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with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 153. A bill to promote veteran involve-
ment in STEM education, computer science, 
and scientific research, and for other pur-
poses (Rept . No. 116–164). 

S. 529. A bill to establish a national pro-
gram to identify and reduce losses from land-
slide hazards, to establish a national 3D Ele-
vation Program, and for other purposes 
(Rept. No. 116–165). 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment: 

S. 906. A bill to improve the management 
of driftnet fishing (Rept. No. 116–166). 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
without amendment: 

S. 908. A bill to provide for an equitable 
management of summer flounder based on 
geographic, scientific, and economic data 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 116–167). 

S. 914. A bill to reauthorize the Integrated 
Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act 
of 2009, to clarify the authority of the Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration with respect to 
post-storm assessments, and to require the 
establishment of a National Water Center, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 116–168). 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment: 

S. 1148. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to require the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration to give 
preferential consideration to individuals who 
have successfully completed air traffic con-
troller training and veterans when hiring air 
traffic control specialists (Rept. No. 116–169). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. ROBERTS, Mrs. CAPITO, 
and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2982. A bill to expand eligibility for cer-
tain housing programs for qualified volun-
teer first responders; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 2983. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an 
agreement with the city of Vallejo, Cali-
fornia, for the transfer of Mare Island Naval 
Cemetery in Vallejo, California, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
ISAKSON): 

S. 2984. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow for certain resi-
dential rental property to be depreciated 
over a 30-year period; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. 2985. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

the Interior to conduct a study to assess the 
suitability and feasibility of designating cer-
tain land in the State of Kentucky as the 
Kentucky Wildlands National Heritage Area, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Ms. 
STABENOW): 

S. 2986. A bill to amend part A of title XI 
of the Social Security Act to establish an 
interagency council on social determinants 
of health, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. CASSIDY, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 2987. A bill to authorize U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection to seize imported 
merchandise that infringes a design patent, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. DAINES): 

S. 2988. A bill to address the financial ex-
ploitation of veterans receiving pension from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 2989. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to clarify the mailing re-
quirement relating to social security ac-
count statements; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. THUNE: 
S. 2990. A bill to require that the Federal 

Government procure from the private sector 
the goods and services necessary for the op-
erations and management of certain Govern-
ment agencies, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms. 
BALDWIN): 

S. 2991. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct an independent 
review of the deaths of certain veterans by 
suicide , and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE): 

S. 2992. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to prohibit mandatory 
pre-dispute arbitration agreements, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina): 

S. 2993. A bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act with respect 
to nursing facility requirements, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. YOUNG, 
Mr. GARDNER, Ms. ERNST, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 2994. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to require information re-
porting with respect to the qualified oppor-
tunity zone tax incentives enacted by the 
2017 tax reform legislation, to require public 
reports related to such tax incentives, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO): 

S. 2995. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress re-
ports on patient safety and quality of care at 
medical centers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 2996. A bill to amend the Head Start Act 
to authorize block grants to States for pre-
kindergarten education, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 133 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) and the Senator from 

Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 133, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the United States merchant 
mariners of World War II, in recogni-
tion of their dedicated and vital service 
during World War II. 

S. 319 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 319, a bill to improve the 
reproductive assistance provided by the 
Department of Defense and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to severely 
wounded, ill, or injured members of the 
Armed Forces, veterans, and their 
spouses or partners, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 460 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 460, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the 
exclusion for employer-provided edu-
cation assistance to employer pay-
ments of student loans. 

S. 511 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 511, a bill to promote and 
protect from discrimination living 
organ donors. 

S. 622 
At the request of Mr. JONES, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
622, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to repeal the requirement 
for reduction of survivor annuities 
under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 
veterans’ dependency and indemnity 
compensation, and for other purposes. 

S. 670 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 670, a bill to make day-
light savings time permanent, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 800 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from Ar-
izona (Ms. MCSALLY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 800, a bill to establish a 
postsecondary student data system. 

S. 839 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 839, a bill to extend Fed-
eral Pell Grant eligibility of certain 
short-term programs. 

S. 879 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the names of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator 
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 879, a bill to 
provide a process for granting lawful 
permanent resident status to aliens 
from certain countries who meet speci-
fied eligibility requirements, and for 
other purposes. 
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S. 880 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 880, a bill to provide outreach 
and reporting on comprehensive Alz-
heimer’s disease care planning services 
furnished under the Medicare program. 

S. 901 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 901, a bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to support individuals 
with younger onset Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

S. 944 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from 
California (Ms. HARRIS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 944, a bill to enhance 
the security operations of the Trans-
portation Security Administration and 
the stability of the transportation se-
curity workforce by applying a unified 
personnel system under title 5, United 
States Code, to employees of the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion who are responsible for screening 
passengers and property, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1015 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 
of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1015, a bill to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget 
to review and make certain revisions 
to the Standard Occupational Classi-
fication System, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1032 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1032, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the def-
inition of income for purposes of deter-
mining the tax-exempt status of cer-
tain corporations. 

