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would love to see that brought up. It
could be brought up any day. It could
be brought up today, and—bingo—we
would pass it.

The other thing that we could be
doing is passing legislation the House
sent us months ago. There is legisla-
tion on preexisting conditions. Every-
body says we don’t want people to lose
their preexisting conditions coverage
on their healthcare. Great. Let’s pass
the legislation that came over from the
House in order to protect that. Let’s
make sure that it happens.

There is the Violence Against Women
Act, which has been waiting for over
200 days, and there are the efforts on
gun safety—things we all agree to.
There are issues on gun safety and
background checks, and well over 90
percent of the American public agrees
with it. This legislation came over
from the House months ago, but we
can’t get any action on the Senate
floor. There is legislation that deals
with carbon pollution and the climate
crisis. It goes on and on and on.

There are over 300 different pieces of
legislation that have been passed by
the House while it is also having to ad-
dress what is clearly a constitutional
challenge that is very serious for our
country. We have not had that in front
of us, so we could have easily been
bringing bills forward every week that
would make a difference in people’s
lives. We could have been lowering
their healthcare costs, lowering their
prescription drug costs, making sure
people’s pensions are protected, focus-
ing on jobs and education and safety
for their children while they are in
school.

We welcome it. Let’s do it today and
tomorrow. Let’s go. We have over 300
bills that the House has sent to the
Senate on which there has been no ac-
tion.

————
HEALTHCARE

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President,
let me speak more specifically about
healthcare.

I come to the floor every week and
say the same thing, which is that
healthcare is personal, not political,
for each one of us. That is really true
in our own families. We want whatever
it takes to make sure our children have
what they need, that our moms and
dads and grandpas and grandmas have
what they need, and that we have what
we need with healthcare. It is pretty
basic. It is a common, human need that
we all share. Unfortunately, this has
become a political issue here in DC.
Nowhere else is it a political issue. It is
personal for people in Michigan and
around the country.

If a senior can’t afford the medica-
tion she needs for a chronic condition,
that is personal. If parents don’t have
trusted doctors to call when their chil-
dren wake up with coughs and high fe-
vers and they don’t know what is hap-
pening, that is personal. If a woman is
charged more for healthcare coverage
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than she needs to be just because she is
a woman and has detected cancer or if
she wants to have it detected early but
doesn’t have the healthcare with which
to do that, that is very personal.

Healthcare for each one of us is
something very personal. Unfortu-
nately, the law that helps seniors af-
ford their medications, that provides
families health insurance, that covers
lifesaving preventive care, and that
protects people with preexisting condi-
tions is under political attack over and
over.

From the very beginning, the Trump
administration has been undermining
the healthcare of millions and millions
of Americans. It is now open enroll-
ment season, and, unfortunately, the
administration is at it again—what it
couldn’t do here in this body when we
voted no. We would not repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. We would not rip
apart the healthcare system. This is
what happened right here. It couldn’t
achieve this through Congress—the leg-
islative body, the people’s body—so it
is now, through the backdoor, trying to
find ways to unravel and rip apart the
healthcare system and have costs go up
so it can say: See? Look, costs are
going up—because of what they are
doing behind the scenes to unravel ev-
erything.

So here we are. It is open enrollment
to sign up for an Affordable Care Act
plan, and the administration is at it
again. The Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services is using taxpayer
funding to promote third-party insur-
ance brokers. I would encourage people
to go to the website healthcare.gov.
You have until December 15 to do it.
There used to be a longer signup time.
One of the things the administration
has done is to cut back the signup
time, but you have until December 15.

When you go there now, though, it is
a little tricky, a little confusing. You
have healthcare.gov, and then, depend-
ing on what button you click, it takes
you outside of healthcare.gov, the gov-
ernment system, to private insurance
brokers. The insurance brokers are al-
lowed to enroll people in quality, com-
prehensive plans, which are what the
Affordable Care Act provides, and you
know what essential services are cov-
ered. If they do that, they get paid, but
if they sign you up through an insur-
ance company for what we call a junk
plan, which doesn’t cover anything,
then they get paid up to four times
more. So they get paid more if you get
less coverage.

The problem is it is going to look
good because it will probably cost less
for many folks, and you will not know
what it covers until you get sick. I
don’t know how many times it was be-
fore the Affordable Care Act was passed
that someone would call me and say: I
have paid into my insurance plan all
my life, and I have never been sick. I
got sick. What do you mean it only
covers 1 day in the hospital? What do
you mean it doesn’t cover the ambu-
lance? What do you mean I only get
two treatments?
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That is what we mean by a junk
plan—a plan that does not cover what
you would expect it to cover in terms
of your care. So it is very important
that you go to healthcare.gov if this is
something that you are interested in, if
you need insurance, or if you want to
change your plan. It is important that
you go into the system, in fact, in
which you are going to be given quotes
on comprehensive care and in which
there is accountability for the cov-
erage.

