac-
tion were evacuated to hospitals due to trop-
ical diseases, exhaustion, and malnutrition;

(10) for their bravery and accomplish-
ments, the Marauders were awarded the
“Distinguished Unit Citation”’, later redesig-
nated as the ‘“‘Presidential Unit Citation”’,
and a Bronze Star; and

(11) though the Marauders were oper-
ational for only a few months, the legacy of
their bravery is honored by the Army
through the modern day 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, which traces its lineage directly to the
5307th Composite Unit.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make
appropriate arrangements for the award, on
behalf of Congress, of a single gold medal of
appropriate design to the soldiers of the
5307th Composite Unit (Provisional) (referred
to in this section as ‘‘Merrill’s Marauders’’),
in recognition of their bravery and out-
standing service in the jungles of Burma dur-
ing World War II.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined
by the Secretary.

(¢) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal referred to in subsection (a)
in honor of Merrill’s Marauders, the gold
medal shall be given to the Smithsonian In-
stitution, where it shall be displayed as ap-
propriate and made available for research.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
should make the gold medal received under
paragraph (1) available for display elsewhere,
particularly at other locations and events
associated with Merrill’s Marauders.

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

Under such regulations as the Secretary
may prescribe, the Secretary may strike and
sell duplicates in bronze of the gold medal
struck under section 3, at a price sufficient
to cover the costs of the medals, including
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and
overhead expenses.

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

Medals struck pursuant to this Act are na-
tional medals for purposes of chapter 51 of
title 31, United States Code.

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER
9, 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, Decem-
ber 9; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal be ap-
proved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; further, that following leader
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remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and resume consideration
of the Bumatay nomination; and fi-
nally, that the cloture motions filed
during today’s session ripen at 5:30
p.m. on Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
DECEMBER 9, 2019, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 3:57 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
December 9, 2019, at 3 p.m.

————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate December 5, 2019:

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

ROBERT M. DUNCAN, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE A GOV-
ERNOR OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE FOR A
TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 8, 2025.

THE JUDICIARY

RICHARD ERNEST MYERS II, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA.

SHERRI A. LYDON, OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH
CAROLINA.
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