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APPROPRIATIONS 

Madam President, on appropriations, 
later today, the Senate is set to pass a 
continuing resolution to fund the gov-
ernment through December 20, which 
will send it to the President’s desk. I 
am optimistic that the passage of the 
continuing resolution today will be 
something from which Congress can 
build—a sign that appropriators from 
both sides of the aisle will be ready to 
work together to settle government 
funding by the end of the calendar 
year. 

With another month’s time at our 
disposal, the appropriations process 
can now go down one of two paths. On 
the first path, President Trump stays 
out of our way and gives Congress the 
space to work together and find agree-
ment. On the second path, President 
Trump stomps his feet, makes impos-
sible demands, and prevents his party— 
the Republicans—from coming to a fair 
arrangement. 

The first path leads to a bipartisan 
deal on appropriations and guaranteed, 
long-term funding for both Republican 
and Democratic priorities. The second 
path leads, as we all know, to another 
Trump government shutdown. I hope 
the passage of the continuing resolu-
tion will be the first step down the bi-
partisan path that will lead to success-
ful agreement by the end of the year. 

HONG KONG 
Madam President, on Hong Kong, 2 

days ago, the Senate passed legislation, 
by unanimous consent, committing the 
United States to stand with the brave 
citizens of Hong Kong, who are now en-
gaged in a fierce struggle to defend 
their civil and human rights. Last 
night, the House of Representatives 
followed suit by a vote of 417 to 1. Only 
a short time ago, I took part in a bipar-
tisan signing ceremony for the legisla-
tion. Now it will head straight to the 
President’s desk. Congress has just 
sent an unmistakable message to the 
Chinese Communist Party that the 
United States stands with the people of 
Hong Kong. 

President Xi, the U.S. Government 
has spoken. This legislation represents 
what America really thinks about your 
policies toward Hong Kong, not what 
President Trump may whisper in your 
ear. This legislation shows what Amer-
icans think about the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s treatment of Hong 
Kong. 

I would say to President Xi and to 
the Chinese leadership, the Communist 
Party leadership: You cannot be a 
great nation when you oppose freedom, 
deny civil liberties, and brutally sup-
press your own people from one end of 
China to the other, as the Chinese 
Communist Party has done to the peo-
ple of Hong Kong, to the Uighurs, and 
to the millions of citizens whose voices 
have been silenced and whose rights 
have been trampled on by the Chinese 
Government. 

To the people of China, we stand with 
you in freedom. 

To the students and young people in 
Hong Kong, we stand with you. 

To the Uighurs, who simply want to 
practice their religion, we stand with 
you. 

I believe that freedom will prevail 
and that the Chinese system will either 
change or it will fail. History is not 
kind to those who peddle in autocracy 
and suppression. 

I thank all of my colleagues. This 
was one of the rare, fine, bipartisan 
moments on the floor of the Senate. 
Our colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle—the Senators from Florida and 
Idaho, Messrs. RUBIO and RISCH; the 
Senators from Maryland and New Jer-
sey, Messrs. CARDIN and MENENDEZ; as 
well as Senator MERKLEY and Senator 
CORNYN—all worked hard to put to-
gether a very strong bill, and we came 
together. This has been an important 
bipartisan moment. It goes to show 
how Congress is still capable of doing 
big things. 

As we enter the Thanksgiving break, 
we should think about the other issues 
we could debate, about the other bipar-
tisan bills on which we could vote, 
those of lowering the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs, of securing our elections, of 
helping our veterans, and more. Pass-
ing bipartisan legislation should be the 
rule, not the exception. 

It has been several weeks since we 
have had a real debate and a vote on 
any legislation in this Chamber. I hope 
that in the final weeks of this year, 
Leader MCCONNELL will begin to listen 
to the pleas from both sides of the aisle 
to get the Senate working again. 

