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I am thankful for the great State of 

South Dakota, for our fresh air and 
wide-open spaces, from the prairies of 
farm country to the rugged terrain of 
the Black Hills. 

South Dakotans are a resilient, kind, 
and gracious people, and I am thankful 
every day that I am lucky enough to 
call South Dakota home. 

I am also tremendously grateful for 
the work I get to do. Getting to rep-
resent South Dakotans in the Senate is 
one of the great privileges of my life. 
While it has been a contentious year 
with a divided Congress, I have still 
had the chance to continue to work on 
important issues affecting people in 
my State and around the country, like 
helping our Nation’s farmers and 
ranchers in this tough agriculture 
economy. 

I am grateful for the privilege of liv-
ing in this great country, and I am 
grateful for all the men and women 
who put their lives on the line every 
single day to preserve the freedoms we 
enjoy. Our military men and women 
represent the very best of America, and 
I am grateful every day for their serv-
ice and for their sacrifice. 

In that 1863 proclamation of Thanks-
giving Day that I mentioned, Abraham 
Lincoln, in his referring to the bless-
ings America had experienced even in 
the midst of the horrors of the Civil 
War, said: 

No human counsel hath devised nor hath 
any mortal hand worked out these great 
things. They are the gracious gifts of the 
Most High God, who, while dealing with us in 
anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remem-
bered mercy. It has seemed to me fit and 
proper that they should be solemnly, rev-
erently and gratefully acknowledged as with 
one heart and one voice by the whole Amer-
ican People. 

God has blessed us with very great 
gifts in this country, and it is, indeed, 
fit and proper that we should dedicate 
a day to reverently and gratefully ac-
knowledge them. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

THANKSGIVING 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

first, let me thank my friend from 
South Dakota for his wonderful words 
on Thanksgiving. 

I was going to conclude with Thanks-
giving, but I will start with it. It is a 
great holiday. It is a great American 
holiday. I love it, and my family loves 
it. I was born on Thanksgiving Day. My 
new grandson was born on November 
24, so he will have birthdays on 
Thanksgiving as well. This year, for 
the first time, the SCHUMERS will cele-
brate with four generations, because 
my parents, who also served in the 
Army Air Force in World War II—my 
dad, 96, and my mom, 91—will be there 
with their little great-grandson, Noah. 
We are blessed. 

Thanksgiving is family and food. 
What could be better than that? They 
are two great parts of the holiday. I 

will not carve the turkey like THUNE 
does because it would get all screwed 
up, but I can dole out the mashed pota-
toes—I am good at that—which is prob-
ably what they will have me do. It is a 
great holiday, and we do have a great 
deal to thank God and the country for. 

The wonderful thing about Thanks-
giving is, from its origins during the 
Civil War—one of the worst, most hor-
rible times in America, with so much 
death and mayhem and division—peo-
ple were still grateful for America, and 
we are today. It is an amazing place. 
My father was an exterminator, and I 
am a U.S. Senator. What an amazing 
country this is, and we should never 
stop trying to make it better. I try to 
do that every day. I am thankful that 
I live in a country in which you can try 
to make it better. 

I am thankful for many, many 
things—family, with our new addition 
this year. Iris and I are so happy about 
that. We have great kids and a great 
daughter-in-law and son-in-law. There 
is just a lot to be thankful for, and it 
is nice to take a pause, amidst all the 
fighting and partisanship here, to be 
grateful. 

IMPEACHMENT 
Madam President, now, on some 

more legislative, Senatorial, govern-
mental subjects, the Ambassador to 
the European Union, Gordon Sondland, 
provided some of the most significant 
testimony yesterday in the House im-
peachment inquiry to date. 

Ambassador Sondland asserted a 
‘‘quid pro quo,’’ linking the offer of a 
White House meeting—an official act— 
in exchange for Ukrainian officials’ an-
nouncing an investigation into 
Burisma and the 2016 elections. Presi-
dent Trump tried to rebut that quid 
pro quo by saying he told Sondland on 
the phone there was no quid pro quo. 
Donald Trump is not known for telling 
the truth, particularly when his own 
self-interest is at stake. So it doesn’t 
stand up very well compared to 
Sondland’s words. 

Sondland went on to testify to his 
understanding that President Trump’s 
suspension of military aid to Ukraine 
was also conditioned on the announce-
ment of these same investigations. 
Those investigations, of course, had 
nothing to do with national security or 
any other interests of the United 
States. On the contrary, they were 
solely in President Trump’s personal, 
political interests. 

Ambassador Sondland also testified 
that Secretary Pompeo, Secretary 
Perry, Chief of Staff Mulvaney, and 
other senior advisers to those individ-
uals were well aware of these activities 
and the connection between White 
House policy and requests from the 
President to have Ukraine announce 
investigations that would be politi-
cally advantageous to President 
Trump. 

Let me repeat: Those individuals I 
just mentioned—Pompeo, Perry, 
Mulvaney, and a few of their senior ad-
visers—were identified by Ambassador 

Sondland as having information and 
knowledge of the events that are cen-
tral to this impeachment inquiry. All 
of them are currently refusing to tes-
tify, are defying subpoenas from the 
House of Representatives, and, in some 
cases, are challenging those subpoenas 
in court. 

