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away. I look forward to catching an-
other Illini/Mizzou Braggin’ Rights bas-
ketball game with Mike. And his holi-
day dinner is a favorite of the season
for my wife, Loretta, and me.

I am excited to see what Mike does
next and I am proud to call him a
friend.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD).

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. HARRIS. Madam President, I
was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 368 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 47, Eric Ross
Komitee to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of New York.e

———

SECURE ACT

Mr. LEE. Madam President, as more
Americans enjoy longer lives than ever
before, it is more crucial than ever
that retirement plans and the policies
that govern them Kkeep pace with
healthcare innovation and demo-
graphic change. That is the reason why
a bipartisan coalition in both houses of
Congress has proposed the SECURE
Act, to modernize retirement savings
policies.

For the first time, it would give busi-
nesses the option to band together to
create pooled retirement plans for
their employees, helping them save
time and money and expanding access
to millions of workers to an indispen-
sable job benefit. This would especially
help small businesses who would love
to offer their employees retirement
plans but simply cannot afford it on
their own. It would allow graduate and
postdoctoral students to save for their
retirements by contributing income
from their stipends and fellowships to
Individual Retirement Accounts. And
it would allow parents to withdraw re-
tirement funds, without penalty, for
the birth or adoption of a child, pro-
viding special help to younger families
when they need it most.

I support all of the above provisions,
and to see them enacted, I am willing
to accept multiple provisions in this
bill that I oppose. Unfortunately, one
provision goes over the line, would
hurt the very workers it purports to
help, and would set a dangerous prece-
dent for Federal policy. This measure
would allow a handful of select busi-
nesses to cut their required contribu-
tions to their workers’ pension plans,
while still promising those workers full
benefits.

Under current law, if a pension plan
fails to meet its funding target, the
plan sponsor must eliminate the fund-
ing shortfall through additional plan
contributions, plus interest, over 7
years. The bailout in the SECURE Act,
however, would extend that period to
30 years for only a handful of strug-
gling mnewspapers. Additionally, it
would entitle them to legally assume a
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higher return on investment than
other businesses must use.

This would reduce the amount that
certain community newspapers are re-
quired to contribute to their employ-
ees’ plans each month and, given the
longer payback window, would also
make it less likely that these bailed
out companies would ever make up the
shortfall. In other words, this bill
grants a special bailout to a handful of
community newspapers by allowing
them to shortchange their workers’
pensions.

This is bad policy and bad precedent.
This short-sighted strategy might pro-
long the life of these community news-
papers for a while; that is what short-
sighted strategies do. But it would only
do so at the expense of their employees
because, when these newspaper pen-
sions inevitably become insolvent,
which is the trajectory they are al-
ready on, they will most likely end up
in the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration. The PBGC is a federally-char-
tered business that provides pension in-
surance through premiums paid by pri-
vate companies. In other words, all the
companies required to pay into the
PBGC, but that do not receive a special
bailout, will be forced to pay the price.
This is the opposite of ‘‘secure.” We
ought not provide special treatment to
a select group of community news-
papers in the first place. And we cer-
tainly shouldn’t set the precedent that
those bailouts entitle recipients to raid
their workers’ pensions and then force
more prudently run businesses to pick
up the tab.

This is why I have an amendment
that strikes this pension bailout provi-
sion out of the bill. A few weeks ago,
Senator TOOMEY offered a reasonable
path forward for the SECURE Act. He
suggested allowing the Senate to con-
sider the SECURE Act with five Repub-
lican amendments and five Democratic
amendments of their choosing. Unfor-
tunately, Senator MURRAY refused to
accept that proposal, claiming that the
amendments are ‘‘not in the interest of
hardworking Americans.”

I respectfully disagree. In addition to
my amendment, which would stop cor-
porate bailouts and protect workers
from corporate raids on their pension
funds, Senator CRUZ and Senator
BRAUN have amendments to expand 529
savings accounts. Under their pro-
posals, parents and grandparents could
save money for the educational ex-
penses of children with disabilities, for
homeschooling, and for apprenticeships
and training programs.

All of these amendments are ‘‘in the
interests of American workers.” The
Senate should consider each of them. I
hope my Democratic colleagues will
recognize the need to put this bill on
the Senate floor so we can vote on the
underlying text, as well as the reason-
able amendments that have been pro-
posed.