A happy Thanksgiving to one and all. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas. 
RECOGNIZING THE ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT- 

GAZETTE 
Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I 

come to the floor with the senior Sen-
ator from Arkansas, Mr. BOOZMAN, to 
celebrate a great anniversary. 

Two hundred years ago this week, 
the very first newspaper in Arkansas 
was published. It was called the Arkan-
sas Gazette. We know it today as the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. It is the 
oldest paper west of the Mississippi, an 
institution in our State, and a credit to 
the many outstanding journalists who 
have made it possible over two cen-
turies. 

From its first issue, the Arkansas 
Gazette was a pioneering newspaper, 
published by a young man named Wil-
liam Woodruff who crossed the mighty 
Mississippi into brandnew territory, 
dragging behind him a wooden printing 
press and other tools of the trade. 

The Gazette was first published out 
of a log cabin in the territorial capital, 
Arkansas Post. It reflected the bold as-
pirations of American settlers moving 
West to fulfill our manifest destiny on 
the continent, and it reflected these 
landlocked settlers’ keen awareness 
that events far beyond out little plot of 
soil could shape their lives in dramatic 
ways. 

The first story in the very first edi-
tion reported on a Navy expedition to 

open the Pacific Northwest for Amer-
ican traders. It speculated with excite-
ment about the prosperity that would 
flow to our Nation as Americans fol-
lowed Lewis and Clark west across the 
country. ‘‘The plan may appear vision-
ary,’’ the Gazette remarked, ‘‘but that 
which is now speculation will . . . 
shortly become a fact, and this country 
will be enriched by the overflowings of 
its benefit.’’ 

As the Arkansas Territory grew, Ar-
kansas’s newspaper grew with it. Wood-
ruff moved the paper from Arkansas 
Post to Little Rock in 1821, where it 
would continue to be published for the 
next 198 years with few exceptions, 
such as a devastating fire in the 1850s 
and military occupation during the 
Civil War. 

Just as Arkansas kept its rough- 
hewn, pioneer character, so too did Ar-
kansas’s newspaper, whose staff were 
involved in not one but two gun bat-
tles, including the last recorded duel in 
Arkansas history—between, I am com-
pelled to report, the owners of the Ga-
zette and its upstart competitor, the 
Democrat. 

If William Woodruff was the founding 
father of the Democrat-Gazette, John 
Netherland Heiskell was its Lincoln, 
bringing the paper triumphantly into 
maturity. Heiskell became editor in 
1902 and served in that position for an 
incredible 70 years until his passing in 
1972. The one interruption in Heiskell’s 
remarkable tenure came in 1913, when 
the Governor selected him to serve as a 
U.S. Senator after the death of a sit-
ting Senator. He only served in this 
body for 23 days before a successor was 
elected, and then he hurried back to 
Little Rock and to the Gazette because 
the news waits for no man. 

Over the next half-century, the Ga-
zette established itself as a world-class 
newspaper. It was during this period 
that the Gazette took a bold stand for 
truth in the finest tradition of jour-
nalism by declaring its support for de-
segregation well ahead of the pack in 
1957. The Gazette and its editorial writ-
er, Harry Ashmore, covered the tur-
moil surrounding Little Rock’s inte-
gration with decency and firmness, in-
sisting that Arkansas fulfill its obliga-
tion to all our citizens on an equal 
basis, without regard to race. This edi-
torial crusade lost more than a few 
subscriptions, but it won the Gazette 
two Pulitzer Prizes ‘‘for dem-
onstrating,’’ in the words of the Pul-
itzer committee, ‘‘the highest qualities 
of civic leadership, journalistic respon-
sibility, and moral courage.’’ And so 
the Arkansas Gazette entered the mod-
ern era as a famous and award-winning 
publication. 