S. 1657 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1657, a bill to provide assist-
ance to combat the escalating burden 
of Lyme disease and other tick and 
vector-borne diseases and disorders. 

S. 1820 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1820, a bill to improve the 
integrity and safety of horseracing by 
requiring a uniform anti-doping and 
medication control program to be de-
veloped and enforced by an independent 
Horseracing Anti-Doping and Medica-
tion Control Authority. 

S. 2001 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), 

the Senator from Delaware (Mr. CAR-
PER), the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from 
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the 
Senator from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2001, a 
bill to award a Congressional Gold 
Medal to Willie O’Ree, in recognition 
of his extraordinary contributions and 
commitment to hockey, inclusion, and 
recreational opportunity. 

S. 2179 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2179, a bill to amend the Older 
Americans Act of 1965 to provide social 
service agencies with the resources to 
provide services to meet the urgent 
needs of Holocaust survivors to age in 
place with dignity, comfort, security, 
and quality of life. 

S. 2254 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2254, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to create a Pen-
sion Rehabilitation Trust Fund, to es-
tablish a Pension Rehabilitation Ad-
ministration within the Department of 
the Treasury to make loans to multi-
employer defined benefit plans, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2317 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2317, a bill to 
amend title II of the Social Security 
Act to credit individuals serving as 
caregivers of dependent relatives with 
deemed wages for up to five years of 
such service, and to support State med-
ical training programs for caregivers. 

S. 2407 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2407, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide crimi-
nal penalties for individuals acting as 
agents or attorneys for the prepara-
tion, presentation, or prosecution of a 
claim under a law administered by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs without 
being recognized by the Secretary for 
such purposes, and for other purposes. 

S. 2417 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) and the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. RUBIO) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2417, a bill to provide for payment 
of proceeds from savings bonds to a 
State with title to such bonds pursuant 
to the judgment of a court. 

S. 2599 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2599, a bill to amend the De-
partment of Agriculture Reorganiza-

tion Act of 1994 to provide assistance to 
manage farmer and rancher stress and 
for the mental health of individuals in 
rural areas, and for other purposes. 

S. 2638 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 2638, a bill to 
amend title 49, United State Code, to 
require small hub airports to construct 
areas for nursing mothers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2661 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2661, a bill to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to designate 9–8-8 
as the universal telephone number for 
the purpose of the national suicide pre-
vention and mental health crisis hot-
line system operating through the Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Lifeline and 
through the Veterans Crisis Line, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2688 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2688, a bill to 
amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
establish an Office of Technology Tran-
sitions, and for other purposes. 

S. 2695 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2695, a bill to au-
thorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
provide for the defense of United States 
agriculture and food through the Na-
tional Bio and Agro-Defense Facility, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2715 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2715, a bill to develop and implement 
policies to advance early childhood de-
velopment, to provide assistance for or-
phans and other vulnerable children in 
developing countries, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2753 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2753, a bill to amend title XVI of 
the Social Security Act to update eligi-
bility for the supplemental security in-
come program, and for other purposes. 

S. 2754 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) and the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. SCHATZ) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2754, a bill to create jobs and drive 
innovation and economic growth in the 
United States by supporting and pro-
moting the manufacture of next-gen-
eration technologies, including refrig-
erants, solvents, fire suppressants, 
foam blowing agents, aerosols, and pro-
pellants. 
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S. 2827 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2827, a bill to 
amend title 54, United States Code, to 
establish within the National Park 
Service the U.S. African-American 
Burial Grounds Network, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2898 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Mr. SULLIVAN) and the Senator 
from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2898, a bill to amend 
title 5, United States Code, to provide 
for a full annuity supplement for cer-
tain air traffic controllers. 

S. 2976 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2976, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide an election to advance future 
child tax credits in the year of birth or 
adoption. 

S. RES. 112 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 112, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that 
the United States condemns all forms 
of violence against children globally 
and recognizes the harmful impacts of 
violence against children. 

S. RES. 260 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 260, a resolution recognizing the 
importance of sustained United States 
leadership to accelerating global 
progress against maternal and child 
malnutrition and supporting the com-
mitment of the United States Agency 
for International Development to glob-
al nutrition through the Multi-Sec-
toral Nutrition Strategy. 

S. RES. 447 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 447, a resolution expressing seri-
ous concern about widespread irreg-
ularities in Bolivia’s October 20, 2019, 
general elections and supporting the 
convening of new elections in Bolivia 
at the earliest possible date. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. 2985. A bill to authorize the Sec-

retary of the Interior to conduct a 
study to assess the suitability and fea-
sibility of designating certain land in 
the State of Kentucky as the Kentucky 
Wildlands National Heritage Area, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the text of 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2985 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kentucky 
Wildlands National Heritage Area Study 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘‘Heritage 

Area’’ means the Kentucky Wildlands Na-
tional Heritage Area. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 
State of Kentucky. 