S6821

REMEMBERING KAY HAGAN

Mr. WARNER. Madam President,
Senator Kay Hagan was a great friend
and a devoted public servant. Her loss
has been deeply felt by her many
friends in this Chamber.

Kay and I first got to know each
other when we were running for the
Senate in 2008. Throughout that cam-
paign, we would talk periodically, and
her courage in the face of the attacks
she dealt with said so much about her
character and her strong faith. We
were sworn in together as freshmen
Senators in 2009, and I had the pleasure
of serving alongside her for 6 years.

Throughout her time in the Senate,
Kay served the people of North Caro-
lina with integrity. I knew her to be
someone who approached every chal-
lenge not as a member of a particular
political party but as someone who
wanted to do right by the people of
North Carolina, who were always her
top priority.

She brought a valuable perspective
on financial matters and significant
experience in that arena to the Senate,
having worked in the banking sector in
North Carolina. During her time on
Capitol Hill, she was known as a legis-
lator who was always willing to listen
to good ideas—no matter which side of
the aisle they came from. I saw this
firsthand whenever we collaborated on
legislation.

Through her work Senator Hagan
sought to leave behind a better nation
for our future generations. In our first
year in the Senate, we worked closely
together on the value and innovation
amendment package—an ambitious set
of amendments to encourage innova-
tion and drive down costs in
healthcare. I was also proud to have
worked with her on legislation to do
things like strengthen America’s hous-
ing finance system and bring jobs back
to the United States.

Born in Shelby, NC, Kay got involved
in public service early on, working as a
Senate intern in the 1970s and eventu-
ally going on to work on Governor Jim
Hunt’s campaigns in her home of Guil-
ford County. Before being elected to
the Senate, she served in the North
Carolina State Senate for 10 years,
where she cochaired the budget com-
mittee.

Senator Hagan blazed the trail as
North Carolina’s first female demo-
cratic Senator and as the second
woman to ever serve as Senator of her
State. Championing a number of bills
to fund expanded screening for
newborns, provide medical assistance
to families exposed to toxic drinking
water, and safeguard tuition funding
for servicemembers, Senator Hagan
spent her career fighting for the well-
being of North Carolina families.

Senator Hagan will be remembered as
a leader within her community and as
someone who was not afraid to stand
for what was right. My heart goes out
to her husband, Chip; her three chil-
dren, Jeannette, Tilden and Carrie; her
beloved grandchildren; and her whole
family.
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TRIBUTE TO MARK COVALL

Mr. TOOMEY. Madam President, I
rise to recognize Mr. Mark Covall, who,
after 34 years with the National Asso-

ciation for Behavioral Healthcare,
NABH, is retiring.
For the past 24 years, Mark ably

served as the president and CEO of the
NABH, which was founded in 1933 to ad-
vocate for the interests of behavioral
healthcare systems and providers that
treat children, adolescents, adults, and
senior citizens with mental health and
substance use disorders. Under Mark’s
steadfast leadership, NABH helped to
secure parity in mental and general
healthcare services, paving the way for
the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici
Mental Health Parity and Addiction
Equity Act of 2008. More recently,
Mark and NABH helped to ensure that
Congress enacted the Comprehensive
Addiction and Recovery Act and 21st
Century Cures Act in 2016 and the SUP-
PORT for Patients and Communities
Act in 2018.

Mark’s leadership in coalition-build-
ing, as well as his work to develop
strong relationships with behavioral
healthcare providers, government offi-
cials, and associations such as the
American Hospital Association, the
National Alliance on Mental Illness,
Mental Health America, and the Ken-
nedy Forum, explain why he has been
as effective in influencing regulation
as he has been in advancing legislation.
I am told others in the behavioral
health field would go to Mark for his
insight, knowing he is one of the be-
havioral healthcare community’s most
well-informed and strongest advocates.

Today, I join others in the mental
health community in thanking Mark
Covall for his decades of leadership,
dedication, and passion for ensuring
that millions of Americans have access
to quality mental health and addiction
treatment services.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING TOMATO EXPRESS

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, as the
chairman of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week I recognize a small business
that exemplifies the unique American
entrepreneurial spirit. Small busi-
nesses are the backbone of our econ-
omy: creating jobs, fostering economic
growth, and providing services to their
local communities. This week, it is my
pleasure to honor a small business that
exemplifies these qualities, Tomato
Express of Kissimmee, FL.

