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Environmental Protection Agency, 
EPA, to disregard the Department of 
Energy’s recommendations regarding 
small refinery hardships under the re-
newable fuel standard, RFS, and waive 
additional gallons of renewable fuels 
from our fuel supply. These actions, 
permitted by President Trump, hurt 
rural America and our farmers. 

The RFS is an important driver of 
Michigan jobs and our bio-based econ-
omy. This Administration’s continued 
abuse of refinery waivers undermine 
the integrity of the RFS program and 
hurt our farmers, biofuel producers, 
and rural communities in Michigan and 
across the country. I strongly oppose 
this report language and encourage my 
colleagues to support rural America’s 
interests by calling to end the Trump 
administration’s abuse of small refin-
ery exemptions. 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I would 
like to add my support to the state-
ment given by my colleague from Illi-
nois. On behalf of the corn and soybean 
farmers in my State and on behalf of 
the biofuel industry in my State, I 
strongly oppose the ‘‘small refinery re-
lief’’ language in the fiscal year 2020 In-
terior appropriations bill. This ‘‘relief 
language’’ will allow the EPA to con-
tinue to exempt refiners from blending 
biofuels without any evidence of actual 
hardship. 

Small refinery waivers from the EPA 
are wreaking havoc on our Nation’s 
rural economy. Across the country, 
ethanol plants and biodiesel plants are 
halting production or being forced to 
shut down. These biofuel plants often 
are the local cornerstone of the com-
munity, supporting thousands of rural 
jobs across the country, and serving as 
important markets for farmers to proc-
ess millions of bushels of corn, soy-
beans, and other commodities. Farmers 
are struggling after years of low prices, 
extreme weather and a chaotic trade 
agenda, and instead of providing cer-
tainty and relief for our farmers, this 
administration chose to destroy more 
markets and further harm rural com-
munities. 

The problems caused by small-refin-
ery waiver abuse are seen across the 
upper Midwest, but they hit the agri-
cultural communities in my state of 
Minnesota particularly hard. Two 
months ago, the Corn Plus ethanol 
plant in Winnebago closed. When I 
traveled there, I talked to farmers and 
community members and heard di-
rectly about how the loss of that facil-
ity will impact their lives. The Corn 
Plus plant closed, but throughout Min-
nesota ethanol plants are idling and 
cutting back, impacting workers and 
hurting local farmers. For example, a 
recent Renewable Fuels Association 
analysis of the impact of idling at the 
Green Plains plant in Fairmont, MN, 
found that local corn prices were re-
duced, leading to an $8.4 million loss 
for local farmers who typically sell to 
the plant. 

Last week, Tim Rudnicki, executive 
director for the Minnesota Bio-Fuels 

Association traveled to Michigan to 
testify at the EPA public hearing on 
their wholly inadequate Trump admin-
istration proposed ‘‘fix’’ to the waiver 
abuse problems. In Mr. Rudnicki’s re-
marks, he said that the current EPA is 
‘‘driving renewable biofuels backwards 
and toward the cliff.’’ I couldn’t agree 
more. This has to stop, and Congress 
needs to make it stop because it has 
become clear that the current Adminis-
tration has put big oil ahead of our 
farmers and our rural communities. 

In the wake of the EPA’s continued 
efforts to undercut the integrity of the 
RFS by misusing its waiver authority, 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
country’s rural communities by ending 
the EPA’s abuse of the small refinery 
exemptions. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
join my colleagues today in expressing 
my opposition to the language in the 
fiscal year 2020 Interior appropriations 
bill related to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s ability to issue small 
refinery waivers under the renewable 
fuel standard without taking into ac-
count the Department of Energy’s rec-
ommendations. 

The Trump administration continues 
to undermine the renewable fuel stand-
ard by granting small refinery waivers 
to multi-billion-dollar oil companies. 
Since the beginning of the administra-
tion, a total of 85 waivers have been 
issued, reducing demand for more than 
4 billion gallons of renewable fuel. 
That is why I have repeatedly called on 
the Trump administration to stop 
issuing any further waivers, imme-
diately reallocate the remaining gal-
lons, and make public the information 
regarding any recipients of these ex-
emptions. 

We need more transparency and 
openness about the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s, EPA, use of small 
refinery waivers—who is applying for 
and receiving them, how are they docu-
menting their economic hardship, and 
how is EPA considering that hardship 
in the context of interagency rec-
ommendations. The ‘‘small refinery re-
lief’’ provision in the appropriations 
bill will allow EPA to avoid answering 
these questions and continue issuing 
waivers without providing evidence of 
hardship. 

It is for this reason that I am op-
posed to the ‘‘small refinery relief’’ 
language in the fiscal year 2020 Interior 
appropriations bill. While the adminis-
tration must cease issuing any further 
improper refinery exemptions, as I 
have been calling for since these abuses 
began, we can start supporting our 
farmers and rural communities by re-
moving this harmful provision from 
the Interior appropriations bill during 
conference negotiations. Especially at 
a time when they are facing trade un-
certainty, low prices, and difficult 
weather, our farmers deserve better. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 
Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, today 

the Supreme Court heard arguments in 

one of the most consequential immi-
gration cases in modern American his-
tory. The future of more than 700,000 
DACA recipients—our Nation’s Dream-
ers—hangs in the balance and their 
fate is inherently intertwined with the 
fate of the American Dream itself. 