(4) STUDY AREA.—The term ‘‘study area’’ 
means— 

(A) Adair, Bath, Bell, Boyd, Breathitt, Car-
ter, Casey, Clay, Clinton, Cumberland, El-
liott, Floyd, Green, Harlan, Jackson, John-
son, Knott, Knox, Laurel, Lawrence, Lee, 
Leslie, Letcher, Lincoln, Magoffin, Martin, 
McCreary, Menifee, Metcalfe, Monroe, Mor-
gan, Owsley, Perry, Pike, Pulaski, 
Rockcastle, Rowan, Russell, Wayne, Whitley, 
and Wolfe Counties in the State; and 

(B) any other areas in the State that— 
(i) have heritage aspects that are similar 

to the heritage aspects of the areas described 
in subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) are adjacent to, or in the vicinity of, 
the areas described in that subparagraph. 
SEC. 3. STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with State and local historic pres-
ervation officers, State and local historical 
societies, State and local tourism offices, 
and other appropriate organizations and gov-
ernmental agencies, shall conduct a study to 
assess the suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating the study area as a National Heritage 
Area, to be known as the ‘‘Kentucky 
Wildlands National Heritage Area’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The study shall in-
clude analysis, documentation, and deter-
minations on whether the study area— 

(1) has an assemblage of natural, historic, 
and cultural resources that— 

(A) represent distinctive aspects of the her-
itage of the United States; 

(B) are worthy of recognition, conserva-
tion, interpretation, and continuing use; and 

(C) would be best managed— 
(i) through partnerships among public and 

private entities; and 
(ii) by linking diverse and sometimes non-

contiguous resources and active commu-
nities; 

(2) reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and 
folklife that are a valuable part of the story 
of the United States; 

(3) provides outstanding opportunities— 
(A) to conserve natural, historic, cultural, 

or scenic features; and 
(B) for recreation and education; 
(4) contains resources that— 
(A) are important to any identified themes 

of the study area; and 
(B) retain a degree of integrity capable of 

supporting interpretation; 
(5) includes residents, business interests, 

nonprofit organizations, and State and local 
governments that— 

(A) are involved in the planning of the Her-
itage Area; 

(B) have developed a conceptual financial 
plan that outlines the roles of all partici-
pants in the Heritage Area, including the 
Federal Government; and 

(C) have demonstrated support for the des-
ignation of the Heritage Area; 

(6) has a potential management entity to 
work in partnership with the individuals and 
entities described in paragraph (5) to develop 
the Heritage Area while encouraging State 
and local economic activity; 

(7) could impact the rights of private prop-
erty owners with respect to private property; 
and 

(8) has a conceptual boundary map that is 
supported by the public. 

SEC. 4. REPORT. 

Not later than 3 years after the date on 
which funds are first made available to carry 
out this Act, the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate and the Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that describes— 

(1) the findings of the study under section 
3; and 

(2) any conclusions and recommendations 
of the Secretary. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and 
Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. 2989. A bill to amend title XI of the 
Social Security Act to clarify the mail-
ing requirement relating to social se-
curity account statements; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I along 
with Finance Committee member Sen-
ator CASSIDY are introducing a bill to 
make a common-sense, low-cost change 
to the law that will help American 
workers help themselves when pre-
paring for retirement: The Know Your 
Social Security Act. This bill is simple: 
it clarifies the law about Congressional 
intent so that every worker over 25 re-
ceives a Social Security statement in 
the mail each year, unless the worker 
has accessed their statement online or 
declined to receive the statement in 
the mail. 

The history of the Social Security 
statement runs right through the Sen-
ate and the ‘‘powerful’’ Committee on 
Finance. Senator Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan summed up the intent very well: 
‘‘All of us pay into Social Security but 
rarely, until we become beneficiaries, 
do we ever hear from Social Security 
. . . . in every paycheck, we see money 
withheld for Social Security, but we 
hear nary a word from the Social Secu-
rity Administration. Let us take this 
simple step [sending statements] to re-
assure Americans that Social Security 
will be there for them.’’ The Social Se-
curity statement has three goals: to 
provide workers with information 
about their Social Security benefits, to 
help workers plan for the future, and 
enable workers to review their earn-
ings records. 

After enactment and once fully 
phased in, every worker aged 25 and 
older received an annual statement 
from Social Security starting in the 
year 2000. After a few years, Social Se-
curity’s website allowed workers to ob-
tain a Social Security statement on-
line. At the time, the online option was 
a good step forward in customer serv-
ice. But as sometime happens, ad-
vances in technology shortchanged 
good intentions. Due to tight budgets, 
SSA came to view the online option as 
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