Late last month, I released a report
that outlined the many ways the
Trump administration has been under-
mining healthcare. It has nearly elimi-
nated the funding for what is called
healthcare navigators, who are people
who can help you sign up for health in-
surance coverage. It doesn’t matter
what it is or if you have a lot of ques-
tions, as it is complicated; having
somebody who can get on the phone to
answer your questions and walk you
through it is important. Yet the fund-
ing for the folks to do that—to help
you, to answer your questions—has ba-
sically been eliminated.

The administration has slashed the
budget for advertising so that people
don’t know it is open enrollment now.
They don’t know where they can go to
sign up or how many days they have in
which to do that and how to do it on-
line.

As I mentioned before, the adminis-
tration has cut the time in half that
you have to sign up.

The worst thing is, any day now, the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, which is
backed by the Trump administration,
could announce a ruling that overturns
the entire Affordable Care Act. This
would take away what we call Healthy
Michigan, which is our Medicaid expan-
sion. It would take away the ability for
your children to stay on your insur-
ance until they reach the age of 26. It
would take away protections for people
with preexisting conditions. It would
put back into place or allow insurance
companies to put back into place caps
on the number of treatments you can
receive. It would also put back into
place all of the other restrictions that
insurance companies had on care but
that had been eliminated with the Af-
fordable Care Act.

I have to say, recently, when we
looked at how this would impact people
with the possibility of eliminating the
Affordable Care Act in this court deci-
sion, we also realized that not only
would it take away healthcare for mil-
lions of Americans, but it would have
the perverted result of actually pro-
viding a tax cut to the wealthiest indi-
viduals and to prescription drug com-
panies and insurance companies that
each chip in to help pay for the tax
cuts that average citizens have used in
order to get lower cost care.

It seems as though it doesn’t matter
what it is that our Republican col-
leagues or this President supports, for
it always ends up as another tax cut for
the wealthy. Unfortunately, with the
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repeal of health insurance and all it
would do to average families in taking
away their capacity to get care and the
confidence that they can get care for
their families, it, too, would provide
another tax giveaway to the wealthy.

The court case and all it would do in
repealing the Affordable Care Act
would have life-changing consequences
for millions of people in Michigan, in-
cluding someone I would like to tell
you about.

Henry is an outgoing 9-year-old who
lives in Grosse Pointe, MI. Henry loves
people. He greets everyone he meets
with a big hug. He also loves per-
forming. His favorite activity is dance
class, and he enjoys singing karaoke at
home.

Henry, we have something in com-
mon. I like to sing too.

Henry is also living with a number of
preexisting conditions, including Down
syndrome, autism, and severe reflux.

Henry’s mom explains why com-
prehensive health insurance is so im-
portant for her family. Henry was hos-
pitalized at 8 months for an infection
that nearly took his life. Saving his
life cost over $1 million. She added
this: If we didn’t have access to afford-
able healthcare coverage, we would
have been bankrupt before Henry was 1
year old.

No family should go bankrupt be-
cause a child was born with a genetic
condition or hospitalized with a serious
illness. I want to remind my colleagues
that this could happen to any of us at
any time.

Almost 4 years ago, my nephew and
his wonderful wife, Mac and Allie, had
their firstborn girl, and she was born
with only half a heart and spent most
of the first year of her life in the chil-
dren’s hospital at the University of
Michigan. She had incredible care. She
is now almost 4 years old. Little Leigh-
ton is our miracle baby, but she came
out with a whole laundry list of pre-
existing conditions, ongoing chal-
lenges, and a huge healthcare bill that
I know, if we hadn’t had healthcare
coverage, if they weren’t able to get
coverage, they would have done any-
thing—anything—including losing
their home, in order to keep Leighton
alive and thriving. That is what we do
for our kids. That is what we do for our
families. Too many people have been
put in that position.

That is one of the reasons the Afford-
able Care Act was put in place, to give
some options so that you wouldn’t
have to focus on losing everything in
order to protect your child’s life. So
that is what is at stake right now.

Unfortunately, this administration is
trying to turn the clock back to a time
when filing for bankruptcy or not being
able to get your child the lifesaving
medical care they need was all too
common. All people with preexisting
conditions deserve to know that their
health insurance will be there when
they need it, just like Henry’s was.