In 1991, after years known as ‘‘the 
newspaper wars,’’ the Gazette’s old 
rival, the Democrat, bought the paper 
and created what we now know as the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. Fortu-
nately, I hasten to add, no duels were 
needed this time around. Now, the 
Democrat-Gazette is again changing 
with the times through the capable 
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leadership of Walter Hussman, his fam-
ily, and David Bailey, the managing 
editor. This time, the paper is trans-
forming for the digital era, moving 
from paper to screen, and it is even giv-
ing away free iPads to subscribers to 
ease the transition. So if you are not 
already a subscriber, consider sup-
porting our local journalism in Arkan-
sas. It has a bright future ahead. 

Today, unfortunately, many vener-
able newspaper have fallen on hard 
times. Too many journalists can’t be 
bothered to get the story right. Too 
many local communities are losing 
parts of their identity, which is all the 
more reason to celebrate newspapers 
like the Democrat-Gazette, which do 
get the story right and have preserved 
their distinctive character throughout 
the years. 

Some things may change. The Demo-
crat-Gazette of the future may be her-
alded by the bright glow of the screen 
rather than the rustle of the news page. 
But other, more important things stay 
the same, such as integrity, impar-
tiality, and credibility. The Democrat- 
Gazette holds its reporters to the high-
est standards of accuracy and ethics. 

Walter Hussman publishes these high 
standards that won the Gazette two 
Pulitzer Prizes every day on page 2 of 
the newspaper in its statement of core 
values. That statement reads: 

Credibility is the greatest asset of any 
news medium and impartiality is the great-
est source of credibility. 

The Democrat-Gazette practices 
what it preaches, and for that reason, 
it continues to succeed 200 years on. 

There is also its Arkansas focus. As 
ever, the Democrat-Gazette earnestly 
pursues stories in Arkansas for the 
benefit of Arkansans. It is this proud 
local focus which has made the Demo-
crat-Gazette a beloved institution in 
Arkansas and which will sustain it in 
the years ahead. Finally, the pioneer 
spirit—from the Arkansas Territory to 
the frontiers of digital journalism, the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette will travel 
confidently into the future. 

Today, I join Senator BOOZMAN in 
congratulating the Hussman family, 
the Democrat-Gazette, and all of their 
many hard-working professionals and 
journalists. 

I yield the floor to my colleague, the 
senior Senator from Arkansas. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, it 
is a pleasure to be with my friend and 
colleague from Arkansas to talk about 
a tremendous State institution, some-
thing that is truly a true Arkansas in-
stitution, and we want to pay tribute 
to it and the men and women who 
made it great in the past and will con-
tinue to make it great into the future. 

Newspapers have played a vital role 
in our country’s history of public dis-
course, increasing our knowledge and 
awareness about what takes place all 
around us. The stories they print keep 
us informed, while building a sense of 
community and regional identity. 
Newspapers drive political debates and 
set the agenda, helping us make sense 
of the issues impacting our world. 

As one of the oldest continuously 
published newspapers west of the Mis-
sissippi, the Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette has been a resource of informa-
tion that has kept readers connected to 
community, the State, and our Nation 
for 200 years. 

In 1819, William E. Woodruff pub-
lished the first edition of the Arkansas 
Gazette, the Arkansas Territory’s first 
newspaper. There was no shortage of 
news to print in those days. During its 
early years, the publication encouraged 
settlement to the region, shared news 
of national importance, and promoted 
statehood. 

For generations, this publication has 
been a primary source of reliable and 
comprehensive news that has shaped 
the way Arkansans view the world. It 
has constantly challenged the status 
quo and examined the decisions of 
elected leaders, while pursuing trans-
parency and accountability. 

The work the Gazette produced often 
resulted in positive change in the Nat-
ural State. In 1957, the newspaper op-
posed Governor Orval Faubus’s deci-
sion to prevent integration of Little 
Rock Central High School. For its re-
porting on the struggles of integration, 
the Gazette earned two Pulitzer Prizes, 
one for meritorious public service and 
the other awarded to its executive edi-
tor, Harry Ashmore, for editorial writ-
ing, marking the first time a news-
paper won two Pulitzer Prizes in the 
same year. 