Dreamers, by definition, are law- 
abiding immigrants brought to the 
United States as children—through no 
choice of their own—now simply seek-
ing the chance to contribute to the 
only country they have ever known as 
home. Dreamers, by definition, do not 
pose any kind of public safety or na-
tional security threat. They are our 
neighbors, our first responders, our de-
fenders, and our teachers. Nearly a 
thousand Dreamers serve in our Armed 
Forces, risking their lives to preserve 
the freedoms of millions of American 
citizens. Dreamers are Americans in 
every way, except on paper. Americans 
know this, and have roundly rejected 
the baseless, un-American vitriol 
spread by President Trump—yet again 
this morning, just hours before the ar-
gument—that some Dreamers are 
‘‘hardened criminals.’’ 

So it is no wonder that the over-
whelming majority of Americans sup-
port providing legal protections to our 
Nation’s Dreamers. And it is no sur-
prise that leaders of industry in every 
major sector of our economy have 
called for providing legal status and a 
path to citizenship for Dreamers, rec-
ognizing their enormous contributions 
to our economy. 

The depth of opposition to President 
Trump’s decision to heartlessly termi-
nate DACA is matched only by the 
breadth of agreement among courts 
that the Trump administration is just 
plain wrong on the law. Five out of six 
Federal courts that considered the 
Trump administration’s effort to end 
DACA blocked President Trump from 
actually doing so and they have re-
jected the Trump administration’s 
laughable argument that its decision 
to end DACA is simply unreviewable by 
the courts. 

I am hopeful that the Supreme Court 
sides with the near unanimous con-
sensus among lower courts. I am hope-
ful that it joins the united chorus of 
Americans who envision a legally pro-
tected place in our society for this 
group of immigrants that embodies the 
American dream. 

Regardless of how the Supreme Court 
rules, Congress is by no means a by-
stander. Congress still has the author-
ity and the responsibility to do what is 
right. Just a few months ago, the 
House passed a bipartisan bill, the 
American Dream and Promise Act, 
which would enact critical protections 
for Dreamers and provide temporary 
safe haven to targeted groups of immi-
grants whose home countries have been 
crippled by natural disasters or civil 
conflict. The Senate could easily take 
up this bill today or it could take up 
the bipartisan Senate bill, the Dream 
Act of 2019, authored by Senators GRA-
HAM and DURBIN, which would provide 
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meaningful safeguards to our Dream-
ers. Either way, Senate inaction is sim-
ply not acceptable to the millions of 
Americans in both parties who see the 
prospect of mass deportations of 
Dreamers as antithetical to who we are 
as the United States of America. 

As we wait for our Nation’s highest 
Court to rule on this case, it is essen-
tial for Americans to express their 
views about the future of Dreamers to 
their elected representatives. This 
case, after all, is not just about the 
specific Dreamers who would benefit 
from DACA’s continued existence, and 
it not just about the Trump adminis-
tration’s anti-immigrant impulses and 
policies. This is about whether our 
proud past as a nation of immigrants 
and refugees—a country that became 
one out of many—has a bright future. 
That future should not be left solely to 
the courts nor should it be left to lan-
guish in Majority Leader MCCONNELL’s 
legislative graveyard. This future will 
be shaped, in part, by what we choose 
to do now, in the present and it is be-
yond time for the Senate to come to-
gether and do what is right. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. REED. Madam President, I was 
unavoidably absent for the vote this 
evening due to a delayed flight. Had I 
been present, I would have voted no on 
cloture on the nomination of Executive 
Calendar No. 87, Chad F. Wolf to be 
Under Secretary for Strategy, Policy, 
and Plans, Department of Homeland 
Security.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING KAY HAGAN 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, 
today I would like to remember in the 
RECORD former U.S. Senator Kay 
Hagan of North Carolina. 

Senator Hagan and I served together 
on the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions, where 
she served both North Carolina and the 
United States well during her years in 
the Senate. We also worked together 
closely on housing issues affecting 
Americans as a result of the 2008 eco-
nomic downturn and housing crisis. 

Kay and I served as Senate coleaders 
of the annual Congressional Civil 
Rights Pilgrimage to historic sites of 
the civil rights movement in Alabama 
in 2013. I was honored to have her by 
my side along with U.S. Representative 
JOHN LEWIS of Georgia during this 
moving event, which culminated with 
an emotional crossing of the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge in Selma, where Con-
gressman LEWIS was beaten during the 
1965 march he led there. Upon return, 
Senator Hagan wrote about the mo-
ment Montgomery chief of police Kevin 
Murphy personally apologized to Con-
gressman LEWIS on behalf of the Mont-
gomery Police Department for the de-
partment’s failure to protect the Free-

dom Riders while removing his police 
badge and presenting it to Congress-
man LEWIS. She shared how this experi-
ence served as an emotional reminder 
to her of the oath she took to protect 
and serve the people of North Carolina. 

