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floor, listening to this. You are a great
man.

The fact doesn’t escape me that we
are standing in the U.S. Senate, a body
that has seen so many great Senators
over the years. We can go back and
have a history lesson on Clay, Calhoun,
La Follette, MURRAY, Wheeler, Mans-
field, Metcalf, and all of these folks.
The truth, though, is the reason we are
all here, talking today, is that JOHNNY
ISAKSON is a very special guy, and he is
special for a number of reasons.

He treats everybody with respect,
and because of that, everybody treats
him with respect. His word is his bond,
and his handshake is worth something
in this body, which is not something
you see all the time. JOHNNY is some-
body who can get things done. I speak
from experience in being the ranking
member on the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. He has shepherded
through many, many very difficult
pieces of legislation, and he has done it
because he has developed trust.

If we ever get in a foxhole together,
JOHNNY, I will have your back. Do you
know what? I know you will have mine
because you have exhibited it before. It
has been such an incredible pleasure to
be in this body, serving with you. You
are one of those guys who doesn’t have
to be disagreeable, but if you disagree,
you can disagree. Thank you very
much. It has been a pleasure to serve
with you.

Godspeed to my friend JOHNNY ISAK-
SON.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM. JOHNNY, at some
point, this has to be painful for you.
Very few people get together at their
own funerals.

What we are trying to say is that we
like you. You are a breath of fresh air
in a body that has a hard time agreeing
on much. I have known you since I got
into politics. I served in the House with
you, and I have served in the Senate
with you. I have traveled the world
with you. I have played golf with you.
I have had dinner with you. I have got-
ten to know your family.

To sum it up, when it comes to being
a U.S. Senator, JOHNNY ISAKSON has be-
come the gold standard.

God bless you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

NOMINATION OF SARAH E. PITLYK

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I want
to turn to the nomination that is pend-
ing before the Senate and that we will
be voting on as soon as I finish my re-
marks.

I have come to the floor many times
to speak in opposition to President
Trump’s ideologically driven, deeply
partisan judicial nominees and to ex-
press my frustration that under Repub-
lican leadership, the Senate is
rubberstamping one lifetime judicial
nomination after another. The Repub-
lican leaders have been willing to
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rubberstamp these nominees whose
qualifications are in doubt. A record
number have been deemed unqualified
by the American Bar Association,
whose impartiality is virtually non-
existent and who are, without a doubt,
chosen for their commitment to up-
holding President Trump’s agenda
rather than to upholding our Nation’s
laws.

These nominees have sided with
shady for-profit colleges rather than
with student loan borrowers—just like
the President’s Department of Edu-
cation. President Trump’s nominees

have followed his footsteps on
healthcare, ruling and speaking
against expanding affordable

healthcare to more families. They have
allowed major corporations to skirt
rules that are intended to help address
the urgent threat of the climate crisis.

Perhaps most consistently, President
Trump’s judicial nominees have ad-
hered to rigid, backward, deeply harm-
ful ideology when it comes to reproduc-
tive healthcare. One called Roe v. Wade
“radical abortion rights.” Another
pushed pseudoscience and claimed that
birth control can lead to suicide.

The vast majority of women and men
in our country would agree that these
are not positions you would want a
supposedly impartial judge to espouse.
Unfortunately, what I have just laid
out pales in comparison to what we
know of the judicial nominee we are
considering today, Sarah Pitlyk.

Ms. Pitlyk, whom the American Bar
Association rated as ‘‘unqualified,” has
actively worked to erode women’s ac-
cess to birth control and abortion. She
even defended legislation that would
have allowed landlords to have evicted
their tenants and employers to have
fired their employees simply because
they had used birth control or had got-
ten pregnant before they had gotten
married.

These views are already wildly
invasive and disqualifying. Unfortu-
nately, there is more.

Ms. Pitlyk has also not only ex-
pressed her personal bias against as-
sisted reproductive technology, or
ART, but she has actually authored
briefs that have argued that surrogacy
and ART have ‘‘grave effects on soci-
ety.”

I am very proud to have personally
worked to expand access to in vitro fer-
tilization, or IVF, especially for our
military families who struggle with in-
fertility, and I firmly believe all fami-
lies who face this painful challenge
should have our strong support.

My good friend the junior Senator
from Illinois, who has spoken power-
fully about her struggles with fertility
and how IVF gave her the opportunity
to realize her dream of motherhood,
wrote in a letter to our colleagues: ‘‘As
a mother who struggled with infertility
for years and required IVF to start my
family, I would be one of the many
Americans who could never enter Ms.
Pitlyk’s courtroom with any reason-
able expectation that my case would be
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adjudicated in a fair and impartial
manner.”’

Given Ms. Pitlyk’s record of sup-
porting cruel policies that would pun-
ish women for accessing basic
healthcare like birth control, her sup-
port for banning women from exer-
cising their right to abortion, as well
as her personal bias and professional
actions against starting a family via
assisted reproductive technology, I be-
lieve a vote in favor of Ms. Pitlyk’s
nomination would be indefensible.