This morning, I would strongly urge 
the courts that have jurisdiction over 
these cases to quickly resolve them. 
The individuals named in these sub-
poenas are fact witnesses in the pend-
ing House impeachment inquiry. In ad-
dition, these officials and others are 
withholding evidence in the form of 
documents that are, unquestionably, 
material to the impeachment inquiry. 
Ambassador Sondland’s testimony 
demonstrated even more pointedly why 
it is so essential that the witnesses 
who have been summoned must comply 
and why the courts should promptly 
enforce House subpoenas in the pending 
cases. 

When I hear the courts say that in 5 
weeks or in 6 weeks, they will have 
court hearings or decisions—I have 
never practiced in these Washington 
courts; I have a law degree, but I am 
not a practicing lawyer—I don’t under-
stand, and I think Americans don’t un-
derstand why the courts take so long 
when there is such an important issue 
before them. All of the judges have a 
responsibility to make decisions quick-
ly and soon so that if they agree that 
these people should be compelled to 
testify—and I don’t know what the de-
cisions will be—that their testimony 
would be received in a timely manner. 

We have two groups of people at the 
moment. One group is testifying under 
oath in the House inquiry that there 
was a ‘‘quid pro quo’’ and substantial 
wrongdoing. Another group is denying 
any wrongdoing but is refusing to com-
ply with subpoenas or to testify under 
oath. If these individuals feel they have 
exculpatory evidence to provide or that 
the testimony provided to the House is 
incorrect, they should testify under 
oath. Otherwise, the American people 
will rightly wonder why they refuse to 
do so. 

Let me just repeat what I said in the 
last few days: If Donald Trump tweets 
away at how wrong these witnesses are, 
let him come before the committee, 
under oath, and testify to what he 
tweets. Speaker PELOSI has said she 
would welcome President Trump’s 
coming and testifying. President 
Trump has not been silent on these 
issues. He has been tweeting away— 
ridiculing the witnesses and saying 
what they have said is wrong. Well, if 
he is right, has nothing to hide, and 
wants to convince the American people 
and the House of Representatives, let 
him come under oath and tell his side 
of the story. When he doesn’t come 
under oath—and he can do it tomorrow 
or in the next few days—the American 
people will ask: Mr. President, what 
are you hiding? What are you not tell-
ing the truth about? 
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APPROPRIATIONS 

Madam President, on appropriations, 
later today, the Senate is set to pass a 
continuing resolution to fund the gov-
ernment through December 20, which 
will send it to the President’s desk. I 
am optimistic that the passage of the 
continuing resolution today will be 
something from which Congress can 
build—a sign that appropriators from 
both sides of the aisle will be ready to 
work together to settle government 
funding by the end of the calendar 
year. 

With another month’s time at our 
disposal, the appropriations process 
can now go down one of two paths. On 
the first path, President Trump stays 
out of our way and gives Congress the 
space to work together and find agree-
ment. On the second path, President 
Trump stomps his feet, makes impos-
sible demands, and prevents his party— 
the Republicans—from coming to a fair 
arrangement. 

The first path leads to a bipartisan 
deal on appropriations and guaranteed, 
long-term funding for both Republican 
and Democratic priorities. The second 
path leads, as we all know, to another 
Trump government shutdown. I hope 
the passage of the continuing resolu-
tion will be the first step down the bi-
partisan path that will lead to success-
ful agreement by the end of the year. 

HONG KONG 
Madam President, on Hong Kong, 2 

days ago, the Senate passed legislation, 
by unanimous consent, committing the 
United States to stand with the brave 
citizens of Hong Kong, who are now en-
gaged in a fierce struggle to defend 
their civil and human rights. Last 
night, the House of Representatives 
followed suit by a vote of 417 to 1. Only 
a short time ago, I took part in a bipar-
tisan signing ceremony for the legisla-
tion. Now it will head straight to the 
President’s desk. Congress has just 
sent an unmistakable message to the 
Chinese Communist Party that the 
United States stands with the people of 
Hong Kong. 

President Xi, the U.S. Government 
has spoken. This legislation represents 
what America really thinks about your 
policies toward Hong Kong, not what 
President Trump may whisper in your 
ear. This legislation shows what Amer-
icans think about the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s treatment of Hong 
Kong. 

I would say to President Xi and to 
the Chinese leadership, the Communist 
Party leadership: You cannot be a 
great nation when you oppose freedom, 
deny civil liberties, and brutally sup-
press your own people from one end of 
China to the other, as the Chinese 
Communist Party has done to the peo-
ple of Hong Kong, to the Uighurs, and 
to the millions of citizens whose voices 
have been silenced and whose rights 
have been trampled on by the Chinese 
Government. 

To the people of China, we stand with 
you in freedom. 

To the students and young people in 
Hong Kong, we stand with you. 

To the Uighurs, who simply want to 
practice their religion, we stand with 
you. 

I believe that freedom will prevail 
and that the Chinese system will either 
change or it will fail. History is not 
kind to those who peddle in autocracy 
and suppression. 