That was how Kay worked. That trip, 
along with our legislative efforts to-
gether in Washington, cemented the 
high respect I have had for her and her 
work on many issues affecting the 
Southeast. 

I honor of Kay Hagan, I was proud to 
cosponsor a Senate resolution saluting 
her life and service. 

I also hope she would have appre-
ciated our vote to advance the Kay 
Hagan Tick Act in the Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee. My older sister died at a very 
young age from the fatal results of a 
tick bite, and it was tragic to see Sen-
ator Hagan succumb to complications 
of the tickborne Powassan virus. This 
legislation was named for her to im-
prove research, prevention, diagnostics 
and treatment for tick-borne diseases. 

I appreciate her service to the coun-
try, and my prayers are with Chip, her 
family and all those who loved her. Her 
legacy will live on. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT 
DANIEL P. KELLER 

Mr. PAUL. Madam President, I want 
to recognize the accomplishments of 
SSgt Daniel P. Keller for his heroic ac-
tions while in combat in Afghanistan. 
On 16 August 2017, while assigned as a 
joint terminal attack controller for 
Combined Joint Special Operations Air 
Component Afghanistan, Staff Ser-
geant Keller performed his duty to his 
country and his teammates with fierce 
determination and unquestionable 
courage. 

While on a mission, his assault force 
struck an improvised explosive device 
and came under heavy fire from the 
enemy. Despite being wounded, Staff 
Sergeant Keller used his most potent 
weapon, the ability to call in airpower, 
to strike enemy positions while simul-
taneously returning fire with his per-
sonal weapon. Most admirably, Staff 
Sergeant Keller took direct action to 
ensure the successful evacuation of 13 
critically wounded casualties while 
under continuous enemy fire. Upon 
saving his wounded comrades, Staff 
Sergeant Keller continued to engage 
the enemy and guaranteed follow-on 
forces were well prepared to continue 
the fight. 

For his valiant service, Staff Ser-
geant Keller received the Air Force 
Cross, our Nation’s second highest 
medal for combat valor. His citation 
for this award stated that ‘‘his personal 
courage, quick actions and tactical ex-
pertise whilst under fire directly con-
tributed to the survival of the 130 
members of his assault force, including 
31 wounded in action.’’ 

I would like to offer my most pro-
found appreciation to Staff Sergeant 
Keller for his willingness to go above 

and beyond the call of duty to ensure 
his mission while saving American 
lives. His courage and dedication 
should serve as an example to us all 
and remind us of our solemn duty to 
the men and women who volunteer to 
defend our great Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO NANCY J. FLETCHER 
∑ Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise to 
offer a tribute to Nancy J. Fletcher, a 
long-serving chief executive of a re-
spected national trade association 
whose leadership has benefited Okla-
homa and the Nation. 

Nancy Fletcher led the Outdoor Ad-
vertising Association of America, now 
known as the Out of Home Advertising 
Association of America, for nearly 30 
years as president and CEO. 

An attorney, Ms. Fletcher shares my 
deep respect for property rights, as 
spelled out in the takings clause of the 
Fifth Amendment: private property 
shall not be taken for public use with-
out just compensation. 

Ahead of Ms. Fletcher’s retirement, I 
recall some of her important contribu-
tions to the Nation and to Oklahoma. 
After the terrorist attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Ms. Fletcher and her 
colleagues in the industry immediately 
posted messages of national unity and 
resolve. 

During her long leadership, tech-
nology changed all types of media, in-
cluding out of home media. As some 
billboards were converted to digital 
electronic displays, Ms. Fletcher pio-
neered partnerships with law enforce-
ment, emergency managers, and the 
National Center for Missing & Ex-
ploited Children. These partnerships, 
including with the National Weather 
Center in Norman, have had positive 
benefits for communicating emergency 
services, featuring tip lines to locate 
fugitives and share information to help 
missing children return home. 

Please join me in extending con-
gratulations to Nancy Fletcher for her 
successful leadership of the Outdoor 
Advertising Association of America 
and her contributions to the public 
good.∑ 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ALABAMA 
AGRICULTURAL & MECHANICAL 
UNIVERSITY 

∑ Mr. JONES. Madam President, I rise 
today to recognize Alabama Agricul-
tural & Mechanical University, AAMU 
on their 50th anniversary as a univer-
sity. As an 1890 land-grant institution 
and one of Alabama’s 14 historically 
Black colleges and universities, 
HBCUs, Alabama A&M has long upheld 
a legacy of impressive scholarship and 
service. It is an honor to celebrate the 
achievements of an institution of such 
importance to my State. 

Alabama A&M first opened its doors 
on May 1, 1875, as the Huntsville Nor-
mal School following its founding by a 
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