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There is one classic story that really
distills this man’s character. Most peo-
ple who have hung around JOHNNY and
his team long enough know the famous
tale of the ‘‘gin and tonic in the laun-
dry room.”’

Here is the deal: Back in 2006, JOHNNY
was still a new Senator. We were tack-
ling some thorny pension issues, and
thousands of Georgians stood to be af-
fected if things didn’t get hammered
out. So this freshman Senator dove in.
He went toe to toe with big players
like Ted Kennedy and Bill Young over
in the House. He didn’t get a seat on
the conference committee, but he basi-
cally appointed himself an honorary
member. JOHNNY worked it like crazy.
He sleuthed out where they would be
meeting, and he spoke to everyone. Be-
cause it is JOHNNY we are talking
about, we know how this ends: He de-
livered for Georgia.

Afterward, the Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution wanted to hear how this
freshman Senator had pulled off this
victory. Among other things, the re-
porter asked how JOHNNY had cele-
brated. Did he clear out the champagne
at some beltway steakhouse?

Here is what he said:

Isakson said that after the vote, he went
straight back to his Capitol Hill area apart-
ment and celebrated—by doing his laundry.
He did not want to leave dirty clothes behind
for a month.

He said further: ‘“‘So as I was putting
coins in the machine, I had a gin and
tonic in the laundry room.”’

This anecdote is almost the perfect
encapsulation of JOHNNY ISAKSON. It
starts with tenacity and a can-do spir-
it, propelled forward by charisma,
smarts, and stubborn patience. It ends
with a win for Georgians and one
celebratory cocktail while being wrist-
deep in laundry detergent.

Yet there is one other story, I think,
that reflects this remarkable leader
even more perfectly. It starts with one
name—Kate Puzey.

In 2009, JOHNNY was reading his local
paper and found an obituary for a
young lady from northern Georgia who
had been in Africa with the Peace
Corps. She was just 24. JOHNNY didn’t
know Kate and didn’t know her family,
but he felt called to attend her funeral.
He sat quietly in the very back and lis-
tened to her friends, her family, min-
isters, and Peace Corps colleagues.

Unassumingly, he invited the family
to stay in touch if there was anything
he could ever do. Only later, did they
relate what wasn’t in the obituary.
Kate had been murdered in the dark of
night after sounding the alarm on child
abuse in her village in the African
country of Benin.

JOHNNY ISAKSON was on the case from
that day forward. Not only was he a
fixture on the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, but he was actually the rank-
ing member on the Africa Sub-
committee. So he put a framed photo
of Kate on his desk and leapt into ac-
tion. Senator ISAKSON flew to Benin to
personally lean on its President. He
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met with Peace Corps officials. He
built a legislative coalition for reforms
to better protect volunteers.

As I said earlier, because this is
JOHNNY ISAKSON we are talking about,
we know how the story ends—with re-
sults. He helped Kate’s parents pursue
justice, and just a couple of years after
JOHNNY sat down in that pew, the Kate
Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer Protec-
tion Act was law.

Now, that is JOHNNY ISAKSON in one
story. He starts out trying to do good
for his neighbors and winds up literally
changing the world.

Of course, changing the world can be
grueling work. We all know JOHNNY’S
health has made his tireless service
more and more challenging in recent
months. As much as the other 99 of us
hate to hear it, he has decided it is
time to find new ways to serve that
don’t involve twice weekly air travel or
winding trips through the Capitol Com-
plex.

But we know our friend is not riding
off into the sunset or kicking up his
heels. T know he is bound and deter-
mined to keep putting his expertise
and institutional knowledge to work
on behalf of Georgians who need him. I
have no doubt that he will keep on ad-
vocating for Georgians with a pen and
a phone, more friends across the coun-
try than anyone can count up, and
maybe a few of his eight grandchildren
by his side. It sounds like a pretty en-
viable work arrangement, and no doubt
JOHNNY has earned it. He has earned
the right to a little less late night vot-
ing and a little more time with his
lovely wife Dianne.

So on behalf of all of his colleagues,
I will tell JOHNNY to go ahead and relax
just a little and maybe find something
to drink, but, this time around, he
should enjoy it on the front porch with
Dianne and leave the laundry until
later.

We are savoring our last few weeks
alongside our good friend here in the
Senate. We are so lucky to have called
him our colleague.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Eric Ross
Komitee, of New York, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of New York.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA TRADE
AGREEMENT

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to be on the
floor today to speak about something
of significance, certainly to Kansas but
to the country.