I thank all of my colleagues. This 
was one of the rare, fine, bipartisan 
moments on the floor of the Senate. 
Our colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle—the Senators from Florida and 
Idaho, Messrs. RUBIO and RISCH; the 
Senators from Maryland and New Jer-
sey, Messrs. CARDIN and MENENDEZ; as 
well as Senator MERKLEY and Senator 
CORNYN—all worked hard to put to-
gether a very strong bill, and we came 
together. This has been an important 
bipartisan moment. It goes to show 
how Congress is still capable of doing 
big things. 

As we enter the Thanksgiving break, 
we should think about the other issues 
we could debate, about the other bipar-
tisan bills on which we could vote, 
those of lowering the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs, of securing our elections, of 
helping our veterans, and more. Pass-
ing bipartisan legislation should be the 
rule, not the exception. 

It has been several weeks since we 
have had a real debate and a vote on 
any legislation in this Chamber. I hope 
that in the final weeks of this year, 
Leader MCCONNELL will begin to listen 
to the pleas from both sides of the aisle 
to get the Senate working again. 

A happy Thanksgiving to one and all. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas. 
RECOGNIZING THE ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT- 

GAZETTE 
Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I 

come to the floor with the senior Sen-
ator from Arkansas, Mr. BOOZMAN, to 
celebrate a great anniversary. 

Two hundred years ago this week, 
the very first newspaper in Arkansas 
was published. It was called the Arkan-
sas Gazette. We know it today as the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. It is the 
oldest paper west of the Mississippi, an 
institution in our State, and a credit to 
the many outstanding journalists who 
have made it possible over two cen-
turies. 

From its first issue, the Arkansas 
Gazette was a pioneering newspaper, 
published by a young man named Wil-
liam Woodruff who crossed the mighty 
Mississippi into brandnew territory, 
dragging behind him a wooden printing 
press and other tools of the trade. 

The Gazette was first published out 
of a log cabin in the territorial capital, 
Arkansas Post. It reflected the bold as-
pirations of American settlers moving 
West to fulfill our manifest destiny on 
the continent, and it reflected these 
landlocked settlers’ keen awareness 
that events far beyond out little plot of 
soil could shape their lives in dramatic 
ways. 

The first story in the very first edi-
tion reported on a Navy expedition to 

open the Pacific Northwest for Amer-
ican traders. It speculated with excite-
ment about the prosperity that would 
flow to our Nation as Americans fol-
lowed Lewis and Clark west across the 
country. ‘‘The plan may appear vision-
ary,’’ the Gazette remarked, ‘‘but that 
which is now speculation will . . . 
shortly become a fact, and this country 
will be enriched by the overflowings of 
its benefit.’’ 

As the Arkansas Territory grew, Ar-
kansas’s newspaper grew with it. Wood-
ruff moved the paper from Arkansas 
Post to Little Rock in 1821, where it 
would continue to be published for the 
next 198 years with few exceptions, 
such as a devastating fire in the 1850s 
and military occupation during the 
Civil War. 

Just as Arkansas kept its rough- 
hewn, pioneer character, so too did Ar-
kansas’s newspaper, whose staff were 
involved in not one but two gun bat-
tles, including the last recorded duel in 
Arkansas history—between, I am com-
pelled to report, the owners of the Ga-
zette and its upstart competitor, the 
Democrat. 

If William Woodruff was the founding 
father of the Democrat-Gazette, John 
Netherland Heiskell was its Lincoln, 
bringing the paper triumphantly into 
maturity. Heiskell became editor in 
1902 and served in that position for an 
incredible 70 years until his passing in 
1972. The one interruption in Heiskell’s 
remarkable tenure came in 1913, when 
the Governor selected him to serve as a 
U.S. Senator after the death of a sit-
ting Senator. He only served in this 
body for 23 days before a successor was 
elected, and then he hurried back to 
Little Rock and to the Gazette because 
the news waits for no man. 

Over the next half-century, the Ga-
zette established itself as a world-class 
newspaper. It was during this period 
that the Gazette took a bold stand for 
truth in the finest tradition of jour-
nalism by declaring its support for de-
segregation well ahead of the pack in 
1957. The Gazette and its editorial writ-
er, Harry Ashmore, covered the tur-
moil surrounding Little Rock’s inte-
gration with decency and firmness, in-
sisting that Arkansas fulfill its obliga-
tion to all our citizens on an equal 
basis, without regard to race. This edi-
torial crusade lost more than a few 
subscriptions, but it won the Gazette 
two Pulitzer Prizes ‘‘for dem-
onstrating,’’ in the words of the Pul-
itzer committee, ‘‘the highest qualities 
of civic leadership, journalistic respon-
sibility, and moral courage.’’ And so 
the Arkansas Gazette entered the mod-
ern era as a famous and award-winning 
publication. 

In 1991, after years known as ‘‘the 
newspaper wars,’’ the Gazette’s old 
rival, the Democrat, bought the paper 
and created what we now know as the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. Fortu-
nately, I hasten to add, no duels were 
needed this time around. Now, the 
Democrat-Gazette is again changing 
with the times through the capable 
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