Half of the people in Michigan have
preexisting conditions, and they want
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to know that they are going to be OK,
that their healthcare coverage is not
going to be ripped away. I want that
for them too. I want that for all of us.

Healthcare isn’t political; it is per-
sonal. It is time to stop playing poli-
tics with people’s health and work to
protect Henry and his family and all of
our families.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

HONG KONG

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President,
over the past few months we have all
watched as the pro-democracy pro-
testers in Hong Kong turned the tables
on Beijing, and, indeed, we have passed
legislation in this Chamber and the
President has signed that, addressing
the issue.

Hong Kong’s recent elections really
were a stunning rebuke to Beijing.

Seven in 10 eligible voters risked per-
secution to speak out at the ballot box,
and the government’s allies’ political
control over Hong XKong collapsed.
Hong Kong wants their freedom. We
are proud of those freedom fighters. We
continue to support them. But we also
must recognize that Beijing’s crimes
spread far beyond the world of
cellphone cameras and fearless jour-
nalism.

In the far west Xinjiang region, Chi-
nese officials are perpetrating a dif-
ferent and even more horrific human
rights violation. Xinjiang is home to 11
million Uighurs, an indigenous Turkic
Muslim ethnic minority that the Chi-
nese Government has tormented for
decades. Although the Uighurs built
their lives and a booming economy in
China, they feel more culturally and
ethnically close to their neighbors liv-
ing in Central Asian nations.

Much like Tibet, Xinjiang is an au-
tonomous region that, after the Com-
munists subjugated the area in 1949,
the central government increased its
control over the lives of Uighurs by op-
pressing commercial, religious, and
cultural activity deemed inconsistent
with state doctrine. Think about that;
the Chinese Communists said these ac-
tivities are inconsistent with state doc-
trine.

In the wake of 9/11, China seized on
the actions of Uighur separatists to
create a propaganda campaign com-
paring the separatists to Al Qaeda.
They use these accusations to blame
the Uighur population at large for un-
rest and crack down mercilessly on
even peaceful protest. In 2016, the gov-
ernment further ramped up persecution
of Uighurs under the guise of repress-
ing antigovernment activity.
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Their current playbook really looks
familiar: arbitrary detention of over a
million Uighurs and other ethnic mi-
norities in concentration camps that
they have labeled ‘‘political re-edu-
cation centers;” torture for those who
fail to tell the Communist Party what
the Communist Party wants to hear;
compulsory digital and physical sur-
veillance and the merciless eradication
of free expression, freedom of religion,
and basic expectations of privacy.

The camps have garnered widespread
international attention, in spite of Chi-
nese officials’ uncompromising repres-
sion of foreign journalists, but the gov-
ernment’s pervasive digital surveil-
lance programs are putting the Com-
munist Party in a position to racially
profile and persecute those who threat-
en China’s plans for dominance.

Yesterday’s New York Times fea-
tured a story detailing how Chinese
Government officials are forcibly col-
lecting blood samples from the Uighurs
with the ultimate goal of using DNA to
improve facial recognition capabilities.
Although the government claims that
these capabilities will place a new tool
in law enforcement’s tool box, human
rights watchdogs rightfully fear that
Beijing will use it to justify even more
intense racial profiling and persecu-
tion.

These violations are all committed
by a member of the United Nations
Human Rights Council. These are going
almost completely ignored by the
international community. The EU and
the European academic institutions
have supported China’s research and
development of facial recognition tech-
nology, often without verifying that
the necessary DNA samples were not
forcibly obtained.

Unfortunately, American technology
companies have supported and profited
from China’s increasingly sophisti-
cated surveillance capabilities. Tour-
ists and corporate partners will once
again flock to Beijing for the 2022
Olympic Games, even though they are
fully aware—fully aware—that the Chi-
nese Government will track them,
record them, surveil them, and analyze
their every move.

The Trump administration’s crack-
down on tech exports to Huawei and
other Chinese entities, that sent a
strong message to Beijing. Just last
month, I joined my colleagues in a let-
ter to Secretaries Pompeo, Mnuchin,
and Ross urging them to sanction indi-
vidual Chinese officials responsible for
ordering and coordinating mass intern-
ment and forced labor in Xinjiang.

But most leaders and executives even
in the West fail to realize that China’s
bad behavior is an indication of their
global ambitions. China thinks power
and the almighty dollar—not freedom—
rule the day. Everything China does,
from their military activity in the
South China Sea and the Horn of Afri-
ca, to the flood of Chinese-made prod-
ucts into the global market, is done
with the goal of exporting their de-
structive, repressive ideology.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-09T01:26:53-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