The newspaper and its spirited com-
petitor, the Arkansas Democrat, con-
tended for readers and advertisers for 
decades. In 1991, the Gazette was sold 
to the owners of the Arkansas Demo-
crat, who then launched the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette, which is the only 
statewide newspaper Arkansans read 
today. 

The importance of the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette in today’s media 
landscape cannot be overstated. In 
some cases, it is the sole source of news 
for many small towns in Arkansas, as 
local newspapers continue to cease op-
erations, especially those serving rural 
areas. 

Under the leadership of Walter 
Hussman, Jr., the Democrat-Gazette is 
navigating the challenging industry 
landscape and creating opportunities 
to keep readers informed by keeping 
costs manageable. Hussman and his 
team are rethinking how and what 
news they deliver to readers, as well as 
how subscribers can and like to con-
sume it. 

To cut printing and transportation 
costs and combat declining advertise-
ment revenue, the paper is now using 
iPads to maintain subscribers and con-
tinue providing this valuable, not-eas-
ily-replaced service to the community. 

In an interview earlier this year 
about efforts at the Democrat-Gazette, 
Hussman noted his view that the print 
model is not sustainable, but he voiced 
his commitment to finding a solution 
that will fill the void because, as he 
says, society and our democracy will be 
impeded if we don’t have newspapers. 

It is a simple truth. Throughout peri-
ods of change, Hussman and the news-
paper he owns continue to believe in 
the critical role that news gathering 
and reporting play in informing the 
public. 

Every day, the Arkansas Democrat- 
Gazette and the other publications 
owned by the Hussman family publish 
a statement of core values that include 
‘‘objectivity, impartiality, integrity 
and truth-seeking.’’ This clear, sensible 
mantra consistently helps guide the 
work done by the reporters and editors 
in the paper’s newsrooms. 

Journalism is a pillar of our democ-
racy. Our Founders understood the im-
portance of a free press and included 
protections in the First Amendment 
that safeguard and ensure the ability 
of reporters and the publications they 
write for to hold the powerful to ac-
count. 

Earlier this year, I was proud to sup-
port the World Press Freedom Day res-
olution and recognize the sacrifices 
journalists around the world make in 
their effort to report the truth. 

We must continue to promote a free 
and open press in the United States 
and around the globe. In today’s cli-
mate, we all share responsibility for 
acknowledging the value and the neces-
sity of press freedom while at the same 
time not shrinking away from appro-
priate scrutiny and fair criticism. The 
health and well-being of our society 
and civic life depends on striking the 
right balance in this regard. 

For 200 years, the Arkansas Demo-
crat-Gazette has kept individuals in-
formed about moments and events of 
significance in Arkansas, our country, 
and the world. I congratulate the news-
paper’s leaders and staff for pursuing 
facts and accountability, as they have 
created and sustained the publication 
as a responsible and reliable source of 
information. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
BIPARTISAN AMERICAN MINERS ACT 

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I 
want to first say thank you to my col-
leagues, Senate Majority Leader MITCH 
MCCONNELL and Senators CAPITO, 
PORTMAN, JONES, KAINE, DUCKWORTH, 
BROWN, CASEY, DURBIN, WARNER, 
SINEMA, VAN HOLLEN, and REED, who 
have cosponsored this legislation with 
me, for standing with me to protect 
coal miners’ pensions and healthcare, 
and specifically Senator CAPITO, who 
will be joining me here on the floor 
today. 

Yesterday marked the 51st anniver-
sary of the Farmington No. 9 disaster, 
where 78 coal miners lost their lives in 
the Consolidation Coal Company’s No. 
9 mine in Farmington, WV, which is 
my hometown. I lost my uncle John 
Gouzd in that mine explosion, I lost my 
neighbor John Sopuch, and I lost sev-
eral of my classmates in that tragedy 
that rocked my hometown. It seems 
like only yesterday. 

I have always said that one life lost 
while on the job is one too many. It 
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