More than 28 years ago, the Siracuza
family decided to immigrate to the
United States, leaving behind their
home in Argentina and bringing with
them the hope of achieving the Amer-
ican dream. When Pedro, Stella, and
Luis Siracuza arrived in Florida, they
discovered that quality Hispanic foods
were difficult to find in their Kis-
simmee community. This observation
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marked the beginning of their entre-
preneurial journey. In November 1991,
the Siracuzas opened the first Tomato
Express, a small produce stand selling
local fruits and vegetables. As
Kissimmee’s Hispanic population grew,
Tomato Express’s business expanded
until their produce stand became too
small to support their customer base
and sales numbers. After securing pri-
vate funding and a Small Business Ad-
ministration loan, the Siracuza family
was able to grow from a small produce
stand into a larger grocery store.

Today, Tomato Express still focuses
on their original vision, supplying
quality Hispanic foods for their com-
munity. The Tomato Express grocery
store now offers locally sourced fruit,
vegetables, meat, and imported beers
and wines. In its deli and bakery, To-
mato Express offers various homemade
Hispanic dishes from both Central and
South America, but its main focus re-
mains authentic Argentinian cuisine.

The Siracuza family has been recog-
nized for their part in making Kis-
simmee the dynamic and innovative
community that it is today. In 2016, the
Osceola Chamber of Commerce pre-
sented Stella Siracuza with the
Compadre Award commemorating her
numerous contributions to the His-
panic community. As a family-owned
business, Tomato Express is dedicated
to giving back to the community that
is their home. For example, Tomato
Express is a devoted sponsor to
Orlando’s Community Vision, Inc.,
which aims to allocate resources to
solve the community’s complex issues
with innovative solutions. The
Siracuzas’ expansion and success of To-
mato Express has also inspired entre-
preneurs in their community to open
Hispanic food businesses.

Today, the Siracuza family’s initia-
tive and passion has made them a vital
part of the Kissimmee community and
economy. The Siracuzas’ entrepre-
neurial journey is a key example of the
success that can be achieved through
dignified work. I offer my sincere con-
gratulations to the Siracuza family
and the entire team at Tomato Ex-
press, and I look forward to watching
your continued growth and success.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:07 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that pursuant to 20 U.S.C.
2103(b), and the order of the House of
January 3, 2019, the Speaker appoints
the following individual to the Board of
Trustees of the American Folklife Cen-
ter in the Library of Congress on the
part of the House of Representatives

for a term of 6 years: Mr. Robert
Anacletus Underwood of Hagatna,
Guam.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 6:09 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore
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(Mr. BEYER) has signed the following
enrolled bills:

H.R. 887. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
877 East 1200 South in Orem, Utah, as the
“Jerry C. Washburn Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 1252. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 65631 Van Nuys Boulevard in Van Nuys,
California, as the ‘‘Marilyn Monroe Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 1253. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 13507 Van Nuys Boulevard in Pacoima,
California, as the ‘‘Ritchie Valens Post Of-
fice Building’’.

H.R. 1526. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 200 Israel Road Southeast in Tumwater,
Washington, as the ‘“‘Eva G. Hewitt Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 1844. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 66 Grove Court in Elgin, Illinois, as the
“Corporal Alex Martinez Memorial Post Of-
fice Building”’.

H.R. 1972. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1100 West Kent Avenue in Missoula, Mon-
tana, as the ‘‘Jeannette Rankin Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 2151. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 7722 South Main Street in Pine Plains,
New York, as the ‘‘Senior Chief Petty Officer
Shannon M. Kent Post Office”.

H.R. 2325. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 100 Calle Alondra in San Juan, Puerto
Rico, as the ‘‘65th Infantry Regiment Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 2334. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based
outpatient clinic in Odessa, Texas, as the
“Wilson and Young Medal of Honor VA Clin-
ic”.

H.R. 2451. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 575 Dexter Street in Central Falls, Rhode
Island, as the ‘‘Elizabeth Buffum Chace Post
Office”’.

H.R. 3144. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 8520 Michigan Avenue in Whittier, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“‘Jose Ramos Post Office Build-
ing”.

H.R. 3314. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1750 McCulloch Boulevard North in Lake
Havasu City, Arizona, as the ‘‘Lake Havasu
City Combat Veterans Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3315. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Almonds Grown in California; Revi-
sions to the Accepted User Program Require-
ments and New Information Collection’ ((7
CFR Part 981) (Docket No. AMS-SC-18-0099))
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on November 26, 2019; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-3316. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Dried Prunes Produced in California;
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