We await House action on USMCA—
the trade agreement between Canada,
the United States and Mexico. It is a
trade agreement that is attempting to
replace NAFTA and an agreement that
is of significance, as I say, to the folks
back home in my State.

For the last 2 years, I have engaged
in a campaign to try to elevate the im-
portance and to make sure my col-
leagues, the administration, and people
here in Congress understand how im-
portant exports and trade are to the
United States’ economy.

In Kansas, we are an export State.
What we produce, what we manufac-
ture, and what we grow in the fields of
our State in many, many instances end
up someplace else outside the United
States.

I have spoken on the Senate floor be-
fore. I have met with the President. I
have talked to his Cabinet officials. I
wrote an open letter to U.S. agricul-
tural groups, encouraging them to
fully engage in support for USMCA ap-
proval. I have had speaking engage-
ments in places across the country,
trying to rally farmers and ranchers
and manufacturers and others to fight
to preserve our trading relationship
with Canada and Mexico.

On Saturday, at home in Kansas, I
was with the Kansas Farm Bureau at a
townhall. It kicked off their 101st an-
nual meeting to discuss issues facing
Kansas agriculture. The topic of trade
and its importance to the products
that we grow was the most important
and most discussed topic at that town-
hall meeting.

USMCA was signed over a year ago.
It is time for the House to pass this im-
portant agreement, and, in order for
the House to pass it, the Speaker needs
to bring it up for a vote.

Canada and Mexico are Kansas’s No.
1 and No. 2 export markets. They ac-
count for over one-third of exports
from our State. Since 2013, unfortu-
nately, farm income at home has fallen
by 50 percent. So net farm income in
Kansas is down half in the last 6 years.

Many producers are struggling. They
have struggled to hang on to their op-
erations, and when farmers aren’t
doing well, it means that the commu-
nities they live in and support aren’t
doing well. The question is often this:
What business will we lose when farm-
ers are not having financial success?
What young men and women who grew
up on a farm or grew up in that small
town will, perhaps, even reluctantly,
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find a job someplace else because the
economy is not helpful to them as they
start their careers?

USMCA will continue to provide
duty-free market access to farm com-
modities, while also expanding trade
opportunities for dairy producers and
leveling the playing field for the wheat
we export to Canada.

USMCA is important to manufactur-
ers as well. USMCA will protect the in-
tegrated North American supply chain
that is critical to manufacturers in our
State.

Wichita is known as the air capital of
the world due to aerospace and avia-
tion manufacturing. Kansas is also
home to automobile, farm equipment,
and other manufacturers.

Twenty-five percent of Kansas manu-
facturers—mostly, small to medium-
size businesses—export to Canada and
Mexico.

Nearly 25 years after its enactment,
NAFTA was due to be modernized and
to reflect changes in today’s economy.
USMCA will strengthen the rules on in-
tellectual property rights and address
digital trade issues. This modernized
agreement will serve as a template for
future trade negotiations, putting the
United States in the driver’s seat for
setting global trade rules and norms.

Kansas, as I said, is an export State.
If we are not exporting, the ability to
earn a living, to save a family farm,
and to keep our small manufacturers
across the communities that dot our
State disappears. The ability to earn a
living in Kansas depends upon selling
food and manufactured goods around
the world.

We must continue the fight for more
trade, not less. Again, I ask the House
of Representatives to quickly consider
and please do not let this calendar year
come to an end without the NAFTA re-
placement in place.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

IMPEACHMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, as
the House of Representatives continues
to hold hearings as part of the im-
peachment inquiry into President
Trump, it is incumbent on all of us
here in the Senate to review the evi-
dence, keep an open mind, and avoid
prejudging the case. If impeachment
articles are served to the Senate, Sen-
ators must act as judges and jurors,
take an oath to do impartial justice,
and see to it that the Senate conducts
a fair trial.

So I have been hugely disappointed in
the partisan conduct of some of my col-
leagues on the Republican side, who, in
their rush to defend the President,
have attacked career public servants
and former members of the armed serv-
ices because they didn’t like their tes-
timony, and then they spread baseless
conspiracy theories and use their pow-
ers of a congressional office to play de-
fense for the President.

The Republican chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee, for example, has
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attempted to send the State Depart-
ment on a wild fishing expedition for
documents to support an already de-
bunked rightwing conspiracy theory.

Meanwhile, the State Department is
blocking or delaying the production of
documents related to several legiti-
mate and ongoing investigations, many
of which were requested months ago.

