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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. JONES), the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms.
WARREN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 356 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Alexander Fischer Paul
Barrasso Gardner Perdue
Blackburn Graham Portman
Blunt Grassley Risch
Boozman Hawley Roberts
Braun Hoeven Romney
Burr Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Inhofe Sasse
Cassidy Isakson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Johnson Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Shelby
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Daines McSally Toomey
Enzi Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
NAYS—41
Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Blumenthal Heinrich Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
Carper Leahy Smith
gaile'y ﬁam}zhm Stabenow
ollins arkey

Coons Menendez Egster

all
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy )
Durbin Murray Wa%ner
Feinstein Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—38

Bennet Jones Sanders
Booker Klobuchar Warren
Harris Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 487.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Robert J. Liuck,
of Florida, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Robert J. Luck, of Florida, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Eleventh
Circuit.

Rick Scott, Steve Daines, Mike Crapo,
Pat Roberts, Marco Rubio, Lindsey
Graham, John Hoeven, Roy Blunt,
Mike Rounds, John Thune, John Cor-
nyn, Deb Fischer, John Barrasso,
James E. Risch, John Boozman, Tim
Scott, Mitch McConnell.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 488.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Barbara Lagoa,
of Florida, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Barbara Lagoa, of Florida, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Eleventh
Circuit.

Rick Scott, Steve Daines, Mike Crapo,
Pat Roberts, Marco Rubio, Lindsey
Graham, John Hoeven, Roy Blunt,
Mike Rounds, John Thune, John Cor-
nyn, Deb Fischer, John Barrasso,
James E. Risch, John Boozman, Tim
Scott, Mitch McConnell.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 454.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Adrian
Zuckerman, of New Jersey, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to Romania.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Adrian Zuckerman, of New Jersey,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Romania.

Mitch McConnell, John Boozman, Cindy
Hyde-Smith, Pat Roberts, James M.
Inhofe, Chuck Grassley, Richard C.
Shelby, Roger F. Wicker, John Cornyn,
Cory Gardner, James Lankford, Mike
Braun, John Hoeven, Roy Blunt, John
Barrasso, James E. Risch, John Thune.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
calls be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AFRICA

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President,
this past weekend, I was the first Sen-
ator in a really long time to fly into
Somalia’s notoriously dangerous cap-
ital city. I will tell you, at first glance,
it looks like things in Mogadishu have
gotten back to normal. But the situa-
tion on the ground, after you fly in and
get out of the plane and you get on the
ground, you see it is really quite a dif-
ferent story.

There is a reason why our recollec-
tion of Somali history focuses on the
Black Hawk Down incident—the ter-
rible Battle of Mogadishu—and then-
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President Bill Clinton’s decision to
evacuate American troops from the
Horn of Africa.

Somalia’s legacy is rooted in years of
violence that overwhelmed the world’s
most elite military forces, froze the
economy, and left the Somali people
very much alone in the world—at least
until 9/11, when Western powers were
forced to focus on multiple fronts in
the War on Terror.

I was fortunate enough last weekend
to visit our Djibouti-based troops at
Camp Lemonnier. Our base there was
established in the wake of 9/11, and
since then, has expanded to support
AFRICOM’s mission in the Horn of Af-
rica. Their leadership is committed to
not repeating the mistakes of the past.
They have developed the best un-
manned aerial system force in the
world.

It is amazing what they are doing
with these UAVs. Between that pro-
gram and our impressive intelligence
surveillance and reconnaissance capa-
bilities, the military has stepped up
their ability to keep our troops safer in
the world’s most volatile theater.

I was pleased to know that the 101st
Airborne out of Fort Campbell—which
is located in Montgomery County, TN,
and also there on the Kentucky bor-
der—are supporting the vital post-
Benghazi East Africa Response Force
mission and that the Nashville-based
118th Air Wing unit of the Tennessee
Air National Guard plays a vital role in
regional security operations.

It brought home to me the point of
why we have to get the NDAA finished,
why we have to get these resources to
our men and women in uniform who
are fighting every day and need 2l1st-
century warfare in order to keep us
safe.

The work they are doing there—and
of course I can’t say exactly what it is
that they are doing—should make us
all really humbled and grateful for
those who choose to serve.

Our mission in Africa is changing.
Things are shifting a little bit. As we
urge our local partners in Africa to
take ownership over their own secu-
rity, the chattering class is at it again
and what we will hear from people is:
Well, I think we have done enough for
Africa. Don’t you think we have given
enough?

My response this week to those who
have made that statement has been:
No, we have not done enough. We have
invested more than a decades’ worth of
time, money, and manpower. We have
lost men, lost ground, regained that
ground, expanded our abilities, and
have achieved moderate regional sta-
bility. But most importantly, we have
confirmed the Horn of Africa is still a
geopolitical powder keg.