That is why I ask my colleagues on
the Republican side to stop and really
consider this vote. If confirmed, Ms.
Pitlyk’s tenure on the courts will last
for decades—well beyond President
Trump’s last day in the White House.
That would mean, for years and years,
decisions would be made that we can
only expect would harm women and
families, restrict women'’s access to re-
productive healthcare, and even poten-
tially jeopardize their ability to be-
come parents. In other words, a vote
for Ms. Pitlyk now will keep hurting
people long after the President’s name-
calling on Twitter doesn’t drive head-
lines anymore.

I urge all of my colleagues to do the
right thing for women and families
today and for years to come and join
me in opposing this nomination on the
floor.

I yield the floor.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Sarah E. Pitlyk, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.

Mitch McConnell, John Boozman, Rich-
ard Burr, Shelley Moore Capito, John
Cornyn, Mike Crapo, John Barrasso,
Roy Blunt, John Thune, Steve Daines,
Thom Tillis, Kevin Cramer, Chuck
Grassley, Tom Cotton, Rick Scott,
Cindy Hyde-Smith, David Perdue.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Sarah H. Pitlyk, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Missouri, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”
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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Ms.
MCSALLY). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 371 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Fischer Perdue
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Blackburn Graham Risch
Blunt Grassley Roberts
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe
Cassidy Isakson :zgzz Egé’;
Cornyn Johnson Shelby
Cotton Kennedy .
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thu-ne
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Daines McSally Toomey
Enzi Moran Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
NAYS—43

Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Bennet Heinrich Schatz
Blumenthal Hirono Schumer
Brown Jones Shaheen
Cantwell Kaine Sinema
Cardin King Smith
Carper Leahy Stabenow
Casey Manchin N
Collins Markey 53%6}1

all
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley
Duckworth Murphy Wa?ner
Durbin Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Peters Wyden
Gillibrand Reed

NOT VOTING—T7

Booker Murkowski Warren
Harris Rounds
Klobuchar Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 43.

The motion is agreed to.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the remaining
votes in this series be 10 minutes each
in length.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will read.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Douglas Russell Cole, of Ohio, to be
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of Ohio.

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Steve
Daines, James E. Risch, Roger F.
Wicker, Pat Roberts, John Thune,
Mike Rounds, Roy Blunt, Mike Crapo,
John Boozman, John Cornyn, Lindsey
Graham, Thom Tillis, David Perdue,
Chuck Grassley, Rick Scott.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Douglas Russell Cole, of Ohio, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Ohio, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI),
and the Senator from South Dakota
(Mr. ROUNDS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote or change their vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 62,
nays 29.

[Rollcall Vote No. 372 Ex.]

YEAS—62

Alexander Enzi Paul
Barrasso Ernst Perdue
Blackburn Fischer Portman
Blunt Gardner Reed
Boozman Graham Risch
Braun Grassley Roberts
grown gawley Romney

urr oeven R
Capito Hyde-Smith 1;::51:
Carper Inhofe

Scott (FL)
Casey Jones
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (SC)
Collins King Shelby
Coons Lankford Sinema
Cornyn Leahy Sullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Manchin Tillis
Crapo McConnell Toomey
Cruz McSally Whitehouse
Daines Moran Wicker
Durbin Murphy Young
NAYS—29
Baldwin Heinrich Schumer
Bennet Hirono Shaheen
Blumenthal Kaine Smith
Cantwell Markey Stabenow
Cardin Menendez Tester
Cortez Masto Merkley Udall
Duckworth Murray Van Hollen
Feinstein Peters
Gillibrand Rosen g;ﬁg?
Hassan Schatz
NOT VOTING—9

Booker Johnson Rounds
Harris Klobuchar Sanders
Isakson Murkowski Warren

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
are 62, the nays are 29.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

CHANGE OF VOTE

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, on
rollcall vote 372, I voted no. It was my
intention to vote aye. Therefore, I ask
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unanimous consent that I be permitted
to change my vote since it will not af-
fect the outcome.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The foregoing tally has Dbeen
changed to reflect the above order.)

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of R. Austin Huffaker, Jr., of Ala-
bama, to be United States District Judge for
the Middle District of Alabama.

Steve Daines, Roy Blunt, John Thune,
Richard Burr, John Cornyn, Chuck
Grassley, Tom Cotton, Rick Scott,
Mike Crapo, Shelley Moore Capito,
John Boozman, Roger F. Wicker, Cindy
Hyde-Smith, David Perdue, Mike
Rounds, John Hoeven, Mitch McCon-
nell.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of R. Austin Huffaker, Jr., of Alabama,
to be United States District Judge for
the Middle District of Alabama, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), and
the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 88,
nays 4, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 373 Ex.]

YEAS—88
Alexander Casey Feinstein
Baldwin Cassidy Fischer
Barrasso Collins Gardner
Bennet Coons Graham
Blackburn Cornyn Grassley
Blumenthal Cortez Masto Hassan
Blunt Cotton Hawley
Boozman Cramer Heinrich
Braun Crapo Hoeven
Brown Cruz Hyde-Smith
Burr Daines Inhofe
Cantwell Duckworth Johnson
Capito Durbin Jones
Cardin Enzi Kaine
Carper Ernst Kennedy
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