I would expect that Senator GRA-
HAM’s request, outlandish as it is,
would go at the back of the line. It
would be another total debasement to
the process if Secretary Pompeo were
to further politicize the production of
documents to Congress and say it is OK
to release the documents that Senator
GRAHAM wants but not the ones that
the House committee wanted. Privilege
is privilege. I don’t believe it applies in
each case, but it is privilege. You can’t
do it to one and not the other.

Also, it is appalling that, in recent
days, certain Members on the other
side of the aisle have repeated the lie
invented by Vladimir Putin’s intel-
ligence services that Ukraine was
somehow involved in 2016 election in-
terference.

I have a simple message for my Re-
publican colleagues: Stop spreading
Putin’s propaganda.

By spreading the false and unsup-
ported narrative that Ukraine, not just
Putin, was responsible for interfering
in the 2016 elections, Republicans are
endangering our democracy and em-
powering Vladimir Putin at the same
time. Even wondering aloud about the
debunked Ukrainian interference the-
ory helps Putin muddy the waters and
deflect the blame away from his coun-
try, which our intelligence services
have all agreed—I think it is 17 of
them—that he interfered in the elec-
tion. He is trying to create a diversion,
and our Republican colleagues are
going along.

Republicans need to stop putting the
wind into the sails of Putin’s propa-
ganda. More than that, Republicans
need to forcefully and unequivocally
refute the lie that Ukraine had any-
thing to do with election interference
in 2016.

ELECTION SECURITY AND DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS

Madam President, on election secu-
rity and the NDAA, earlier this year,
FBI Director Wray, Trump’s appointee
to run the FBI, said: ‘“The Russians are
absolutely intent on trying to interfere
with our elections.” That is what Mr.
Wray said in response to a question
from the senior Senator from South
Carolina. Director Wray went on to
say: “My view is, until they stop, they
haven’t been deterred enough.” As a re-
minder to my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle, Director Wray is a Re-
publican and Trump appointee.

It is the testimony of Director Wray
and other national security Ileaders
over the past 3 years that has rein-
forced our commitment on the Demo-
cratic side to secure passage of legisla-
tion that includes tough, mandatory,
and deterrent sanctions against Putin
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and against any foreign adversary who
would seek to interfere with our elec-
tions.

This wasn’t a figment of our imagi-
nation; this came from our own intel-
ligence and security agencies, that
Russia interfered and that they are
going to keep interfering until we stop
them. So it is not a radical idea; it is
a bipartisan idea. It is a part of bipar-
tisan legislation introduced by Sen-
ators VAN HOLLEN and MENENDEZ and
supported by Senators RUBIO and GRA-
HAM. This legislation needs to be in-
cluded in the Defense authorization
bill. Defending our democracy is at the
core of our Nation’s defense. But at the
moment, it is being blocked by Repub-
lican Leader MCCONNELL and several
Republican committee chairs.

I am sure Leader MCCONNELL and his
colleagues, rather than explain their
opposition, will do what they usually
do: point their fingers at Democrats
and say ‘‘They are holding up the De-
fense bill; we are not.” That is a time-
honored Republican tradition, to de-
flect blame, and it just doesn’t hold
water.

Just this morning, we heard the Re-
publican leader claim that Democrats
are not supporting the defense pro-
grams needed to counter Russia. This
is laughable coming from the other
side when it is Leader MCCONNELL who
has fought so often to prevent funding
to protect us from Russian inter-
ference. It is my Republican counter-
parts who green-lit the President’s
treating the Defense Department as a
personal piggy bank, including raiding
funds from the European Deterrence
Initiative—a  program designed to
counter Russia—to build the Presi-
dent’s wall.

Democrats are ready to roll up their
sleeves and work with our Republican
colleagues to clear any substantive ob-
jections they might have to election
interference sanctions legislation, as
well as any other issue they might
have with the Defense authorization
bill, but we need to get serious soon
about including these provisions. The
annual Defense bill might be our last
chance to pass significant reforms to
secure our elections.

So, Leader MCCONNELL, are you for
securing our elections against Russia
or not? Because if you are for it, we
can move this Defense bill forward
much more quickly.

What is holding it up, in good part, is
Leader MCCONNELL’s opposition to
spending the funds necessary and the
legislation and sanctions necessary to
stop Russia from interfering.

TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY ISAKSON

Madam President, on a bittersweet
note, JOHNNY ISAKSON—what a fine
man. Today, Members of this Chamber
will hold a bipartisan lunch to say
goodbye to one of our most beloved col-
leagues, JOHNNY ISAKSON of Georgia,
who is retiring before the end of the
year.

Over the last few months, there have
been numerous tributes to JOHNNY on
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