The same forces that swept the Horn
into anarchy in the 1990s and allowed
terrorism to metastasize in the 2000s
are now triggering instability all
across that continent.

For a long time, Somalia managed to
limp along as a failed state because a
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traditional government has never acted
as their main arbiter. Powerful clans
decided for themselves who would con-
trol territory and resources, and the
clans are still very evident in that
country. The victors, in turn,
weaponized access to clean water, food,
and healthcare in order to keep citi-
zens in line.

Violent extremist organizations like
al-Shabaab, ISIS, and factions of al-
Qaida have been watching, and now
they are employing the same tactics to
destabilize existing governments in and
beyond the Horn, in northeast Nigeria,
and in the Sahel and the Lake Chad re-
gions of West Africa.

We may have eradicated the physical
caliphate, but mom-and-pop terror
shops are thriving. What is more, the
digital caliphate is alive and well, and
it will take more than ground forces to
wipe it out.

Many of my colleagues may be
tempted to assume that these insur-
gent hotbeds have lowered Africa’s
stock in the eyes of global powers, but
we shouldn’t be fooled about that in
this era of great power competition. It
is going to sound mighty familiar to all
of us, but China and, to a lesser extent,
Russia are doing all they can to actu-
ally buy their way into strategic domi-
nance. This is some of what we heard
and what we learned this week. For ex-
ample, China has made inroads by
agreeing to hold 80 percent of the gov-
ernment of Djibouti’s debt. Think
about that. China has gone to this
country and they have said: Look, we
will hold this debt for you, 80 percent
of it.

In turn, Djibouti has accommodated
China’s first overseas military outpost
and granted them access to crucial
shipping lanes. They have also bought
into China’s Smart City Program,
those all-seeing cameras that I encoun-
tered at every intersection at Djibouti
City. In other words, the Chinese must
feel like they have struck gold. They
have a huge port going in. They are
helping to turn this into an intermodal
transit system with a port, with a rail-
way. By the way, we are going to put
these cameras up to help you keep your
community safe. And what is China
doing? China is collecting all that data.
They are scanning all of these faces.
They are watching everything that
comes into these ports and are moni-
toring everything that goes on the
rails.

China is doing this not only with
Djibouti but with other countries in
Africa. They are trying to secure this
coastline in Africa for themselves to
expand their reach.

For 12 years, the United States and
our partners have worked together to
bring stability to the Horn of Africa.
The State Department and USAID have
laid the groundwork for education, for
health development, institution build-
ing, and permanent democratic transi-
tion. Yet the region remains vulner-
able. Our role is going to change be-
cause, yes, we look at it as great power
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competition through the military. But
we also look at the way China and Rus-
sia are pushing into their economic
sectors. Great power competition is not
just playing out in the Indo-Pacific or
in Eastern Europe; it is playing out
right now on the African Continent. In-
stead of playing defense, as we do in
other theaters, we have the oppor-
tunity to be on offense when it comes
to Africa.

If we decide that now we have had
enough, these threats—from the mili-
tary, that sector, and from the eco-
nomic sector—will degrade American
influence and will threaten the home-
land and will imperil the delicate and
completely reversible balance that we
have fought so hard to gain. Our Na-
tion’s security cannot afford to give
ground, to cede ground, on the Con-
tinent of Africa.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BRAUN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise to
talk about something that is really im-
portant, I think not only to our Nation
and our planet but to me and my fam-
ily personally.

As cochair and cofounder, along with
Senator JOHN BO0OzZMAN of Arkansas, of
the Senate Recycling Caucus, I am
proud to stand side by side with all the
Members of our caucus on the matter
of recycling and its importance.

Today Senator BOOZMAN and I have
introduced a resolution to commemo-
rate tomorrow, November 15, as Amer-
ica Recycles Day. I would say that
every day should be America Recycles
Day. For a lot of our families, that is
what it is. I don’t have any idea how
many millions or tens of millions of
families recycle every day, but it is a
lot of people, and we need even more.

For more than two decades, commu-
nities across our country have come to-
gether on November 15, and they do so
to observe America Recycles Day and
to celebrate their commitment to recy-
cling.

First, I want to thank all of those
who have worked hard to make Amer-
ica Recycles Day a success for all of
these years. I have been a huge advo-
cate of recycling for the past 50 years.
I first recycled, I think, when I was a
lieutenant JG in the Navy stationed in
Moffett Field in California, which is
close to Palo Alto. I took my
recyclables to a warehouse there in
Palo Alto and have never stopped. I
don’t go to the one in Palo Alto any-
more, but we recycle all over Delaware.
Frankly, when I go around the country,
I recycle. I recycled on the train this
morning, somewhere around Baltimore,
coming down from Wilmington.
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